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Devar Toarh for Pashas Vayera - By

Shmuly Wolosow

In this week’s Parsha we read about the evil
people who lived in Sedom and Hashem
.sent an angel to turn over Sedom
Avrohom pleaded to Hashem not destroy
the people of Sedom. He first said if you
find 50 righteous people in Sedom will your
?still turn over Sedon
Hashem said if there are 50 Tzadikim in
.Sedom | will not turn over Sedom
?Why 50
Rashi explains that there were actually 5
cities in Sedom. If there were 50 Tzadikim
then we have 10 Tzadikim per city and that
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.would save the 5 cities of Sedom

As it turns out there were not even 10
Tzadikim in all of Sedom and the Malach
.was going to destroy all 5 cities of Sedom
That is until Lot got involved. Lot asked
Hashem to spare the city of Tzoar, which
was one of the five cities of Sedom, for he
.wanted to go and live there

Hashem granted him his request and Tzoar
.was not destroyed

The question is how could it be that all the
prayers of the Tzadik Avrohom did not help
to spare Tzoar and Lot who was a Rasha
?was able to change the decree

The answer perhaps is that there was a
fundamental different in the approach of
Avrohom’s prayers and the approach and
the request of Lot

Avrohom was looking for Tzadikim to



protect the other people the Reshaim of
Sedom. Unfortunately there were no
.Tzadikim found

Lot on the other hand argued “halo mitzar
hie” that the sins are small and insignificant
and Hashem should look away and spare
them. Only the city of Tzoar, which was
founded after the other cities of Sedom, did
not accumulate all the sins like the other
.cities. Tzoar was therefore saved

The lesson for us perhaps is, that the more
effective approach in saving people from a
spiritual destruction is by trying to minimize
their guilt and finding merits and
rationalizations for them

Hashem then looks away from what they
have done wrong and will help and save
them
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