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1. “Bloodchild”

Topics

Coming of Age

Sacrifice

Symbiosis

Slavery/exploitation

Addiction

Pacification

Rape

Fear/Desire of Difference (of the “Other”)
Surrogacy/Pregnancy as an act of love
Coagnitive Estrangement of Pregnancy
Feminization of the male body/merging of masculine and feminine roles
“Paying the rent”
Disenfranchisement/marginalization of humanity

Online collaborative discussions

e Group relationships. Responses HERE
e Species interconnection. Responses HERE

e The pregnant body. Responses HERE

Secondary Sources checked so far

"Bloodchild." Short Stories for Students. Ed. Tim Akers. Vol. 6. Detroit: Gale, 1999. 23-37. Encyclopedic

overview of “Bloodchild.”

Kristen Lillvis. "Mama'’s Baby, Papa’s Slavery?: The Problem and Promise of Mothering in Octavia E. Butler’s
“Bloodchild”." MELUS: Multi-Ethnic Literature of the U.S. 39.4 (2014): 7-22. Argues that the context of
exploitation allows the male protagonist to inherit maternal experience, power, and authority.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8aXmlMKumqIYU05TmFRTjVYZEk/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13hMLOQnINMj0riV10HjpkauOv_X02WLXm3I8MZig1t8/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803095622261
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1qPGg7ZqEt9PCsS8_7WKNtb98OSWO0NWejADWW8vc4Fw/viewform?usp=send_form
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sS-dfX_mrec0ao3buXGLdzcl-rx54tTXkx-yShNb-K0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1t1R5PJAa7E29Xk6qg1ki_HtEqwnToinYNFpM9ilPNQU/viewform?usp=send_form
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Ds-EPT34CIeChWNQQ5t_xI3HGydyBfQWtkrSuRGUswQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1HCj28nyADb4gxg6oT6bk4WbtENL5BOG5E5gZqYY6Q1k/viewform?usp=send_form
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ndVt6UUhufcJGEERtt_uqzjJ58u52splwvy6LkBc_zw/edit?usp=sharing
https://muse.jhu.edu/login?auth=0&type=summary&url=/journals/melus/v039/39.4.lillvis.html
https://muse.jhu.edu/login?auth=0&type=summary&url=/journals/melus/v039/39.4.lillvis.html

2. “The Evening and the Morning and the Night”

Topics

e Entrapment
Segregation/ Containment
2nd class citizenship
Dehumanization
Internalization of hatred
(Genetic) impurity
Uncontrollable bodies
Rebirth/Healing
Matriarchy as utopian alternative
Emasculation of the male body

Online collaborative discussions

e Struggle and Rebirth. Responses HERE.
e Entrapment and Liberation HERE.
e Segregation and Community HERE.

Secondary Sources checked so far

Lavender, Isiah, Ill. "Digging Deep: Ailments of Difference in Octavia Butler’s “The Evening and the Morning
and the Night”." Black and Brown Planets: The Politics of Race in Science Fiction. Ed. Isiah Lavender,
lll. Jackson, MS: UP of Mississippi, 2014. 65-82. Argues that DGD is a metaphor for race (blackness).

3. “Speech Sounds”

Topics

Aphasia as the source of frustration, confusion, envy, and social disorder and breakdown
The disintegration of civil authority and civil society (in both meanings of the term “civil”)
Isolation

Dehumanization

Language/communication as hope

Survival of the fittest?

Teachers/mentors as bringers of a new beginning

Obsidian's role and purpose

Online collaborative discussions

e "Speech Sounds" Responses HERE.

Secondary Sources checked so far


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1XnsO7qeF-BGdwmN13COnR49MtIbXwXs76Kuet8I6yjA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Gik_N_LfCAq2aD4Eue1ckrx-iB6LYyPIdVDsHLaFMjI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GOhnTcCLDdL22ifPLsTgdUrqE_yBAvnmbtjEAWNmxf4/edit?usp=sharing
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/lagcc/reader.action?docID=10951965
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/lagcc/reader.action?docID=10951965
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aphasia
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vm0ZGQh4QgEdfnUK_1h3RPvXMq737XWZKFf5gKuVp3Y/edit?usp=sharing

Govan, Sandra Y. "Disparate Spirits Yet Kindred Souls: Octavia E. Butler, 'Speech Sounds.' and Me." Strange

Matings: Science Fiction, Feminism, African American Voices, and Octavia E. Butler. Ed. Rebecca J.
Holden and Nisi Shawl. Seattle, WA: Aqueduct, 2013. 109-127. Surveys the whole story, the setting,

the protagonist, the main topics, and the real-life affliction that could cause speech loss.

Troy, Maria Holmgren. "Loss of Words: Octavia Butler's 'Speech Sounds'." The Power of Words. Ed. Solveig

Granath, June Miliander, and Elizabeth Wenn6. Karlstad, Sweden: Karlstads Universitet, 2005. 73-80.
Analysis of the short story elements of “Speech Sounds.” Troy uses this story as a starting piece in her

linguistics class.

4. “The Book of Martha”

Topics

e Troubleshooting human hierarchical impulses
e Sacrifice for salvation

e The de-gendering/(de-racing) of religion

e Female/feminist creation story (Genesis)

e The (minority) writer as God

Online collaborative discussions

e “The Book of Martha”: The Writer as God Responses HERE

e Backgrounds for the story responses HERE

Secondary Sources to be checked

Curtis, Claire P. “Theorizing Fear: Octavia Butler and the Realist Utopia”. Utopian Studies 19.3 (2008):
411-431. Argues that Butler is a Hobbesian realist in that she considers tha state of the human as driven
by fear, self-interest, and pride

Hampton, Gregory Jerome. “Religious Science Fiction: Butler’s Changing God.” Changing Bodies in the Fiction
of Octavia Butler. Blue Ridge Summit, US: Lexington Books, 2010.

5. “Amnesty”
Topics
e Captivity (alien and human)

e (Un)ethical behavior
e Indentured servitude


https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8aXmlMKumqIdzNTWWV4eFplSVk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8aXmlMKumqIZURHX1QxZ3FseWc
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VS18YlZ7_cla1pDOjJNP3KViUssXoH6tqGH5GJmuiNo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CiqhkDfe7dtmwe18ZwhbopQSBJd4P6cohm_DfW8TI8Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_Egjt-4g-yZejFNTWZjb1Q5NFE/view?usp=sharing
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/lagcc/reader.action?ppg=92&docID=10448682&tm=1476375720224
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/lagcc/reader.action?ppg=92&docID=10448682&tm=1476375720224

Collaboration

Amnesty

Sacrifice

Fear/Desire of Difference (of the “Other”)
Compromise for survival and peaceful coexistence
Leadership

Disenfranchisement or marginalization of humanity

Online collaborative discussions

e “Amnesty”: Captivity or Collaboration Responses HERE
e Backgrounds for the story responses HERE

Secondary Sources to be checked

Curtis, Claire P. “Theorizing Fear: Octavia Butler and the Realist Utopia”. Utopian Studies 19.3 (2008):
411-431.
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Edwards, Elisa. “Octavia Butler’s ‘Amnesty’.” (2003) in Race, Aliens, and the U.S. Government in African
American Science Fiction. Minster [u.a.: Lit, 2011.]


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rUSWVNUaCBx7UdlTylA82Kp34SIe0ddKPFgCcf97ppA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CiqhkDfe7dtmwe18ZwhbopQSBJd4P6cohm_DfW8TI8Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_Egjt-4g-yZejFNTWZjb1Q5NFE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8aXmlMKumqIR0VPQV9leHpkTGs
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