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Crosswind Landing 

Lesson Objective 

The student must be able to land with slight to moderate cross-winds.  The pilot must 
exhibit control to maintain runway centerline on approach, flare, and touchdown.  On 
landing and roll-out, the candidate must maintain runway centerline, despite the crosswind.  The candidate 
may use slip or crab to correct for the crosswind component on the approach.  

Regulatory Requirement 

●​ Pre-Solo: §61.87(i)(16) 
●​ Private Practical Candidate: PTS IV-Q 

Content 

●​ Crab to correct for crosswind 
●​ Forward Slip 
●​ Side-Slip to correct for crosswind 

Completion Standards 

To determine that the applicant: 
●​ Exhibits knowledge of the elements related to normal and crosswind approach and landing 

procedures. 
●​ Adjusts flaps, spoilers, or dive brakes, as appropriate. 
●​ Maintains recommended approach airspeed, +10/-5 knots. 
●​ Maintains crosswind correction and directional control throughout the approach and landing. 
●​ Makes smooth, timely, and positive control application during the roundout and touchdown. 
●​ Touches down smoothly within the designated landing area, with no appreciable drift, and with the 

longitudinal axis aligned with the desired landing path, stopping short of and within 200 feet (120 
meters) of a designated point. 

●​ Maintains control during the after-landing roll 
●​ Completes appropriate checklists 

Simulator Practice 

Complete lessons as detailed in the Condor Lesson Plans 
●​ 10a Crosswind Landing 

Homework for Pre-Solo 

●​ “Glider Flight Training Manual” by Thomas Knauff pages 112-114 and 178-182 
●​ Video (4:17 minutes) Crosswind landing, Condor Simulator, Soaring Safety Foundation 

Homework for Solo to Private 

●​ Glider Flying Handbook (2013) -- "Slips" page 3-16 and 3-17 
○​ "Wind" page 5-3 through 5-6 
○​ "Crosswind Landing" page 7-25 
○​ "Slips", page 7-25 through 7-27  

 
Further Reading 

●​ CFIG Lesson Plan Notes  

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=e1587317350c958cb2d1905a1403be10;rgn=div5;view=text;node=14%3A2.0.1.1.2;idno=14;cc=ecfr#14:2.0.1.1.2.3.1.4
http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/test_standards/media/FAA-S-8081-22.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14pf-B4Ph5DK173EvQ4cCouGXvW2Us42EFOl8Izmb0aw/edit
https://youtu.be/KrFlC7bxAlo
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aircraft/glider_handbook/media/faa-h-8083-13a.pdf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0ByBqd6kLFeq5RlhvY3ozcWRBV3c
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Next Lesson: 4i -- Unassisted Takeoff 
Previous Lesson: 4g -- Crosswind Takeoff 
Return to Training Syllabus 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EViX6NYqtC3Ikk5R-l14ZgGPi7IkC7DTCsw_ZN7aNdY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w21POLn_GOa0NEccY2nlPND5w7nYWPDudim_HNI9PGk/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/site/soaringclubofhouston/learn-to-fly/training-1/getting-started/syllabus?pli=1
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