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Fun and Creative Summer Reading Activities for All Ages - 318

In this episode, | share oodles of creative and tech-infused summer reading activities to help
kids stay engaged with reading over the summer. You'll also hear tips on using digital tools
like audiobooks, book trailers, and virtual book clubs to make summer reading fun and
interactive. If you want to inspire young readers and provide families with easy-to-implement
strategies, this episode has you covered!

Link to live show notes:
https://classtechtips.com/2025/05/06/summer-reading-activities-318/
*Summer Reading Activities

Introduction

Hello there, and welcome to today's episode of the Easy EdTech podcast. My name is
Monica Burns, and | am so glad you're here to join me today. If you want to make the most
of education technology, AKA EdTech, you are in the right place. My goal has always been to
help make EdTech easier and give you ideas to try yourself, share with a colleague, or
bookmark for later in the school year.

Every Tuesday on the Easy EdTech podcast, you'll hear stories from my time in the
classroom, my work with schools and districts, and my travels to different EdTech events.
Get ready for solo episodes where | share some quick tips, stories, and interviews full of
practical ideas and stories from new guests each month. If we mention something you'd like
to check out, make sure to click the link. You'll find it in the episode description or the
summary area where you're listening to this podcast, or you can find every episode and all
of the resources we mention by going to EasyEdTechPodcast.com or by going to
classtechtips.com and just clicking on the Easy EdTech Podcast button at the top of the

page.

Intro Sponsor Message

This episode is sponsored by my Amazon Storefront. I've pulled together more than a dozen
lists of my favorite gifts, books and spring cleaning items for educators. My collections on
Amazon make it easy to find all of my books, books written by Easy EdTech Podcast guests,
and so much more. Use the link ClassTechTips.com/amazon to go straight to my Amazon
Storefront. That’s ClassTechTips.com/amazon!

Today’s Intro

This week’s episode is titled: “Fun and Creative Summer Reading Activities for All Ages -
318”



http://classtechtips.com/amazon
http://classtechtips.com/amazon

Summer is the perfect time to take a spin on traditional classroom reading activities. If you
are looking to host a summer reading challenge for kids or simply want to share ideas for
families to try out this summer, | have you covered. In today’s episode, we’ll look at over a

dozen tips and a handful of favorite EdTech tools.

How can you use this list of tips for summer reading challenges for kids? All the activities I'll

spotlight today are ready for you to customize for your students. You might tweak a few and

then share the complete list with families.

Alternatively, if you send out a weekly newsletter before or during summer break, you might

choose to share just one or two of the ideas with families each week.

Episode Transcript

Before diving into this list of tips for a summer reading challenge for kids, let’s start with the

most important part: finding books kids will love!

Afew ideas to help them discover new favorites:

e Tap into their interests: Encourage families to ask questions like, “What do you want
to learn more about?” This can help narrow down topics, particularly for informational
text like dinosaurs or space.

e Consider different genres: If students show an interest in a particular genre, such as
mysteries, find books that match those interests and share a list with families before
the summer break.

e Encourage a visit to your local library: Librarians are amazing at recommending
books and often host summer reading programs. You might send home information to
families about a local library so they can decide if they’d like to carve out time to

explore a new space.


https://classtechtips.com/2024/01/24/use-ai-to-customize-activities/
https://classtechtips.com/2023/04/13/find-free-books/

Now let’s dive into my list of Tech-Infused Summer Reading Challenge Tips

Listen to audiobooks

Check out audiobooks from your library using apps like Libby or Hoopla. These are great for
travel or when kids want to read but need a hands-free option. I’ve been a longtime fan of
Audible, but this year, | tried out the audiobooks on Spotify. | pay for Spotify premium for
music listening, and | was very surprised at just how many titles they offer for free as part of
the premium package.

Track books with a digital reading log

Use Google Sheets or a reading log app like Bookly to track book titles, authors, and page
counts. Instead of feeling punitive, you might celebrate reading progress at the end of each
week or talk about reading goals alongside a log.

Create book trailers

After finishing a book, encourage designing a fun book trailer using apps like iMovie or Adobe

Express. I've shared a handful of posts on the blog that feature video activities, including this

one with tips for using the animated feature in Adobe Express.

Host a virtual book club

Connect with friends via Zoom or Google Meet to discuss favorite books and characters. Even
if a group of kids is of different ages or have different interests in reading materials, they can

still share favorites and talk about a love of reading.


https://libbyapp.com/interview/welcome#doYouHaveACard
https://www.hoopladigital.com/
https://open.spotify.com/
https://getbookly.com/bookly-readathon/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/imovie/id377298193
https://classtechtips.com/2022/12/21/winter-video/
https://meet.google.com/

Write an alternate ending

Spark kids’ creativity by having them write an alternative ending (or even a new chapter!) to a
book they loved. If you work at home over the summer, you might recommend digital tools to
families that students have already tried out during the school year. For example, if you

participated in Be An Author Month this year, you might recommend a familiar tool like Book

Creator to families.

