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Overview   
This list aims to compile academic resources (articles, special issues and podcasts) on the role of media 
and communication in the Arab Spring. The aim is to provide potentially relevant theoretical work (for 
example on the uses of ICTs for political action or on the media and activism), original empirical studies  
and/or parallel empirical studies that can be used for comparison (eg. the use of Twitter in Iran in 2009). It 
also welcomes NGO and government reports. Readings are divided by documents type (see below). 
 
This document does not claim to be comprehensive. Instead, it is intended as an open resource for 
anyone interested in this topic.  If you know of an academic article that isn't listed below please email 
patrickmmccurdy [at] gmail.com or davidbrake [at] gmail.com, or Tweet to Patrick McCurdy (@pmmcc) & 
David Brake (@drbrake). Additional contributions from Cheryl Hansen (@lucyskylar)  & Zeynep Tufekci.  
If you want to help edit this reading list, you can! Get in touch via Twitter or email.   
 
Readings are compiled by Patrick McCurdy, David Brake, Zeynep Tufekci and Radamis Zaky [any other 
editors, add your name here]. The page was initiated after a conversation thread on the Facebook page 
of David Brake.  
 
Please feel free to share and use this document for noncommercial purposes.  
 
Note that POMEPS has recently established a database for Arab Spring readings however media and 
communication are not yet their own section (this suggestion has been made to them). So, for other 
readings on the Arab Spring, do see their bibliography.  
 
Zotero Group on Arab Spring Media 
David Brake has migrated several of the academic articles mentioned below to a Zotero group which 
allows works to be tagged appropriately and commented on (and should make it easier for people with 
bibliographic software to import and export). Check out: 
https://www.zotero.org/groups/arabspringmedia/items. Anyone who wishes to edit and add to that group - 
please ask David Brake. If you are adding nonacademic or para-academic works (non-peer-reviewed 
material or books from non-academic publishers) please tag them as “nonacademic”. 
 
 
 
Document Table of Contents 

1. Academic Journal Special Issues/Sections 
2. Academic Peer-reviewed Articles & Academic Books 
3. NON-Academic Articles & Books 
4. PodCasts of Academic Talks and Sessions 
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5. TV and Documentary Films 
6. Supporting Background Reading 

1. Academic Journal Special Issues/Sections 
Issues of academic journals which are dedicated in part or in whole to the Arab Spring. Please 
note that not all of the articles in these special issues may be listed in Section below. If you want 
to rectify this, you are encouraged to help with the document. 
 

1.​ Journal of Communication - Volume 62, Issue 2 - April 2012 - Wiley Online Library 
with multiple articles 

  
2.​ Contemporary Arab Affairs. Vol. 5, Issue 3, 2012. Taylor & Francis Online.  

 
3.​ Communication Review. (2011). Volume 14, Issue 3. Special Issue: Twitter 

Revolutions? Addressing Social Media and Dissent. 
  

4.​ Globalizations. Volume 8, Issue 5. 2011. http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rglo20/8/5 
 

5.​ Global Media Journal (German Edition). Volume 2, Number 1. Full PDF   Note: 
Articles are in English 

 
6.​  International Journal of Communication. (2011). Volume 5 Issue (2011). Note: 

Collection of articles under the title of The Arab Spring & the Role of ICTs [Open Access] 
 

7.​  Interface: a journal for and about social movements. (2012).  Volume 4 (1): i - iv 
(May 2012). The Season of Revolution: the Arab Spring 

 
8.​ Suomen Antropologi. (2011). 36(4).  Anthropology of the Arab Spring.  [in English]. 

 
Academic/peer-reviewed journals whose chosen field means they will likely have multiple 
related articles: 

1.​ CyberOrient,  (see especially vol 6, issue 1: The Net Worth of the Arab Spring) 
2.​ Journal of Arab & Muslim Media Research 

2. Academic Peer-reviewed Articles & Academic 
Books 
Peer reviewed articles published in academic journals or academic books (authored and 
edited). Note that not all articles published in journal special issues (above) may be listed here. 
If something is missing, add it! This also contains representative survey data and reports from 
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NGOs and governmental organizations of citable quality. 
 
Aboubaka, R. (2013). “Chapter 14: The Role of New Media in the Egyptian Revolution: Visuality 
as an Agent of Change” in Popular Culture in the Middle East and North Africa: A Postcolonial 
Outlook edited by Mounira Soliman, Walid El Hamamsy. Routledge: London. pg 231-246. 
 
Ali, S.R.  and Fahmy, S. (2013). “Gatekeeping and citizen journalism: The use of social media 
during the recent uprisings in Iran, Egypt, and Libya”, Media War & Conflict 6(1), pp 55-69. 
 
