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Many of these articles were introduced to me through talks and articles by Fletcher Durrant, University of 
Florida Libraries & Sanchita Balachandran, Johns Hopkins University. Thank you both for taking a charge 
towards educating the field at large. I am truly inspired by your passion and hope I can continue creating 
lasting footprints.  
 
This bibliography is just a start. As a google folder, this can be updated with new readings, so please 
contact me if you would like to add or have any comments on the current reading list. I hope we can 
collaborate to create a resource that can be shared in the conservation community. Feel free to share this 
link with any and all. I will try to save a copy of as many of the articles listed below in the google folder as 
I legally can.  
 
 
Symbol Key: 
*  - Copy can be found in Google folder 
~ - Needs Subscription or Individual Download Required 
^ - Book 
_- Highly recommended article 
 
Aburawa, Arwa. 2018. The Museum Will Not Be Decolonised. Video. Vimeo. 
https://vimeo.com/302162709  
 
* American Institute of Conservation Equity and Inclusion Working Group. 2017. 
“Recommendations for Advancing Equity and Inclusion in the American Institute for 
Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works: A Report to the Board of Directors”. 
https://www.culturalheritage.org/docs/default-source/publications/periodicals/objects-specialty-gr
oup/equity-and-inclusion-working-group-final-report.pdf?sfvrsn=63100320_12  
 
* Autry, La Tanya S. and Murawski, Mike. 2019. “Museums Are Not Neutral: We Are Stronger 
Together,” Panorama: Journal of the Association of Historians of American Art 5, no. 2, 
https://doi.org/10.24926/24716839.2277  . 
 
Autry, La Tanya S. 2017. “Changing the Things I Cannot Accept: Museums Are Not Neutral”. 
Artstuffmatters blog.  
https://artstuffmatters.wordpress.com/2017/10/15/changing-the-things-i-cannot-accept-museum
s-are-not-neutral/  
 

 
Last Updated January 3, 2021  

mailto:ConservationbyDey@gmail.com
https://vimeo.com/302162709
https://www.culturalheritage.org/docs/default-source/publications/periodicals/objects-specialty-group/equity-and-inclusion-working-group-final-report.pdf?sfvrsn=63100320_12
https://www.culturalheritage.org/docs/default-source/publications/periodicals/objects-specialty-group/equity-and-inclusion-working-group-final-report.pdf?sfvrsn=63100320_12
https://doi.org/10.24926/24716839.2277
https://artstuffmatters.wordpress.com/2017/10/15/changing-the-things-i-cannot-accept-museums-are-not-neutral/
https://artstuffmatters.wordpress.com/2017/10/15/changing-the-things-i-cannot-accept-museums-are-not-neutral/


* Arablouei, Ramtin, and Rund Abdelfatah. 2020. "NPR's History Podcast 'Throughline' Explores 
Policing In America". Npr.Org. 
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/05/870227945/nprs-history-podcast-throughline-explores-policing-i
n-america.  
 
Balachandran, Sanchita. "Race, diversity, and politics in conservation: Our 21st century crisis." 
44th American Institute for Conservation Annual Meeting. Vol. 16. 2016. 
http://resources.culturalheritage.org/conservators-converse/2016/05/25/race-diversity-and-politic
s-in-conservation-our-21st-century-crisis-sanchita-balachandran/ 
 
~ Balachandran, Sanchita. “Object Lessons: The Politics of Preservation and Museum Building 
in Western China in the Early Twentieth Century.” International Journal of Cultural Property, Vol. 
14, No. 1 (2007): 1-32. 
 
Bourg, Chris. "Libraries, Technology, and Social Justice." Feral Librarian (2016). 
https://chrisbourg.wordpress.com/2016/10/07/libraries-technology-and-social-justice/  
 
* Brown, Ashleigh. “Being Black in the arts and heritage sector,” ICON News, 2020. 
https://icon.org.uk/news/being-black-in-the-arts-and-heritage-sector-paper-conservator-ashleigh
-brown-offers-a  
 
^ Cahan, Susan E. Mounting frustration: The art museum in the age of Black power. Duke 
University Press, 2016. 
 
