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Welcome to the 2022 - 2023 School Year 
 

Vision 
 
We value a healthy, equitable learning environment in which students and staff support one another.  
We are committed to the application of 21st Century skills and knowledge in the classroom and beyond. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes: RECS 
 

 
 

All Los Altos graduates will be: 
 
Responsible, Global Citizens who: 
●​ demonstrate honest, ethical and respectful behavior. 
●​ act equitably, considering their community and the environment  
●​ make choices that support physical and mental health 
 
Effective, Engaged Communicators who: 
●​ convey ideas and information, and engage with others, through a variety of media. 
●​ address and understand diverse audiences and the perspectives of others. 
●​ utilize technology and new media in a responsible manner. 
 
Critical, Creative 21st Century Thinkers who: 
●​ identify problems or challenges. 
●​ analyze and synthesize information and develop hypotheses. 
●​ create new strategies and tools to solve problems and overcome challenges. 
 
Self-Directed, Collaborative Learners who: 
●​ actively and independently seek out new ideas and information. 
●​ apply a metacognitive, self-aware approach to learning. 
●​ value the contributions of others and collaborate effectively. 

 
This booklet is designed to acquaint you with basic information about your school and to explain school and district 
policies.  It is important that you read the information in this brochure carefully and keep it as a reference to use 
throughout the school year.  It will be extremely important that you know the rules and expectations to help us 
create and maintain a positive learning environment. 
 

We want to extend a personal invitation to all students and parents to become active members of our school 
community.  There are many ways for families to get involved.  Groups such as the PTSA, LUCHA, MVLA 

Foundation and various Booster Organizations offer numerous volunteer experiences.  You can also receive class 
specific information, and Words from Wynne via e-mail so please make sure that we have your current address.  

Please join us as we continue our tradition of excellence at Los Altos High School.                                             
We look forward to a wonderful year!
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Administrative Organization 
 

​      
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
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2022-2023 ACADEMIC CALENDAR 
 
August 10​ First Day of School 
August 25 ​ LAHS Back-to-School Night 
September 5​ No School - Labor Day Holiday 
October 12​ END of 1ST QUARTER 
October 13 & 14​ No School 
November 11 ​ No School - Veterans Day Holiday 
November 21-25​ No School - Thanksgiving Recess  
December 19-22​ Finals 
December 22​ END of 1ST SEMESTER 
December 23 - January 5​ No School - Holiday Recess 
January 6 & 9​ No Students - Teacher Service Day  
January 10​ 2nd Semester Begins 
January 16​ No School - Martin Luther King Day 
February 20-25​ No School - Winter Recess  
March 15​ END of 3RD QUARTER 
March 20​ March Break - No Classes​  
April 10-14​ No School - Spring Recess 
May TBD​ Senior Closure Activities 
May 29​ No School - Memorial Day  
June 8​ Graduation 
June 6-8​ Closure Activities for Grades 9-11 
June 8​ LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 

 
Please refer to the school website calendar for up-to-date event listings  

http://www.mvla.net/LAHS/Portal/activity-calendar 

 
 

SENIOR INFORMATION 
. 
 

ALL DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
 
August 
4  Senior Material Distribution  
 

September 
   4 Letter of Recommendation (During ACT) 
29 UC/CSU Presentation Webinar 
30 Financial Aid Night (Virtual) 
 
October 
TBD Private College Night 
 
March 
TBD Gap Year Fair  

 April  
26 Tentative Graduation Speaker Try-outs 
 
May 
13  Prom 
17 Senior Awards & Recognition Evening 
TBD Closure Activities 
TBD Graduation Seating Sign-ups 
 
June 
7 Senior Picnic 
TBD  Cap and Gown Distribution 
8 TBD Mandatory Graduation Practice 
8 GRADUATION @ 6:00 p.m. Tom Burt Field 
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DIRECTORY OF SERVICES 
AREA CODE: 650 

Los Altos High School ​ 960–8811 
Los Altos High School FAX​ 948–8672  

 Go to www.mvla.net for complete listing of district staff phone numbers and email addresses 
 

Extensions and voicemail can be reached by dialing (650) 960-8811 number followed by the extension. 
 

Administrators:​ ​ ​ Extension 
Principal​ Wynne Satterwhite​ 2010 
Administrative Assistant​ Mary Donahue​ 2011 
Assistant Principal​ Fabian Morales​ A-E​ 2016 
Administrative Assistant​ Cariann Lee​ ​ 2017 
Assistant Principal​ Galen Rosenberg​ F-Li​ 2012 
Administrative Assistant​ Georgina Davila​ 2013 
Assistant Principal​ Kristin Castillo​ Ll-R​ 2018 
Administrative Assistant​ Jeanine Seagraves​ 2015 
Assistant Principal​ Nicolas Betancur ​ S-Z​ 2014 
Administrative Assistant​ Jeanine Seagraves​ 2015 
Counselors: 
Counselor​ ​Ryan Carter​ 2038 
Counselor​ Jacob Larin​ 2037 
Counselor​ Jeamice Parker​ 2041 
Counselor​ Deanna Mistele-Ali​ 2035 
Counselor​ Ariel Rojas​ 2039 
Counselor​ Dafna Adler​​ 2040 
Counselor​ Tamesha Wise​ 2036 
Counseling Secretary​ Mayte Vallado​ 2034 
Registrar​ Elena Baquero​ 2020 
Departments/Coordinators: 
Art  ​ Jessica Hayes​ 2369 
ASB​ Nicolas Betancur​ 2014 
AVID​ Arantxa Arriada​ 2260 
Athletics​ Michelle Noeth​ 2023 
Counseling​ Ryan Carter​ 2038 
English​ Margaret Bennett​ 2267 
World Language​ Antonio Murillo​ 2457 
Library​ Gordon Jack​ 2051 
Mathematics Department​ Laraine Ignacio​ 2376 
Performing Arts​ Lauren Diez​ 2297 
Physical Education / Health​ Kiernan Raffo​ 2812 
Science​ Darren Dressen​ 2353 
Social Studies​ Chelsea Doiguchi​ 2298 
Special Education​ Erica Starks​ 2495 
Talon​ Michael Moul​ 2456 
Theater Manager​ Myles Rowland​ 2484 
Yearbook​ Jody Hwang ​ 2269 
Service Areas: 
Attendance 24-Hour Line​ 941-2761 
Attendance​ 2024 
Attendance Appointments/Saturday School​ 2058 
Homework Request​ 2024 
Finance Office​ 2022​ Lost & Found​ 2024 
College/Career Center​  2128​ Textbook Room​ 2058/2057 
Tutorial Center​ 2055​ Work Permits​ 2013 
Contacto en Español​ 2042  
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CAMPUS INFORMATION and STUDENT MATERIALS 
 
Emergency Information 
The emergency information sheet is required when a 
student registers at LAHS. It is important to provide all 
requested information on this sheet. A current 
emergency information sheet for each student must 
be on file in the attendance office. 
 
Please report any changes in the emergency 
information to Eileen Yen at (650) 960-8811 ext.2024 
immediately. It is critical that all emergency numbers 
be kept up-to-date in the event of student illness or 
emergency. 
 
Digital Devices 
Students need a device in every classroom. Students 
will be expected to have a digital device in all of their 
classes. This device will be regularly used in many 
classes to find, create and share digital materials, as 
well as to access a variety of learning tools and 
materials in the cloud and on the web. Students will 
also be expected to have access to this same device 
outside of class and at home. 
 
Students and families have two options to meet these 
learning expectations: 
1.​ Students bring and use their own device that   

meets or exceeds the criteria below. 
2.​ Students may check out a Chromebook for their 

use from Los Altos High School. 
 
Device Specifications 
Devices should meet the following minimum criteria 
(these are standard specifications for a Chromebook 
from most manufacturers): 

●​ 11” screen 
●​ 6.5 hours of battery life·          
●​ Webcam 
●​ HDMI port and USB port 
●​ Recent Apple OS and Windows OS laptop 

products meet the minimum criteria. 
 
The document entitled “DIGITAL DEVICE 
RESPONSIBLE USE AND BORROWING 
AGREEMENT” explains the details of appropriate use 
to ensure that Digital Devices are used appropriately 
while at school. 
 
Musical Instruments, Athletic Equipment & 
School Equipment 
Students are responsible for musical instruments and 
other equipment checked out to them. Instruments 
and equipment will be checked out in writing, with 
provision to include parent signature. Students and 
parents are responsible for replacement or repairs 
required for any reason while materials are checked 
out to them. 

Textbooks and Chromebooks 
Required textbooks will be issued to students Aug 4-6 
according to the material distribution  check-out 
schedule distributed separately. Students may also 
check out a chromebook at the same time.  Students 
are responsible for loss or damage to books or 
Chromebooks, including items stolen from lockers 
and backpacks. If damaged, charges will be 
assessed.  Students with outstanding obligations will 
not receive schedules at the beginning of the year 
and they will not be eligible for extra-curricular 
activities. Contact Gina Brownson in the Finance 
Office, or Martha Bills, in the textbook room, if you 
have any questions.   
 
All books need to be returned when the student is 
finished with the class.  English books will be checked 
out during class time.​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Lockers 
All 9th graders will be assigned a locker.  Grades 10 - 
12 will be issued a locker upon request. PE Lockers 
will be assigned during P.E. classes.  If students use 
school lockers, they may purchase school locks ($10 
each) from the Student Store.  Lockers are not theft 
proof.  The safest place for valuables is at home. No 
food should be kept in lockers overnight. No pictures, 
posters or materials may be glued, taped or otherwise 
adhered to the inside or outside of the lockers.  
School officials have the right to open and inspect any 
school locker without student permission when there 
is reasonable suspicion that a search will disclose 
evidence of illegal possessions or activity, or if 
students’ health, welfare or safety is in jeopardy.  
 
LAHS assumes no liability in case of theft or 
vandalism and will not reimburse students for any 
losses. 
 
P.E. Clothing  
All students enrolled in a physical education class are 
asked to wear Los Altos High School P.E. uniforms. 
Uniforms are available through the Student Store. 
P.E. uniform items are $30 ($15.00 for shorts, $15.00 
for T-shirts). Sweatpants are not required, but are 
recommended for some outdoor activities. 
Sweatpants are available in the Student Store for 
$25.00. After students complete their physical 
education requirements, recycling the uniform through 
the Physical Education Department is appreciated.  
 
Student ID 
All students are required to have their pictures taken 
for their ID cards.  A valid LAHS ID card is provided to 
each student at no charge at the start of the year.  
Students who do not have their photos taken during 

Los Altos High School​  7 
            2022-2023 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-85gxVaMj0vpZFB09JCVCGg0vy1BuOhvG_Mv4cfB6Bc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-85gxVaMj0vpZFB09JCVCGg0vy1BuOhvG_Mv4cfB6Bc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-85gxVaMj0vpZFB09JCVCGg0vy1BuOhvG_Mv4cfB6Bc/edit?usp=sharing


 
book distribution will be photographed on Monday, 
August 15. ID cards are used for access into the 
Library.  Students are required to have their ID cards 
in their possession while at school or at school 
sponsored activities.  Lost cards can be replaced with 
a $5.00 charge. 
 
Yearbooks & ASB Cards 
Each student is strongly encouraged to purchase an 
ASB card to support extra-curricular activities on 
campus. This card entitles students to free entry into 
all home athletic events and the Back-to-School 
Dance, plus reduced prices to performing arts and 
other school activities. Students are also encouraged 
to purchase the LAHS yearbook, AERIE, created 
entirely by students.  
 
 
Eagle Cards $20 
The 2022-23 Eagle Card is a discount card that can 
be used with various merchants and is valid until June 
2023. It can be purchased through the LAHS Finance 
and Eagles webstore.  Please purchase one and 
support a multitude of activities at LAHS. 
 
School Office Hours 
The main office is open Monday through Friday from 
7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Communication/Publications/Parent Groups 
The PTSA, Los Altos High School and various 
campus groups publish information throughout the 
year that is very helpful to students and parents.  Be 
on the lookout for these: 
▪​ Student Agenda Planner - distributed during 

freshman orientation/ book pickup week to all 
freshman 

▪​ Athletic Handbook – online at www.mvla.net/lahs  
▪​ Student newspaper -  The Talon  
▪​ Words from Wynne http://lahs.elists.mvla.net/ 
▪​ District Website  - www.mvla.net 
▪​ LAHS Website - www.mvla.net/lahs 
▪​ Check out the daily bulletins for current 

happenings! 
▪​ E-lists - subscribe by sending your e-mail address 

to: lahs.elists.mvla.net 
▪​ Email addresses for all district staff and 

employees - firstname.lastname@mvla.net 
▪​ Course Information Sheets - (Given out to 

parents at Back-to-School Night and available on 
our webpage.) Refer back to it frequently, and 
encourage your student to do the same.  It 
provides course specific information including 
grading policies, work expectations and 
information on how to contact the teacher  

▪​ LAHS Curriculum Handbook - Lists ALL the 
classes offered for the year with descriptions and  
a key to which graduation and UC/CSU 

requirements the course satisfies. Also available 
on our webpage 

▪​ Report Cards/Progress Reports – sent home to 
parents so student progress can be monitored  

▪​ Student Information System (SIS) – This system 
allows parents and students to monitor attendance, 
assignments and grades online.  Parents and 
students have had the ability to access student 
information (attendance and grades) online for 
several years.  For returning students and parents, 
your existing accounts should still work.  If you did 
not receive these instructions and would like an 
account, please contact Silvia Alcala. 

 
Visitors  
All visitors, including parents, must register in the 
Front Office to obtain a visitor’s pass and parking 
permit. Non-LAHS students are not allowed on 
campus without prior approval of an assistant 
principal. Requests for social visits by non-students 
will be denied. Trespassers may be arrested. 
 
*Visitors should be prepared to present 
photographic identification when they come on 
campus.* 
 
Shadowing a student at Los Altos High School is a 
chance for future students to pair up with a freshman 
with similar interests. Shadowing is only available for 
students who are currently attending private schools. We 
do not offer shadowing for students who attend our 
feeder schools or BCS.  Contact Ms. Seagraves at (650) 
960-8811 ext. 2015 to arrange for shadowing on 
February 2nd. 
 
Open Campus 
LAHS students may leave campus when they are not 
assigned to a class or during lunch. If students leave 
campus during an open period, they need to make 
sure to return to the next period without being tardy. 
 
Food Service 
Mountain View Los Altos High School District food 
service program serves breakfast, brunch, and lunch 
every school day. See page 71 for information 
regarding free and reduced lunches. Applications are 
available at the Finance Officer or on our website at​
http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?s
id=1908131605284815.  If you have questions 
regarding free or reduced pricing, contact Gina 
Brownson at 960-8811 ext. 2022 or Food Services 
Coordinator at (650) 940-4600 ext. 1049.   
 
Messages for Students 
It is the school’s policy to minimize classroom 
disruptions. For this reason: We do not deliver 
messages to students. Texting or trying to reach 
your child by cell phone during class is not 
permitted. In case of an emergency, you may call the 
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Attendance Office at 960–8811 ext. 2024 to convey 
an emergency message to your student. 
 
We suggest that before school starts, families work 
out a contingency plan if for some reason there is a 
change to the normal routine. 
 
Please do not ask administrative assistants to remind 
students about dentist appointments or other 
activities, including changes in family plans. Also, do 
not send flowers, balloons, gifts or food to be 
delivered to students. We will not accept delivery. 
When attempting to reach your student at school, 
please be sure to bring a picture ID with you. Do not 
text students during class time.  
 
Tobacco-Free Environment 
The school district is committed to a healthy and 
comfortable learning and working environment for 
students, staff and community members. Therefore, 
the Board of Trustees established a tobacco-free 
environment that prohibits the use of tobacco 
products on all school district property including 
school buildings, grounds, school-owned vehicles and 
at all school-sponsored events off campus. 
 
Possession by a student of tobacco products, 
electronic products or other devices that mimic the 
use of tobacco products is prohibited and is a 
violation of state education code and state penal 
code. Use of any tobacco related product is prohibited 
on the way to school, during school hours, and on the 
way home from school and at all school activities. 
 
Violations of this rule will result in the following 
penalties for students: parent contact (phone call and 
letter), suspensions, and possible referral to 
Alternative Education. The Los Altos Police 
Department may cite students for possession of 
tobacco products. 
 
Please note that the use of tobacco products by 
adults is also prohibited on campus. Adults using 
tobacco products will be asked to stop smoking or 
leave campus. 
 
Student Activities Transportation 
All Los Altos athletes must travel to and from athletic 
contests in school-provided transportation. In 
emergencies only, a student may drive his/her own 
car with written administrative and parental approval 
(Forms are available from the Athletic Director.) 
District policy does not permit students to drive 
other students to events under any 
circumstances. 
 
There is a $100.00 transportation contribution per 
sport. If a student cannot pay this contribution, he/she 
may obtain a waiver from Nicolas Betancur. Money 

must never be a barrier to participation; therefore, all 
Waiver requests are kept strictly confidential.  
 
Students are not allowed to ride with other students to 
or from any school-sponsored activity in which they 
are participating. If students drive themselves or 
others, none of the students involved will be allowed 
to participate in the activity. 
 
Student Insurance 
Parents may wish to purchase a low-cost student 
accident insurance policy for the school year. The 
school has no financial interest in this insurance, but 
seeks to provide parents with the opportunity to 
obtain low-cost protection. Student accident and 
health insurance pamphlets and applications are  
available in the Finance Office and the Athletic office. 
 
Library 
The library hours are 7:00 am to 3:45 pm Monday 
through Thursday and 7:00 am to 3:30 pm on Friday. 
The librarian can be reached at 960-8811 ext 2051. 
Use of the library is part of the curriculum in many 
classes, and students learn research skills in the 
context of subject area assignments.  Students may 
borrow library materials and renew them as needed 
by asking at the circulation desk. We ask that overdue 
materials be renewed or returned before grades or 
transcripts are mailed, students get their yearbooks or 
are able to purchase dance bids. 
 
Tutorial Center 
Students may study independently or receive tutoring 
assistance in all curriculum areas to complete their 
work.  The Tutorial Center is located in the library 
building. Hours are 8:00 am to 3:45 pm Monday 
through Friday. Please contact Jacob Valadez, the 
Tutorial Center Coordinator, at 960-8811 ext. 2055 for 
further information. 
 
Student Store 
The ASB class sponsors the Student Store, managed 
through the Finance Office. Students may purchase a 
variety of school supplies, locks, LAHS clothing and 
accessories. Hours are posted outside of the Finance 
Office. 
 
Lost and Found 
Lost and Found is located in the Front office. 
Students are advised to check there for missing items 
and to turn in found items.  

 
School Pictures 
Pictures for student ID, yearbook, and school portraits 
(which may be purchased) will be taken on dates to 
be determined.  
ALL STUDENTS MUST TAKE A PICTURE.  
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Pets 
Pets are not allowed on school facilities, which 
include athletic fields, walkways and fire lanes. 
 
Sex Education 
Issues dealing with sex education, venereal disease 
and AIDS are included in appropriate courses.  Upon 
written request, a student shall be excused from 
these activities when these topics are discussed. All 
written and audio-visual materials to be used in these 
courses are available for parents to review (EC 
51550, 51820).  
 
Work Permits​
All students, 14-17 years old, are required to have a 
work permit issued at school to hold a job. 
Applications are available in the LAHS Front Office 
and work permits are issued by the school all year 
round. For more information about California work 
permits here. 
 
Fines 
Students who owe fines or textbooks will not be 
allowed to purchase tickets for extra-curricular 
activities. SIS will be blocked until fines are paid 
and/or textbooks returned.    
 

School Sponsored Field Trips 
To enhance student learning, some classes, clubs or 
activities will go on school sponsored field trips. 
Participation in a school sanctioned field trip is a 
privilege. There are standards for behavior that will 
be upheld at all times.  
 
Day trips occur during the school day and students 
return to school the same day. Overnight trips may 
include in-state or out-of-state travel, and no more 
than 5 school days will be missed to attend the field 
trip.  
 
In the event of a trip delay due to unforeseen 
circumstances, e.g., natural disasters, the district is 
not liable to pay the additional room, board and 
transportation costs associated with a prolonged 
stay overseas or out of state. Parents are highly 
encouraged to purchase Travel Insurance to prepare 
for the possible, though unlikely occurrence of such 
an event. In the absence of such insurance, parents 
are fully liable for any additional expenses. 
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SUSTAINABILITY and GETTING TO SCHOOL 
 
LAHS is proud to be recognized by the US 
Department of Education as a Green Ribbon school. 
Families can support this ongoing effort! Here are 
some ideas. 
 
All students are encouraged to get to school in a 
healthy and environmentally responsible way. 
Parents are encouraged to help their children set up 
a safe and efficient commuting routine. Students 
gain a sense of independence and self-reliance, 
along with the health and wellness benefits of 
walking and biking.  
 
Walking  
LAHS is located in a residential neighborhood that is 
ideal for walking to school. It only takes about 20 
minutes to walk a mile, and students who live within 
a mile of school can easily walk to campus. 
 
Biking 
Biking is a convenient way to get to LAHS. It only 
takes about 18 minutes to bike 3 miles. The City of 
Los Altos provides these suggested routes to school 
on a map. The City of Mountain View provides these 
suggested routes to school. Bicycle helmets are 
required by California law for persons under 18 
years old. 
 
Bike racks are located at various convenient 
locations on campus. Bike tire pumps are located at 
two of the main entrances to campus. Please lock 
your bike with your own lock at one of the bike 
racks. Bicycles locked to trees or poles will be 
removed. Bikes must be walked while on 
campus.  
 
Please do not leave bikes on campus overnight, 
even if locked. LAHS is not responsible for theft or 
damage to bicycles.  
 
Bus 
LAHS is served by Valley Transportation Authority 
buses. For more information on exact boarding 
locations or help with trip planning, call VTA 
information at (800) 894–9908 or visit www.vta.org. 
Updated schedules are also available in the LAHS 
Library and Finance Office. 
 
All VTA buses are equipped with bike racks on the 
front so students can combine biking and bus riding 
to get to and from school. Helpful biking information 
is at http://www.vta.org/getting-around/bicycle-ped.  
 
The Youth (ages 5-18) bus fare is $1.25 per ride or 
$35 for a monthly pass. Monthly passes are 
available with a reloadable Youth Clipper Card that 

can be ordered free of charge at 
www.clippercard.com.  
 
Bus Passes 
The district will provide a free bus pass for the public 
transit system only to those students: (1) who qualify 
for the program based on household income, and 
(2) whose residences are two or more miles from 
the school of attendance. In order to participate in 
the program, a student must obtain and submit a 
Bus Pass Application to the Finance Office. Lost or 
stolen bus passes cannot be replaced. 
 
Skateboard/Scooter/Etc. 
Students are welcome to use skateboards, razor 
scooters, roller blades or other modes of active 
transportation to get to school. Upon arriving on the 
school grounds, such items must be carried and 
students must walk while on campus. For safety 
reasons, it is not allowed to ride skateboards, 
scooters, roller blades or bicycles anywhere on 
school grounds at any time (including before and 
after school, evenings and weekends). Such items 
can be stored in the skateboard rack at the end of 
the 600 building. If students ride these items on 
school grounds, their items will be confiscated and 
repeat offenders will have to have their parents pick 
up their confiscated items.  
 
Driving, Drop off/Pick Up 
Space for parking motor vehicles at LAHS is very 
limited, and driving to school is discouraged. This 
document outlines Los Altos City and LAHS rules for 
families who drop off students. Only students who 
live far from school should plan to drive. Students 
are only allowed to park in the main lot. Students 
wishing to park in this lot must purchase a parking 
permit and display it. Only juniors and seniors who 
live within the designated perimeter may purchase a 
parking permit.  
 
Students who drive to school should make every 
effort to carpool.  
 
Student Parking Permits 
Parking permits will be issued based on how far 
away a student lives from Los Altos High School. 
This policy benefits students who live farther away 
while also reducing unnecessary traffic and carbon 
emissions. Students may apply for a permit via an 
online application. 

 
Student parking on school property is a privilege, not 
a right. Failure to abide by traffic rules may result in 
the revocation of parking privileges on campus. 
Students who park on campus may only park in the 
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west parking lot and must display a valid permit. Cars 
without permits showing may be ticketed by the 
L.A.P.D.  Additional parking is available on Jardin 
behind the tennis courts. Permits do not guarantee a 
parking spot.  Spots are available daily on a 
first-come, first-serve basis.  
 
Lockers 
All 9th graders will be assigned a locker.  Grades 10 - 
12 will be issued a locker upon request. PE Lockers 
will be assigned during P.E. classes.  If students use 
school lockers, they may purchase school locks ($10 
each) from the Student Store.   
 
Students use their lockers at their own risk, and 
should not leave anything of value in their lockers 
overnight.  

The school is not responsible for anything taken from 
lockers or left unattended. LAHS assumes no liability 
in case of theft or vandalism and will not reimburse 
students for any losses.  
 
No food should be kept in lockers overnight. No 
pictures, posters or materials may be glued, taped or 
otherwise adhered to the inside or outside of the 
lockers.  Any prank involving a lock or locker will 
result in disciplinary action. 
 
School officials have the right to open and inspect any 
school locker without student permission when there 
is reasonable suspicion that a search will disclose 
evidence of illegal possessions or activity, or if 
students’ health, welfare or safety is in jeopardy.  
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BEHAVIOR POLICIES 
 
Learning Environment 
Students have the right to an education and to due 
process under the law. Minors are required to attend 
school until age 18 unless otherwise exempt by 
graduation or by passing the California High School 
Proficiency Test. The behavior guidelines presented 
here have been formulated to establish and maintain 
a proper learning environment for all students. 
 