Alahmed, Anas (2014). “Political Information, Political Power, and People Power: New Media 

and New Social Movements in the Arab Spring”, Political Activism in the Information Age. IGI 

Global.  

 
Allagui, I., & Kuebler , J. (2011). The Arab Spring & the role of ICTs| introduction. International 
Journal of communication , (5), 1435–1442. Retrieved from 
http://ijoc.org/ojs/index.php/ijoc/issue/view/6  
 
AlSayyad, N., Guvenc, M. AlSayyad, N. (2013). “Virtual Uprisings: On the Interaction of New 
Social Media, Traditional Media Coverage and Urban Space during the ‘Arab Spring’”, Urban 
Studies. http://usj.sagepub.com/content/early/2013/10/10/0042098013505881 [Online First 
Edition] 
 
Aouragh, M., & Alexander , A. (2011). The arab spring| the egyptian experience: Sense and 
nonsense of the internet revolution. International Journal of communication , (5), 1344-1358. 
Retrieved from http://ijoc.org/ojs/index.php/ijoc/article/view/1191 
 
Badr, H. (2015). Limitations of the Social Media Euphoria in Communication Studies. 
Égypte/Monde arabe, 3(12). Retrieved from http://ema.revues.org/3451 
 
Bashri, M., Netzley, S., & Greiner, A. (2012). Facebook Revolutions: Transitions in the Arab 
World, Transitions in Media Coverage? Journal of Arab & Muslim Media Research, 5(1). doi: 
10.1386/jammr.5.1.19_1  
 
Bernardi, Floriana. (2012). “Open Fields. (Social) Networks,  
Revolutions and ‘New Real-life Cyborgs’“. Journal of the School of Journalism, Media and 
Cultural Studies of Cardiff University, UK. Issue 1, June 2012. 
 
Bresheeth, H. (2012). The arab spring: A view from Israel. Middle East Journal of Culture & 
Communication, 5(1), p42-57. Retrieved from 
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=5&hid=105&sid=585f7c8b-1af7-4577-8a81-7523425
6b3ef@sessionmgr113&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ==   
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Brisson, Z., Krontiris, K. (2012). “Tunisia: From Revolutions to Institutions” United States: The 
World Bank Group. http://www.infodev.org/Tunisia 
 
Bruns, A., Highfield, T. and Burgess, J. (2013). “The Arab Spring and Social Media Audiences 
English and Arabic Twitter Users and Their Networks”. American Behavioral Scientist, 57(7), PP. 
871-898. http://abs.sagepub.com/content/57/7/871.abstract 
 
Bruns, A., Highfield, T. and Burgess, J. (2014). “The Arab Spring and Social Media Audiences 
English and Arabic Twitter Users and Their Networks”. Cyberactivism on the Participatory Web. 
Routledge. 
 
Brym, Robert , Godbout, Melissa, Hoffbauer, Andreas, Menard, Gabe   
and Tony Huiquan Zhang. (2014 [forthcoming]). “Social Media in the 2011 Egyptian Uprising”, 
British Journal of Sociology, 65.  
 
Castells, M. (2012). Networks of Outrage and Hope: Social Movements in the Internet Age. 
Cambridge. Polity.  
 
Christensen, C.  (2011). Discourses of Technology and Liberation: State Aid to Net Activists in 
an Era of “Twitter Revolutions”. The Communication Review. Volume 14, Issue 3, 2011. 
 
Christensen, M. and Christensen, C. (2013). “The Arab Spring and Meta-Event and 
Communicative Space”, Television & New Media, 14(3). 
http://tvn.sagepub.com/content/early/2013/04/15/1527476413482989.abstract 
 
Comunelloa, Francesca  & Giuseppe Anzeraa. (2012). “Will the revolution be tweeted? A 
conceptual framework for understanding the social media and the Arab Spring” Islam and 
Christian–Muslim Relations. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09596410.2012.712435 
 
Cook , S. (2012). The Struggle for Egypt : from Nasser to Tahrir Square. (Chapter 7). New York : 
Oxford University Press. 
 
Cook, J. (2013) “Social Media, American Interests, and the Arab Spring”,  Dalhousie Journal of 
Interdisciplinary Management, 9(1), http://ojs.library.dal.ca/djim/article/view/2013vol9Cook/3210 
 
Crosston, M. (2012). Defeat the Tweet? Social Media, Grassroots Dissent, and Authoritarian 
Co-optation. Journal of Conflict Transformation & Security, 2(2), 222-239. Retrieved from 
http://cesran.org/dergi.php?id=114 
 
Dahdal, S. (2012). “Social Media and The Arab Spring The historical context and the role of Al 
Jazeera Satellite Station“, p 219-228. E-Politics & E-Campaigning. Proceedings of the CeDEM 
12: Conference for eDemocracy and Open Government , May 3-4 2012. Edited by Anita Breuer, 