Search for the setting

Encourage students to explore the setting of a story through Google Maps or look at a virtual

reality-friendly site like Google Arts and Culture. If the setting of the book isn’t very common,

you might head to a tool like 360cities.net, which has oodles of content to sort through.
Create the setting

This year on the blog, I’'ve shared lots of ideas for using Al, including how to use Al to generate
images. You might suggest families explore a tool like Adobe Firefly to generate images
together. Then, they can write a prompt together to create an image that represents the
setting of their book.

Connect with the author online

Encourage families to check the author’s website or social media. Some authors love

interacting with young readers and post content that compliments their most popular books.

Listen to an interview


https://classtechtips.com/2023/02/28/student-writing-2/
https://classtechtips.com/category/book-creator/
https://classtechtips.com/category/book-creator/
https://artsandculture.google.com/
https://classtechtips.com/2023/12/06/generate-images-with-ai/
https://classtechtips.com/2023/12/06/generate-images-with-ai/
https://www.adobe.com/products/firefly.html

I’m a big fan of podcasts (I’'ve included a link to my blog post with a selection of favorites in
today’s shownotes), and you might find an interview with a favorite kid-friendly author.
Authors tend to jump around on different podcasts to promote their books, particularly if they

have a new book coming out.

Make a digital character sketch

Ask students to use a drawing app like Sketchbook or Procreate to illustrate their favorite

character and include personality traits. They can also use a tool that includes simple drawing

tools like Seesaw or Book Creator.

Design a book cover

There are lots of graphic design tools that have templates for students, including templates
for book covers. Encourage kids to let theirimagination go wild as they create a new cover

design for a book they enjoyed. Canva and Adobe Express both have great templates for book

covers.

Create a soundtrack

I’'ve shared lots of favorite Al tools with educators in my Al in Education Membership, and one
favorite is MusicFX. With this Google tool, you can create music based on a text prompt. One
part of a summer reading challenge for kids might include having them compose a
soundtrack using only a text-based prompt.

Record a book review podcast

In addition to having students listen to podcasts about books, as | mentioned earlier, you

might ask them to plan and record a short podcast-style book review as part of a summer


https://classtechtips.com/2022/06/27/google-podcasts-2/
https://www.sketchbook.com/
https://procreate.com/
https://seesaw.com/
https://www.canva.com/education/
https://classtechtips.com/category/adobe/
https://classtechtips.com/ai-for-educators-membership/

reading challenge. Plenty of kid-friendly tools are available, including Soundtrap for
Education and the iPad app GarageBand. If you’re looking for something even simpler, you

might ask them to record audio notes in Book Creator.

Create an “About the Author” presentation

If your summer reading challenge includes a component where students must read more than

one book from the same author, you might encourage them to create an “About the Author”

presentation.

Turn the book into a comic

Students can use a comic creation tool like Storyboard That or popular tools like Google
Slides, which are perfect for this type of activity. If you’d like to try out a few templates for
comic books, head to the Free Stuff section of my site at
classtechtips.com/free-stuff-favorites/, where you’ll find lots of downloads to choose from.

Play a book-themed trivia game

| love a trivia game, and | grew up in a house where we watched Jeopardy every night. For the

summertime, you might want to share a few trivia games with kids. A platform like Kahoot!

has plenty of ready-to-share trivia games for students.

Reading opens up a world of adventure and exploration for students! For a summer reading
challenge for kids, you might focus on giving kids lots of choices. You might encourage
families to take a trip to the library and let them roam the shelves. Reading isn’t just about

physical books. Explore audiobooks, graphic novels, magazines, and comics this summer!



https://www.soundtrap.com/edu/
https://www.soundtrap.com/edu/
https://www.apple.com/mac/garageband/
https://bookcreator.com/
https://classtechtips.com/2023/08/15/websites-to-make-presentations-228/
https://www.storyboardthat.com/
https://classtechtips.com/2022/06/23/comic-strips-in-google-slides/
https://classtechtips.com/2022/06/23/comic-strips-in-google-slides/
https://classtechtips.com/free-stuff-favorites/
https://kahoot.com/
https://classtechtips.com/2022/03/01/graphic-novels-152/

So let’s make this EdTech easy with some key points from the episode...

Use audiobooks, digital reading logs, and book trailers to enhance summer reading.
Encourage creativity with activities like designing book covers and writing alternate
endings.