Jurisdiction of the School 
Education Code Section 48900 specifies acts for 
which disciplinary action may be taken and prescribes 
the school’s jurisdiction or area of authority as the 
following:  
(1) while on school grounds;  
(2) while going to or coming from school; 
(3) during lunch period on or off campus;  
(4) at school activities whether on or off campus; 
(5) during or while going to or returning from a 
school-sponsored activity. 
 
Disciplinary Actions 
Students who disrupt instruction may be suspended 
by their teachers for up to two class periods.  
Teachers will notify parents when this occurs.  
Continued disruption of class may lead to suspension 
from school by the administration. Certain acts are 
considered serious enough that the student may be 
suspended from school immediately by an 
administrator, the police may be involved, and 
expulsion may result.  
 
Students may not attend any school functions or 
activities during the day or evening for the period of 
the administrative suspension.  During the period of 
suspension, students must not be at or near the 
school campus. 
 
In addition to suspension from school, the following 
actions may be taken by the administration:  
▪​ Work on campus 
▪​ Detention before or after school 
▪​ Monetary reimbursement for willful acts such as 

theft, vandalism, or damage to property. 
▪​ Counseling 
▪​ Written/Verbal Apology 
▪​ Community Service 
▪​ Expulsion 
▪​ Loss of privilege to participate in extra activities 
▪​ Loss of privilege to participate in senior 

activities, including marching in graduation 
▪​ Loss of privilege to represent home school in 

co-curricular activities, i.e., sports, drama, 
music, etc. 

▪​ Involuntary transfer to another school, e.g., 
continuation or community school 

Behaviors Leading To School Suspension or 
Expulsion 
▪​ Fighting, causing, attempting to cause serious 

physical injury to another person. E.C. 
48900(a)(1) and (2) 

▪​ Brandishing or possessing a knife or other 
dangerous objects, including an imitation firearm. 
E.C. 48900(b); E.C. 48900(a)(1); E.C. 48900(m) 

▪​ Possessing, using, distributing, selling, being 
under the influence of drugs, alcohol or 
controlled substance or intoxicant. E.C. 
48900(c)(d) 

▪​ Causing or attempting to cause damage to 
school or private property. E.C. 48900(f) 

▪​ Stealing, attempting to steal or having received 
stolen school or private property. E.C. 
48900(g)(l) 

▪​ Possessing or using tobacco or products 
containing tobacco or nicotine.  E.C. 48900(h); 
E.C. 48901 

▪​ Committing an obscene act or engaging in 
habitual profanity or vulgarity. E.C. 48900(i) 

▪​ Possessing, offering, arranging or negotiating to 
sell any drug paraphernalia. E.C. 48900(j) 

▪​ Disrupting school activities, disrespecting or 
defying valid authority of school personnel in the 
performance of their duties including 
gang-related activities. E.C. 48900(k) 

▪​ Possessing, using, selling or furnished a 
firearm. E.C. 48900(b) 

▪​ Committing Sexual assault or battery. E.C. 
48900(n) 

▪​ Harassing, retaliating against or intimidating a 
witness. E.C. 48900(o) 

▪​ Engaging in, or attempting to engage in, hazing.  
E.C. 48900(q) 

▪​ Committing acts of Sexual Harassment. E.C. 
48900.2 

▪​ Committing acts of Hate violence. E.C. 
48900.3 

▪​ Creating a Hostile Education Environment, 
intentionally engaging in harassment, threats or 
intimidation. E.C. 48900.4 

▪​ Making Terroristic threats against school 
officials or school property. E.C. 48900.7 

▪​ Possessing, using, selling or furnishing an 
explosive. E.C. 48900(b) 

 
Expulsion 
The following acts require mandatory 
recommendation for expulsion, and mandatory 
expulsion: 
▪​ Possessing, selling, or furnishing a firearm. E.C. 

48900(b); E.C. 48915(c)(1) 
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▪​ Brandishing a knife at another person. E.C. 

48900(b); E.C. 48900(a)(1); E.C.48915(c)(2)  
▪​ Offered for sale or sold a controlled substance. 

E.C. 48900(d); E.C. 48915(c)(3) 
▪​ Committing or attempting to commit sexual 

assault or battery. E.C. 48900(n); E.C. 
48915(c)(4) 

▪​ Possession of an explosive. E.C. 48915(c)(5) 
 

The following acts require mandatory 
recommendation for expulsion, but expulsion is 
discretionary: 
▪​ Causing serious physical injury. E.C. 

48900(a)(1) 
▪​ Possessing a knife or other dangerous object. 

E.C. 18900(b); E.C. 48915(a)(2) 
▪​ Unlawfully possessing any controlled 

substance. E.C. 48900(c)(d); E.C. 48915(a)(3) 
▪​ Robbery or extortion. E.C. 48900(e); E.C. 

48915(a)(4) 
▪​ Assault or Battery upon a school employee. 

E.C. 48900(a)(1); E.C. 18915(a)(5) 
▪​ Engaged in an act of sexual harassment E.C. 

48900.2 
▪​ Bullying, harassment, threats, intimidation, 

racial slurs, including cyber acts. E.C. 48900.3; 
E.C. 48900(r)(k)(i) 

▪​ Made a terrorist threat. E.C. 48900.7 
▪​ Engaged in an act of hate violence. E.C. 

48900.3 
 
The following acts may result in discretionary 
recommendation for expulsion, and discretionary 
expulsion: 
▪​ Fighting: caused, attempted to cause or 

threatened to cause physical injury to another 
person 

▪​ Aided or abetted physical injury 
▪​ Caused or attempted to cause damage to 

school or private property; arson, graffiti, 
vandalism 

▪​ Harassment, retaliation, threatening or 
intimidation of a student witness 

▪​ Possessed, offered, arranged, or negotiated to 
sell drug paraphernalia 

▪​ Unlawfully offered, arranged to sell, or sold the 
prescription drug Soma 

▪​ Committed obscene act or engaged in habitual 
profanity or vulgarity 

▪​ Stole, attempted to steal or received stolen 
school or private property 

▪​ Engaged in, or attempted to engage in hazing 
 

All Educational Codes may be reviewed here. 
 
Drug-Free Schools 
Through the cooperation between Mountain View Los 
Altos High School District and the Mountain View and 
Los Altos Police Departments, we are committed to 

combating substance use and abuse among young 
people in our community. Our goal is to enhance the 
quality of life in our community and to promote 
awareness and education between adults and young 
people. As a result of the understanding between the 
police departments and the school district, school 
officials and police officers are required to take action 
in any case involving substance use on or near 
campuses or at school functions.  
 
Depending upon the nature and frequency of 
violations, the following may occur:  
▪​ Suspension from school 
▪​ Notification of the local police department/ arrest 
▪​ Suspension or expulsion from co-curricular 

activities 
▪​ Assignment of Community service 
▪​ Referral to a social service agency to complete a 

substance abuse program 
▪​ Expulsion from school 

 
Vape Devices, Electronic Smoking Devices, Wax 
Pens, etc. 
Vape pens, e-cigarettes, and other electronic smoking 
devices are prohibited on campus. These items are 
considered tobacco products and are prohibited on 
school campuses. [E.C. 48900(h)]. While marketed as 
alternatives to traditional cigarettes, they contain 
various chemicals and many contain nicotine. 
 
Additionally, these products can also be filled with 
marijuana or other controlled substances. Violations 
of school policy that includes the possession, use, or 
sale of a controlled substance can lead to disciplinary 
action including suspension and/or expulsion. 
[E.C.48900(c)(d)]. Possession of paraphernalia, 
including vape pens, associated with controlled 
substances will also result in disciplinary action [E.C 
48900(j)]. 
 
Vandalism, Graffiti and Pranks 
The position of the District is not to tolerate pranks of 
any kind. Pranks disrupt the instructional program and 
can escalate to be dangerous, destructive or 
expensive.  In order to provide an exemplary learning 
environment, to promote personal integrity and social 
responsibility, to protect District and personal property 
and to provide a safe and orderly work and learning 
environment, pranks are strictly prohibited.  Any 
district student who commits an act of vandalism or 
engages in a prank that results in damages to school 
facilities or property shall be subject to disciplinary 
action by the district and also may be prosecuted 
through other legal means. Students/parents will have 
to make full restitution of all damages, including the 
cost of any reward the district may have paid to 
identify the perpetrator. Additionally, if reparation of 
damages is not made, the district also may withhold 
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the student's grades, diploma and/or transcripts in 
accordance with law.  (E.D. 48900 and BP 5131.5) 
 
The minimum penalty for pranks will be the loss of the 
next significant school activity and suspension from 
school.  Senior pranks will result in suspension, the 
loss of the privilege to participate in all senior 
activities and in the commencement ceremony.  
Depending on the extent of damage caused, the 
student may also be recommended for expulsion from 
the district. 
 
Any students engaging in graffiti or tagging that 
leaves damage on a surface or object resulting in a 
need to be replaced, sandblasted, painted, chemically 
treated, or otherwise removed in order to restore the 
surface to its previous condition, regardless of the 
cost or the damage, will be subject to the following 
disciplinary consequences: 
 
First Offense: Students will be financially responsible 
for any damage caused. Three to five day 
suspension, school/community service, and/or 
consideration for expulsion (depending on severity) 
and referral to law enforcement.  
 
Second Offense: Five day suspension, alternative 
placement at another site or expulsion from the 
district and consideration for referral to law 
enforcement. 
 
Student Violence & Reporting Requirements 
The LAHS staff will not tolerate student threats, acts 
of violence, or jokes of violence. 
 
The welfare of our students requires that the school 
be notified immediately of potential security risks. 
Students must immediately notify a principal, teacher 
or other school employee: 
 
▪​ When a person is acting in a suspicious manner 

in or around the school; 
▪​ When a student knows, suspects, or has heard 

that an individual has a weapon or dangerous 
object at school; 

▪​ When a student knows, suspects, or has heard 
of any violent or potentially violent incidents, 
threats, jokes of threats or violence, or concerns 
of a risk for violence or other disturbance; 

▪​ When a student believes the school is 
otherwise not secure or safe. 

 
The Assistant Principal will investigate and discipline 
students who breach this policy, up to and including 
suspension and/or expulsion and/or referral to police 
as a possible accomplice. A student’s failure to report 
any possible risk will be viewed as a defiance of the 
school’s valid authority under Education Code 
48900(k) and will result in student discipline against 

the student who failed to report including but not 
limited to, suspension, expulsion, and/or police 
referral as a possible accomplice. 
 
Removal of Suspension Record 
A student with senior standing who has a record of 
only one prior suspension may submit a written 
request to the Superintendent to remove from the 
student's official school file the record of that 
suspension, unless that suspension was for any of the 
following acts 

*​ Possession of a firearm; 
*​ Causing serious physical injury to another person, 

except in self-defense; 
*​ Brandishing a knife; 
*​ Possession of any knife, explosive, or other 

dangerous object of no reasonable use to the 
student at school or at a school activity off school 
grounds; 

*​ Unlawful sale of any controlled substance; 
*​ Robbery or extortion; 
*​ Committing or attempting to commit a sexual 

assault; and, 
*​ Assault or battery upon any school employee. 

 
The Superintendent shall consult with school 
personnel and may take any action he deems 
appropriate in connection with reviewing the request. 
The Superintendent’s decision shall be final and not 
subject to review. The principal or designee may refer 
to the precipitating conduct and/or suspension in the 
event that the student commits another act prior to 
his/her graduation which is grounds for discipline.  
 
Given no further discipline, upon graduation, the 
record of the student’s suspension will be 
permanently removed as directed by the Board, 
pursuant to applicable law and regulations. 
 
Release of Student Disciplinary Information to 
Colleges 
The Board of Trustees directs its schools to follow a 
limited disclosure practice as it pertains to releasing 
student disciplinary information to colleges and 
universities.  Schools in the MVLA High School 
District will disclose all disciplinary actions taken 
against a student that result in Suspension or 
Expulsion.  Minor offenses resulting in ‘detention’ are 
not routinely disclosed. 
 
The school expects all students to model a high level 
of citizenship and responsibility. Institutions of higher 
learning are interested in the character of applicants 
as well as the student’s academic ability and 
performance.  
 
Colleges are becoming increasingly concerned about 
student behavior on their own campuses and now 
routinely ask both the student and school about an 
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applicant’s high school discipline record.  Therefore, 
when students are asked on college applications 
about disciplinary actions during their high school 
years, students are expected to answer truthfully and 
completely.  The school reports to colleges any 
serious disciplinary actions against a student 
resulting in expulsion and out-of-school 
suspension for all Category X, A and B infractions. 
Category C offenses that rise to a level of concern are 
also reported, if deemed appropriate by an 
administrator. Examples of misconduct classified as 
Category X, A and B are specified in the district’s 
administrative regulations, and are clearly marked on 
the district’s suspension form. 
 
In an effort to comply with the expectations of college 
and university admission policies, our schools will 
report to colleges any “change in status” in academic 
performance or serious violations of school rules or 
standards of conduct that result in significant 
disciplinary action during the senior year.  Students 
who are guilty of violations are expected to notify their 
college(s) of the situation.  Students are encouraged 
to work with their counselor when such actions occur 
and should initiate a letter to the Director of 
Admissions at each institution to which the student 
has applied. 
 
Upon direct request from the colleges for information 
pertaining to a student’s discipline record, college 
counselors will honestly and fully disclose if a student 
has been subject to disciplinary action as outlined 
above.  However, the school requires written 
permission from the student’s parent or guardian 
before disciplinary matters can be discussed.  
 
Maintaining Proper Campus Behavior 
Fighting and Suspensions 
Our policy is to suspend students involved in a 
physical altercation during school hours or at school 
activities regardless of who initiated the incident. 
Police may be notified. Students are expected to seek 
alternative ways of handling disagreements, including 
seeking assistance from an administrator, a teacher, 
or a campus supervisor.   
 
Sexual Misconduct 
Title IX Protections and Guidelines  
The safety, success and well-being of all students at 
Los Altos High School are top priorities. MVLA High 
School District takes the issues of gender 
discrimination, sexual harassment, and sexual 
assault seriously and supports Title IX and other laws 
protecting rights and student safety. Sexual 
misconduct may be defined as profanity, obscenity, 
harassment, intimidation, exploitation, assault, 
battery, and other behaviors sexual in nature that 
create a hostile environment, including, 
non-consensual sexual activity and inappropriate 

public displays of affection. Potential complaints 
involving sexual harassment or assault-related issues 
may be resolved on the basis of one or more of the 
following district policies:  

●​ BP/AR 1312.3 Community Relations-Uniform 
Complaint Procedures 

●​ BP 5145.3 Nondiscrimination/Harassment 
-Students 

●​ BP 5145.7 Sexual Harassment - Students  
 
Title IX obligates elementary, secondary and 
postsecondary institutions to address sexual violence 
as a form of sexual harassment. District programs 
and activities are free from discrimination and 
harassment, with respect to ethnic group, religion, 
gender, age, color, race, ancestry, national origin, 
sexual orientation, marital or parental status, and 
physical or mental disability. The school board aims 
to maintain an environment in which all students and 
adults are treated with dignity and respect. No 
student shall be subjected to sexual overtures or 
conduct, either verbal, visual, or physical, which is 
intimidating, hostile, offensive or unwelcome. Such 
conduct by adults or students is unacceptable and will 
not be tolerated by the school district. (Education 
Code 48980)  
 
The Board policy prohibits intimidation or harassment 
of any student by any employee, student or other 
person in the district. Students who harass other 
students shall be subject to appropriate counseling 
and discipline, up to and including expulsion. (Board 
Policy 5145.3)  
 
The Board policy encourages early resolution of 
complaints whenever possible. To resolve complaints 
which may require a more formal process, the 
district's uniform complaint procedures (UCP) shall be 
used to investigate and resolve complaints, including 
those involving discriminatory harassment, bullying 
and intimidation. Copies of the UCPs will be provided 
free of charge. All complaints will be handled in a 
professional manner, and complainants are assured 
of non-retaliation and non-retribution.  
 
Any person who wishes to discuss or file a complaint 
based on discrimination or harassment should first 
seek remedy through the school’s principal. If the 
issue cannot be resolved at the level of the principal, 
a formal complaint should be filed with the MVLA 
District’s Title IX compliance officer: the Associate 
Superintendent of Educational Services, Teri Faught. 
After a complaint has been duly investigated and if 
the complainant is dissatisfied with the District's 
decision, the complainant may file a written appeal 
with the Board of Trustees or the California 
Department of Education within 15 days of receiving 
the District's decision, or file a Discrimination 
Complaint with the Office for Civil Rights (OCR). In 
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the event that it is necessary to file a complaint with 
OCR, you may request a Discrimination Complaint 
Form from the District office. More information is on 
MVLA’s website. 
 

All written Title IX complaints will be processed through 
the Title IX Sexual Harassment Complaint Procedures 
detailed in AR 5145.71 - Students (August 2021). If a 
written complaint is filed, the MVLA Title IX 
Coordinator, or a trained MVLA designee, will initiate 
an investigation into the matter.  If applicable, the 
MVLA District will process the complaint in accordance 
with all federal Title IX regulations (34 CFR Part 106). 
It is also possible that at this juncture, the District may 
dismiss the complaint for Title IX purposes and instead 
process it under the District's Uniform Complaint 
Procedures (AR 1312.3). The Title IX investigation 
process includes an opportunity for both the 
complainant and the respondent to review and inspect 
all evidence collected; the ability to submit written 
questions to one another; the right to review the written 
determination of responsibility; and the right to appeal 
a decision. More information is available on MVLA’s 
website (August 2022). 
 
Gender Support 
LAHS is committed to providing a safe, supportive, 
and inclusive learning environment for all students, 
including transgender and gender-expansive 
students, by maximizing inclusion and social 
integration while minimizing exclusion and 
stigmatization. Students and families are encouraged 
to reach out to their assigned administrator if they 
have any questions or concerns regarding gender 
support strategies, privacy-rights, and/or complaints 
of discrimination or harassment. Gender support 
meetings are available for students and, if 
appropriate, the student’s guardians to identify 
student needs. The gender support meeting can 
address issues related to facilities (restrooms, locker 
rooms, etc.), academic or educational support 
programs, preferred names and pronouns, 
educational records, extracurricular events such as 
field trips, and/or co-curricular activities such as 
sports. 
 
All students have a right to privacy: the right to decide 
when, with whom, and how much personal 
information to share about oneself to others. 
Administrators will work with students in determining 
the most appropriate support.  
 
Lockers 
Students use their lockers at their own risk, and 
should not leave anything of value in their lockers 
overnight. LAHS assumes no liability in case of theft 
or vandalism. School officials have the right and 
ability to open and inspect any school locker without 
student permission when there is reasonable 

suspicion that a search will disclose evidence of 
illegal possessions or activity, or if threats to students’ 
health, welfare or safety emanate from the locker. 
Students must supply their own locks.  (Available at 
the student store.) 
 
Books/School-Issued Materials 
Each student assumes financial responsibility for 
books/materials/technology issued to him/her.  Loss 
or damage will result in a charge to the student. 

 
Language 
Students will not abuse or offend others through 
words, writings, or actions. 
 
Litter 
All litter must be disposed of in designated trash cans.  
We encourage students to recycle. 
 
Food in Class 
Eating and drinking are not allowed in the library, 
offices or gymnasium, in classrooms during class 
time, or at other times without teacher permission and 
supervision. 
 
Public Displays of Affection 
Excessive displays of affection are inappropriate in a 
school community and not permitted at any time 
during the school day or at school related events. 
They may also result in disciplinary action.  
 
Motor Vehicles 
All student motorized vehicles parked on the school 
campus must be registered in the Finance Office and 
have the parking permit displayed in the appropriate 
place.  All parking is first come first serve.  
 
Skateboards, Roller Blades, Razors or Scooters 
and Mopeds.  
For safety reasons, students are not allowed to ride 
bikes, skateboards, roller blades, mopeds, etc., on 
school grounds (including hallways and corridors) at 
any time (including before and after school, evenings 
and weekends). These items will be confiscated. 
Repeat offenders will have to have their parents pick 
up their confiscated items.  
 
Loitering 
Students are not to congregate or loiter around 
classrooms, restrooms or other areas when classes 
are in session. 
 
Thrown Objects, e.g. frisbee, balls, trash 
No objects should be thrown in the quad or around 
any buildings where they may land on the roof, break 
windows or possibly injure someone.  
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Dance Regulations 
Dances are open only to current LAHS students. 
Guest passes are available in the Finance Office for 
selected dances. Guests must have photo ID, and 
guest passes must be obtained prior to the day of the 
dance. If students leave the dance, they may not 
return to the dance. 
 
We are committed to providing a safe and drug-free 
environment at our school dances and will continue to 
use the Breathalyzer at dances.  All school rules 
apply to all school dances whether they are held on or 
off campus. 
 
Electronic Devices  
Students who carry electronic devices are expected 
to use them responsibly and at their own risk.  The 
school is not responsible for loss, theft or 
damage to electronic devices.  
 
Student use of electronic devices is limited on 
campus.  Electronic devices may not be used 
during instructional time, including students in 
the library, tutorial center or elsewhere on 
campus, including students with a free period. A 
teacher or librarian may give permission for the use of 
electronic devices during instructional time for 
educational purposes only.  For safety and 
instructional reasons, students may not use 
earphones or earbuds with electronic devices 
during instructional periods. The teacher or 
librarian may provide for the use of 
earphones/earbuds in the library when required for 
instructional purposes. 
School Officials will confiscate electronic devices 
when they are being used in violation of these 
policies.   
 
Disciplinary actions for violation of this policy include: 
 
First Offense during a school year:  The electronic 
device will be confiscated and held in the office until 
after school. 
Second Offense during a school year: The 
electronic device will be confiscated and a parent 
contacted. 
 
Third Offense during a school year: The electronic 
device will be confiscated and a parent will need to 
come to the school to pick it up.   
 
Refusal to surrender electronic devices to school 
staff or repeated violations of this policy may 
result in additional disciplinary action, up to and 
including suspension.   
 
Dress Code 
Mountain View / Los Altos High School District’s 
student dress code supports equitable educational 

access and is written in a manner that is inclusive and 
respectful of all persons’ race, sex, gender identity, 
gender expression, sexual orientation, ethnicity, 
religion, cultural observance, household income or 
body type/size. 
​
The student dress code supports our goal of inspiring 
students to learn while leaving primary decisions 
around student clothing and style to students and 
their parent(s)/guardian(s).  
 
Our expectation is that parents and guardians are 
responsible for ensuring student compliance with the 
school’s dress code, and students are responsible for 
knowing the student dress code and for complying 
during school hours and school activities.   

 
Allowable Dress 

●​ Students must wear clothing including both a 
shirt with pants or skirt, or the equivalent, and 
shoes. 

●​ Fabric must be covering the chest, buttocks 
and genitals and must not be see-through. 

●​ Clothing must be suitable for all scheduled 
classroom activities including physical 
education and the safety requirements of 
science, culinary and engineering labs. 

●​ Specialized programs or extracurricular 
activities may require specific attire, such as 
performing arts, or athletics uniforms or safety 
gear. 

Non-Allowable Dress  

●​ Stand-alone undergarments 
●​ Clothing may not depict, advertise or 

advocate: 
○​ the use of alcohol, tobacco, marijuana or 

other controlled substances (examples: 
beer logos, Playboy Bunny, “Cookies” 
brand, etc.) 

○​ pornography, nudity or sexual acts 
○​ hate speech targeting groups based on 

race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, religious affiliation or any 
other protected groups 

○​ Violence, weapons, or organized crime, nor 
be worn if recognized as an identifier of a 
gang or hate group 

CONSEQUENCES 

●​ First Offense: change/add clothing; also, meet 
with A.P. if clothing is under the 
“non-allowable” listing. 

●​ Second Offense:  Send to A.P. for parent 
contact/conference, change clothing. 
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Maintaining Proper Classroom Behavior 
Classroom Courtesy 
Students are expected to be respectful, courteous 
and responsible in the classroom. 
 
The following list of behavioral expectations has been 
developed by students and staff as a way to 
maximize quality classroom time and ensure a 
climate of mutual respect. 
▪​ Listen while the teacher or another student is 

talking 
▪​ Remain quietly alert while waiting for directions 
▪​ Use language which is acceptable, polite, and 

civil at all times 
▪​ Be prepared for class by bringing books and 

materials every day 
▪​ Eat, drink outside of classrooms only  
▪​ Keep class work areas clean 
▪​ Keep cell phones off during class 

 
Social Probation 
Students may be placed on social probation and 
denied the privilege of attending student activities. 
Social probation may be imposed as the result of 
misbehavior at student activities or violation of the 
district’s attendance policy. Social probation of seniors 
can include, but is not limited to, the loss of the 
privilege to attend the Senior Prom or to participate in 
Graduation. 
 
Academic Integrity (excerpt from BP5131.9) 
Honesty, trust and integrity are vital components of 
the education process.  The Governing Board 
believes that academic honesty and personal integrity 
are fundamental components of a student's education 
and character development. The Board expects that 
students will not cheat, lie, plagiarize or commit other 
acts of academic dishonesty.  
 
Teachers have a responsibility to emphasize the 
values of academic integrity. Teachers and/or 
designated staff should proctor quizzes and tests. 
Teachers should explain to students when 
collaboration is and is not appropriate on specific 
assignments completed inside and outside of class 
and should teach students what plagiarism is and 
how to properly use and cite primary and secondary 
sources. 
 
Students and families should understand and act 
upon the values of academic integrity and should 
encourage the highest standards of academic 
behavior from themselves and their peers. 
 
It is assumed that all work completed for a class is 
original work created for that class, for a specific 
assignment. 
  

