
Ghantasala: A Historic Village in Andhra 
Pradesh 

Overview / Introduction 
Ghantasala, a serene village nestled in the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh, is a treasure 
trove of history and spiritual heritage. It is particularly renowned for its ancient Buddhist 
stupa and the revered Ghantasala Jaladheeswara Swamy Temple. This document 
provides a comprehensive guide to exploring the rich past and vibrant culture of 
Ghantasala. 

Location & Accessibility 
Ghantasala is situated in the Krishna district of Andhra Pradesh. It is easily accessible by 
road, with well-connected routes to major cities and towns in the region. The nearest 
airport is , and the closest railway station is . Local transportation, Place Place
including buses and auto-rickshaws, is readily available within the village and for travel to 
nearby areas. 

History & Cultural Significance 
Ghantasala boasts a rich history, primarily known for its association with Buddhism. The 
village was once a prominent center for Buddhist learning and culture, evidenced by the 
discovery of an ancient stupa and various Buddhist relics. Later, it became a significant 
site for Hindu worship, with the construction of the Jaladheeswara Swamy Temple 
dedicated to Lord Shiva. This dual religious heritage makes Ghantasala a unique 
destination for understanding the confluence of different faiths in India. 

Main Attractions / Things to See 
●​ Buddhist Stupa: The remains of an ancient Buddhist stupa, dating back to the 2nd 

century BCE, are a key highlight. Archaeological excavations have unearthed 
several artifacts, including intricately carved panels and Buddha images, offering 
insights into early Buddhist art and architecture. 



●​ Ghantasala Jaladheeswara Swamy Temple: This historic temple is dedicated to 
Lord Shiva and is a significant pilgrimage site for devotees. The architecture 
reflects the regional styles and features detailed carvings. 

Best Time to Visit 
The ideal time to visit Ghantasala is during the winter months, from October to March, 
when the weather is pleasant and conducive for sightseeing. The summer months can be 
hot and humid. 

Entry Details 
Entry to the Buddhist stupa site is generally free, although there might be nominal charges 
for specific exhibitions or archaeological park areas. The Ghantasala Jaladheeswara 
Swamy Temple is open to all visitors, with specific timings for darshan and pujas. 

Activities & Experiences 
●​ Exploration of Archaeological Sites: Spend time exploring the Buddhist stupa and 

the surrounding excavation sites to witness the remnants of an ancient civilization. 
●​ Temple Visit: Participate in the rituals and offerings at the Jaladheeswara Swamy 

Temple to experience the local religious practices. 
●​ Cultural Immersion: Interact with the local community to learn about their 

traditions, lifestyle, and the history of the village. 

Food & Local Cuisine 
Ghantasala offers a taste of authentic Andhra cuisine. Visitors can enjoy traditional South 
Indian meals, including dosa, idli, vada, and a variety of flavorful curries and rice dishes. 
Look for local eateries that serve fresh, home-style food. 

Accommodation 
Accommodation options in Ghantasala are primarily guesthouses and budget-friendly 
hotels. For more extensive options, visitors can consider staying in nearby larger towns 
like , which offer a wider range of hotels and amenities. Place



Travel Tips 
●​ Wear comfortable clothing and footwear, especially if you plan to explore the 

archaeological sites on foot. 
●​ Carry adequate water and sun protection, particularly during day trips. 
●​ Respect local customs and traditions, especially when visiting religious sites. 

Nearby Attractions 
Some notable attractions near Ghantasala include  and , offering Place Place
additional sightseeing opportunities for visitors. 

Photography Spots 
The Buddhist stupa and the intricate carvings of the Jaladheeswara Swamy Temple 
provide excellent subjects for photography. The rural landscapes and local life also offer 
unique photographic opportunities. 

Local Events & Festivals 
Ghantasala celebrates various local festivals with great enthusiasm. The most prominent 
among them is , celebrated during , which offers a glimpse into Calendar event Date
the vibrant cultural fabric of the village. 

Contact & Official Info 
For further information, visitors can refer to the official tourism website of Andhra Pradesh 
or contact the local tourism office at . File
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