Foster a reading community through virtual book clubs and author interactions.

Offer diverse reading options, including graphic novels, audiobooks, and magazines.

Remember, you can find the shownotes and the full list of resources from this episode on

EasyEdTechPodcast.com and finding today’s episode #318!

Outro Sponsor Message

This episode is sponsored by my Amazon Storefront. I've pulled together more than a dozen
lists of my favorite gifts, books and spring cleaning items for educators. My collections on
Amazon make it easy to find all of my books, books written by Easy EdTech Podcast guests,
and so much more. Use the link ClassTechTips.com/amazon to go straight to my Amazon
Storefront. That’s ClassTechTips.com/amazon!

Outro

Thank you for listening to this new episode of the Easy EdTech Podcast! | love creating new
episodes for you each week, but I could use a bit of help spreading the word about the
podcast. Can you leave a rating or review on your favorite podcast app?

Spotify will let you tap on the stars, and Apple Podcasts will let you tap on the stars and
leave a one or two sentence review.

Thank you so much for taking this extra step, it helps other educators find episodes like this
one when they are searching for EdTech tips.

Episode Resources

Connect with Dr. Monica Burns on X (Twitter), Threads, Bluesky & Instagram
Sign up for the Free Newsletter
Check out EdTech Books by Dr. Monica Burns

Explore Artificial Intelligence Resources, Events & Workshops & Free Stuff



http://classtechtips.com/amazon
http://classtechtips.com/amazon
https://twitter.com/classtechtips
https://www.threads.net/@classtechtips
https://bsky.app/profile/classtechtips.com
https://www.instagram.com/classtechtips/
http://classtechtips.com/newsletter
https://classtechtips.com/books/
https://classtechtips.com/artificial-intelligence-resources/
https://classtechtips.com/events-and-workshops/
https://classtechtips.com/free-stuff-favorites/

Grab EdTech Essentials: 12 Strategies for Every Classroom in the Age of Al 2nd Edition &

download the FREE Study Guide

Alin Education Membership (Sign up & Waitlist)

Easy EdTech Club (Sign up & Waitlist)

Libby (Audiobook library)

Hoopla (Audiobook library)

Spotify (Digital music, podcast, and video streaming service)
Bookly (Book reading tracking tool)

iMovie (Moviemaking Tool)

Book Creator (Ebook creation tool)

360Cities

Google Arts & Culture

Procreate (Drawing app)

Sketchbook (Illustration software)

Canva for Education (Graphic design platform)

Seesaw (Student-driven digital portfolios & parent communication)
Adobe Firefly (Generative Al for images)

Adobe Express for Education (Free creation tools)

MusicFX (Al-powered music tool)

Storyboard That (Digital storytelling tool)

Soundtrap for Education (Audio Software)

Garageband (Audio Software)

Kahoot! (Game-Based Learning Platform)

13 Websites to Make Presentations for Any Classroom (Podcast Episode)

11 Free Google Podcasts for Kids (Blog Post)
Travel the Web Virtual Field Trips for Summer (Podcast Episode)

20 Book Creator Projects for Be an Author Month (Blog Post)
How to Create a Comic Strip in Google Slides (Blog Post)



https://www.amazon.com/dp/1416632972?asc_item-id=amzn1.ideas.2G4VITJGIRNT2&linkCode=sl1&tag=clatectip02-20&linkId=785060502d8ebde04fdc0d80a7433c05&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
http://classtechtips.com/studyguide
https://classtechtips.com/ai-for-educators-membership/
https://classtechtips.com/club/
https://libbyapp.com/interview/welcome#doYouHaveACard
https://www.hoopladigital.com/
https://open.spotify.com/show/0qjdB2LMPLMPxOq05ewboe
https://getbookly.com/bookly-readathon/
https://www.apple.com/imovie/
https://bookcreator.com/
http://360cities.net
https://artsandculture.google.com/
https://procreate.art/
https://www.sketchbook.com/
https://www.canva.com/education/
https://web.seesaw.me/
https://www.adobe.com/sensei/generative-ai/firefly.html
https://www.adobe.com/education/express/
https://aitestkitchen.withgoogle.com/tools/music-fx
https://www.storyboardthat.com/
https://www.soundtrap.com/edu/
https://www.apple.com/mac/garageband/
https://kahoot.com/
https://classtechtips.com/2023/08/15/websites-to-make-presentations-228/
https://classtechtips.com/2022/06/27/google-podcasts-2/
https://classtechtips.com/2023/05/23/virtual-field-trips-for-summer-216/
https://classtechtips.com/2024/03/13/book-creator-projects/
https://classtechtips.com/2022/06/23/comic-strips-in-google-slides/