Disciplinary Process for Violations of Academic 
Integrity 
Based on the severity of the Academic Integrity 
violation, the student’s disciplinary history, and an 
administrator’s assessment of the student’s conduct, 
in consultation with other staff, a student will be 
submitted either to a process for Restorative Justice, 
or a process for Traditional Discipline. Either process 
begins after the facts of the violation have been 
established by an Administrator, following an 
investigation of the relevant facts and testimony. 
 
If a student is accused of a Violation of the Academic 
Integrity Policy, he or she may present evidence in his 
or her defense, and respond to any evidence 
presented in support of the accusation. Turnitin.com, 
the observations and testimony of teachers, staff and 
other students and any materials submitted by the 
student may be used to establish the facts of the 
case. Any attempt to alter the materials or testimony 
related to such a case will automatically raise it to a 
Category C violation. 
 
Categories of Violations of Academic Integrity 
Category A Violations include, but are not limited 
to: 
▪​ Copying any minor assignment, such as a 

one-night homework assignment (not including 
tests or quizzes) assigned to be done 
independently. If it is not clear which student did 
the original work, and which student copied the 
work, both are guilty of a Category A violation. 

▪​ Collaborating on a minor assignment in a 
manner inconsistent with the expectations of the 
assignment for individual work. 

▪​ Sharing work on a minor assignment with 
another student with the reasonable expectation 
that the other student might plagiarize that work. 

 
Category B Violations include, but are not limited 
to: 
▪​ Collaborating on a major assignment, such as 

an assignment requiring multiple days to 
complete, in a manner inconsistent with the 
expectations of the assignment for individual 
work. 

▪​ Submitting plagiarized work, (other than copying 
a minor assignment as defined in Category A.) In 
the case of work plagiarized between students, if 
it is not clear which student did the original work, 
and which student plagiarized the work, both 
students are guilty of a Category B violation. 

▪​ Sharing work with another student with the 
reasonable expectation that the other student 
might plagiarize that work. 

▪​ Looking at another student’s work or paper 
during an exam, test, or quiz. 

▪​ Talking to or communicating with another student 
during an exam, test, or quiz. 
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▪​ Using any unauthorized material or device during 

an exam, test, or quiz, such as a calculator, 
digital device or written notes. 

▪​ Giving or receiving test information to or from 
students in other periods of the same teacher or 
same course or from previous school years if 
that information gives the recipient an advantage 
in the testing situation. 

▪​ Altering a returned quiz, test or assignment with 
the purpose of deceiving the teacher about the 
student’s performance on that assignment. 

▪​ A second offense of Category A. 
 
Category C Violations include, but are not limited 
to: 
▪​ Stealing (or photographing) exams, projects or 

assignments. 
▪​ Altering grades on a computer database or in a 

grade book. 
▪​ A second offense of category B. 

Process for Restorative Justice 
Restorative Justice is a process intended to achieve 
two goals: genuine learning that leads to a change in 
behavior, and restoration for the wrongs done to 
individuals and the community affected by the 
individual’s actions. 
 
Overview of the Restorative Justice Process: 
The restorative process to address violations of 
Academic Integrity will be as follows: 
 
1.The trained administrator or school representative 
will speak or meet with the student and 
parent/guardian to provide an overview of the 
Restorative Justice process and to assure consent. 
 
2.The trained administrator or school representative 
will speak or meet with the teacher of the student to 
assess whether or not he or she would like to 
participate in the Restorative Justice process. If the 
teacher would prefer not to participate, he or she will 
provide input to facilitate the process.  
 
3.     The Restorative Justice meeting will be 
scheduled. 
 
4.     The established facts of the violation will be 
reviewed. 
 
5.     The individual speaking on behalf of those 
harmed by the violation, and others speaking as 

parties harmed by the violation, describe the nature 
of the harm done to them and the community. 
 
6.     The student responds to the statements made 
by those harmed by the violation. 
 
7.     The panel and the student have a moderated 
discussion by the trained administrator or school 
representative of the statements and the student’s 
response to determine that the student fully 
understands and accepts the nature of the harm 
done and his/her responsibility for actions that led to 
that harm. 

a.     If there is no agreement at this stage (as 
determined by the trained facilitator), the 
sanctions of the Traditional Disciplinary 
process will be imposed. 

 
8.     The student provides potential solutions to 
repair the harm presented. 
 
9.     The panel and the student then have a 
moderated discussion of how the student can 
provide a satisfactory restoration for the harms 
done. 
 
10.  All parties agree to a specific plan for the 
restoration of harms done, including dates for their 
completion. 

a.     If the parties cannot agree to a specific plan 
for the restoration of harms done (as 
determined by the trained facilitator), the 
sanctions of the traditional discipline process 
will be imposed. 

 
11.  The administrator or school representative 
follows up to ensure that the agreements are 
completed. If the student does not complete the 
agreements by the specified dates, he/she is 
referred for additional discipline.   
 
Process for Traditional Discipline 
The traditional disciplinary process uses clearly 
defined consequences to deter violations of academic 
integrity and to change the behavior of the student by 
ensuring that future violations will receive more 
severe consequences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Los Altos High School​  20 
            2022-2023 



 

Category A 
Consequences 

Category B 
Consequences 

Category C 
Consequences 

●​ Student receives a V for the 
assignment. 

●​ Teacher notifies parent (via 
email, phone call, or mail) 

●​ Teacher notifies 
administrator via referral 

●​ Administrator logs offense in 
discipline file and meets with 
the student to review the 
Academic Integrity Policy. 

  

●​ Student receives a V for the 
assignment. 

●​ Teacher notifies parent (via email, 
phone call or mail) 

●​ Teacher notifies administrator. 
●​ Administrator logs offense in 

discipline file and meets with the 
student to review the Academic 
Integrity Policy. 

●​ Student becomes ineligible within 
the same year of the violation for the 
National Honors Society or any 
other academic or scholastic 
honor offered by any school or 
program of the MVLA District. 

●​ Student receives a V for the 
assignment. 

●​ Teacher notifies parent (via email, 
phone call or mail) 

●​ Teacher notifies administrator 
●​ Administrator logs offense in 

discipline file and meets with the 
student and parents to determine 
additional consequences which may 
include suspension, social 
probation and/or other 
consequences. 

●​ Student becomes ineligible for the 
California Scholarship Federation or 
any other academic or scholastic 
honor offered by any school or 
program of the MVLA District. 
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ATTENDANCE AND TARDY POLICY  
 
Attendance 24-hr line: (650) 941-2761     
Attendance Office: (650) 960-8811 ext. 2024 

 
ABSENCES 
Students may not exceed 14 unexcused absences 
across their entire schedule.  On the 15th unexcused 
absence, students may be referred to an alternative 
educational program/site pursuant to the District’s 
Involuntary Transfer Policy (AR/OP 5113). 

 
Points to Remember: 
1.  Unexcused absences will be counted across a 
student’s entire schedule. 
2.  Parents and students will receive telephone calls 
and mailed warnings as absences/tardies accumulate. 
3.  After the 10th unexcused absence, there will be a 
mandatory parent conference with the student’s 
Assistant Principal.  This conference will be scheduled 
to occur the morning after the family is contacted by 
the school.  
4.  At the student/parent conference, consequences 
and/or interventions for continued truancy are 
discussed and the student is assigned to Saturday 
School. An attendance contract will also be signed at 
this meeting.  Failure to attend Saturday school may 
result in a transfer to an alternative educational 
program/site.  
5.  Students may receive a failing grade (“F”) in a 
class if they accumulate 15 or more unexcused 
absences in a given class.  Prior to assigning a 
student a failing grade, the student or student’s parent 
will be given a reasonable opportunity to explain the 
absences.  
6.  Students are not entitled to make up assignments 
and tests missed due to unexcused absences or to 
receive credit for such work when it is made up. 
 
Reporting and Excusing Absences 
Parents are required to call the attendance office the 
day their student is absent.  When parents do not call 
within 2 school days the absences are counted as 
unexcused.  We will not accept late phone calls.  
We do not accept notes.  Parents must call the 
attendance office. Single period absences will not be 
excused (even with parent call) unless the student 
checks out through the attendance office prior to 
missing a class. 

 
Messages can be left 24 hours a day in English, 
Spanish, or Mandarin to (650) 941-2761. 
 
Excused - Illness, quarantine, health appointments 
(medical, dental, and optometry), religious holiday 
observances, death in the immediate family or serving 
on jury duty are the only legal reasons to be absent 
from school.  School-initiated activities that cause a 

student to miss a class are also considered “excused 
absences.” 

 
Unexcused - “Cuts” or other absences not classified 
as excused in the paragraph above, are designated as 
“unexcused absences.” Unexcused absences will be 
counted across a student’s entire schedule; e.g. if a 
student has one unexcused in second period, two in 
third, and one in sixth, that equals four unexcused 
absences. 

 
Truant - A truant is defined as any student who is 
absent from school without a valid excuse for three full 
days in one school year, or is tardy or absent for more 
than any 30-minute period during the school day 
without a valid excuse on three occasions in one 
school year, or any combination thereof.  (Ed.Code 
48260) – More information in the Parent/Student 
Handbook is at www.mvla.net/lahs/ 

 
Class Withdrawal 
Students wishing to withdraw/drop a class begin the 
process with their counselor. Drop forms can be 
picked up in the Counseling Office after discussing 
options with your counselor.  To initiate an AP/Honor 
class withdrawal, student must begin with their 
AP/Honor teacher.  If a teacher is hesitant to sign a 
drop form, students should schedule an appointment 
with their counselor.  Prior to six weeks from the start 
of the school year, students may transfer or drop a 
class without penalty, e.g. the class will not show up 
on the student’s transcript.  Transfers are subject to 
space availability and other constraints.  

 
TARDIES 
Students may not exceed 19 unexcused tardies 
across their entire schedule.  On the 20th unexcused 
tardy, students may be referred to an alternative 
educational program/site pursuant to the District’s 
involuntary transfer policy. 

 
Points to Remember: 
Unexcused tardies will be counted across a student’s 
entire schedule.  An unexcused tardy is absence from 
class from when the bell rings up to 30 minutes of a 
class period. 
After the 15th unexcused tardy, there will be a 
mandatory parent conference with the student’s 
Assistant Principal.  This conference will be 
scheduled to occur the morning after the family is 
contacted by the school. 

 
At the student/parent conference, consequences for 
continued tardiness are discussed and the student is 
assigned to Saturday School. An attendance contract 
will also be signed at this meeting.  Failure to attend 
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Saturday School may result in transfer to an 
alternative educational program/site pursuant to the 
district’s involuntary transfer policy. 
 
Upon a student’s initial classification as a truant, the 
District will notify the student’s parent or guardian of 
the following: 
●​ Student is a truant 
●​ Parent or guardian is obligated to compel the 

attendance of the student at school 
●​ Parents or guardians who fail to meet this 

obligation may be guilty of an infraction and 
subject to prosecution 

●​ Alternative educational programs are available in 
the District 

●​ Parent or guardian has the right to meet with 
appropriate school personnel to discuss 
solutions to the student’s truancy 

●​ Student/parent may be subject to prosecution 
●​ Student may be subject to suspension, 

restriction or delay of driving privileges 
●​ It is recommended that the parent or guardian 

accompany the student to the school and attend 
classes with the student for one day. 

 
Any student who has been reported as a truant and 
who is again absent from school without a valid 
excuse for one or more days, or is tardy, or absent 
from class for more than 30 minutes on one or more 
days, will again be reported as a truant to the 
Associate Superintendent.   
 
Any student is deemed a habitual truant who has 
been reported as a truant three or more times per 
school year.  A conscientious effort will be made to 
hold at least one conference with a parent or guardian 
or the student and the student himself, after the filing 
of each report. 
 
DA Mediation – Truant students and their parents 
may be reported to the District Attorney’s office and 
required to attend a DA Mediation meeting at the local 
police department. 
 
Responding To Warnings 
We send warning notices home to parents when 
students are marked absent. If a parent or guardian 
receives notice that a student has an unexcused 
absence for days when he or she was ill, had a 
medical appointment, or should have otherwise been 
excused, please contact the attendance office 
immediately at (650) 960-8811 ext. 2024 or call the 
24-hour hotline at (650) 941-2761 within 48 hours. 
 
Errors in Attendance Records 
The attendance office handles over 10,000 separate 
records of attendance and tardiness each day. Due to 
this large volume of information, we sometimes make 
mistakes, but we have developed a system to make 

corrections. We believe that it is both reasonable and 
useful that students be asked to follow through and 
seek the correction of these errors. 
 
If a parent receives a call reporting an absence and 
the student says he or she was not absent (or was 
excused for some “school” reason), the student 
should go to the attendance office and find out what 
period(s) he or she was marked absent. The student 
must see the teacher and request that the teacher 
correct the error.  
 
Assignment to Alternative Programs 
Students may be transferred to an alternative 
program under the following conditions: 
●​ Credit Deficiency: A student who is more than 20 

units behind in earning credits toward graduation 
may be assigned to an appropriate alternative 
program. A credit deficiency of 15 units together 
with a GPA lower than 2.0 may also result in 
transfer to an alternative program. (Board Policy 
6182, AR 6184). 
-​ To be considered “on target" for graduation, 

students must have earned: 
-​ 55 credits at the end of their Freshman year 
-​ 110 credits at the end of their Sophomore 

year 
-​ 165 credits at the end of their Junior year 

●​ Violation of the district’s attendance policy 
(outlined on pages 22-24). 

●​ Violation of Education Code 48900 Serious 
infractions of school rules and regulations, as 
well as expulsions, will result in a transfer to a 
Community School for expelled students and 
those with serious behavior problems. 

 
Students’ Rights 
If a student disagrees with an action taken by a 
teacher or school official, he/she should first comply 
with the request and then discuss the matter after 
class with the teacher. If the issue is not resolved, the 
student should follow these steps: 
1.​ Involve parent  
2.​ Involve counselor 
3.​ Involve an assistant principal 
4.​ Appeal to the principal 
5.​ Appeal to the district administration 

 
Involuntary transfer to an alternative program/site 
shall be imposed only when other means have failed 
to bring about improvement of conduct.  The decision 
to transfer must be in writing and must state the facts 
and reasons for the decision. 
 
Prior to being transferred to a continuation school, 
written notice must be given to the student and 
student’s parent or guardian informing them of the 
opportunity to request a meeting with a designee of 
the district superintendent. At the meeting, the 
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student and parent/guardian will be informed of the 
specific reasons for the transfer.   
 
The involuntary transfer decision must indicate the 
procedure for periodic review of the student’s 
eligibility to return to his/her home campus. The 
student or parent/guardian may request a review of 
the involuntary transfer prior to the student’s return to 
the traditional campus. Conditions for return to the 
home school are set forth in the “Contract to Return to 
Home School”.  The student has the right to request 
to be returned to a traditional site for the semester 
following the date on which the student met the 
stipulated conditions. 
 
Homework Request During Absence 
If a student will be absent longer than a week, 
parents/guardians call the attendance clerk at (650) 
960-8811 ext. 2024 to request homework from his/her 
teachers. Requests for homework take 24 hours to 
gather. Students may also call other students in their 
classes to get their assignments.  
 
Planned Absences, Family Vacations and 
Recreational Activities 
Family vacations and recreational activities are not 
excused absences. While we are sensitive to the 
inconvenience to families with conflicting vacation 
schedules, we cannot accept these as excused 
absences. Contact the administration in advance if 
you feel your circumstances warrant an exception.  
 
Students Leaving Campus for Medical 
Appointments or Illness 
Students leaving campus for appointments during 
their regular class periods must check out through the 
attendance office. Students must be signed out by 
a parent or guardian in person or by telephone for 
doctor’s appointment before leaving campus. The 
student must sign in upon return. If a student misses 
a class without being signed out prior to leaving, the 
student will get an unexcused absence. Parents 
should call in advance to excuse these appointments. 
Students who are ill are encouraged to stay home. 
Students who become ill or injured while at school are 
required to go to the attendance office so parents can 
be notified and will be expected to make appropriate 
arrangements for the student to leave the campus. 
Students who do not check out will receive 

unexcused absences for the classes they miss that 
day.  
 
Single Period Absences 
If a student has been to one or more classes and then 
leaves campus, we will not excuse him or her unless 
the student checks out through the Attendance Office.  
We will contact a parent to make sure that it is OK for 
the student to leave, and then clear the absence.  If a 
student has an appointment, parents/guardians 
should call the attendance clerk at 941-2761 or 
960-8832 ext. 2024 ahead of time OR have the 
students check out with the attendance office before 
they leave campus.  Students must also check back 
in with the Attendance Office upon returning to 
campus. 
 
Pepper Spray (BP 5131.7)  
Possession of pepper spray 
To prevent potential misuse that may harm students 
or staff, students are prohibited from carrying tear gas 
or tear gas weapons such as pepper spray on 
campus or at school activities. 
  
CA Law: 
Minors over the age of 16 can lawfully possess and 
use pepper spray in self-defense with written 
permission from parents or under parental 
supervision.  Due to safety concerns students may 
carry pepper spray to school and check it into the 
office upon arrival and check it out upon departing 
school only with written permission from 
parents/guardians.  Signed note must be filed with the 
school office. 
  
Whooping Cough 
If your child has been diagnosed with pertussis by his 
or her doctor: 

●​ Tell the school that a doctor diagnosed your 
child with pertussis; 

●​ School officials may request that you keep 
your child home from school and activities, 
such as sports and events, until your child has 
been on antibiotics for five days to treat 
pertussis; 

●​ Ask your child’s doctor for a note that states 
your child has pertussis. 
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GUIDANCE and COUNSELING 
 

There are seven counselors at Los Altos High School. 
Students are assigned to the same counselor for all 
four years, to the extent possible, allowing students 
and counselors to develop a relationship to support 
their academic, career and social development.  
 

Counselors visit classrooms to help students with 
high school and post-high school planning in a small 
group setting.  Additionally, all students will meet with 
their counselor for an individual 30-minute 
appointment during their freshman, sophomore, 
junior, and senior years.   Parents/guardians are 
encouraged to attend.  Topics at these appointments 
include: progress towards graduation, course 
selection, review of 4-year plan, college entrance 
requirements, high school and college testing, post 
High School planning, summer opportunities, and any 
other questions that arise.   
 

In collaboration with the College/Career Center, 
counselors also present several different evening 
programs each year. These programs inform students 
and parents about the college search process, the 
application process, and financial aid.  

Drop-ins: Counselors are generally available during 
normal school hours.  If students have questions or 
concerns, they may stop by the Counseling Office 
outside of class time to speak with their counselor.   
 

Appointments available: If more time is required, 
students or parents may contact Mayte Vallado 
counseling secretary, at (650) 960-8811 ext. 2034 to 
arrange for an appointment.   
 

College and Career Center: This is a wonderful 
resource center where you can find out about 
different colleges, scholarships, admission test 
schedules and to receive college and career 
counseling.  
 

Please refer to the Curriculum Handbook for course 
descriptions, graduation requirements, UC and CSU 
entrance requirements, and information about special 
programs such as ROP, AVID, Special Education, and 
ELD.  If you need an additional handbook, you may 
purchase one for $3.00 from the registrar. Families 
can also refer to the counseling page on the LAHS 
website at www.mvla.net.  

 

Counseling Department Staff - First call (650) 960-8811 and then enter the extension. ​ Extension 
Ryan Carter, Counselor and Department Coordinator___________________________________________​ 2038 
Dafna Adler, Counselor__________________________________________________________________​ 2040 
Jacob Larin, Counselor_________________________________________________________________           2037 
Jeamice Parker, Counselor_______________________________________________________________​ 2041 
Ariel Rojas, Counselor___________________________________________________________________​ 2039 
Deanna Mistele-Ali, Counselor ___________________________________________________________   ​ 2035 
Tamesha Wise, Counselor________________________________________________________________​ 2036 
Angela Price, College Advisor_____________________________________________________________​ 2476 
Elena Baquero, Registrar (Manages registration, transcripts & records)_____________________________​ 2020 
Mayte Vallado, Counseling Secretary (Schedules appts., receives & distributes forms)_________________​ 2034 
Laura Duran College & Career Center Coordinator (Provides career & college testing information)_____​ 2128 
CHAC Counselors (Support students with emotional needs) Contact Cariann Lee for a referral__________​ 2017 

 

NAVIANCE – FAMILY CONNECTION 
 

MVLA is pleased to provide parents access to Family Connection from Naviance, a Web-based service designed to 
connect students, parents and the school. Family Connection is a comprehensive website that you and your child 
can use to help in making decisions about courses, colleges, and careers. Counselors use Family Connections to 
track and analyze data about college and career, to provide up-to-date information about college/career related 
activities and events, etc. 
Family Connection will allow you and your child to: 
●​ Get involved in the planning and advising process – Build a resume, complete online surveys, and manage 

timelines and deadlines for making decisions about colleges and careers 
●​ Research colleges – Compare GPA, standardized test scores, and other statistics to actual historical data from 

our school for students who have applied and been admitted in the past. 
●​ Sign up for college visits – Find out which colleges are visiting our school and sign up to attend those 

sessions 
Family Connection also lets us share information with you and your child about upcoming meetings and events, local 
scholarship opportunities, and other Web resources for college and career information. In addition, the site includes a 
link that your child can use to send us an email message. Early in the school year the Counseling offices and the 
College and Career Centers will be sending out information regarding Family Connection, usernames and 
passwords. 
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ACADEMICS 
 

Grades and Evaluation Of Student Achievement 
The Board of Trustees believes that grading 
practices should support and inspire student 
learning and should be aimed at reducing failure and 
promoting improvement of academic achievement 
for all students. 
 
Grades serve a valuable instructional purpose by 
helping students and parents/guardians understand 
performance expectations and identifying a student’s 
areas of strength and those in need of improvement.  
The Board further believes that parents/guardians 
and students have the right to receive course grades 
that represent an accurate assessment of a 
student’s achievement of content and performance 
standards and that grades are not influenced by a 
student’s behavior, student characteristics and/or 
non-academic indicators. 
 
The Superintendent shall be responsible for 
enforcing the Board policy, which establishes the 
standards on which a uniform grading system that 
applies to all students in a given course is based. 
(Board Policy 2120). 
 
Site course teams shall determine grading practices 
for a given course.  Principals and teachers shall 
ensure that student grades conform to this system.  
Approved course-level grading practices will be 
used by all teachers assigned to teach that course. 
 
Teachers shall inform students and 
parents/guardians how student achievement will be 
evaluated in the classroom through common course 
information sheets that are shared by all teachers 
teaching the same course at each site. 
 
Education Code 49066 provides that the grade 
assigned by a teacher is final, absent any clerical or 
mechanical mistake, fraud, bad faith, or 
incompetency.  Pursuant to Education Code 49066, 
the Board and Superintendent cannot order a 
student’s grade changed unless the teacher, to the 
extent practicable, is given an opportunity to state 
the reasons why the grade was given and to be 
included in all discussions regarding the changing of 
the grade. 
 
The Board recognizes that assessment and grading 
have two primary purposes: 
 

1.​ To increase student achievement by giving 
students feedback relative to their 
performance on specific academic standards 
(accomplished best through formative 
assessment), and 

2.​ To measure and report student achievement 
(accomplished best through summative 
assessment). 

 
The Board expects: 

1.​ Grades to be fair, timely and accurate and 
based on clearly defined academic 
standards, as determined by course teams. 

 
Fair: ​ Grades are aligned, vertically and 

horizontally so that all students in 
a course are graded in relation to 
the same criteria. 

Timely:  ​ Feedback is provided soon 
enough after a performance, and 
assessments/grades are posted in 
a timely fashion so that students 
can effectively use the feedback 
to improve their performance on 
those academic standards. 

Accurate:​ Grades describe a student’s 
achievement of clearly defined 
academic standards using valid 
and reliable standards. 

 
2.​ Teachers of the same course, (e.g. United 

States History, Biology Honors) to align their 
grading assessment practices in the following 
areas: 

 
a.​ The weight of assignments for the 

various categories of assessment 
b.​ Homework policies, late/makeup policies, 

opportunities for revision (within a time 
frame established at the course or 
department level), extra credit and 
grading scales 

c.​ Their definitions of what constitute 
degrees of proficiency.  Course teams will 
use a calibration process to determine 
those degrees of proficiency. 

 
3.​ Group work to be considered an essential 

part of the learning experience.  Grades 
earned through group participation reflect an 
individual student’s achievement on a 
designated academic standard and to be 
awarded to individuals rather than to groups 
of students. 

 
4.​ Extra credit to be given only when it supports 

student achievement of academic standards 
for the course and when it is equitable for all 
students. 
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5.​ Education Code section 48205(b) and BP 

6154 requires that all pupils absent from 
school, pursuant to an excused absence or 
suspension, shall be allowed to complete all 
assignments and tests missed during the 
absence that can be reasonably provided, 
and upon satisfactory completion, within a 
reasonable period of time, shall be given full 
credit therefore.  Furthermore, BP 6154 
states with respect to unexcused absences 
that “Students who miss work because of 
unexcused absences may be given the 
opportunity to make up missed work for full or 
reduced credit.  Teachers shall assign such 
makeup work as necessary to insure 
academic progress, not as a punitive 
measure.” 
 

6.​ In grading and assessment practices, 
teachers follow district policy, school and 
department guidelines and site course team 
agreements. 

 
Repeated Classes 
A student may repeat a course in order to raise 
his/her grade through summer school, online or by 
repeating the course during the next term, if space is 
available.  Both grades received shall be entered on 
the student’s transcript, but the students shall 
receive credit only once for taking the course. The 
highest grade received shall be used in determining 
the student’s overall grade point average, provided 
the course is repeated within the MVLA system.  For 
courses taken outside of MVLA, e.g., at other 
institutions or online, both grades will remain on the 
transcript and both grades will be factored into the 
GPA. 
 