4 

http://www.infodev.org/Tunisia
http://abs.sagepub.com/content/57/7/871.abstract
http://books.google.com.au/books?hl=en&lr=lang_en&id=SAFgAwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA86&ots=V-Z3QEd1wa&sig=XY-U0hqYPXHwbPS4tTgK9u2u_hY#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com.au/books?hl=en&lr=lang_en&id=SAFgAwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA86&ots=V-Z3QEd1wa&sig=XY-U0hqYPXHwbPS4tTgK9u2u_hY#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com.au/books?id=SAFgAwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com.au/books?id=SAFgAwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/47093739/egypt.pdf
http://books.google.ca/books/about/Networks_of_Outrage_and_Hope.html?id=2VxNLgEACAAJ&redir_esc=y
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10714421.2011.597263
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10714421.2011.597263
http://tvn.sagepub.com/content/early/2013/04/15/1527476413482989.abstract
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09596410.2012.712435
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09596410.2012.712435
http://www.amazon.com/The-Struggle-Egypt-Council-Relations/dp/0199795266
http://ojs.library.dal.ca/djim/article/view/2013vol9Cook/3210
http://cesran.org/dergi.php?id=114


Todd Landman, Dorothea Farquhar 
http://www.donau-uni.ac.at/imperia/md/content/department/gpa/zeg/dokumente/cedem12_confe
rence_proceedings.pdf#page=220 
 
Diamond, L. (ed.) and Plattner (2012), M.. 'Liberation Technology: Social Media and the 
Struggle for Democracy', A Journal of Democracy Book. Baltimore: The John Hopkins University 
Press. http://www.journalofdemocracy.org/book/liberation-technology 
 
El-Hamamsy, W. (2011): BB = BlackBerry or Big Brother: Digital media and the Egyptian 
revolution, Journal of Postcolonial Writing, 47:4, 454-466.  
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/17449855.2011.590325 
 
Eltantawy, Nahed and Julie B. Wiest (2011), “Social Media in the Egyptian Revolution:  
Reconsidering Resource Mobilization Theory”.  International Journal of Communication 
5:1207-1224. 
 
El-Nawawy, M., & Khamis, S. (2012). Political Activism 2.0: Comparing the Role of Social Media 
in Egypt’s “Facebook Revolution” and Iran’s “Twitter Uprising”. Cyber Orient, 6(1). Retrieved 
from http://www.cyberorient.net/article.do?articleId=7439 
 
El-Seewi, T. (2011). The Arab Spring a Revolution of the Imagination. International Journal of 
communication , (5), 1197–1206. Retrieved from http://ijoc.org/ojs/index.php/ijoc/issue/view/6  
 
Eltantawy, N., & Wiest , J. (2011). The arab spring| social media in the egyptian revolution: 
Reconsidering resource mobilization theory. International Journal of communication , (5), 
1207–1224. Retrieved from http://ijoc.org/ojs/index.php/ijoc/article/view/1242 
 
Esseghaier, Mariam (2012) “Tweeting Out a Tyrant:” Social Media and the Tunisian Revolution. 
Journal of Mobile Media. Fall 2012. 
http://wi.mobilities.ca/tweeting-out-a-tyrant-social-media-and-the-tunisian-revolution/ 
 
Ferron, M., & Massa, P. (2011). The arab spring| wikirevolutions: Wikipedia as a lens for 
studying the real-time formation of collective memories of revolutions. International Journal of 
Communication , (5), 1313–1332. Retrieved from http://ijoc.org/ojs/index.php/ijoc/issue/view/6  
 
Frenzel, F., Feigenbaum, A., and McCurdy, P. (2013). Protest Camps, London, Zed. [See: 
Chapter 3: Media & Communication for small section the media tent in Tahrir Square) 
 
Fornaciari, F. (2011), ‘Framing the Egyptian Revolution: A content analysis of Al Jazeera English 
and the BBC’, Journal of Arab & Muslim Media Research 4: 2+3, pp. 223–235, doi: 
10.1386/jammr.4.2-3.223_1 
 
Gaffney, D. (2010) "#Iranelection: Quantifying Online Activism". in WebSci10: Extending the 
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Frontiers of Society On-Line, Raleigh, NC,  http://journal.webscience.org/295/ 
 
Gerbaudo, P. (2012). Tweets and the Streets: Social media and contemporary activism. London: 
Pluto Press. 
 