Cairns, P. "Decolonisation: We Aren’t Going to Save You." Blog post. Center for the Future of 
Museums Blog. American Alliance of Museums. Accessed on January 15 (2018): 2019. 
https://www.aam-us.org/2018/12/17/decolonisation-we-arent-going-to-save-you/  
 
^ Clavir, M. “First Nations perspectives on preservation and museums.” Preserving what is 
valued. Museums, conservation, and First Nations. UBC Press: Vancouver, 2002: 69-97. 
 
~ De La Torre, M. “Values and heritage conservation.” Heritage and society, Vol. 6, No. 2, 
November, 2013: 155-166. 
 
Dolff-Bonekaemper, G. “Sites of hurtful memory.” Conservation Perspectives, 17, 2, Summer 
2002. http://www.getty.edu/conservation/publications/newsletters/17_2/feature.html  
 
~ Duncan, Carol. “Art Museums and the Ritual of Citizenship.” In Exhibiting Cultures: The 
Poetics and Politics of Museum Display, edited by Ivan Karp and Steve D. Lavine, 88–103. 
Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1991. 
 
Durrant, Fletcher. “Conservation Is Not Neutral (And neither are we)”. University of Florida 
Libraries. https://ufdc.ufl.edu/IR00010800/00001/downloads 

 
Last Updated January 3, 2021  

https://www.npr.org/2020/06/05/870227945/nprs-history-podcast-throughline-explores-policing-in-america
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/05/870227945/nprs-history-podcast-throughline-explores-policing-in-america
http://resources.culturalheritage.org/conservators-converse/2016/05/25/race-diversity-and-politics-in-conservation-our-21st-century-crisis-sanchita-balachandran/
http://resources.culturalheritage.org/conservators-converse/2016/05/25/race-diversity-and-politics-in-conservation-our-21st-century-crisis-sanchita-balachandran/
https://chrisbourg.wordpress.com/2016/10/07/libraries-technology-and-social-justice/
https://icon.org.uk/news/being-black-in-the-arts-and-heritage-sector-paper-conservator-ashleigh-brown-offers-a
https://icon.org.uk/news/being-black-in-the-arts-and-heritage-sector-paper-conservator-ashleigh-brown-offers-a
https://www.aam-us.org/2018/12/17/decolonisation-we-arent-going-to-save-you/
http://www.getty.edu/conservation/publications/newsletters/17_2/feature.html
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/IR00010800/00001/downloads


 
Durrant, Fletcher. “Conservation Is Not Neutral (And neither are we)”.ICON Book and Paper 
Conservation Together At Home Series. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bFKS12TYTEg 
 
* Elsner, Ian. 2020. "73. Sanchita Balachandran Shifts The Framework For Conservation With 
Untold Stories". Podcast. Museum Archipelago. https://www.museumarchipelago.com/73.  
 
Goldbach, Jeremy. 2019. "Diversity Workshop: A Guide To Discussing Identity, Power And 
Privilege". Msw.Usc.Edu. 
https://msw.usc.edu/mswusc-blog/diversity-workshop-guide-to-discussing-identity-power-and-pri
vilege/#:~:text=There%20are%20two%20types%20of,status%20%E2%80%94%20or%20%E2
%80%9Ctarget.%E2%80%9D.  
 
* Gibson, Amelia N., et al. "Libraries on the frontlines: Neutrality and social justice." Equality, 
Diversity and Inclusion: An International Journal (2017). 
https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/letfspubs/99/  
 
Goldberg, Lindsey Steward. 2018. "Museums Are Not Neutral: A Discussion On Why There Is 
No Museum Neutrality In Museum Education". Looking Back, Moving Forward In Museum 
Education!. 
https://lookingbackmovingforwardinmuseumeducation.com/2018/07/12/museums-are-not-neutra
l-a-discussion-on-why-there-is-no-museum-neutrality-in-museum-education/.  
 