Incompletes 
An Incomplete will be used when a student has not 
submitted required evidence of learning.  
Incompletes must be completed within six months 
from the date of the incomplete was issued.  
Completion of an “I” will convert the “I” into a grade 
and credit.  Failure to make up an incomplete within 
the designated time period will result in the “I” 
remaining on the transcript indefinitely and no credit 
is given for the course.  If the course was required 
for graduation, student will have to retake the class if 
the incomplete is not made up within the designated 
time period. 
 
In Danger of Failing 
Whenever it becomes evident to a teacher that a 
student is in danger of failing a course, the teacher 
shall immediately notify the student’s 
parent/guardian in writing.  A failing grade can only 
be assigned if the parent/guardian was notified with 

enough time remaining in the grading period to allow 
for remediation to occur. 
 
Physical Education 
No grade of a student participating in a physical 
education class may be adversely affected due to 
the fact that the student, because of circumstances 
beyond his/her control, does not wear standardized 
physical education apparel. (Education Code 49066) 
 
Participation in Extra and Co-Curricular 
Activities 
Students in grade 9-12 must earn at least a 2.0 or C 
grade point average, having completed 20 units of 
credit in the previous grading period and be 
currently enrolled in a minimum of five classes in 
order to participate in extra-co-curricular activities. 
 
Honor Roll 
All courses shall be counted in computing eligibility 
for the honor roll.  Any grade other than A, B, C will 
eliminate eligibility for honor roll.  The three levels of 
honors are determined according to the following 
criteria: 

a.​ Honor Roll: Students must have at least 
3.0 GPA for the grading period with no 
grade less than a “C”. 

b.​ Honors:  Student must have four (4) “A”s 
and no grade less than a “B”. 

c.​ High Honors:  Student must have five (5) 
“A”s and no grade less than a “B”. 

 
Pass/Fail Grading 
With parental approval, students may elect to earn a 
“Pass” or “Fail” grade instead of an A-F grade in 
certain classes where the teacher provides this 
option.  A student opting for a P/F must sign an 
agreement with the teacher during the 1st week of 
each semester. 
 
Students who receive a “Pass” grade will acquire the 
appropriate semester units of credit for the course, 
and the grade will not be counted in determining 
class rank, honor roll, or membership in the 
California Scholarship Federation.  Students who 
received a “Fail” grade will not receive credit for 
taking the course. 
 
Withdrawal from Classes 
A student who drops a course during the first six 
weeks of the semester may do so without any entry 
on his/her permanent record card.  A student who 
drops a course after the first six weeks of the 
semester shall receive a W (withdraw) on his/her 
permanent record, unless otherwise decided by the 
principal or designee because of extenuating 
circumstances. 
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Add/Drop Deadline 
Students may add a new course up until the end of 
the third week of the semester. Level transfers can 
only take place prior to the end of the sixth week of 
the semester. Students who drop a course after six 
weeks from the start of the semester will receive a 
"W" (withdraw mark) on their transcript. 
 
Grading Practices 
The Superintendent encourages teachers of like 
course to establish grading practices with the 
following guiding principles in mind: 
 

1.​ Students have a range of opportunities and 
ways to demonstrate their knowledge, skills, 
and attitudes pertaining to expected learning 
outcomes through multiple assessment 
strategies. 

2.​ Through formative assessments, teachers 
provide timely, descriptive feedback of what 
each student knows and is able to do in 
relation to the expected learning outcome, 
and communicate how the student can 
improve in relation to those outcomes.  
Results from formative assessments are 
used to inform subsequent instruction.   

3.​ When determining grades, teachers consider 
the body of evidence and to use their 
professional judgment in evaluating this 
evidence within the parameters established in 
Board policy. 

4.​ In determining grades, consideration is given 
to using the median or mode, as opposed to 
the mean. 

5.​ Consideration is given to grading scales that 
do not distort grades by disproportionately 
weighting low scores and penalizing students 
disproportionately for missing or late work.  
Grading scales should ensure that an “F” 
comprises a numerical value no greater than 
any other grades, e.g., C=70-79; F=50-59.  
Allow for make-up or alternative assignments 
for low or missing grades. 

6.​ Make-up work and late assignments are 
accepted within a reasonable time frame 
established at the course level to ensure 
students’ equal educational opportunity. 

7.​ Consideration is given to allowing 
improvement in a grade earned when 
students show mastery of content as 
measured by external standards, e.g., AP 
tests. 

8.​ Student performance is assessed in 
relationship to preset standards, and not 
based on a student’s achievement relative to 
other students’ achievement. 

9.​ Consideration is given to assigned group 
projects predominantly as in-class work and 

to limit group projects that require students to 
meet with their teams outside of class. 

10.​ In assigned groups, teachers will give 
consideration to the following: Group grades 
could undermine motivation and violate 
individual accountability.  Grades should be 
based upon individual learning measured 
against defined curriculum outcomes rather 
than compared to other students or based on 
group performance. 

 
Grading Policy     
Each teacher has an established written grading 
policy based on Course Team agreements. Students 
will be informed of the grading policy for each course 
through the course information sheet that is 
distributed to students on the first day of class and is 
available online at www.mvla.net. 
 
Quarter grades reflect students’ progress to date. 
Semester grades include second and fourth quarter 
grades and are the official grades that appear on the 
transcript. Transcripts follow a standard grading 
system: A, B, C, D, F, P (pass-credit), I (incomplete). 
 
Students are not entitled to make up assignments 
and tests missed due to unexcused absences. 
Students may receive a failing grade if they 
accumulate 15 or more unexcused absences in 
that class. 
 
If an absence is excused, it is the student’s 
responsibility to contact the teacher outside of class 
and make up missed work within the number of days 
that he/she was absent.  Whenever it becomes 
evident to a teacher that a student is in danger of 
failing a course, the teacher shall notify the parent.  
This may be done via a phone call, a request for a 
conference, or a written report (BP 5124(a)).  When 
grades are given for any course of instruction taught 
in a school district, the grade given to each pupil shall 
be the grade determined by the teacher of the course 
and the determination of the pupil’s grade by the 
teacher, in the absence of clerical or mechanical 
mistake, fraud, bad faith, or incompetence, shall be 
final.  (E.C. 49066) 
 
Instructional Materials 
Books and materials, including films, videos and 
DVDs are selected with a great deal of care and 
consideration.  All text books are reviewed to 
establish that they meet state content standards and 
they are approved and adopted by the Board of 
Trustees.  Instructional materials are selected for 
pedagogical reasons, to support and advance desired 
educational outcomes consistent with state and board 
adopted content standards, and to meet the 
educational needs and interests of a wide range of 
students. We encourage parents to contact their 
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student’s teacher if there are any questions regarding 
instructional resources used in a given class.  In rare 
cases a parent may decide that a particular book or 
film may not be consistent with their family values.  In 
that event we ask you to contact the teacher to make 
arrangements for your student to work on an 
alternative assignment given by the teacher. 
 
Report Cards/Progress Reports 
Progress Reports are issued mid-quarter as a 
progress checkpoint. Teachers must inform parents in 
writing if a student is in danger of failing. Report 
Cards are issued quarterly with grades.  If a parent 
does not receive these items when expected, contact 
the office for a duplicate copy.  Only semester grades 
appear on a student’s transcript. The school is 
authorized to withhold student schedules, grades, 
transcripts and diplomas if school fines are not paid. 
Contact the Bookkeeper if you have any questions. 
 
Open Access for Honors and AP Classes 
LAHS has an open access policy for Honors and 
Advanced Placement classes.  Students may choose 

to challenge themselves by taking these courses. 
There are no prerequisites or recommendations 
needed. However, it may not be possible to change a 
student’s schedule to a different class if a student 
wants to drop an honors or AP class once it has been 
selected due to space constraints. 
 
Course Transfer/Withdrawal Policy 
Prior to six weeks from the start of the school year, 
students may transfer or drop a class, except for 9th 
Grade PE, without penalty, e.g., the class will not 
show up on the student’s transcript. Transfer from the 
original class to the new class is subject to space 
availability constraints.  Students will enter the new 
class without a transfer grade and be responsible for 
previous work in the new class. 
 
After six weeks from the start of the school year (for 
year-long classes) students will receive a W 
(withdrawn) on their transcript. 
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SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
The Los Altos High School community takes great 
pride in the wide array of academic support services 
that are available to ensure student success.  The 
most important thing students can do is to ASK FOR 
HELP. Listed below are some ideas that may help 
students. The list, however, is not exhaustive and any 
of your teachers, counselors or administrators may 
suggest other ideas.   

 
Remember:  

Your academic success is our first priority! 
 
Tutorial Center (funded by the MVLA Foundation) 
Students may study independently or receive tutoring 
assistance in all curriculum areas to complete their 
work. The Tutorial Center is located adjacent to the 
Library.   Hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 pm Monday 
through Friday.  Please contact Jacob Valadez, the 
Tutorial Center Coordinator, at (650) 960–8811 ext. 
2055 for further information. 
 
The Tutorial Center provides free tutorial assistance 
for all students in all academic subjects. The goal is to 
promote academic progress with an emphasis on 
productive study habits in an inviting atmosphere.  
The tutorial center has everything a student needs 
while studying in the tutorial center. 
 
The tutorial staff includes a full-time coordinator, and 
tutors recruited from a wide range of resources; adult 
volunteers from the community, LAHS parents, retired 
teachers, university students, and LAHS peer tutors. 
Tutoring sessions are individual or small group, 
walk-in or by appointment. Students are encouraged 
to use the Center during their free time. The tutorial 
center is open during the school day, before school, 
after school and during break and lunch.   
 
College/Career Center (funded by the MVLA 
Foundation) 
The College/Career Center is located in the Library 
and Tutorial Center Building. Students and parents 
are encouraged to take advantage of the many 
services offered by the Center.  Our computers allow 
students to explore college and career choices and 
contact college websites through Internet access. 
SAT, SAT II, and ACT test applications are available 
as well as UC and CSU admission applications. 
Students and parents may check out school 
information videotapes, college guides, career 
resource books and test preparations materials.   
 
Fall brings visits by college representatives from 
around the country to the College/Career Center to 
speak with interested students and parents. The 
dates of these visits are posted in the Center in 

advance. Throughout the year, the Center, in 
collaboration with the Counseling Department 
sponsors evening programs pertaining to college, 
admission information and financial aid.  Informational 
postcards are mailed to parents regarding the dates 
of these programs.   For individual assistance or help 
with Naviance, call Laura Duran, the College Career 
Center Coordinator at (650) 960-8811 ext. 2128 or 
check our webpage. 
 
Scholarships 
Scholarship information is available in the 
College/Career Center or from your counselor. 
 
Honor Organizations 
California Scholarship Federation ~ Membership in 
the California Scholarship Federation (CSF) is based 
on students’ academic records. Life members of CSF 
may receive Gold Seal distinction at graduation.  CSF 
applications are always due within the first month of 
the semester. Due dates are announced in the daily 
bulletin. Second semester Spring applications must 
be submitted in September.   
 
National Honor Society ~ Membership in the National 
Honor Society (NHS) is based on outstanding 
scholarship, leadership, service, and character. 
Membership is open to sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors. Students can participate in the selection 
process in early spring.  
 
For further information about CSF or NHS, please 
contact Terri Salsman de Rodriguex at 
terri.salsmanderodriguex@mvla.net. Applications for 
NHS and CSF are available on our website under the 
Honors Organizations.   
 
Mentor Tutor Connections and Just Read 
These are cross-generational, volunteer programs 
designed to support the educational and social/ 
emotional needs of our students through mentoring 
and tutoring.  MTC matches mentors with students 
with similar interests.  The mentor functions as a role 
model helping students develop self-esteem and 
supporting their goals and aspirations.  Just Read 
matches students with trained tutors to help students 
develop stronger reading and writing skills.  For more 
information and a referral to either program contact 
your counselor. 
  
Summer School 
The high school summer school program is designed 
for students who are credit deficient, have failed a 
class required for graduation or college admission, or 
require remediation in order to meet high school exit 
standards. There are limited options available for 
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incoming 9th grade students who could benefit from 
intensive intervention programs in Language Arts or 
Math. Students 16 years of age or older, who wish to 
take a summer school class for acceleration or 
enrichment may apply for permission from their 
counselor to take such classes at Foothill or De Anza 
College.   
 
AVID 
AVID, Advancement Via Individual Determination, is a 
program designed to support students under- 
represented in higher education. It engages students 
in the writing process, inquiry method, and 
collaborative learning to improve critical thinking and 
communication skills. Students review study skills, 
especially note-taking, test-taking, and time 
management skills. The course helps prepare 
students for college entrance examinations and 
promotes individual responsibility for college 
preparation and continual learning. AVID students 
have tutorial support services twice a week and also 
participate in service learning.  Contact Keren 
Dawson-Bowman at 960-8307 for further information. 
 
Online Classes 
Students who fail a class in the first semester, or 
those who want to improve their grade to meet 
University of California’s a-g requirement are 
encouraged to take the class over through 
OdysseyWare – online during the second semester. 
 
There is no guarantee that classes will be offered 
during the summer for students to repeat failed 
classes. 
 
Students should see their counselor for more 
information. 
 
Parent-Teacher Communication 
We strongly encourage parents to use the CANVAS 
Learning Management System to get information 
about specific classes. Parents may also contact 
teachers directly whenever parents have questions or 

concerns about their child’s progress in a class. 
Parents may contact teachers via email (preferred) or 
leave a phone message. 
 
Parent/Teacher Conferences  
Parents may request an individual teacher conference 
via a sign-up process after the first grading period 
ends. Details about his process will be shared in the 
fall. 
 
Emotional/Psychological Support 
Students or their parents may contact Kristin Castillo, 
Student Services Coordinator, (960-8811 ext. 2018) 
Cariann Lee (960-8811 ext. 2017) or the student’s 
academic counselor if they have concerns about the 
student’s emotional well-being. Students will be 
referred to appropriate support services, based on the 
student’s needs. 
 
School-Based Clinical Services 
Students can access free, short-term social and 
emotional counseling support on campus from our 
Clinical Services team. Please contact Cariann Lee at 
(650) 960-8811 ext. 2017. Students and families may 
also complete the online referral form in English or 
Spanish on our website. Parent(s)/guardian(s) who do 
not want their student to receive counseling services, 
except where permissible by California Family Code 
6924, should contact their school administrator. All 
requests should be submitted in writing. 
 
Special Education 
Special Education programs and services are 
available to all eligible students. If a parent or 
guardian has a reason to believe that a student needs 
special education support, please contact one of the 
student’s teachers, a counselor, or an administrator to 
express any concerns. Parent(s)/guardian(s) may 
also contact the Special Education Administrator at 
1299 Bryant Avenue, Mountain View, CA 94040, or 
call (650) 940-4650 ext. 0051. 
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Special Student/Parent Events 
 
Back-to-School Night via Zoom  
August 25, 2022 
Parents will have the opportunity to be in a shortened 
version of each of their student’s classes. 
 
UC/CSU Presentation Night (Virtual) 
Sept 29, 2022 6-8 PM 
 

Financial Aid Night (Virtual) 
TBD  
 
Student Recognition 
National Honor Society Induction ​ April 20, 2023 
Student Recognition Evening​ May 10, 2023   
Senior Awards & Recognition Evening​ May 17, 2023 
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION AND 
COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 

 MVLA Union High 
School District 

  
English                      ​ 40 credits 
  
Social Studies            ​ 35 credits 

World Studies      ​ 10 credits 
Addtl.Global Studies    5 credits 
U.S. History        ​ 10 credits 
Civics                  ​  5 credits 
Economics          ​  5 credits 

  
Mathematics             ​ 20 credits 
  ​ Must include Algebra I 
  
  
  
  
Science                      ​ 20 credits 

Must include 10 credits of a 
physical science and 10 credits of a 
life science 

  
  
  
 World Language/Fine Arts/ 
Practical Arts           ​ 20 credits 

20 credits in one area or any 
combination in the 3 areas 

  
  
Physical Education   ​ 20 credits 

1.  ​ All Freshmen will be enrolled 
in 9th grade P.E. for the entire year. 
  
2.  ​ Refer to course catalog or 
BP6142.7 for options after 9th 
grade to complete requirement. 

  
Health Education      ​ 5 credits 
  
Electives                    ​ 60 credits 
  

TOTAL              ​ 220 credits 

 University of California 
  

  
English                      ​ 4 years 
  
History                      ​ 2 years 

World Studies      ​ 1 year 
U.S. History        ​ 1 year 

  
  
  
  
Mathematics             ​ 3 years 

Algebra I             ​ 1 year 
Geometry            ​ 1 year 
Algebra II            ​ 1 year 
(4 years recommended) 

  
Laboratory Science  ​ 2 years 

2 of 3 disciplines:  Biology,   
Chemistry, or Physics           ​  
(3 years recommended) 

  
  
   
World Language      ​ 2 years 

Must be in the same language. 
(3 years recommended) 

  
  
Visual and Performing 
 Arts                          ​ 1 year 
 
Electives                    ​ 1 year 

One unit (two semesters), in 
addition to those required 
above, chosen from the 
following areas:  visual and 
performing arts, social studies, 
English, advanced mathematics, 
laboratory science, computer 
engineering/ technology, and 
language other than English. 
(a third year in the language used 
for the world language 
requirement or two years of 
another language). 

 California State 
University 

  
English                      ​ 4 years 
  
History                      ​ 2 years 

World Studies      ​ 1 year 
U.S. History        ​ 1 year 

  
  
  
  
Mathematics             ​ 3 years 

Algebra I             ​ 1 year 
Geometry            ​ 1 year 
Algebra II            ​ 1 year 
(4 years recommended) 

  
Laboratory Science  ​ 2 years 

Biology and one other college 
prep. science course (Chemistry, 
Physics, Envir Sci AP or 
Forensics) Acceptance of “g” 
courses subject to change 

   
World Language      ​ 2 years 

Must be in the same language. 
  

  
  
Visual and Performing 
 Arts                          ​ 1 year 
  
Electives                    ​ 1 year 

One unit (two semesters), in 
addition to those required 
above, chosen from the following 
areas:  visual and performing arts, 
social studies, English, advanced 
mathematics, laboratory science, 
computer engineering/ 
technology, and language other 
than English. 
(a third year in the language used 
for the world language 
requirement or two years of 
another language). 

Revised 6-13-19 
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Earning High School Credits in Non-Traditional 
Settings 
The Mountain View Los Altos High School District will 
accept credits earned in private schools, institutions 
of higher learning or other private programs. These 
credits will be shown on the Mountain View Los Altos 
transcript as "transfer" credits. Typically, 15 hours of 
verified work will result in one unit of credit with a 
maximum of 5 units of credit per semester per class.  
 
Students must get prior approval from their counselor 
for all outside coursework.  Classes taken prior to 9th 
grade do not earn credit for graduation. It is the 
student's responsibility to provide the school with an 
official transcript as the basis for receiving credit 
toward graduation. A student may not count more 
than 35 credits completed in a non-traditional setting 
toward graduation. 
 
Repeating Classes 
Only courses taken within the Mountain View-Los 
Altos school system may be used to replace a grade 
previously earned in a given course. Board policy 
specifies that grades for both courses will be listed on 
the student's transcript, but only the higher grade will 
be computed as part of the student's GPA. Only 
course grades of D or lower may be replaced with the 
higher grade when a class is repeated. 
 
Transfer courses cannot be used to replace a grade 
earned in a course previously taken in our school 
system, with the exception of classes taken at 
colleges or universities. 
 
Requirements for Graduation 
In order to be able to participate in graduation 
activities including marching in the school’s 
Commencement Ceremony, students must have 
successfully completed all 220 units of credit required 
for graduation and have successfully met all subject 
area requirements.  In order to receive a high school 
diploma, students must also pass the California High 
School Exit Exam. Only students who have spent the 
last semester of their senior year in residence at the 
high school, or at Middle College or Moffett 
Independent Study, are eligible to receive a diploma 
from the high school and to participate in the high 
school’s graduation ceremony. Students who transfer 
into the district from other parts of the State or the 
country or from abroad during their senior year are 
exempt from this provision. 
 
Reporting of Class Rank 
As a district, we have a clear interest in promoting 
students’ admission to prestigious colleges and 
universities and in offering every student the best 
possible advantage when applying to selective private 
universities. To that end, official transcripts issued to 
colleges and universities will not display class rank.  

Transcripts display 6 different GPA’s – 3 based on 
weighted GPA and 3 on unweighted GPA. Since we 
no longer provide class rank, the college profiles will 
include an annual grade distribution table. See 
example below: 
 

Typical GPA Distribution Table 
(Based on Academic GPA 9-12) 

Unweighted GPA Weighted GPA 

4.51-5.00: 0 3.51-3.75: 92 4.51-5.00:36 3.51-3.75: 40 

4.26-4.50: 0 3.01-3.50: 130 4.26-4.50: 70 3.01-3.50: 90 

4.01-4.25: 0 2.51-3.00: 96 4.01-4.25: 69 2.51-3.00: 85 

3.76-4.00: 137 2.5-below: 55 3.76-4.00: 74 2.5-below: 46 

 
California School Information Services Program 
(CSIS) 
The Mountain View Los Altos High School District is 
participating in the California School Information 
Services (CSIS) Program which facilitates the 
electronic transfer of student data to the California 
Department of Education and to districts and/or public 
postsecondary institutions to which the student is 
transferring or applying to for admission.  All data 
maintained by the CSIS program is in compliance 
with federal and state privacy and confidentiality 
requirements. Student information is encrypted in 
such a way that no personally identifiable information 
is retained by CSIS. 
  
The benefits of participation to the student and parent 
are that student records can be transferred more 
promptly and that information about student 
assessment and academic placement will be 
available at the time of transfer. Schools and districts 
will benefit through the reduction of required state 
reporting and increased accuracy of data. 
  
Parents have the right to inspect student information 
maintained by the CSIS program. For further 
information or to initiate this procedure, call Geeta 
Bhagat at (650) 940-4650 ext. 0034. 
 
California Partnership for Achieving Student 
Success (Cal-PASS) 
The Mountain View Los Altos High School District has 
joined Cal-Pass which was developed by a 
state-sponsored and funded initiative to provide 
California with a data sharing system that allows 
educators to examine student success and transition 
between all segments of the educational system.   
The system is developed around a central database 
to which participating LEAs submit student-level 
data.  The submitted data is encrypted to ensure all 
privacy requirements are met.  While each student 
receives a unique identification number in the 
Cal-PASS system to allow tracking across segments, 
the database is used to track cohorts of students only. 
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California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data 
Systems (CALPADS) 
To enable California to meet the federal requirements, 
Senate Bill 1453 (SB1453) was enacted in September 
2002 to require: (1) the assignment of a Statewide 
Student Identifier (SSID) as an individual, yet 
non-personally identifiable number to each K-12 
student enrolled in a California public school; and (2) 
the establishment of the California Longitudinal Pupil 
Achievement Data Systems (CALPADS) that includes 
statewide assessment data, enrollment data, teacher 
assignment data, and other elements required to 
meet federal NCLB reporting requirements.  
 
 
 

California High School Proficiency Exam (CHSPE) 
The California High School Proficiency Examination 
(CHSPE) is a voluntary test that assesses proficiency 
in basic reading, writing, and mathematics taught in 
public schools. The test is given in English only. You 
may take the CHSPE only if you meet one of the 
following requirements on the test date: 

▪​ You are at least 16 years old, or 
▪​ You have completed at least one academic year 

of the 10th grade, or 
▪​ You are enrolled in the second semester of 10th 

grade. 
 
For additional information about the CHSPE go to the 
following website: https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sp/ 
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HOMEWORK POLICIES 
 
Time​
Teachers of all courses will devise homework 
assignments that a large majority of students can 
complete satisfactorily within the expected amount of 
time. It is important to note that these numbers below 
refer to the time spent by the majority of students in 
the class. If students find that homework for class is 
taking significantly more than the expected amounts 
listed here, they should speak with their teacher for 
help examining their study habits and strategies and 
for other resources. 
 
Students in College Preparatory and non-UC 
recognized Honors classes should expect up to 
2-3 hours of focused, undistracted homework 
time per week in a single class. Students who 
choose to enroll in Advanced Placement classes, and 
currently as well as future UC recognized Honors 
courses, should expect greater workloads. The 
District encourages students to consider the number 
of AP classes they enroll in, keeping in mind that real 
college courses frequently require self-directed study 
that can, at a student’s option, far exceed time 
specified here. The District encourages students to 
leave time in their schedules for this self-directed 
study. 
 
Students who choose to accept the challenge of 
enrolling in an AP and UC approved honors 
course should expect to devote up to 4-5 hours 
weekly to homework aimed at mastery of an 
externally prescribed curriculum at the level of an 
introductory course in an academically respected 
four-year college. 
 
Projects​
Time spent on projects outside of class counts 
towards the total time expectations for homework.AR 
5121 allows project-based assignments to be 
assigned as homework. These tasks should minimize 
group meetings outside of school hours, significant 
assistance from parents, or costly materials. Online 
communication should be encouraged to complete 
group projects. Teachers should monitor and be 
mindful of the logistical challenges of group 
assignments outside of the classroom.   
 
Student Self-Advocacy Regarding Concurrent 
Deadlines​
The District recognizes that self-advocacy skills need 
to be explicitly taught and regularly reinforced. In that 
spirit, we encourage individual students to 
communicate with their teachers in a timely manner 

when they find themselves with concurrent deadlines. 
Teachers will address student concerns by offering 
opportunities for test corrections, retests, or revisions, 
extending deadlines, checking with other students to 
see if class-wide adjustments are appropriate, and 
speaking with students about appropriate study 
strategies, planning resources and methods for 
handling stress and suggesting other appropriate 
actions. The District will continue to explore ways to 
address the issue of stress caused by concurrent 
deadlines. 
 