Gillespie, M. (2014). “BBC Arabic, social media and citizen production: an experiment in digital 
democracy before the Arab Spring” Theory, Culture and Society. 
http://www.cresc.ac.uk/sites/default/files/wp%20103.pdf 
 
Greene,R & Kuswa,K (2012): “From the Arab Spring to Athens, From Occupy Wall Street to 
Moscow”: Regional Accents and the Rhetorical Cartography of Power, Rhetoric Society 
Quarterly, 42:3, 271-288. Online  
 
Hamdy, Naila and Ehab H. Gomaa. (2012). Framing the Egyptian Uprising in Arabic Language 
Newspapers and Social Media. Journal of Communication 62(2).   (pages 195–211). Online  
 
Hamdy, N. (2009). Arab Citizen Journalism in Action: Challenging Mainstream Media Authorities 
and Media Laws. Westminster Papers in Communication and Culture (WPCC), 6(1), 92-112. 
Retrieved from http://www.westminster.ac.uk/research/a-z/camri/wpcc 
 
Hänska-Ahy, Maximillian T. & Shapour, Roxanna (2012). WHO'S REPORTING THE 
PROTESTS? Converging practices of citizen journalists and two BBC World Service 
newsrooms, from Iran's election protests to the Arab uprisings. Journalism Studies, Online First. 
17 pages. DOI:10.1080/1461670X.2012.657908 
 
Hänska-Ahy, Maximillian (2014).  “Networked communication and the Arab Spring: Linking 
broadcast and social media”, New Media & Society. Onlinefirst 
 http://nms.sagepub.com/content/early/2014/06/11/1461444814538634 
 
 
 
Harlow, S., & Johnson , T. (2011). The arab spring| overthrowing the protest paradigm? how the 
new york times, global voices and twitter covered the egyptian revolution. International Journal 
of Communication , (5), 1359–1374. Retrieved from http://ijoc.org/ojs/index.php/ijoc/issue/view/6  
 
Hassan, Kawa (2012) Making Sense of the Arab Spring:  Listening to Voices of Middle Eastern   
Activists. Development 55(2):232-238.   
 
Hermida, Alfred, Lewis, Seth C. and Zamith, Rodrigo. (2012). “ Sourcing the Arab Spring: A 
Case Study of Andy Carvin’s Sources During the Tunisian and Egyptian Revolutions”. Paper 
presented at the International Symposium on Online Journalism in Austin, Texas, April 2012. 
Available from: http://online.journalism.utexas.edu/2012/papers/Hermida.pdf 
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Hofheinz , A. (2011). Nextopia? beyond revolution 2.01. International Journal of Communication 
, (5), 1417–1434. Retrieved from http://ijoc.org/ojs/index.php/ijoc/article/view/1186 
 
Hintz, Arne. (2012). “Challenges to Freedom of Expression in the Digital World: Lessons from 
WikiLeaks and the Arab Spring” ESSACHESS. Journal for Communication Studies, vol. 5, no. 
1(9) / 2012: 83-105. 
 
Howard, P. N., & Hussain, M. M. (2011). The Upheavals in Egypt and Tunisia: The Role of 
Digital Media. Journal of Democracy, 22(3), 35-48. Retrieved from 
http://www.journalofdemocracy.org/upheavals-egypt-and-tunisia-role-digital-media 

Howard, Philip N. and Malcolm R. Parks (2012). “Social Media and Political Change: Capacity, 
Constraint, and Consequence”  Journal of Communication (62):359-362. 

 
Howard, Phillip. (2012). The Digital Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: Information 
Technology and Political Islam. Oxford University Press. (on Google Books) 
 
Howard, Philip and Muzammil M.Hussain. (2013). Democracy's Fourth Wave?: Digital Media 
and the Arab Spring. Oxford: Oxford University Press.   

Huijer, Henk &  Little, Janine (2012) “From Masterchef to the Arab spring via Wikileaks: social 
media and political change” New Zealand Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies, 1(1) Retrieved 
from http://www.nzojis.co.nz/135536/info/links.html 

 
Hussain, Muzammil and Howard, Philip (2013). “What Best Explains Successful Protest 
Cascades? ICTs and the Fuzzy Causes of the Arab Spring” International Studies Review. 15(1), 
pp 48-66, March 2013. 
 
Iskander, E. (2011) Connecting the national and the virtual: can Facebook activism remain 
relevant after Egypt’s January 25 uprising? International journal of communication, 5. pp. 13-15. 
ISSN 1932-8036. PDF 
 
Joffe G. (2011). The Arab spring in North Africa: origins and prospects. The Journal of North 

African Studies, 16(4), 507-535. DOI: 10.1080/13629387.2011.630881 
 
Kamalipour, Yahya R. (ed.) (2010). Media, Power and Politics in the Digital Age. The 2009 

Presidential Election Uprising in Iran. Rowman & Littlefield, Lanham. 
 
Karatzogianni, Athina (2013). “A Cyberconflict Analysis of the 2011 Arab Spring Uprisings” in 

Youngs, G. (ed.) Digital World: Connectivity, Creativity and Rights, London and New York 
Routledge, forthcoming July 2013] 
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