* Good, Joesph. “The Hottest Place in Hell: The Crisis of Neutrality in Contemporary 
Librarianship” Questioning Library Neutrality Essays from Progressive Librarian. Edited by 
Alison Lewis. Library Juice Press, 2008, 141-147  
 
* Greene, Mark. “A Critique of Social Justice as an Archival Imperative: What Is It We're Doing 
That's All That Important?,” The American Archivist 76 (Fall/Winter 2013): 302–34. 
 
* Jensen, Robert. “The myth of the neutral professional” Questioning Library Neutrality Essays 
from Progressive Librarian. Edited by Alison Lewis. Library Juice Press, 2008, 89-96.  
 
Jones, Kenneth, and Tema Okun. 2020. "WHITE SUPREMACY CULTURE: Characteristics". 
SHOWING UP FOR RACIAL JUSTICE. 
https://www.showingupforracialjustice.org/white-supremacy-culture-characteristics.html.  
 
Jules, Bergis. “Confronting Our Failure of Care Around Legacies of Marginalized People in the 
Archives.” On Archivy, November 11, 2016. 
https://medium.com/on-archivy/confronting-our-failure-of-care-around-thelegacies-of-marginalize
d-peoplein-the-archives-dc4180397280.  
 

 
Last Updated January 3, 2021  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bFKS12TYTEg
https://www.museumarchipelago.com/73
https://msw.usc.edu/mswusc-blog/diversity-workshop-guide-to-discussing-identity-power-and-privilege/#:~:text=There%20are%20two%20types%20of,status%20%E2%80%94%20or%20%E2%80%9Ctarget.%E2%80%9D
https://msw.usc.edu/mswusc-blog/diversity-workshop-guide-to-discussing-identity-power-and-privilege/#:~:text=There%20are%20two%20types%20of,status%20%E2%80%94%20or%20%E2%80%9Ctarget.%E2%80%9D
https://msw.usc.edu/mswusc-blog/diversity-workshop-guide-to-discussing-identity-power-and-privilege/#:~:text=There%20are%20two%20types%20of,status%20%E2%80%94%20or%20%E2%80%9Ctarget.%E2%80%9D
https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/letfspubs/99/
https://lookingbackmovingforwardinmuseumeducation.com/2018/07/12/museums-are-not-neutral-a-discussion-on-why-there-is-no-museum-neutrality-in-museum-education/
https://lookingbackmovingforwardinmuseumeducation.com/2018/07/12/museums-are-not-neutral-a-discussion-on-why-there-is-no-museum-neutrality-in-museum-education/
https://www.showingupforracialjustice.org/white-supremacy-culture-characteristics.html
https://medium.com/on-archivy/confronting-our-failure-of-care-around-thelegacies-of-marginalized-peoplein-the-archives-dc4180397280
https://medium.com/on-archivy/confronting-our-failure-of-care-around-thelegacies-of-marginalized-peoplein-the-archives-dc4180397280


Kassim, Sumaya. 2017. "The Museum Will Not Be Decolonised". Media Diversified. 
https://mediadiversified.org/2017/11/15/the-museum-will-not-be-decolonised/.  
 
* Mellor, S. P. “The exhibition and conservation of African objects: Considering the nontangible.” 
Journal of the American Institute for Conservation, 31, 1992: 3-16. 
 
 
Morgan, Kelli. 2020. "To Bear Witness: Real Talk About White Supremacy Culture In Art 
Museums Today". Indianapolis Recorder Newspaper. 
http://www.indianapolisrecorder.com/opinion/article_9a593596-b4b3-11ea-b6bd-23f712e03f32.h
tml. 
 