Breaks and Weekends 
The homework assigned on Friday, due on the 
following Monday, will not exceed the average 
daily amount assigned on other weekdays. 
Students may choose to use weekends for voluntary 
revision, review, enrichment, or completion of 
make-up assignments. 
 
Homecoming Weekend, Thanksgiving Weekend, 
December Break, February Break and April Break 
are designated as homework free. 
 ​
Homework free means that students will not be 
required to complete school work at these designated 
times, and there will be no tests given on Mondays 
following a homework-free weekend.  Students may 
choose to use these breaks for voluntary revision, 
review, enrichment, or completion of make-up 
assignments.  AP Classes may require homework 
over the April break, in preparation for the upcoming 
AP Exams. Students may access online external 
tutorial programs provided by the District to support 
them in their studies after school, in the evening and 
during weekends and breaks.   
 
End of Semester 
There will be no new assignments or new material 
introduced, other than make-up work and review 
activities, on the days during finals week, not 
designated for final exams.  Students will not be 
pulled out of class for extra or co-curricular activities 
and there will be no evening school activities except 
for optional review sessions. 
 
Summer​
Regardless of the course, homework will not be 
assigned during the summer break for courses 
taken in the subsequent school year. The District 
strongly encourages students to pursue summer 
reading and other activities for enjoyment and 
enrichment. 
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MATHEMATICS COURSE PLACEMENT PROTOCOL 
  

 Math Placement Protocol – Grade 8 to 9 
  

Rising 9th graders choose their classes based on the recommended sequence of courses listed below: 
  

 
Math Pathways 

 
            
                 8th Grade​ ​9th Grade 

Math 8 CC8/8.0                       ​ ​ Algebra I or Algebra Enhanced 
  

Algebra CC8/Math 8.1             ​ ​ Geometry/Geometry H 
     ​  

Geometry H CC8/Math 8.2     ​ ​ Algebra II/Algebra II H 
     ​                     

Placement Protocol 
  

Placement in appropriate mathematics courses is critically important for a student during his or 
her middle and high school years.  A student’s 9th grade math course placement is a crucial 
crossroad for his or her future educational success.  Misplacement in the sequence of 
mathematics courses creates a number of barriers and results in students being less competitive 
for college admissions, including admissions at the California State University and University of 
California. 
  

1.  ​ During course selection in February, 8th grade students pick their 9th grade math class based on the 
above pathways chart. 

2.  ​ Students may self-select into Honors, if they feel that they are prepared for the rigor of a HS honors 
class.  Historically, students who earn a grade of ‘B’ or better in an accelerated 8th grade math class 
are likely to do well in a high school honors class. 

   
3.  ​ Students’ math placement is subject to review and adjustment based on the following criteria: 

  
A.  Students who earn a C or better in their 8th grade math course, will be automatically 

advanced to the next course in the sequence, as indicated on the Math Pathways chart. 

B. Students who earn a minimum score on an objective placement test adopted by the district, 
are automatically advanced to the next course in the high school math sequence, regardless 
of the grade earned in the 8th grade course. 

  
Note:  Teacher recommendation is only used if the teacher advocates for acceleration when the objective 
criteria listed in A & B above are not met. 
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Sequence of Events 

1.  ​During the months of February and March, counselors meet with middle school students and staff to 
discuss transition to high school and explain the placement process.  Counselors emphasize the 
importance of meeting eligibility criteria to qualify for placement in geometry or higher in the 9th grade.  

 ​ The Math Placement protocol and procedure will be explained in detail and a written copy will be given 
to every student.  A copy of this protocol is also included in the course selection handbook. 

  

2.  ​High School and district administrators meet with middle school parents to discuss the transition 
process and to emphasize the importance of completing four years of college prep math in high school, 
with the goal of completing calculus. This will include discussion of various pathways for acceleration. 

  

3.  ​Middle school students select their courses online in February.  Students select their math course based 
on the Pathway Chart above.  Students’ course selections are monitored by Ed Services based on 
objective data outlined in the Placement Protocol.  Corrections to students’ schedules are made at the 
school site.  Preliminary student course selections are mailed home in March and further adjustments to 
math courses can be made by June per parent request, if necessary.  Middle school teacher 
recommendations are ONLY taken into consideration when this recommendation would result in 
accelerating a student’s placement. 

  

4.  ​During the summer, up until a week prior to the opening of school, and again one week after school 
opens in fall, Ed Services verifies placement in math courses, notifies high school administrators and 
requests that high school principals take immediate steps to contact families of misplaced students, and 
ensure that students are placed in the appropriate math course per protocol. 8th grade SBAC scores 
may be used to validate placement, when available. 

  

Recourse for parents who seek a change in math placement 

Upon receiving confirmation of final student schedules, parents may contact their students’ counselor or a 
site administrator to submit a request for review of student placement and/or a change in placement. 
Changes to math courses must be requested prior to the first day of school. 

  
  
  

Board approved 9.17.18 
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CLASSES AVAILABLE AT LAHS 
 

Art (Visual) 
AP Studio Art (f) 
Digital Photo 
Drawing I, II & III (f) 
Painting I (f) 
Photography I & II (f) 

Athletics 
See Sports and Athletic pages  
elsewhere in this directory 

AVID 
Freshman,Sophomore, Junior, Senior 

English 
AP English Literature & Comp. (b) 
AP Language & Composition (b)  
American Literature Survey (b) 
Culture, Identity, Communication (b) 
English Literature Survey (b) 
Expository Reading & Writing I/II (b) 
Film Analysis (b) 
Global Connections A/B (b) 
Journalism/Talon (g) 
Journalism 1 
New Media Literacy (f)  
Society and Politics in Literature (b) 
Survey of Composition & Literature (b) 
Survey Skills 
World Literature (b) 
World Literature (H) (b) 
 
World Language  
AP French Lang (e) 
AP Latin (e) 
AP Mandarin Lang/Culture  
AP Spanish Lang (e) 
AP Spanish Lit (e) 
French 1, 2, 3 (e) 
French 3 (H) (e) 
Spanish 1, 2, 3, 4 (e) 
Spanish 2 (H) (e) 
Spanish 3 (H) (e) 
Latin 1, 2, 3, 4 (e) 
Mandarin 1, 2, 3 (e) 
Mandarin 4 (e) 

Health  
Health Education 
 
Math 
AP Calculus AB (c) 
AP Calculus BC (c) 
AP Computer Science (c) 
AP Statistics (c) 
Algebra 9/Algebra I (c)  

Algebra I Enhanced  
Algebra II (c) 
Algebra II (H) (c) 
Calculus (c)  
Geometry 9/Geometry (c) 
Geometry (H) 
Multivariable Calculus/Math 1C & 1D (c) 
Statistics (c) 
Trig/Math Analysis (c) 
Trig/Math Analysis (H) (c) 

  Performing Arts 
 Acting I & II 
 Auxiliary Unit 
 Chamber Ensemble 
 Chorale 
 Concert Band 
 Concert Choir 
 Girls’ Ensemble  
 Jazz Dance 
 Jazz Dance – Adv 
 Jazz Ensemble 
 Marching Band 
 Orchestra 
 Symphonic Band 
 Volare (Advanced Choir) 
 Wind Ensemble 
  
 P. E. 
 Grade 9 PE 
 Grade 10-12 PE 
 Yoga 
  
Science 
Advanced Science Investigations (c/d) 
Agriculture-Ecology (d) 
AP Biology (d) 
AP Chemistry (d) 
AP Environmental Science (d) 
AP Physics I (d) 
AP Physics C (E and M) (d) 
Biology (d) 
Biology (H) (d) 
Biotechnology (d) 
Chemistry (d) 
Chemistry (H) (d) 
Environmental Sciences (d) 
Forensics (g) 
  
Tech Eng & Design 
Aerospace Engineering (g) 
AP Comp Sci (g) 
Culinary 
Design & Fabrication  (g) 
Design & Prototype (g) 
Intro. Engineering/Design (g) 
Introduction to Computer Sci (g) 

Principles of Engineering (g) 
Robotics 1 (g) & 2 (pending) 
STEAM Fnds (Academy) (g) 
  

  Social Studies 
AP European History (a)  
AP History of Art (f) 
AP Human Geography (a,g) 
AP Micro Economics (g) 
AP Psychology (g) 
AP US History (a) 
AP US Government & Politics (a) 
Contemporary World Issues (a)                
Global Connections A & B (a) 
Psychology (g) 
US History (a) 
Civics (a) 
Economics (a)  
World Studies (a) 

 Special Education  
Consult the student’s counselor for 
these classes. 
 
Non-Departmental Elective Credit 
Courses 
Academic Support 
AVID Tutor 
Dance Team 
Opportunity Tutor 
Peer Tutor 
Rally 
Student Government (ASB/SCL) 
Teacher Aide/ Tech-TA/Office Aid 
Yearbook 

 Notes:  
(H) = regular & honors sections of 
this class. 
 
a-g indicates classes that satisfy the 
UC/CSU admission requirements  
a= History/Social Science 
b= English 
c= Math 
d= Laboratory Science 
e= Language other than English 
f= Visual & Performing Arts 
g= College Prep Electives 
 
For complete information about 
each class please see the Course 
Selection Guide on the LAHS 
website. 
 
Consult the student’s counselor 
with any questions 
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TEST AND EXAM INFORMATION 
   

For more information on PSAT, SAT I, SAT II, and AP tests, visit www.collegeboard.com 
 
Finals Schedule 
(See LAHS website for periods and times) 
 
Students are expected to be in class during all 
final exam periods for which they are enrolled. 
 
First Semester​           Second Semester 
December 19-22                    June 5-8 
 
PSAT  (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test) 
Students in grades 9-11.  
 
SAT Reasoning and SAT Subject Test   (Scholastic 
Aptitude Test)​
Registration is by mail or online. Applications are 
available in the College & Career Center. For more 
information go to 
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat 
 
ACT   (American College Test) 
For information and test dates, go to: 
https://www.act.org/ 
 
Advanced Placement Examinations 
For information on Advanced Placement Tests and 
dates go to https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/ 

UC Analytical Writing Placement Exam 
(“Subject A” Exam) 
For information and test date, go to: University of 
California English test Click on this link.. 
 
State-Mandated Tests 
The California Assessment of Student 
Performance and Progress Assessments of 
English Language Arts and Math, will be taken by 
all 11th grade students in Spring 2023. The CAST, 
California’s test of science will be taken by all 12th 
grade students in the Spring of 2023.  
 
EAP (Early Assessment Program) in collaboration 
with the California Department of Education and 
California State Board for placement in CSU and 
Community College is embedded in the Smarter 
Balanced Tests to be given to 11th graders in the 
spring of 2023. 
 
ELPAC 
English Language Proficiency Assessment for 
California 
The annual testing window will be in Spring 2023. 
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STUDENT PERFORMANCE-BASED RECOGNITION 
Eligibility in the 
Local Context 

Eligibility in the Local Context (ELC) is a program by which the University of California identifies 
top-performing California high school students. Unlike the broader statewide eligibility pathway, 
which seeks to recognize top students from throughout the state, ELC draws qualified students 
from among the top 9 percent of each participating high school. 
 

To be designated as ELC, a student must have attended an eligible, participating California high 
school, satisfactorily completed a specific pattern of 11 UC-approved courses prior to the start of 
senior year, and have a UC-calculated GPA that meets or exceeds the top 9 percent GPA 
benchmark established by UC for their school. To maintain the ELC status, the student must 
satisfy the general admissions requirements including the successful completion of the 15 required 
“a-g” courses, maintain a 3.0 GPA and submit an official copy of ACT with Writing or SAT 
Reasoning Test scores. 
 
Source: 
https://www.ucop.edu/student-affairs/programs-and-initiatives/undergraduate-admissions/eligibility-local-context.html 

Seal of 
Biliteracy 

The State Seal of Biliteracy (SSB) recognizes high school graduates who have attained a high 
level of proficiency in speaking, reading, and writing one or more languages in addition to English. 
The SSB is awarded by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction in accordance with specified 
criteria set forth in the legislation. 
 

To be eligible for the SSB, students must meet the following criteria by the end of 12th grade: (1) 
complete ELA courses for graduation with a minimum of 2.0, (2) pass the 11th grade SBAC/ELA 
exam at a “standards met” level, (3) demonstrate proficiency in foreign language by one of the 
three approved methods, (4) achieve “early advanced” proficiency in the State English language 
assessment (i.e. ELPAC) if English is not the primary language. 
 
Sources: 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/sealofbiliteracy.asp 
http://sealofbiliteracy.org/state/ca/ 

Golden State 
Seal 

The Golden State Seal Merit Diploma (GSSMD) recognizes public school graduates who have 
demonstrated their mastery of the high school curriculum in at least six subject areas, four of 
which are English language arts, mathematics, science, and U.S. history, with the remaining two 
subject areas selected by the student. The GSSMD is awarded jointly by the State Board of 
Education (SBE) and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI). 
 

Each local educational agency (LEA) that confers high school diplomas is required per 
California Education Code (EC) sections 51450–55 to maintain appropriate records in order to 
annually identify students who have earned a GSSMD and to affix the GSSMD insignia (seal) to 
the diploma and transcript of each qualifying student. 
 
Source: 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/gsefaq.asp 

National Merit 
Scholarship 
Program 

The National Merit® Scholarship Program is an academic competition for recognition and 
scholarships that began in 1955. 
 

To participate in the National Merit® Scholarship Program, a student must: 
1.​ take the PSAT/NMSQT® in the specified year of the high school program and no later 

than the third year in grades 9 through 12, regardless of grade classification or 
educational pattern; 

2.​ be enrolled as a high school student (traditional or homeschooled), progressing normally 
toward graduation or completion of high school, and planning to accept admission to 
college no later than the fall following completion of high school; and 

3.​ be a citizen of the United States; or be a U.S. lawful permanent resident (or have applied 
for permanent residence, the application for which has not been denied) and intend to 
become a U.S. citizen at the earliest opportunity allowed by law. 

Source: 
https://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/interior.aspx?sid=1758&gid=2&pgid=424 
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
 

Student Eligibility 
Student participation in student activities requires 
maintaining a 2.0 grade point average with no Fs, 
earning a minimum of 20 credits per semester and 
being enrolled in a minimum of five classes.  Eligibility 
is checked each quarter. Questions about student 
activities should be directed to Jeanine Seagraves at 
jeanine.seagraves@mvla.net 
 
Student Government 
Student Government is made up of elected officers 
(Executive Council and Class Council), as well as 
appointed members of the Associated Student Body 
(ASB) and Student Community Leaders (SCL) classes. 
Ninth graders interested in joining either ASB or SCL 
should sign up for an interview in the Attendance 
Office during the first week of school. 
 
Associated Student Body  
(ASB) Leadership 2022-2023 
Advisor:                                               Nicolas Betancur 
PRESIDENT:                                                Tara Davari 
VICE-PRESIDENT:                                      Mihika Jain 
SECRETARY:                                           Sadie Gracon 
TREASURE:                                      Brandon Fujimoto 
ACTIVITIES COMMISSIONER:           Ayjay Ben Tovim 
 
 
 
 

Senior Class of 2023 
(Advisors: Mr. McCormick, Mr. Shahrivar) 
PRESIDENT Rodrigo Sepulveda Sagaseta 
VICE PRESIDENT Kaitlyn Smiley 
SECRETARY Andre Mangune 
TREASURER Stuart Cash 
PUBLICITY COMMISSIONER Jennifer Corley 
 
Junior Class of 2024 
(Advisors: Ms. Hambrick & Ms. Johnson) 
PRESIDENT Andrew Campos  
VICE PRESIDENT Kiera Gowers  
SECRETARY Lauren Holm 
TREASURER Natalie Holm 
PUBLICITY COMMISSIONER Calissa Welborn 
 
Sophomore Class of 2025 
(Advisors Mr. Arias and Mr. Sproule) 
PRESIDENT Simona Choi  
VICE PRESIDENT Michael Leff  
SECRETARY Maya Horton 
TREASURER Sreyas Kadiyala 
PUBLICITY COMMISSIONER Gabriella Zuraek 
 
Frosh Class of 2026 
(Advisors Ms. Mistele-Ali and Ms. Wise) 

 
 

CLUBS 
 

There are a variety of clubs that students can join on 
campus. The majority of the clubs meet at lunchtime.  
Students can learn about these clubs on “Club Day” 
being held on Wednesday, September 11 @ Lunch. 
Three students and an advisor are required to start a 
new club. Club applications are available in the front 
office and must be approved by Student Government. 
ASB oversees the operating funds of all clubs and 
classes. 
 
Students may engage in non-school sponsored 
activities under the District Limited Open Forum 
Provision. Non-sponsored groups may have access 
to school facilities, but will not have a faculty sponsor 
and will not be supported with ASB funds. See 
Nicolas Betancur for more details about non 
school-sponsored activities. 

Below is a small sample of the clubs offered at 
LAHS. For a complete list, please visit: This Link 

 
Amnesty International 
Asian Student Union 
AVID Council 
Black Student Union 
Christian Club 
Dance Club (jazz) 
French Club 
Gay-Straight Alliance 
Green Team 
Haiti Solidarity 
Interact Club 
Jew Crew 
Key Cl 
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SPORTS AND ATHLETICS 
 

Los Altos High School offers an extensive sports 
program. Ninth graders and new students find athletic 
teams an excellent way to get involved.  Prior to 
participation in any sport (whether trying out or 
competing), students are strongly encouraged to 
purchase an ASB membership card, and must turn in a 
current blue card (physical exam, insurance 

information, parent’s signature for the drug & alcohol 
and steroid agreements, the parent/student pledge, 
etc.) and pay the $100.00 transportation fee (per sport) 
to the bookkeeper.  LAHS athletes – see Student 
Eligibility requirements. Athletes who do not attend 
their academic classes may not participate in athletic 
events on the same day they were absent. 

 
 
Athletic Director: Michelle Bokamper Noeth   ​(650) 960-811 ext. 2023 
 
 
Fall: 
Cheer 
Cross Country (Boys/Girls) 
Dance 
Field Hockey (Girls) 
Football 
Golf (Girls) 
Tennis (Girls) 
Volleyball (Girls) 
Water Polo (Boys/Girls) 
 
 

Winter: 
Basketball  (Boys/Girls) 
Cheer 
Dance 
Soccer  (Boys/Girls) 
Wrestling 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Spring: 
Badminton (Boys/Girls) 
Baseball 
Gymnastics (Girls) 
Golf  (Boys) 
Lacrosse (Boys/Girls) 
Softball 
Swimming & Diving (Boys/Girls) 
Tennis  (Boys) 
Track & Field (Boys/Girls) 
Volleyball  (Boys) 

 
SCVAL League 
The Santa Clara Valley Athletic League (SCVAL) 
consists of 15 schools in two divisions: the upper De 
Anza Division and the lower El Camino Division. 

Different sports compete in different divisions. The 
following is a listing of schools participating in the 
SCVAL league and the phone numbers of their 
athletic offices: 

 
Cupertino HIgh School 
(408) 366–7310            
​
Fremont High School      
(408) 522–2400             
​
Gunn High School  
(650) 354-8259             
​
Homestead High School 
(408) 522-2534 
 
Los Altos High School   
(650) 960–8811 ext.      
    
 

Los Gatos High School   
(408) 354-2730             
​
Lynbrook High School   
(408) 366-6893            
​
Milpitas High School      
(408) 635-2800
​
Monta Vista High School 
(408) 366–7600 
 
Mountain View High School 
(650) 940-4600 ext. 1421 
 
 

Palo Alto High School 
(650) 329–3710 
 
Santa Clara High School 
(408) 423-2613 
 
Saratoga High School 
(408) 867-3411 
 
Wilcox High School 
(408) 554-6300 
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PARENT ORGANIZATIONS 
  

 
Los Altos High School has numerous active parent 
organizations that help create an academic 
excellence as well as superior extracurricular 
activities that enrich our students’ educational 
experience. 
  
Los Altos High School PTSA  
The LAHS Parent Teacher Student Association 
(PTSA) is a volunteer organization that works to build 
strong relationships among parents, teachers, and the 
school administration in support of students.  It 
provides volunteer and financial support to help 
enrich the high school experience provided by the 
MVLA School District.  When you join the LAHS 
PTSA, you become part of a network of parents and 
teachers working to enhance our kids’ educational 
experience at the high school level. 
 
Why join the PTSA?  Joining the PTSA benefits your 
child!  More than 40 years of PTA research has 
proven that kids do better when their parents are 
involved both at home and school.  Also, joining gives 
you a voice in deciding the direction of the LAHS 
PTSA.  Only members can vote on where PTSA 
funds are spent, what programs should be 
implemented, and overall PTSA goals.  There's no 
better way to know what's happening at the school.  
Every member of our LAHS PTSA gets counted as 
the total number of PTA members in the state, thus 
allowing the California PTA to use those numbers 
when lobbying for legislation that is beneficial to our 
kids at the local level.  Finally, being a member of the 
PTSA is fun and a great way to get connected with 
other parents. 
 
An individual membership is $20, and a family 
membership is $40.  A basic membership ($20) 
comes with one login for the on-line student directory 
and family membership ($40) comes with two log-ins. 
 
Meetings 
LAHS PTSA meetings are held six times throughout 
the year at 7 pm in the Tutorial Center. At each 
meeting we hear updates about school and district 
activities from our Associated Student Body 
president, our principal, and our superintendent. 
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend!  
 
Meeting Dates: Sept. 6, Nov. 1, Jan. 10, March 7, 
April 4, and May 2.  
 
Jennifer Denebeim - President 
(jdenebeim@comcast.net)  
Jenny Schroder - Executive Vice President 
jennyfschroder@gmail.com  

Parent Volunteers  
There are many ways for parents to volunteer and 
become involved at Los Altos High School. 
Volunteering in the administrative office, graduation 
reception, grad night party, Writer’s Week, and 
teacher/staff appreciation events are just a few of the 
options. Please contact Amy Heath, VP of Volunteers, 
amy.heath@yahoo.com if you are interested in 
volunteering. 
 
The Instrumental Music Boosters 
The Instrumental Music Boosters is a parent 
organization created to provide support to students 
participating in the Los Altos High School instrumental 
music programs, including String Orchestra and 
Chamber Orchestra; Symphonic Band and Wind 
Ensemble; Jazz Ensemble; Marching Band and Color 
Guard. 
 
All parents of instrumental students are automatically 
members of Instrumental Music Boosters. Meetings 
are generally held the first Monday of the month at 
7:00 PM over Zoom. The first meeting will be Monday, 
August 29th due to the Labor Day holiday. We will 
send out the Zoom link for this meeting via the 
Instrumental Music Google Group. 
 
Instrumental Music Boosters is the sole 
parent/community source of funding for the 
instrumental music department by buying music, 
repairing equipment, purchasing new instruments, 
funding music clinicians and support staff, and 
providing student scholarships. We welcome all 
parents to participate in the fun, meet other parents, 
and most importantly, support a program that has a 
significant impact on the education of our children. 
 
This past spring we’ve had a series of conversations 
with teachers and parents to extend the charter of 
instrumental music boosters to support all the 
performing arts: choir, drama, and dance. For the 
2022-23 school year we will be working with parents of 
students in all disciplines to provide volunteer support 
across the performing arts program and coordinate 
fundraising across the program.  Expect to hear more 
about this process as we work together to understand 
how parents can best support all our performing arts 
students. 
 
Meeting Dates: Aug 29, Oct. 3, Nov. 7, Dec. 5, Feb. 6, 
March 6, April 3, May 1 
 
President: Chris Hondl 
musicboostersLAHS@gmail.com 
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Athletic Boosters 
The Athletic Boosters is a nonprofit group comprised 
of parents, grandparents, community members, 
alumni, and teachers whose primary purpose is to 
support all athletic programs at the high school.  We 
provide funding for uniforms, equipment, coach 
training and facilities. 
 
We depend on your membership fees and your 
participation in our fundraisers to help us continue to 
support the LAHS Athletic programs.  We offer 4 
levels of Membership, including $50 (Single), $100 
(Family), $250 (All-League), and $500 (Hall of Fame) 
- although a donation of any amount is appreciated.  
Please see our Membership Form for details of what 
is included with each level of membership. Our 
primary fundraisers are the Pumpkin Patch in the Fall, 
the Christmas Tree lot in the Winter, and -NEW THIS 
YEAR- a golf tournament/auction that will also be 
held in the Fall.  Your support and participation is 
encouraged. Meetings are normally held around the 
second Monday of the month in the Tutorial Center at 
5:00 p.m.  Everyone is welcome.     
​  

Meeting Dates for 2022-23: Sept. 12, Oct. 10, 
Nov.14, Jan. 9, Feb. 13, Mar. 6, Apr. 3, May 8 
 
Co-Presidents:  Angela Player & Valerie Cairns 
athletic-boosters-lahsptsa@mvla.net 
 
School Site Council 
Los Altos High School has an active council composed 
of eighteen elected members (two-year terms); five 
students, five parents, seven teachers, one classified 
staff and two appointed administrators.  The School 

Site Council supports school programs by providing 
input on staff development, curriculum development, 
student achievement, campus safety and other school 
programs..  
  
The Site Council meets on the following Tuesday 
evenings at 6:30 in the Tutorial Center. 
 
Sept. 13, Oct. 25, Nov. 8, Jan. 17 (Review and 
approve Safety Plan) Feb. 7, Mar 14 (Review and 
approve Single Plan) Apr. 18, May 16. 
 
For More information contact Galen Rosenberg at 
960-8811 ext. 2012 
 
LUCHA 
LUCHA es un grupo para padres que existe para 
informar, apoyar y educar a los padres Latinos sobre el 
sistema educativo y su papel en la vida académica de 
sus hijos.  Hablamos de temas diferentes como los 
requisitos para la graduación, proceso de entrar la 
universidad, exámenes académicos, servicios de la 
comunidad, ayuda financiera y cómo comunicarse con 
y tener acceso a los maestros, consejeros y 
administración de la Preparatoria de Los Altos. 
Tenemos una junta cada mes durante el año. Se les 
enviará invitaciones con información sobre las juntas a 
sus hogares y se les enviará una tarjeta con 
información a sus hogares.  Los invitamos a participar 
en este grupo para que todos nuestros estudiantes 
realicen sus capacidades y tengan éxito en la 
preparatoria y en el futuro. Para más información, 
llamar a Fabian Morales Medina (650) 960-8811 Ext 
2016. 
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2022-2023 PTSA Board & Chairs Directory  

PTSA Position Name Email 

President Jen Denebeim jdenebeim@comcast.net 

Executive Vice President Jenny Schroder jennyfschroder@gmail.com 

Secretary Marcsi Elovson mkratochwill@yahoo.com 

Treasurer Joel Meyer joelmmeyer@gmail.com 

VP Membership Erin Hautop ehautop@yahoo.com 

VP Volunteers Amy Heath amy.heath@yahoo.com 

VP Communications Christine Lenz christine.lenz@gmail.com 

Parliamentarian Trish Carballar ntrishwish77@gmail.com 

Auditor Elaine Wang elainelwang@hotmail.com 

Historian Erika Shapiro erikashapiro@gmail.com 

Athletic Boosters Valerie Cairns 
Angela Player 

vjcairns@yahoo.com 
angela.player@gmail.com 

Challenge Day  Sonia Gaur soniagaur@yahoo.com 

College Fair OPEN  

Grad Night  Liz Bacchi 
Jeanine Stiff 

lizbacchi@yahoo.com 
jstiff610@gmail.com 

Grad Reception OPEN  

Sustainability Committee Linda Lee 
Laura Larghi 

linda@dwalliance.com 
laura_larghi@hotmail.com 

Homecoming Brunch Setup Maija Lahdesmaki maija.lahdesmaki@gail.com 

Instrumental Music Boosters Chris Hondl chondl@gmail.com 

Text Book Room Christina Sabin sabinchristina@gmail.com 

Translation Atossa Shafa atossa.shafa@gmail.com 

Pizza Cart Sharon Tan sharontantan@yahoo.com 

Snack Bar Natasha Stirrup natashastirrup@hotmail.com 

MVLA Ed. Foundation Kristine Bardman kristine.bardman@mvla.net 

Office Volunteers Asha Kumar ashalnair@gmail.com 

Parent Education Megan Crissman 
Nikki Selden 

meganhcrissman@gmail.com 
nrselden@aol.com 

STEAM Week Daisy Captez 
Grace Tang 

daisycapetz@gmail.com 
cosang@gmail.com 

Staff Appreciation Ria Freidman riafriedman@gmail.com 

Student Directories Lillian Stadler lillian.stadler@gmail.com 

Writers Week Julie Watson 
Anjana Nagarajan-Butaney  

julie@jkwatson.com 
anjana.nagarajan1@gmail.com 
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Welcome from the Superintendent 

Dear MVLA Students and Parents, 

Welcome to a new school year! MVLA is a district that cares about student success and takes great pride 
in providing a solid educational foundation for all our students. We want you to have an excellent high 
school experience and are proud of the strong culture of high-quality academics within an inclusive support 
atmosphere. MVLA is a nationally recognized district where 
students excel and are known for connecting to their 
community. 

I want to encourage you as students to become strong voices 
on your campuses and invite parents to continue to work with 
your students and let us know how we can continue to 
improve. Your partnership with our district is why it has been 
so successful. 

Our dedicated team works hard to support all students with 
high expectations.  We have a high university acceptance rate, 
and Los Altos and Mountain View schools are consistently 
ranked nationally in the top 1% of high schools. Students are 
recruited and accepted at prestigious universities around the 
world. We offer many Advanced Placement (AP) and Honors 
classes. Our student-to-teacher ratio is one of the best in 
California. Our schools have received the maximum six-year 
accreditation from the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges (WASC). 

MVLA offers two unique, comprehensive high school campuses: Los Altos High School and Mountain View 
High School.  We also have a model continuation school, Alta Vista High School, near the Mountain View 
campus. If you are interested in a smaller school setting with hands-on experience, we have the Freestyle 
Academy of Communication Arts and Technology, which integrates state-of-the-art academic instruction 
with the latest multi-media production.  If you are interested in a unique college setting, we offer Middle 
College on the Foothill campus, where you can gain college credits while earning your high school diploma.  
Lastly, we also offer independent study within our Adult Education program.  This program allows students 
to take courses from home with the support of educational professionals. We value the benefit of matching 
students to the best pathway for their high school years and continue to innovate and create multiple 
pathways toward success. 

These enriching experiences do not happen in isolation. We are thankful that the MVLA High School 
Education Foundation supports our educational program. Through the generosity of our parents and the 
community, the Foundation helps students have an enhanced high school experience. The annual 
contribution from the Foundation extends library hours, lowers class size in critical classes, and funds the 
college/career centers on our campuses. Our students benefit greatly from their support and collaboration. 

On behalf of the Board of Education, we want to thank you for joining us on this critical journey and for the 
community's countless contributions to MVLA. Together, we will prepare all of our students for a successful 
future. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Nellie Meyer, Ed. D. 
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MVLA District Organization 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Board of Trustees 
Ms. Catherine Vonnegut, President​ (650) 940-4650 ext. 0098 
Ms. Debbie Torok, Vice President​ (650) 940-4650 ext. 0097 
Dr. Phil Faillace, Clerk​ (650) 940-4650 ext. 0096 
Mr. Sanjay Dave​ (650) 940-4650 ext. 0095 
Ms. Fiona Walter  ​ (650) 940-4650 ext. 0099 
  
Student Representative to the Board of Trustees 
Sadie Gracon​ ​ ​            Los Altos High School 
Ava Keshavarzi                           ​​ Mountain View High School 
 

The Board of Trustees typically meets the second and fourth Mondays of every month at 7:00 p.m. 
in the District Office Board room, 1299 Bryant Avenue, Mountain View. 
  

Visit our website at  www.mvla.net  for links to our schools, employment, board policies, board 
agenda, meeting minutes and other interesting MVLA information! 
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ATTENDANCE BOUNDARIES 
 
High School boundaries were established in 1980/81 
with the goal in mind to equitably serve the three 
municipalities that make up our district and to create 
two high schools of reasonably equal size and quality. 
The boundaries as drawn have helped achieve this 
goal and they are still serving our stated purpose 
today. We recognize that parents new to the district 
and prospective homeowners often have questions as 
to which high school their children will be attending. 
Families may also be affected by occasional 
boundary changes in the elementary districts which 
may add to the confusion about which high school 
your child will be attending. All addresses are posted 
on our website to enable parents to determine the 
high school their child will be attending.  Once you are 
on the website, simply type in your street name and 
you will be able to see which school your son or 
daughter will be attending. 
 
Students are assigned to their “neighborhood” school, 
which is determined by the student’s address. The 
only exception applies to special needs students, e.g., 
Special Education and ELD, whose IEP or Personal 

Learning Plan requires placement in a program that is 
offered only at one specific school site. The district 
does have an Open Enrollment policy that enables 
families to submit an INTRA-DISTRICT TRANSFER 
request to attend a school in the district other than the 
one to which the student was assigned.  School 
capacity of each high school is established annually, 
however both high schools have reached capacity, 
hence we will not be accepting any intradistrict 
transfer requests other than for students who have a 
sibling during the school year.  
 
Certain programs have enrollment caps.  Once 
capacity is reached in a given program, students 
may be assigned to the school where space in the 
program is still available, regardless of 
attendance boundaries. 
 
Special Education students and English 
Language Learners are assigned to High School 
on the basis of their academic needs and 
availability of programs to meet those needs, and 
not on the basis of where they reside. 

 
 

RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Prior to admission into district schools, students shall 
provide proof of residency. A student can have only 
one residence for the purpose of establishing 
residency. To be considered a resident of the district 
the student must reside full time, i.e. 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, including periods of school recess and 
vacation in a residence that is located within district 
boundaries.  Student residency may be verified 
annually. Reasonable proof of residency may be 
established by providing documentation listed in 1 
through 3 below: 
 
1.​ Current Photo ID of resident (e.g. California 

driver’s license or identification card, valid 
passport, consulate issued photo identification); 
and 

2.​ Current rental/lease agreements on company 
printed forms which include names of occupants 
OR current property tax bill with resident name, 
address, and homeowner’s exemption; and 

3.​ Current W-2 forms or State or Federal Tax Return 
filed within the past 12 months with W-2 attached 
OR current valid vehicle registration OR current 
bank statement issued within 35 days of 
registration. 

 
 

Revocation of Enrollment 
In the event that the District determines that residency 
has not been established, the student affected shall 
either be denied enrollment, or if already enrolled, 
shall be disenrolled effective five (5) school days from 
the date that the parent or legal guardian was notified 
of the residency determination. 
 
The superintendent or designee may conduct an 
investigation to determine that the student meets 
legal residency requirements. This investigation may 
include a physical inspection of the residence of any 
student, or the district may request additional 
documentation. If the superintendent or designee, 
upon investigation, determines that a student’s 
enrollment is based on false evidence of residency, 
he/she shall revoke the student’s enrollment, effective 
5 days from the date the parent/guardian was notified.  
 
The parent or legal guardian of the student affected 
by the district’s residency determination may consult 
with the superintendent or designee regarding such 
determination. If the district determines following such 
consultation that the student is in fact a resident of the 
district, that student, upon notice to the parent or legal 
guardian, shall be entitled to enrollment or 
reenrollment. 
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Enrollment Based on Resident Adult Caregiver 
Status 
When a child resides with an adult other than a 
parent/guardian on a full-time basis, and seeks to 
enroll in a District school under Education Code 
§48204(A)(4), the parent/guardian and the caregiving 
adult (adult with whom the minor resides) must 
comply with all applicable laws and requirements, of 
both the State and the District. 
 
The student, parent/guardian and the caregiver must 
meet with District staff prior to registration. Both the 
adult resident caregiver and the parent/guardian sign 
the District’s “Caregiver’s Affidavit” and the 
“Parent/Guardian Affidavit of Responsibility” in person 
at the School District Office. These forms must be 
completed truthfully and in their entirety. 
 
All affidavits, and other documents, submitted 
regarding this type of enrollment are subject to 
investigation and verification, at the sole discretion of 
the District. The minor shall be excluded from District 
enrollment immediately, at any time, if the District, in 

its sole discretion, determines that the minor is not 
actually living and residing within the District on a 
full-time basis. 
 
The “Caregiver’s Affidavit” and the “Parent/Guardian 
Affidavit of Responsibility” must be completed on an 
annual basis, as each is valid for no more than one 
school year. 
 
The District reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to 
fully investigate and resolve situations where it 
appears the facts of a minor’s living situation are not 
consistent with the documents submitted, and/or it 
appears that facts do not support enrollment, or 
continued enrollment, of a minor in a District school. 
 
If the superintendent or designee, on investigation, 
determines from actual facts that the student is not 
living with the caregiver, the student shall either be 
denied enrollment, or, if already enrolled, shall be 
disenrolled effective five (5) school days from the date 
that the parent/guardian was notified of the 
superintendent’s determination. 

 
Caregiver Affidavits are issued only in hardship cases. The desire to attend school in our district is not 

considered an acceptable reason for obtaining a Caregiver Affidavit. Students on Caregiver Affidavits are 
not eligible for Intra-district transfers and are assigned to a school based on space availability. 
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ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION 
 
Alta Vista High School 
Continuation School Program 
Alta Vista provides an exciting alternative for students 
who feel disconnected from the traditional high school 
culture and for those who are not succeeding 
academically in one of our comprehensive high 
schools. Alta Vista offers students options that are 
unavailable in a conventional high school program. 
The mission and purpose of Alta Vista is to help 
students 16 years or older to graduate from high 
school and to be prepared to continue with 
post-secondary training or schooling. In addition to a 
focus on basic skills, Alta Vista provides opportunities 
in experiential and service learning with an emphasis 
on developing work readiness skills.  
 
Students may elect to attend Alta Vista because of 
the choices in programs available to them in this 
alternative setting or they may be involuntarily 
transferred to Alta Vista High School for violation of 
the district’s attendance policy, credit deficiency, or for 
other disciplinary reasons. 
 
Students who are assigned to Alta Vista on an 
involuntary basis may, upon completion of certain 
conditions, apply for return to their home school for 
the following academic year. 
 
Students attending Alta Vista High School may not 
participate in extracurricular activities at their home 
school. Participation in the graduation ceremony and 
in senior class activities of the home school campus 
is possible only if students are attending their home 
school for the full second semester of their senior 
year. Transfer during the semester for the sole 
purpose of graduating from the home school is not 
permitted. 
 
For more information, please contact Suzanne 
Woolfolk, Principal of Alta Vista, at (650) 691-2433 
ext. 3010. 
 

Alta Vista Opportunity Program 
The Alta Vista Opportunity Program is designed for 
students who thrive in a smaller, more personalized 
setting. This program provides an educational 
experience for students that is unlike anything they 
have experienced before.  The emphasis is on 
engaging or re-engaging students in dynamic learning 
opportunities by investigating and exploring topics of 
relevance and interests to them and their life 
experiences, and tied to aspirations they hold for the 
future. 

Aside from the academic component that allows 
students to earn credits toward a high school diploma, 

the program offers a plethora of support and services 
to both students and families to provide a safety net 
that gives each and every student the opportunity to 
succeed.   

The Core Academic Program consists of a series of 
units created around central themes that are explored 
and examined through a number of different lenses: 
Social Studies, English, Math and Science. Units 
include themes of immigration, social justice, the 
criminal justice system, civil rights, poverty, education, 
environmental studies, current events, the political 
system and others.  Students will be able to identify 
themes that are of interest to them, and integrated 
units of study will be developed by our talented and 
dedicated teaching staff. 

For more information, please contact Suzanne 
Woolfolk, Program Administrator, at (650) 691-2433 
ext. 3010. 
 
Moffett Independent Study Program 
This program is available to students 16 years and 
older, whose interests, motivation, and time 
constraints are not compatible with a rigid 7-period 
day, typically found in a high school. Students must 
be able to work independently with little or no 
supervision. Independent Study students meet with 
their assigned teacher/ supervisor once a week. For 
information, call (650) 940-1333 ext. 4020. Enrollment 
is limited. 
 
Middle College 
Middle College provides expanded educational 
options to students in the Mountain View Los Altos 
High School District. Middle College is a magnet 
program designed for juniors and seniors who are 
seeking an alternative to regular high school with a 
serious academic focus. The program is housed on 
the Foothill College campus. It serves students who 
are academically talented, capable of doing college 
level work, but who, for a variety of reasons, do not 
feel connected to their school. By interacting with 
more mature students, and by taking advantage of 
advanced college level coursework, students with 
previous attendance and time management problems 
often develop responsibility and a sense of 
self-direction when placed in a different setting.  
 
Middle College represents a collaborative effort 
between the Mountain View Los Altos High School 
District and Foothill College; hence, students benefit 
from the teaching and support services of both 
institutions. Placement in college classes is based on 
testing and interviews with the instructional staff.  
Students have access to all student services provided 
by Foothill, including college counseling, access to 
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the library, bookstore, health services, and the 
technology center. Students receive college credit for 
their college coursework, which may lead to 
advanced placement at Foothill after high school 
graduation. 
 
Students enrolled in Middle College are considered to 
be “on leave” from their home schools and are eligible 
to receive a diploma from the home school,  
participate in home school activities and take part in 
graduation and other senior activities. 
 
To qualify for the Middle College program, students 
must, among other things, take a standardized test 
administered by Foothill College, submit an 
application to Middle College, and participate in an 
interview.  
 
For more information, contact Michael Wilson at (650) 
949-7168. 
 
Freestyle Academy 
At Freestyle, the Academy of Communication Arts 
and Technology, students develop skills in effective 
written, oral, and visual communication, and work with 
the latest multimedia technology to find outlets for 
creative expression.  Freestyle welcomes Juniors and 
Seniors who will be assigned to an AM or PM 
schedule at Freestyle. Students assigned in the 
afternoon take their classes on the home high school 
campus in the morning. Students assigned to the 
morning program at Freestyle return to their high 
school campus for classes in the afternoon.  Rather 
than emphasizing lectures, quizzes, and tests, 
classes at Freestyle rely on project-based learning 
and real world experiences to engage students in 
learning an integrated curriculum and powerful 21st 
century skills. 
 
Project-based learning allows the traditional English 
and Visual Arts curricula to be combined with 21st 
century skills, which include self-direction, creativity, 
and teamwork.  A typical project may ask students to 
write a research paper and then adapt it as a 
documentary, or write a short story and perform it as 
a radio show, complete with sound effects and 
musical score. Students will use the latest technology 
to become producers, not just consumers, of media.  
All projects require students to use the latest 
multimedia software such as Photoshop, Illustrator, 
Dreamweaver, Flash, and Final Cut Pro. 
  
Freestyle is positioned to take advantage of the 
opportunities available in Silicon Valley.  Students 
learn from experienced teachers with strong 
backgrounds in the media arts.  Guest speakers, field 
trips, and project work bridges the gap that often 
exists between school and “the real world.”  Students 

have the opportunity to participate in internships or 
job shadowing. Freestyle receives support from many 
Silicon Valley Industry partners such as Google, 
Apple, Microsoft, and Adobe.  
 
Classes at Freestyle meet UC/CSU requirements for 
English and Visual Arts.  Upon successful completion 
of the program, students will receive 10 credits in 
each of the following areas:  English, Visual Arts, and 
Electives.  The Academy is designed as a two-year 
program, with possibilities for advanced work in the 
2nd year. 
 
Referral of 18-year-olds to Adult Education 
Students who are 18 years or older, and who are not 
able to graduate with their class during the year in 
which they turned 18, may be referred to Adult 
Education to complete their high school graduation 
requirements. Exceptions will be made for students 
who are on track to graduate in the traditional 
four-year high school sequence and who will not 
exceed 19 years of age by the time they reach senior 
standing. 
 
Young Parents Program (YPP) 
The Young Parents Program is offered by the High 
School Diploma (HSD)/GED department at MVLA 
Adult Education. The HSD/GED department offers 
online independent studies for students working to 
earn their High School Diploma or GED. Working 
independently allows a student to complete credits 
at their own pace both at MVLA Adult School and at 
home. For more information, contact Program 
Coordinator Danielle Dinh at (650) 940-1333 ext. 
4020. 
 
College Now! 
College Now! is a program for students in the 
Mountain View Los Altos High School District 
entering Junior or Senior year in high school and are 
seeking a stimulating educational environment that 
is different from traditional high school. Students 
take all their classes from Foothill College 
instructors, earning college credits which will also 
count to meet high school graduation requirements. 
Foothill College waives registration and tuition fees, 
and books are provided by MVLA. Students may 
carry up to 15 college credits per quarter. College 
Now! students should be ready to take on the rigor 
and responsibility of being a college student.  
 
Applicants are expected to be motivated, mature, 
independent, and self-directed learners requiring 
little, if any supervision, monitoring or direction from 
others. Contact the College Now! Advisor, Gary 
McHenry at gary.mchenry@mvla.net or (925) 
699-1760 for more information. 
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EMERGENCY INFORMATION 
 

The District’s Emergency Preparedness Handbook 
is available for you to read in the District Office. If 
you would like to read the handbook, please call 
Mike Mathiesen at (650) 940-4650 ext. 0021 to 
make an appointment. 
 
During an emergency, parents are expected to 
support the District by directing students to stay at 
school until they are released. School officials will 
determine when it is safe to release students to 
return home. 
 
Telephone Numbers and Names of Emergency 
Coordinators:​ 
If the regular school number is not working, call the 
following number: 
 

Los Altos High School​ ​ ​  
Wynne Satterwhite​ (650) 439-3147  
 
Mountain View High School​       ​  
Kip Glazer​ (650) 940-7405  
 
Alta Vista High School​ ​ ​               
Suzanne Woolfolk​ (650) 965-8706 
 
District Office​ ​ ​  
Mike Mathiesen​ (650) 434-4471 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TV / Radio stations 
Official stations for information regarding school 
closure or altered schedules. 
 
Television 
Channel 2​ ​ ​ KTVU 
Channel 4​ ​ ​ KRON​  
Channel 5​ ​ ​ KPIX 
Channel 7​ ​ ​ KGO-TV 
Channel 9​ ​ ​ KQED TV 
Channel 11​ ​ ​ KNTV 
Channel 14​ ​ ​ KDTV (Spanish) 
Channel 26​ ​ ​ KTSF (Chinese) 
Channel 48​ ​ ​ KSTS (Spanish) 
 
Radio 
560 AM​ ​ ​ KSFO​ ​  
740 AM​ ​ ​ KCBS​ ​  
810 AM​ ​ ​ KGO​ ​  
1170 AM​ ​ ​ KLOK (Spanish) 
1500 AM​ ​ ​ KSJX (Asian) 
1590 AM​ ​ ​ KLIV 
88.5 FM​ ​ ​ KQED 
92.3 FM​ ​ ​ KSJO (Spanish) 
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MVLA Mental Health Resources 2022-23 
Crisis Resources 

24-hour Suicide and Crisis Line (Santa Clara County) 
Spanish Lifeline para crisis (24hs/7 días) 

988 or 855-278-4204 
988 or 1-888-628-9454 

Crisis Text Line 
Línea de texto de crisis   

Text RENEW to 741741 
Envíe COMUNIDAD de texto a 741741 

Santa Clara County Mental Health Urgent Care 408-885-7855 or 800-704-0900; press 2 

Pacific Clinics (Uplift) Crisis Team provides free in-home 
suicide assessment and safety planning 

408-379-9085 or 877-412-7474 

Equipo móvil de crisis ofrece servicios gratuitos en el hogar 
para personas que están pasando por una crisis ó que están 

contemplando el suicidio. 
408-379-9085 

Domestic Violence Hotline (24-hour) / Línea directa violencia 
doméstica (YWCA Silicon Valley) 

800-572-2782 
 

Bill Wilson Youth Safe Place / Crisis Hotline (24-hour)  408-850-6125 

Mental Health Resources 

MVLA High School District Wellness Support 
Non-emergency Student Support Referral. Student will be 

contacted within 48 hours.  
bit.ly/mvlasupport (English) bit.ly/mvlaayuda (Spanish) 

allcove  
A youth space in Palo Alto providing mental health, physical 

health, employment, and substance use resourcing. 

(650) 798 6330 
https://allcove.org/  

Mental Health Call Center (Santa Clara County)  
24/7 access for all individuals and families currently covered by 

Medi-cal or uninsured                                   

1-800-704-0900  
​  

CHAC (Community Health Awareness Council)  
Provides counseling services to all ages in different languages.  

(650) 965-2020  
https://www.chacmv.org 

Pacific Clinics (formerly Uplift Family Services)  
Provides an array of services including counseling, case 

management and crisis intervention services.  

General Inquiries: (408) 379-3796. 
https://upliftfs.org/our-services/services-by-region/bay-area/ 

ACS (Adolescent Counseling Services) Community 
Counseling, Adolescent Substance Abuse, Outlet 

General Information: 650-424-0852  
Intake Line: 650-424-0852 x108. 

https://www.acs-teens.org/ 

Gronowski Clinic  
offers counseling and psychotherapy services on a sliding scale 

basis as a part of its community mission.  

650-961-9300 
gronowski.paloaltou.edu 

CHC (Children's Health Council)  
Provides services for all ages. 

650-688-3625 / Español: 650-688-3650.  
chconline.org  

Los Gatos Therapy Center Provides a variety of services 
including psychotherapy, group counseling, psychiatry, 

intensive outpatient care, etc. Clinics in Sunnyvale, Campbell, 
and Burlingame 

408-559-3403  
http://lgtconline.com 
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ASPIRE (After-School Program Interventions and Resiliency 

Education®) helps children, teens and young adults with anxiety, 
depression or other symptoms related to a mental health 

condition. 

650-988-8468   
https://www.elcaminohealth.org/services/mental-health/specialt

y-programs/aspire  

Mental Health and Substance Use Case Management  

Care Solace is an online resource to assist individuals in finding 
local mental health related programs and counseling services.  

1-888-515-0595 
https://caresolace.com/site/mvla  

Sexual Assault Resources 

National Sexual Assault Hotline (24-hour) 
Línea directa nacional de agresión sexual (24hs) 

800.656.HOPE (4673) / online.rainn.org 
800.656.HOPE (4673) / rainn.org/es 

Rape Crisis Hot Line 408-287-3000 

Domestic Violence Resources 

Domestic Violence Hotline (24-hour) YWCA Silicon Valley 
Línea directa violencia doméstica (24hs)  YWCA Silicon 

Valley  
800.572.2782 

Teen Dating Abuse Helpline 866-331-9474 or Text LOVEIS to 22522 loveisrespect.org 

Substance Use Resources 

SAMHSA’s National Helpline is a free treatment referral and 
information service (in English and Spanish) for individuals and 

families facing mental and/or substance use disorders. 
1-800-662-HELP (4357) 

Youth Substance Use Treatment Services 
Serves Medi-Cal and uninsured families 

(408) 272-6518  
 

Alcoholics Anonymous​  (408) 374-8511 

Alanon and Alateen​  
Provides support for friends and families of alcoholics 

(408) 379-1051 / 888-425-2666 

Narcotics Anonymous  
24-hour helpline offers referral services for individuals  

650- 802-5950  
www.peninsulana.org   

Grief Resources 

KARA (Grief Support/Counseling/Groups). Services available 
to all ages. Currently offering phone and video sessions. 