Nunes, C. Z. 2018. “Remembering the Howard University Librarian Who Decolonized the Way 
Books Were Catalogued.” 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/remembering-howard-university-librarian-whodecoloni
zed-way-books-were-catalogued-180970890/#tmQ6QIOmamiS3str.99  
 
Raicovich, Laura. 2019. “Museum Resolution: Dismantle the Myth of Neutrality,” Walker Art 
Magazine, Walker Art Center, January 8, 2019, 
https://walkerart.org/magazine/soundboard-museum-resolutions-laura-raicovich  
 
Ramirez, Mario H. “Being Assumed Not to Be: A Critique of Whiteness as an Archival 
Imperative.” The American Archivist 78, no. 2 (2015): 339-356. 
https://americanarchivist.org/doi/full/10.17723/0360-9081.78.2.339  
 
* Robinson, Jontyle Theresa. 2020. "Diversification In Art Conservation: Diverting The Crisis". 
International Review Of African American Art 30 (1): 19-45.  
 
Sentance, Nathan “Mudyi”. 2018. “Museums Are Not F**king Neutral: The Myth of Neutrality in 
Memory Institutions, Your Neutrality Is Not Our Neutral,” Archival Decolonist blog, January 18, 
2018, https://archivaldecolonist.com/2018/01/18/your-neutral-is-not-our-neutral/.  
 
Small, Z. 2019. “A New Definition of “Museum” Sparks International Debate.” Medium. 
https://hyperallergic.com/513858/icom-museum-definition/ 
 
Steinhauer, Jillian. 2018. “Museums Have a Duty to be Political,” The Art Newspaper, March 20, 
2018, https://www.theartnewspaper.com/comment/museums-have-a-duty-to-be-political  
 
* Taylor, Chris. 2017. “From Systemic Exclusion to Systemic Inclusion: 
A Critical Look at Museums”. Journal of Museum Education, 42:2, 155-162, 
DOI:10.1080/10598650.2017.1305864  
 

 
Last Updated January 3, 2021  

https://mediadiversified.org/2017/11/15/the-museum-will-not-be-decolonised/
http://www.indianapolisrecorder.com/opinion/article_9a593596-b4b3-11ea-b6bd-23f712e03f32.html
http://www.indianapolisrecorder.com/opinion/article_9a593596-b4b3-11ea-b6bd-23f712e03f32.html
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/remembering-howard-university-librarian-whodecolonized-way-books-were-catalogued-180970890/#tmQ6QIOmamiS3str.99
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/remembering-howard-university-librarian-whodecolonized-way-books-were-catalogued-180970890/#tmQ6QIOmamiS3str.99
https://walkerart.org/magazine/soundboard-museum-resolutions-laura-raicovich
https://americanarchivist.org/doi/full/10.17723/0360-9081.78.2.339
https://archivaldecolonist.com/2018/01/18/your-neutral-is-not-our-neutral/
https://hyperallergic.com/513858/icom-museum-definition/
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/comment/museums-have-a-duty-to-be-political


*The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 2015. "Art Museum Staff Demographic Survey". The 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 
https://mellon.org/media/filer_public/ba/99/ba99e53a-48d5-4038-80e1-66f9ba1c020e/awmf_mu
seum_diversity_report_aamd_7-28-15.pdf.  
 
~ Thorn, A. “Access denied: Restricted access to indigenous cultural sites.” Conservation and 
Access: Contributions to the 2008 IIC Congress, London, 2008: 209-213. 
 
Viso, Olga. 2018. "Opinion | Decolonizing The Art Museum: The Next Wave". Nytimes.Com. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/01/opinion/decolonizing-art-museums.html?auth=login-google  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Last Updated January 3, 2021  

https://mellon.org/media/filer_public/ba/99/ba99e53a-48d5-4038-80e1-66f9ba1c020e/awmf_museum_diversity_report_aamd_7-28-15.pdf
https://mellon.org/media/filer_public/ba/99/ba99e53a-48d5-4038-80e1-66f9ba1c020e/awmf_museum_diversity_report_aamd_7-28-15.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/01/opinion/decolonizing-art-museums.html?auth=login-google