Request Services: 650-321-5272 
https://kara-grief.org/about/contact/ 

Centre for Living with Dying (Bill Wilson Center) 
(408) 850-6145 or Register online  

https://www.billwilsoncenter.org/services/all/living.html  

LGBTQIA+ Resources 

LGBTQ Youth Space  408-343-7940 / youthspace.org 

Outlet (a program of ACS) 
 

650-424-0852 x107 
https://www.acs-teens.org/what-we-do/outlet/  

acs-teens.org 

The Trevor Project  866-488-7386 / thetrevorproject.org 

Trans Lifeline  877.565.8860 
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Food Resources 

A La Carte (Food Truck)   
Prepared meals free of charge and no identification required​  

Thursdays from 2:00-3:00 pm outside the District Office  
Thursdays from 3:00-4:00 pm at Los Altos High School 

Community Services Agency 
Serves the Mountain View, Los Altos and Los Altos Hills areas.  

650-968-0836 
https://www.csacares.org 

Housing Resources 

National Runaway Safeline  800-786-2929 

Here4You (Bill Wilson Center - Drop In Center for Youth) 
provides centralized referrals to temporary housing programs 

408-385-2400 
693 South 2nd Street in Downtown San Jose. 

https://www.billwilsoncenter.org/services/all/drop.html  

Health Care and Confidential Services 

Stanford Health Van  
Free and confidential Services for uninsured and underinsured 

youth  

(650) 736-7172 
https://www.stanfordchildrens.org/en/service/teen-van/schedule 

Updated July 2022 
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MVLA School-Based Mental Health & Support 
Services  

Notice of Privacy Practices​
 

This notice describes how Mountain View Los Altos High 
School District ("MVLA" or "District") maintains  
confidentiality of school-based mental health records and 
support services information in accordance with the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 
1232g; 34 CFR Part 99). If students or parent(s)/guardian(s) 
have any questions about the District’s privacy practices, 
please contact the District Wellness Coordinator. 
  
School’s Responsibility 
Both state and federal law govern how private medical 
information may be used and disclosed by healthcare 
providers.  Wellness Programs are excluded from HIPAA 
(Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act) 
because they are considered to be “school-based programs” 
that fall under FERPA (Family Education Rights and Privacy 
Act). MVLA understands that health information about 
students is personal and the school will protect it and keep it 
confidential. The school will create a record of the 
School-Based Mental Health and Support services students 
receive so that relevant staff may provide students with 
quality care and comply with certain legal requirements. As 
appropriate the record may include: service start and end 
dates, type of service, presentation, releases, and dates of 
phone conversations with parent(s)/guardian(s). The school 
will maintain these records in accordance with FERPA rules 
and regulations.  
  
School-based Mental Health and Support Team 
Operations  
The District may use and disclose macro mental health and 
support information about students to understand and 
improve the quality of School-Based Mental Health and 
Support Team "operations.” Outcome data may be reported 
to Administrators, School Board members, and companies 
providing grants to MVLA. Examples of types of metric data 
that may be shared include: volume, frequency, types of 
service, progress data, and cumulative hours of service. 
Again, these uses and disclosures are necessary to run the 
School-Based Mental Health and Support Team service and 
to make sure that students receive quality care. Information 
disclosed in this manner will not include personally 
identifiable information for any students. 
 
School-based Mental Health Team 
The MVLA School-Based Mental Health and Support Team 
consist of specialists from different organizations and 
includes: a District Wellness Coordinator, a District 
Community Services Liaison, Support Services Specialists. 
Assistant Principals overseeing Wellness, Licensed 
Therapists employed by the District, and providers employed 
by outside agencies including Community Health Awareness 
Council (CHAC),  Stanford Child Psychiatry, Uplift Family 
Services (School-Linked Services and Preventative Early 

Intervention programs) Community Services Agency (CSA), 
Bill Wilson Center’s Family Advocacy services (FSA). 
Relevant providers from this group may share student health 
information with each other, as well as other site staff, for the 
purpose of coordinating care. Examples of this type of 
coordination include the following: a therapist may send a 
note to a teacher asking that a student be excused from 
class and sent to her/his office to meet; a teacher may verify 
that a referral has been received from her/him and that a 
wellness support team member has followed-up; upon 
agreement from a student and parent, an Assistant Principal 
may request immediate short- term accommodations to 
address a “medical issue.”  Limited general information might 
also be shared about a student at an SST meeting, 504, or 
attendance meeting. When a safety plan or safety contract is 
created with a student, the plan will be shared with the 
parent(s)/guardian(s) if applicable, and with the named 
members of the school team that are a part of that student’s 
circle of care. In all cases, only a minimum amount of 
information necessary to accomplish the purpose will be 
shared with school officials in accordance with FERPA 
regulations. 
  
Before records are shared with providers outside of those 
listed above, except as required or allowed by law, students 
and parent(s)/guardian(s) will be asked for their written 
permission on an "Exchange of Information" form. The 
District may make changes in its Privacy Practices from time 
to time. A notice of privacy practices that reflects MVLA’s 
wellness program policies and procedures regarding 
confidentiality will be posted in every therapy office and 
copies will be available upon request. 
 
As Required by Law or to Avert a Threat to Public Safety 
School staff or therapists will disclose information about 
students when required to do so by federal, state, or local 
law. For example, if a teacher, counselor, or therapist 
reasonably suspects child abuse, this person is required by 
law to report it to the Child Protective Services Agency. A 
School-Based Mental Health and Support Team member or 
other school staff may also disclose information about 
students when necessary to prevent a serious threat to a 
student’s health and safety, or to the health and safety of the 
public or another person. The disclosure would be to 
someone the District believes would be able to prevent the 
threat or harm from happening. 
 
Complaints 
If a student or parent(s)/guardian(s) has questions regarding 
educational records or student privacy rights, or if there is 
concern about the violation of student confidentiality, please 
contact a site administrator or the District Wellness 
Coordinator. 

Updated June 2022 
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REQUIRED ANNUAL NOTIFICATION 
  

Governing Boards of school districts are required by law to notify a parent or guardian of his/her rights  under certain 
sections of the Education Code (EC). Each of these sections is summarized below.  

 
Please address questions and suggestions regarding Asbestos, Pesticides and AB 2260 to:                                                    
Mike Mathiesen, Associate Superintendent of Business Services  
MVLA District Office  
1299 Bryant Avenue  
Mountain View, CA 94040  
(650) 940-4650 Ext. 0020 
 
For all other questions, please contact:  
Teri Faught, Associate Superintendent of Educational Services  
MVLA District Office  
1299 Bryant Avenue  
Mountain View, CA 94040  
(650) 940-4650 Ext. 0030 
 
AB 2260, Healthy Schools Act of 2000  

●​ Non-chemical prevention of pest and weed 
populations using such methods as sanitation, 
exclusion  and horticultural practices is always 
preferred.  

●​ The selection and use of the least hazardous 
methods and materials effective for the control of  
targeted pests and weeds will be implemented.  

●​ Application of pesticides/herbicides will only be 
used “as needed” to correct verified problems in  
clearly defined areas.  

●​ All parents and staff will be notified annually in 
writing of the anticipated pesticide/herbicide 
products  and applications to be regularly used 
throughout the school year. Parents may request 
in writing a  separate written notice for each 
pesticide/herbicide application seventy-two hours 
prior to the  anticipated application.  

 
The following is a list of the anticipated or expected 
pesticides and herbicides to be used at the high  school 
during the school year.  
 
Product Name: Raid® Wasp & Hornet Killer  
Primary Active Ingredient: Tetramethrin, Permethrin  
Purpose/Amount: to control wasps/hornets, 2 cans per 
year  
 
Product Name: Turflon Ester®  
Primary Active Ingredient: Triclopyr: 3, 5, 6, trichloro-2-  
pyridinyloxyacetic acid, butoxyethyl ester 
Purpose/Amount: To control broadleaf weeds, one-half 
gallon per year  
 
 
 
 

 
Warning signs will be posted at all entrances to the 
school district property twenty-four hours prior to  regular  
pesticide/herbicide applications and will remain posted 
for seventy-two hours after the application.  
 
Active ingredients of all pesticides/herbicides used by the 
school district and/or copies of AB 2260 may be  
obtained by written request to Mike Mathiesen, Associate 
Superintendent, Business Services at 1299  Bryant 
Avenue, Mountain View, CA 94040 or by contacting the 
California Department of Pesticide  Regulation website, 
www.cdpr.ca.gov.  
 
In the event of an “emergency” application of a pesticide 
to control a specific and documented problem,  signs will 
be posted immediately and remain posted for 
seventy-two hours following the application  procedure.  
 
Asbestos  
As required by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA) Asbestos Hazard Emergency  Response 
Act (AHERA), a comprehensive asbestos inspection of 
all of our school buildings was  completed during our 
school construction and renovation project (1997-2003). 
This inspection was  conducted by EPA-accredited 
inspectors in accordance with guidelines established by 
the EPA. Areas of  friable Asbestos Containing Materials 
(ACM) were removed or repaired as required to maintain 
them in a  non-hazardous condition. A copy of the 
District’s Asbestos Management Plan, including the 
inspection  and assessment report, is available for 
review at the District Office. If you wish to review the 
plan, contact  Mike Mathiesen, Associate 
Superintendent, Business Services, at (650) 940-4650 
Ext. 0020, to arrange a time.  
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Pesticide Notification  
Healthy Schools Act (AB 2260)  
It is the policy of the Mountain View Los Altos High 
School District to implement the Healthy Schools Act  
(AB 2260) policies and procedures to control structural 
and landscape pests/weeds and minimize  exposure of 
students, staff, and community members to pesticides/ 
herbicides.  
 
Pests  
It is the policy of this school district to control pests in the 
school environment. Pests may bite, sting,  transmit 
diseases, or cause allergic responses.  
 
Pesticides/Herbicides  
It is the policy of this school district to reduce exposure 
to pesticides and herbicides in the school  environment. 
When pesticides or herbicides are used to control pests 
and weeds in schools, there is  potential for human 
exposure. Excessive exposure may result in pesticide/ 
herbicide poisoning or allergic  responses in sensitive 
individuals. Children may be more susceptible to 
pesticides than adults due to  their smaller size and rapid 
growth and development.  
 
Absence for justifiable personal reasons (BP5113)  
Absence from school shall be excused only for health 
reasons, family emergencies and justifiable  personal 
reasons, as permitted by law, Board Policy and 
Administrative Regulations. (EC 46010)  
 
Absence for confidential medical services 
(BP5113(a))  
Students should not be absent from school without their 
parents'/guardians’ knowledge or consent except  in 
cases of medical emergencies or confidential medical 
appointments. School authorities may excuse  any 
student from school to obtain confidential medical 
services without the consent of the student's  
parent/guardian. (EC 46010.1) 
 
Attendance options (AR5116.1)  
In accordance with district policy, residents of the 
Mountain View Los Altos High School District may  enroll 
their children in any school operated by the district if 
space is available. Transfer requests are  granted 
subject to limitations established by the Board of 
Trustees. Existing entrance criteria for  specialized 
programs remain in effect.  
 
College Admission Requirements  
Education code 51229 requires the district to provide 
parents with college admission requirements and a list of 
the current University of California and California State 
University websites that help learn about college 
admission requirements. This information can be found 
on the school counseling website. You can find a list of 

high school courses that have been certified by the 
University of California as satisfying the requirements for 
admission to the University of California and the 
California State University in our parent student 
handbook.  
 
Career technical education is a program of study that 
involves a multiyear sequence of courses that integrates 
core academic knowledge with technical and occupational 
knowledge to provide students with a pathway to 
postsecondary education and careers as defined by the 
California Department of Education (CDE).             More 
information about career technical education can be 
found on the CDE website at 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/ct/.  
 
Information about how pupils may meet with school 
counselors to help them choose courses at their school 
that will meet college admission requirements or enroll in 
career technical education courses, can be found on the 
school counseling website. (EC51229) 
 
Community Health Awareness Council (CHAC)  
Parents have the right to deny consent to have their 
student see a CHAC counselor for reasons other  than: 
(1) the minor would present a danger of serious physical 
or mental harm to himself/herself or to  others without 
treatment; (2) the minor has been the alleged victim of 
incest or child abuse (including  rape); (3) the minor 
seeks therapy for prevention or treatment of pregnancy; 
(4) the minor seeks therapy  or treatment of drug or 
alcohol related problems.  
 
Co-curricular drug and alcohol policy (BP5131.10)  
Students participating in co-curricular activities shall not 
use, possess, or be under the influence of drugs  and 
alcohol. In the event a participant becomes involved with 
use of these substances, the student and  his/her 
parents are encouraged to seek appropriate medical, 
counseling, and/or educational help.  
 
Participants in co-curricular activities who violate the 
drug and/or alcohol policy are subject to co curricular 
disciplinary action in addition to suffering the 
consequences of violation of district policies and  
procedures.  
 
Complaint procedures  
The District’s Board Policies (BP) and Administrative 
Regulations (AR) address and govern complaints  
concerning: District employees (BP/AR 1312.1), the 
content or use of instructional materials (BP/AR  1312.2), 
discrimination and harassment (BP/AR 5145.3), and 
sexual harassment (BP/AR 5145.7). For a  complete 
description of MVLA complaint procedures, please refer 
to the Uniform Complaint Process on the MVLA website, 
www.mvla.net. 
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a) Complaints regarding school procedures, practices 
and personnel. Complainants are encouraged to  resolve 
complaints against school personnel through informal 
means by talking directly with the school  person 
involved. If this is not successful, a written complaint 
may be directed to the employee's administrative 
supervisor or principal. Appeals of administrative 
determinations or decisions may be taken  up with the 
Associate Superintendent of Educational Services, Teri 
Faught, who will make decisions on  these matters. After 
consultation with the Superintendent, any patron may 
address the Board of Trustees  at a regular meeting.  
 
b) Title IX Violations, Discrimination and Harassment. 
District programs and activities are free from  
discrimination and harassment, with respect to ethnic 
group, religion, gender, age, color, race, ancestry,  
national origin, sexual orientation, marital or parental 
status and physical or mental disability. The board  
desires to maintain an environment in which all students 
and adults are treated with dignity and respect.  No 
student shall be subjected to sexual overtures or conduct 
either verbal, visual, or physical, which are  intimidating, 
hostile, offensive, or unwelcome. Such conduct by adults 
or students is deemed  unacceptable and will not be 
tolerated by the school district. (EC 48980)  
 
The Board prohibits intimidation or harassment of any 
student by any employee, student or other person  in the 
district. Students who harass other students shall be 
subject to appropriate counseling and  discipline, up to 
and including expulsion. (BP 5145.3)  
 
The Board ensures equal opportunities for all students in 
admission and access to the educational  program, 
guidance and counseling programs, athletic programs, 
testing procedures, and other activities.  Eligibility for 
choral and cheerleading groups is determined solely on 
the basis of objective competencies.  School staff and 
volunteers carefully guard against segregation, bias and 
stereotyping in instruction,  guidance and supervision. 
However, separate provisions may be made for students 
according to sex with  respect to such matters as 
protection of modesty, family life and sex education, 
grading standards in  physical education, and choral 
groups.  
 
The district follows uniform complaint procedures when 
addressing complaints alleging unlawful  discrimination 
based on ethnic group identification, religion, age, 
gender, color, or physical or mental  disability. Copies of 
the uniform complaint procedures will be provided free of 
charge. All complaints will be handled in a professional 
manner, and complainants are assured of non-retaliation 
and non retribution.  
 
Any person who wishes to discuss or file a complaint 

based on discrimination or harassment should first  seek 
remedy through the office of the school’s principal. If the 
issue cannot be resolved at the level of the  principal, a 
formal complaint should be filed with the District’s Title IX 
compliance officer, the Associate  Superintendent for 
Educational Services, Teri Faught. After a complaint has 
been duly investigated  and if the complainant is 
dissatisfied with the District's decision, the complainant 
may file a written appeal  with the Board of Trustees or 
the California Department of Education within 15 days of 
receiving the  District's decision.  
 
If the complainant is unable to put a complaint in writing 
due to conditions such as illiteracy, language  barriers, or 
other handicap, district staff shall help him/her to file the 
complaint. Complainants may pursue other remedies, 
including actions before civil courts or other public 
agencies. Complainants may seek assistance from 
agencies such as legal assistance, local mediation 
centers or  from private attorneys.  
 
Any individual, public agency or organization may file a 
written complaint of alleged noncompliance with  state 
and federal law. The complaint must be initiated no later 
than six months from the date when the  discrimination is 
alleged to have occurred or when the complainant first 
obtained knowledge of the facts  of the alleged 
discrimination.  
 
Digital Device Responsible Use and Borrowing 
Agreement  
The use of digital technology, especially devices that 
create digital content and access the internet, are  
essential elements of a high quality educational 
experience. Greater flexibility and mobility in the use of  
digital technology enhances learning opportunities. Many 
classes require students to create and share  digital 
content, and to access and use educational content and 
materials on the internet.  
 
Many students already have the appropriate technology. 
We expect those students to bring the device to  all 
academic classes with them every day, as directed by 
the teacher of each class.  
 
Students who do not have a digital device that meets the 
minimum requirements for classroom use may  sign an 
agreement and borrow a device for academic use as per 
the agreement below.    
 
MVLA Acceptable Use and Agreement for 
Technology and Internet/Network Access  
Electronic information resources are available to 
qualifying students in the Mountain View Los Altos High  
School District (MVLA).  
 
These resources include access to the Internet and other 
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network files or accounts. Our goal in providing  
electronic services to students is to promote educational 
excellence by facilitating resource sharing,  innovation, 
and communication.  
 
Access to our computer network, which supports our 
entire learning community, is a privilege. Since all  
students and staff rely on our computers and network, 
responsible behavior on the part of all persons  using this 
system is essential.  
 
Only those students who have a signed Responsible 
Use and Internet Safety Agreement on file will have  
access to our computers, digital devices and our 
network.  
 
Please read this document carefully. When signed by 
you, and if appropriate, your guardian/parent, it  
becomes a legally binding contract. You will be required 
to return this signed contract to the school before  you 
will be given access to our computers and network. If 
you have any questions concerning this  agreement, 
please call your principal’s office.  
 
Terms and Conditions of this Contract:  

●​ The student who utilizes district technology 
resources is responsible for proper use of those  
resources at all times. Students shall keep 
account passwords, home addresses and 
telephone  numbers private. They shall use the 
system only under their own name.  

●​ Students shall use the district's system 
responsibly and primarily for educational 
purposes. 

●​ Students shall not access, post, submit, publish 
or display harmful or inappropriate matter that is  
threatening, obscene, disruptive or sexually 
explicit, or that could be construed as harassment 
or  disparagement of others based on their 
race/ethnicity, national origin, gender, sexual 
orientation, age,  disability, religion or political 
beliefs.  

●​ Harmful matter includes matter, taken as a whole, 
which to the average person, applying  
contemporary statewide standards, appeals to 
the prurient interest and is matter which depicts 
or  describes in a patently offensive way sexual 
conduct and which lacks serious literary, artistic, 
political  or scientific value for minors.  

●​ Students shall not use the system to encourage 
the use of drugs, alcohol or tobacco, nor shall 
they  promote unethical practices or any activity 
prohibited by law or Board policy.  

●​ Students shall not use the system to engage in 
commercial or for profit activities.  

●​ Students shall not use the system to threaten, 
intimidate, harass, bully or ridicule other students 

or  staff.  
●​ Copyrighted material shall not be placed on the 

system without the author's permission. Students  
may download copyrighted material for their own 
use only.  

●​ Students shall not intentionally upload, download 
or create computer viruses and/or maliciously  
attempt to harm or destroy district equipment or 
materials or manipulate the data of any other 
user,  including so-called "hacking."  

●​ Students shall not read other users' email or files. 
They shall not attempt to interfere with other 
users'  ability to send or receive email, nor shall 
they attempt to delete, copy, modify or forge other 
users'  mail or digital files.  

●​ Students shall not use any electronic listening or 
recording device in any classroom without the 
prior  consent of the teacher and the principal of 
the school. Any pupil who willfully violates this 
section  shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  

●​ Students shall report any security problem or 
misuse of the services to a teacher or the 
principal. 

●​ The district reserves the right to monitor any 
communications or activity which utilizes district  
networks, computers and/or other district owned 
or operated digital devices for improper use.  
Electronic communications and downloaded 
material, including emails and other files deleted 
from a  user's account, may be monitored or read 
by district officials to ensure proper use of the 
system.  

 
Privileges  
The use of the information system is a privilege, not a 
right, and inappropriate use will result in a  cancellation 
of those privileges. Each person who receives access to 
the system will participate in a  discussion with a school 
site staff member as to proper behavior and use of the 
network. The system  administrator (operating under the 
aegis of the principal) will decide what is appropriate use 
and his/her  decision is final. The system administrator or 
staff of the MVLA District may close an account or deny  
access at any time deemed necessary. The 
administration or staff of the MVLA District may request 
that  the system administrator deny, revoke or suspend 
specific user access and/or accounts.  
 
Network Etiquette and Privacy  
You are expected to abide by the generally accepted 
rules of network etiquette. In our attempt to monitor  
network use, you should expect your activities to be 
reviewed. These rules include (but are not limited to)  the 
following:  

●​ BE POLITE. Never send, or encourage others to 
send, abusive messages.  

●​ USE APPROPRIATE LANGUAGE. Remember 
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that you are a representative of your school and  
district on a non-private system. You may be 
alone with your computer, but what you say and 
do can  be viewed globally!  

●​ Never swear, use vulgarities, or any other 
inappropriate language. Illegal activities of any 
kind are  strictly forbidden.  

●​ PRIVACY. Do not reveal any personal 
information, social security numbers, credit card 
numbers,  passwords or other vital personal 
information.  

●​ EMAIL. Email (email) is not guaranteed to be 
private. Messages relating to or in support of 
illegal  activities must be reported to the 
authorities.  

●​ DISRUPTIONS. Do not use the network in any 
way that would disrupt use of the network by 
others.  

 
Services  
The MVLA District makes no warranties of any kind, 
whether expressed or implied, for the service it is  
providing. The MVLA District will not be responsible for 
any damages suffered while on this system.  These 
damages include loss of data as a result of delays, 
non-deliveries, mis-deliveries, or service  interruptions 
caused by the system or your errors or omissions. Use of 
any information obtained via the information system is at 
your own risk. The MVLA District specifically denies any 
responsibility for the  accuracy of information obtained 
through its services.  
 
Security  
Security on any computer system is a high priority 
because there are so many users. If you identify a  
security problem, notify a staff member at once. Never 
demonstrate the problem to other users. Never  use 
another individual’s account. All use of the system must 
be under your own account. Any user  identified as a 
security risk will be denied access to the information 
system.  
 
Vandalism  
Vandalism is defined as any malicious attempt to harm or 
destroy data of another user or any other  agencies or 
networks that are connected to the system. This 
includes, but is not limited to, the uploading  or creation 
of computer viruses and damaging cabling and hardware 
components of the network. Any  vandalism may result in 
the loss of computer services, disciplinary action, and/or 
legal referral.  
 
Additional Provisions for students who enter a loan 

agreement for school equipment:  
●​ The term “equipment” or “technology” refers to 

tablets, laptops, batteries, power cord/chargers 
and  cases.  

●​ Each piece of equipment is loaned as an 
educational resource.  

●​ Students and their families/guardians are 
responsible for the return of all equipment 
undamaged and  in working order, except for the 
results of normal use. Failure to do so will result 
in fines for repair or  replacement.  

●​ Students are expected to immediately report 
damage or loss of their equipment to a teacher or 
other  staff member immediately, no later than the 
next school day.  

●​ Students may not loan school issued equipment 
to any other person, for any reason. Students 
who  do so may face disciplinary action.  

●​ Equipment may come with a background image 
already loaded, as well as other “personalization”  
settings. Any changes to device settings must be 
consistent with all elements of this responsible 
use  agreement.  

●​ Mountain View Los Altos High School District 
reserves the right to demand immediate return of 
the  equipment at any time.  

 
Parents/guardians/students have 30 days to pay any 
fees or fines for lost or damaged equipment. If fines  are 
not cleared within 30 days, students/parents will be billed 
for the full cost of repairs, and a claim will  be filed by the 
school. The school may set up payment plans to clear 
fines, if needed.  
 
English Language Education  
State law requires that all students be taught English by 
being taught in English. However, this  requirement may 
be waived by parents with prior written informed consent, 
which shall be provided  annually, under specified 
circumstances. See your school principal for further 
information. (EC 310)  
 
Excuse from health/sex education due to religious 
beliefs (BP/AR6141.2)  
Upon written request of the parent/guardian, a student 
may be excused from any part of health, family life  or 
sex education which conflicts with the religious training, 
beliefs, or personal moral convictions of the  
parent/guardian or student. (EC 51240)  
 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)  
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
(20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) is a  Federal law 
that protects the privacy of student education records. 
The law applies to all schools that  receive funds under 
an applicable program of the U.S. Department of 
Education.  
 
FERPA gives parents certain rights with respect to their 
student's education records. These rights transfer  to the 
student when he or she reaches the age of 18 or attends 
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a school beyond the high school level.  Students to 
whom the rights have transferred are "eligible students."  
 
Parents or eligible students have the right to inspect and 
review the student's education records  maintained by 
the school. Schools are not required to provide copies of 
records unless, for reasons such  as great distance, it is 
impossible for parents or eligible students to review the 
records. Schools may  charge a fee for copies. 
 
Parents or eligible students have the right to request in 
writing that a school correct records which they  believe 
to be inaccurate or misleading. If the school decides not 
to amend the record, the parent or  eligible student then 
has the right to a formal hearing. After the hearing, if the 
school still decides not to  amend the record, the parent 
or eligible student has the right to place a statement with 
the record setting  forth his or her view about the 
contested information.  
Generally, schools must have written permission from 
the parent or eligible student in order to release  any 
information from a student's education record. However, 
FERPA allows schools to disclose those  records, 
without consent, to the following parties or under the 
following conditions (34 CFR § 99.31):  

●​ School officials with legitimate educational 
interest;  

●​ Other schools to which a student is transferring;  
●​ Specified officials for audit or evaluation 

purposes;  
●​ Appropriate parties in connection with financial 

aid to a student;  
●​ Organizations conducting certain studies for or on 

behalf of the school;  
●​ Accrediting organizations;  
●​ To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued 

subpoena;  
●​ Appropriate officials in cases of health and safety 

emergencies; and  
●​ State and local authorities, within a juvenile 

justice system, pursuant to specific State law.  
 
For additional information or technical assistance, you 
may call (800) USA-LEARN (800-872-5327)  (voice). 
Individuals who use TDD may use the Federal Relay 
Service.  
 
The name and address of the Office that administers 
FERPA is:  
Family Policy Compliance Office  
U.S. Department of Education  
400 Maryland Avenue, SW  
Washington, D.C. 20202-58520  
 
 
Harmful or destructive use of animals (BP5145.8)  

Students have the right to refuse or refrain from 
participation in activities they feel would constitute  
"harmful and destructive use of animals." Students' rights 
extend to subject areas including, but not  limited to, 
biology, physiology, home economics, and outdoor 
biology programs. If the student chooses to  refrain from 
participation, and if the teacher believes an adequate 
alternative education project is  possible, then the 
teacher may work to develop and agree upon an 
alternate avenue for helping the  student obtain the 
knowledge, information, or experience desired.  
 
Health Education  
Health education is a 5-unit semester course required for 
graduation. Parents and students who object to  the 
content of the class should contact the principal to 
discuss alternatives to enrolling in the District’s  health 
education course. Available alternatives include: (a) 
Summer School; (b) Moffett High School  Independent 
Study; (c) Foothill College or any other college or 
university, including college-level  correspondence 
courses or distance learning programs; (d) modified 
curriculum as part of an  independent study project under 
the direction of the high school’s health education 
teacher; or (e) where  appropriate and approved by the 
high school principal, a student may challenge the 
course by  examination. (Course credit is not given when 
a course is challenged by examination.)  
 
HIV/AIDS prevention instruction (BP/AR6142.2)  
At least once in high school, students will receive AIDS 
prevention instruction. Students may be  exempted from 
receiving such instruction upon written request from the 
student's parent/guardian.  Parents/guardians have the 
right to examine all instructional materials related to 
HIV/AIDS instruction. To  do so you must contact the 
principal or your child's health education teacher. (EC 
51201.5)  
 
Home and hospital instruction (BP6183)  
Students temporarily disabled by accident or by physical, 
mental or emotional illness may receive  individual 
instruction at home or in a hospital or residential health 
facility within the district. Home hospital  services are 
provided by the district’s Moffett Independent Study 
Program. Home and hospital instruction  shall be 
provided only when a student is expected to be out of 
school for two weeks or longer and begins  on the 11th 
day of a period of consecutive absences. When seeking 
instruction for a student at home or in a hospital located 
within the district, the parent/guardian shall present the 
request at the home school,  together with a physician's 
written description of the disabling condition, and the 
duration for such  services. (EC 48206.3, 48207, 48208)  
 
 
Immunization for communicable disease (BP/AR 
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5141.31)  
Immunization for communicable disease must be 
consented to in writing by a parent for a licensed  
physician (or a registered nurse acting under the 
supervising physician) to administer an immunizing  
agent. (EC 49403)  
 
Insurance (BP5143)  
A group student accident insurance plan is available for 
purchase on a voluntary basis to every student  
registered in the district. Emergency medical and 
hospital services for pupils injured at school or school 
sponsored events or while being transported are 
provided at parent's expense. (EC 32221, 49470,  
49472)  
 
Interdistrict Transfer Appeal Process  
Education Code 46601 requires that, within 30 days of a 
request for an interdistrict permit,  parents/guardians 
whose permit application was denied must be informed 
about their right to appeal to  the County Board of 
Education. This notice shall be provided by the district 
denying the request, or, in the  absence of an agreement 
between the districts, by the district of residence. (EC 
46601)  
 
Medication (AR5141.21)  
Medication prescribed by a physician for a child during 
the school day may be administered by a teacher  or 
administrator only upon written parental request and with 
detailed instructions, provided by the  attending 
physician. (EC 49423)  
 
Parents of a student on a continuing medication regimen 
for a non-episodic condition shall inform the  principal or 
other designated certificated school employee of the 
medication(s) being taken, the current  dosage, and the 
name of the supervising physician. (EC 49480)  
 
Megan’s Law Notification. Parents and members of the 
public have the ability to review information  regarding 
registered sex offenders at the main office of the local 
law enforcement agency for this school  district. (Penal 
Code 290.4)  
 
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (20 USC 6301 and 
following): Under the NCLB, parents have the  following 
rights:  
a. Information Regarding Professional Qualifications of 

Teachers, Paraprofessionals, and Aides: Upon  
request, parents have a right to information 
regarding the professional qualifications of their 
student’s  classroom teachers, paraprofessionals, 
and aides. This includes whether the teacher meets 
the state  qualifications and licensing criteria for the 
grades and subjects s/he teaches, whether the 
teacher is  teaching under an emergency permit or 

other provisional status because of special 
circumstances,  the teacher’s college major, whether 
s/he has any advanced degrees and the subject(s) of 
those  degrees, and whether any instructional aides 
or paraprofessionals provide services to your child 
and,  if so, their qualifications. Districts shall also 
notify parents if their child has been assigned to or 
has  been taught for 4 or more consecutive weeks by 
a teacher who is not highly qualified.  

b. Limited English Proficient Students: The Act requires 
prior notice be given to parents of limited  English 
proficient students regarding limited English 
proficiency programs, including the reasons for  the 
identification of the student as limited English 
proficient, the need of placement in a language  
instruction educational program, the student’s level 
of English proficiency, how such level was  
assessed, the status of the student’s academic 
achievement, the methods of instruction used in the  
programs available, how the recommended program 
will meet the student’s needs, program  
performance, parent options to remove a student 
from a program and/or to decline initial enrollment,  
and expected rate of transition into classrooms not 
tailored for limited English proficient students.  

c. Program Improvement Schools: Parents shall be 
notified when their child’s school is identified as a     
“program improvement” school and the opportunities 
for school choice and supplemental instruction.  

 
The information provided above is available upon 
request from your child’s school or the district office.  
Additional notices that may be required in the No Child 
Left Behind Act shall be sent separately. 
 
Nondiscrimination  
Mountain View Los Altos High School District is 
committed to equal opportunity for all individuals in  
education. District programs and activities shall be free 
from discrimination based on race, color, religion,  
ancestry, national origin, ethnic group identification, age, 
marital or parental status, physical or mental  disability, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity or 
expression, or genetic information; the  perception of one 
or more of such characteristics; or association with a 
person or group with one of more  of these actual or 
perceived characteristics. The Board shall promote 
programs which ensure that  discriminatory practices are 
eliminated in all district activities.  
The District requires that school personnel take 
immediate steps to intervene when it is safe to do so and  
when he/she witnesses an act of discrimination, 
harassment, intimidation or bullying.  
 
Any person with a disability or who is unable to prepare a 
written complaint can receive assistance from  the site 
administrator or the Associate Superintendent of 
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Educational Services Teri Faught.  
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write:  
Office of Civil Rights  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, SW  
Room 509F, HHH Building 
Washington, DC 20201  
or call (800) 537-7697 (voice and TDD).  
 
Notice of Compliance  
The District is required to notify the State Department of 
Education by October 15th of schools that are  not in 
compliance with school safety plan laws. (EC 35294.95)  
 
Notification to teacher of disruptive pupil  
Consistent with State law, the district shall inform the 
teacher(s) of any pupil who has engaged in an act  which 
is subject to suspension or expulsion. The information 
shall be based upon any records that the  district 
maintains in the ordinary course of business or receives 
from a law enforcement agency. The  information 
provided shall cover the previous three school years. 
(EC 49079)  
 
Open campus (BP5112.5)  
Authorized by EC 44808.5, the Board of Trustees 
established an "Open Campus" at both district  
comprehensive high schools. Students are allowed to 
leave campus during the lunch period or during any  
other period the student is not assigned to class. The 
district, Board members, and district employees are  not 
responsible for the conduct and safety of students who 
leave school grounds during periods,  however, any 
behavior that violates school rules or the Education 
Code is subject to school discipline.  
 
Parent Classroom Visits (BP 5020) 
Parents/guardians may observe instructional and other 
school activities that involve their child in accordance 
with Board policy and Mountain View-Los Altos HSD 
Administrative Regulations adopted to ensure the safety 
of students and staff, prevent undue interference with 
instruction or harassment of school staff, and provide 
reasonable accommodation to parents/guardians. Upon 
written request by a parent/guardian, the Superintendent 
or designee shall arrange for parental observation of a 
class or activity in a reasonable time frame and in 
accordance with Board policy and Mountain View-Los 
Altos HSD Administrative Regulations. (Education Code 
49091.10) 
 
Prospectus of School Curriculum  
The curriculum of every course offered by the schools of 
the district is compiled annually by each school  in a 
prospectus. Each school prospectus is available for 
review upon request at each school site. Copies  are 

available upon request for a reasonable fee not to 
exceed the actual copying cost. (EC 49091.14)  
 
Questionnaires and surveys  
No test, questionnaire, survey, or examination containing 
any questions about the pupil's personal beliefs  or 
practices in sex, family life, morality and religion, or any 
questions about his parents' or guardians'  beliefs and 
practices in sex, family life, morality and religion shall be 
administered to any pupil in  kindergarten or grade 1 
through grade 12, inclusive, unless the parent or 
guardian of the pupil is notified  in writing that such test, 
questionnaire, survey or examination is to be 
administered and the parent or  guardian of the pupil 
gives written permission for the pupil to take such test, 
questionnaire, survey, or  examination. (EC 60650)  
 
Refusal to consent to physical examination 
(BP5141.3)  
A parent/guardian may annually file a statement with the 
principal withholding consent to any examination  of 
his/her child. The child shall be exempt, but shall be 
subject to exclusion due to a suspected  contagious or 
infectious disease. (EC 49451) 
 
Religious observance (BP5113)  
Pupils, with the written consent of their parents or 
guardians, may be excused from school in order to  
participate in religious exercises or to receive moral and 
religious instruction. Certain conditions apply.  (EC 
46014)  
 
Required parental attendance (BP5144.1(b))  
Whenever a student is suspended from class because 
he/she committed an obscene act, engaged in  habitual 
profanity or vulgarity, disrupted school activities or 
otherwise willfully defied valid staff authority,  the teacher 
of the class from which the student was suspended may 
require the student's parent/guardian  to attend a portion 
or a school day in that class. (EC 48900.1)  
 
Rights related to Special Education (BP6164)  
Students may be referred for assessment for Special 
Education by a parent/guardian or staff members.  Within 
15 days of a referral for assessment, the student's 
parent/guardian shall receive a notice of  parental rights 
and a written proposed assessment plan explaining the 
types of assessments to be  conducted and stating that 
no individualized education program will result from the 
assessment without  parental consent. (EC 56321)  
a. Physically or mentally handicapped minors for whom 

an appropriate educational program is not  available 
in this district or neighboring districts or special 
schools of the county may be placed in  nonpublic 
schools at district expense. (EC 56031)  

b. Special Education (IDEA). State and federal law 
requires that a free and appropriate public education  
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(FAPE) in the least restrictive environment be offered 
to qualified pupils with disabilities ages 3  through 21 
years. More information concerning student eligibility, 
parental rights and procedural  safeguards are 
available upon request.  

c. Special Education; Child Find System. Any parent 
suspecting that a child has exceptional needs  
(handicapped) may request an assessment for 
eligibility for special education services through the  
school principal. Policy and procedures shall include 
written notification to all parents of their rights  
pursuant to EC 56300. (EC 56301)  

d. Special Education Complaints. State regulations 
require the district to establish procedures to deal  
with complaints regarding special education. If you 
believe that the district is in violation of federal or  
state law governing the identification or placement of 
a special education student, or similar issues,  you 
may file a written complaint with the district. State 
regulations require the district to forward your  
complaint to the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. Procedures are available from your  
school principal. (5 CCR 3080)  

 
Revision of Birth Records to Reflect Change of 
Gender - Nonbinary option  
Senate Bill 179, commencing on September 1, 2018, 
would authorize a person to submit to the State  
Registrar an application to change gender on the birth 
certificate and an affidavit attesting, under penalty  of 
perjury, that the request for a change of gender is to 
conform the person’s legal gender to the person’s  
gender identity and not for any fraudulent purpose. The 
bill would authorize the change of gender on a  new birth 
certificate to be female, male, or nonbinary. Nonbinary is 
an umbrella term for people with  gender identities that 
fall somewhere outside of the traditional conceptions of 
strictly either female or  male. For information about how 
to change school records, please contact Anika 
Patterson, Educational  Services (650) 940-4650 Ext. 
0033.  
 
School Accountability Report Card (AR0510)  
The School Accountability Report Card is prepared each 
year assessing such matters as student  achievement, 
estimated per student expenditures, class size, and 
availability of qualified instructional  personnel. A copy of 
the School Accountability Report Card is available on the 
school and district website at: www.mvla.net under 
District Information, Educational Services. You may also 
request a hard copy of the SARC by calling the 
principal’s secretary of your student’s high school. (EC 
35256)  
 
School Buses/Passenger Safety. Districts are required 
to provide safety regulations to all new students.  (EC 
39831.5)  

 
Section 504  
The Mountain View Los Altos High School District is 
committed to full compliance with Section 504 of the  
Rehabilitation Act of 1973. As part of its implementation 
of this law, the district will provide reasonable  
accommodations for students with disabilities who have 
been assessed and found eligible for services so  they 
can participate fully in educational programs. A student 
with a disability includes anyone who has a record of, or 
is regarded as having a physical or mental impairment 
that substantially limits one or more  major life activities. 
A list of parent and student rights under Section 504 may 
be requested by contacting  the Office of Educational 
Services at (650) 940-4650 Ext. 0031. For additional 
information and assessment to determine eligibility under 
this program, please contact the Counseling Department 
or an Assistant  Principal at your high school.  
 
Sex education (AR6142.1)  
As part of the instruction received in Health Education, 
students learn about human reproductive organs and 
their functions. Parents/guardians have the right to 
request in writing that their child not attend such a class 
or to be excused from any part of  family life/sex 
education instruction. (EC 51240)  
 
Social Media Guidelines  
Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat and other social 
media platforms are hugely popular and most  high 
school students are active on some or all of them. MVLA 
encourages students to exercise good  judgement and 
common sense when posting on social media.  
 
Consider this: online activity may have an effect at 
school. In instances of cyber bullying or harassment,  
personal social media use, including off-hours use, may 
result in the school getting involved, including  
disciplinary action.  
 
MVLA encourages students to utilize social media in a 
positive way. Here are some guidelines for what’s  not 
allowed, as well as some common sense advice on safe, 
responsible social media use.  
 
The “Don’t Do” List  

●​ Threats:Threatening a person or group of people 
in any situation is very serious. Even posting or  
forwarding an anonymous, empty threat will raise 
red flags and authorities - both school and law  
enforcement - will investigate. If you see a 
threatening post, please get a screenshot and talk 
with a  school administrator or teacher so we can 
act promptly for everyone’s well being.  

●​ Cyberbullying: Cyberbullying takes many forms 
and all of them can harm others. This includes  
sending offensive text messages or emails, 
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posting rumors or slurs, circulating embarrassing 
photos  of a classmate online, and more. What 
may be intended as a harmless joke to one can 
be hurtful to  others.  

●​ Hate speech: Do not post or forward ethnic slurs, 
defamatory comments, personal insults, or  
obscene content. 
  

If you see or hear about online threats or bullying, please 
contact a teacher or an administrator so we can  help.  
 
Common Sense Advice  

●​ Assume that everything you put on a social 
networking site is permanent. Even if you can 
delete  your account, anyone on the internet can 
easily print photos/text or save images/videos to a  
computer. Make sure that each post is something 
you want to live with.   

●​ Be respectful of others, even if you don’t agree 
with them. Don't spread rumors, tell secrets or  
publish confidential information.  

●​ Be yourself, but do so respectfully. This includes 
not only the obvious (no ethnic slurs, offensive  
comments, defamatory comments, personal 
insults, obscenity, etc.) but also proper 
consideration of  privacy and topics that may be 
considered objectionable or inflammatory.  

●​ Know who is in your social network. Be cautious 
about accepting any random “friends.”  

●​ Maintain the highest privacy settings, but don’t 
always assume they’ll work for you. If you don’t 
want  someone to be able to see something, don’t 
post it at all. There’s no such thing as true 
anonymity.  

●​ Avoid posting offensive jokes, photos or material, 
negative messages and comments, and  
questionable or compromising photos of yourself 
OR others.  
 

If you ever have concerns about posts or behaviors you 
see online, know that you can go to any school  
administrator or teacher for help. 
 
State Funded Advanced Placement Examinations  
State funds may be available to cover the costs of 
advanced placement examination fees pursuant to EC  
52244. (EC 48980(I)) See your school counselor for 
further information.  
 
Student photos  
The district routinely uses photos of students 
participating in athletic events, academic programs and  
other school activities, for newspaper articles, brochures 
and other school publications. If a parent does  not wish 
to have his or her student's photo used for any such 
purposes, the parent must submit the  Denial of Consent 
to Release Pupil Information form which was online as 

part of the re-registration  process.  
 
Student records (BP/AR5125)  
The "Family Educational and Privacy Act of 1974" 
(PL93-380) requires that parents, legal guardians, and  
eligible 18-year-old students have the right to inspect 
and review any and all official records, files, and  data 
directly related to the student. These include all material 
that is incorporated into each student's  cumulative 
record folder–specifically including, but not necessarily 
limited to, identifying data, academic  work completed, 
level of achievement, attendance data, scores on 
standardized and psychological tests,  interest inventory 
results, health data, family background information, 
teacher or counselor ratings and  observations, and 
verified reports of serious or recurrent behavior patterns.  
 

a.​ Inspection of records. Pupil records are available 
for review during regular school hours. Requests  
for access should be directed to the school 
principal and must be granted within five days 
following  the date of the request. (EC 49069)  

b.​ Maintenance of records. A log shall be 
maintained for each pupil's record that lists all 
persons or  organizations requesting or receiving 
information from said record. (EC 49065)  

c.​ Written request for removal of records. 
(AR512-5.3) Following inspection and review of a 
pupil's  record, the parent may file a written 
request with the superintendent of the district to 
remove any  information which the parent alleges 
to be inaccurate, misleading, or inappropriate. 
The  superintendent or governing board may 
convene a hearing panel to analyze the parental 
request for  the removal of pupil-related 
information provided. (EC 49070)  

d.​ Release of records. A school district may permit 
access to pupil records to any person for whom 
the  parent of the pupil has executed written 
consent specifying the records to be released and  
identifying the party to whom the records may be 
released. The recipient must be notified that  
transmission of the information to others is 
prohibited. The consent notice shall be 
permanently kept  with the pupil's file. (EC 49075)  

e.​ Access without written consent. School personnel 
with legitimate educational interest, schools of  
intended enrollment, specified federal and state 
educational administrators, and those who 
provide  financial aid are entitled to access pupil 
records without parental consent. Access may 
also be  obtained without parental consent 
pursuant to court order. (EC 49076-8)  

f.​ Parent's statement regarding disciplinary action. 
Whenever information concerning any disciplinary  
action is included in a pupil's record, the school 
district shall allow the pupil's parent to include a  
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written statement or response concerning the 
disciplinary action. (EC 49072)  

g.​ Charge for records. The school district may make 
a reasonable charge in an amount not to exceed  
the actual cost of furnishing copies of any pupil 
record. (EC 49065)  

h.​ Pupil's progress. Each school district shall 
prescribe regulations requiring the evaluation of 
each  pupil's achievement for each marking 
period and requiring a conference with, or a 
written report to,  the parent of each pupil 
whenever it becomes evident to the teacher that 
the pupil is in danger of  failing a course. The 
refusal of the parent to attend the conference, or 
to respond to the written  report, shall not 
preclude failing the pupil at the end of the grading 
period. (EC 49067)  

i.​ Grades. The grade given to each pupil shall be 
the grade determined by the teacher and, in the  
absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith, or 
incompetence, shall be final. (EC 49066) j. 
Release of statistical data. A school district may 
release statistical data when such action would 
be  in the best educational interests of pupils and 

provided that no pupil may be identified. (EC 
49074) k. Directory information. (BP/AR5125.1) 
Directory information includes one or more of the 
following  items: student's name, address, 
telephone number, date and place of birth, major 
field of study,  participation in officially recognized 
activities and sports, weight and height of 
members of athletic  teams, dates of attendance, 
degrees and awards received, and the most 
recent previous public or  private school attended 
by the student. This information may be released 
according to local policy  for any pupil or former 
pupil, provided that notice is given annually of the 
categories of information to  be released and of 
the recipients. Directory information shall not be 
released regarding any student  when a parent 
has notified the school district in writing that such 
information shall not be released.  (EC 49073) 

 
Sun Protective Clothing/Use of Sunscreen  
School sites must allow for outdoor use of sun-protective 
clothing and must allow the use of sunscreen by  
students during the school day by an established policy. 
(EC 35183.5) 
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 

Insurance 
The Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School District 
does not carry medical or dental insurance for your child 
should he/she suffer a school-related injury. This means 
that you must pay your child’s medical bills if he or she is 
hurt during school activities. Any student participating 
in interscholastic sports is required by state law to 
have adequate medical insurance. A brochure and 
application is available through data confirmation in 
August. The school Finance Office has extra 
applications. If you have any questions, please call the 
program administrator, Myers-Stevens & Co. Inc., at 
(800) 827-4695. 
 

Bus Passes 
Free bus passes are only available to students who live 
within our district boundaries, who qualify based on 
income (verified by application) and who live 2 or more 
miles from their school. Applications are available from 
the school’s Finance Office.    
 

Social Security Number 
List the social security number of either the primary 
wage earner or the household member who signs the 
application. If there is no social security number, indicate 
that there is none. 
 

Food Service Meals 
Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School District’s 
food service program serves breakfast and lunch every 
school day: breakfast and lunch meals are available to 
all students. Each breakfast meal includes juice, fruit, 
and milk. Each lunch meal includes choices of entree, 
vegetable, fruit, bread, and milk.  Ala carte selections are 
also available on a cash basis during brunch or lunch.  
 

Free and Reduced-Price Meals 
For the 2022-23 school year, the State of California is 
requiring all public schools to make breakfast and lunch 
available to all students FREE of charge on each school 
day.  
 
Applications 
All students must fill out this application even though 
breakfast and lunch will be free to all students for the 
2022-23 school year. This allows our schools to receive 
funding for the free meal program, in addition to funding 
other important educational programs and support. 

 

Call the Food Services Coordinator at (650) 940-4600 
ext. 1049 if you have any questions. 
 
▪​ Verification 

The school district may verify the information on 
the application during the school year. You may be 
asked to send information to prove your income or 
current eligibility for Food Stamps or AFDC. Refer 
to Section C on the application for a detailed 
explanation. 
 

▪​ Notification 
You will be notified by letter when your application 
for free or reduced-price meals is approved or 
denied. If you have any questions, you may call 
the Food Services Coordinator at (650) 940-4600 
ext. 1049.  If you do not agree with the school's 
decision, you have the right to a fair hearing which 
can be arranged by calling Mike Mathiesen, 
Associate Superintendent of Business Services, at 
(650) 940-4650 ext. 0020, or by writing him at 
1299 Bryant Ave., Mountain View, CA, 94040.  

 

Nondiscrimination 
In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture policy, the district is prohibited from 
discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, age, or disability. To file a program complaint of 
discrimination, complete the USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online 
at:  http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, 
and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to 
USDA and provide in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a copy of the 
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by: 
 

(1)​ mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW  
Washington, DC 20250-9410  
(800) 877-8339 (TDD); 

(2)​ fax: (202) 690-7442; or  
(3)​ (3) program.intake@usda.gov 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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https://secure.ezmealapp.com/ApplicationScreen.aspx
http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
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http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html


 

IMMUNIZATION CLINIC SCHEDULE 

Santa Clara County Health Department 
 

All students transferring into the Mountain View Los Altos High School District from outside Santa Clara County must 
present evidence of a tuberculin Mantoux skin test completed within six months prior to entry into grades nine 
through twelve. Students testing positive with a reaction of 10 millimeters or who have a history of a positive reaction, 
must present to the school a statement signed by a physician indicating that the student has had a negative chest 
x-ray and/or is free of communicable tuberculosis or has completed a course of at least six months of preventive 
therapy. 

 
 

Mayview Community Health Centers 
https://ravenswoodfhn.org/service/lab/ 

 
Mayview Community Health Center at Mountain View 
TB testing done every other Wednesday from 1p.m. to 3 p.m. – call for schedule 
900 Miramonte Ave, 2nd Fl, Mountain View, CA 94040 
650.965.3323 
 
Mayview Community Health Center at Palo Alto   
TB testing done every other Wednesday from 1p.m. to 3 p.m. – call for schedule 
270 Grant Ave #102, Palo Alto, CA 94306 
650.327.8717 
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CAMPUS MAP 
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