1 Samuel 9
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We are introduced to Saul as the son of Kish, a Benjamite of valour. Saul is a good-looking young man
and nobody is taller than he is. When the donkeys of Saul’s father are lost, Saul is sent to look for them.
Not being able to find them, he and his servant think to go ask Samuel and go towards where he is.

Meanwhile...

15. And YHWH uncovered the ear (revealed
to) Samuel one day before Saul was to come
saying,

16. “This time tomorrow I will send to you a
man from the land of Benjamin and you shall
anoint him as ruler over my nation, Israel, and
he will save my nation from the hand of the
Philistines. For I have seen my nation when
they came, crying out to me.”

17. And Samuel saw Saul, and YHWH
answered him, “Behold, it is the man that I
said to you, ‘this one shall restrain/rule my
nation.””
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1. How had chapter 8, the chapter directly before this one, ended? What had Samuel done?
What had God instructed? How does the section work following 1 Samuel 8?

2. What is the purpose of the king here? What language is used to describe the king?

3. What is Samuel’s role here?

18. And Saul approached Samuel inside of the
gate, and he said, “Tell please to me, where is
the house of the seer?”

19. And Samuel answered Saul and he said, “I
am the seer. Go up before me to the high
place, and y’all will eat with me today, and I
will send you out in the morning, and all that
is in your heart, I will tell to you.

20. And about the donkeys that were lost to
you, as of today, three days ago, don’t place
your heart [worry] about them for they have
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been found. And to whom is all the
desire/desirable things of Israel? Is it not for
you and for all the house of your father?”
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1. What does Samuel tell Saul here? List each point Samuel makes. Why might these be
what he communicates with Saul? What might he be trying to achieve?

21. And Saul answered and he said, “Am I not
a Benjaminite, from the smallest of the tribes
of Israel, and my family the youngest of all
the families of the tribe of Benjamin? And
why did you say to me such a thing?”
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1. What might Saul’s tone be here? What might he be trying to say to Samuel? Think of a
few possibilities for different tones and how that affects the message.

1 Samuel 9:22-27

Samuel invites Saul to feast with him and his guests, placing Saul in the place of honor and feeding him
the best cuts. Samuel arranges to speak to Saul in private the next day...

1 Samuel 10
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1. And Samuel took the flask of oil and he
poured it on his head and he kissed him. And
he said, “Is it not that YHWH has anointed
you over his inheritance as ruler?
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1. What is happening here? Have we seen anointing in connection with kingship before?
What might the purpose of anointing be? What might the purpose of the kiss be? Why
might this ceremony be happening in private?



2. When you go today from me, you will find
two men by the tomb of Rachel at the border
of Benjamin in Zelzach. And they will say to
you, ‘We found the donkeys that you went to
seek. And behold, your father has left off
from the matter of the donkeys, and he is
worrying about y’all, saying, ‘“What will I do
about my son?”’

3. And you will pass on from there and
onwards and you will come to the Terebinth
of Tabor, and there will find you three men
going up to the Elohim to Beth El, one
carrying three loves of bread, and one
carrying a skin of wine.

4. And they will ask after your well-being,
and they will give to you two breads and you
will take them from their hand.
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1. Why might exchange of food be important here? Why might these be the signs Samuel
gives to Saul? How might they be connected to the ways we’ve read kingship so far?

5. After this, you will come to the hill of the
Elohim that there is the garrison of the
Philistines. And it will be when you come
there to the city, you will encounter a band of
prophets going down from the high place, and
before them, stings, and tamborine, and flute,
and harp, and they will be prophesying.

6. And will come mightily upon you the spirit
of YHWH, and you will prophesize with
them, and you will be changed to be a
different man.

7. And it will be that when these signs come
upon you, do for yourself that which you find
in your hand because the Elohim is with you.
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1. What signs are given here? How might they be connected to kingship? What seems to be
the relationship between kingship and prophecy? What sort of prophecy is described

here?

2. What might be meant by “you will be changed to be a different man”?




8. And you will go down before me to Gilgal,
and behold I will go down to you to raise up
burnt offerings, to sacrifice the peace
offerings. For seven days you shall wait until
my coming to you, and I will let you know
that which you will do.”

9. And it was when he turned his shoulder to
go from Samuel that Elohim changed for him
his heart to a different heart. And all these
signs came (to be) on that day.
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1. What might this ceremony that is described in verse 8 be? What might the purpose be?
What is Samuel’s role and what is Saul’s role?

2. What might be the meaning of his change of heart? (In the Tanakh, the heart is the
thinking organ, as we think of the brain today.) Why might Elohim be the one who
causes it? Why might it happen when he leaves Samuel? How might it be connected to

his ability to be a king?

1 Samuel 9:10-16

Saul prophesizes in the midst of a band of prophets, nation asks “Is also Saul among the prophets?” Saul
runs into his uncle and does not tell him that he has been anointed as king.

17. And Samuel summoned the nation to
YHWH at Mizpah.

18. And he said to the children of Israel:
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1. What was Samuel’s last interaction with the whole nation? What might you expect his

attitude to be now?

2. Saul has already been anointed as king. What seems to be Samuel’s role in Saul’s

kingship?

“Thus said YHWH Elohim of Israel, ‘I myself
raised up Israel from Egypt, and I delivered
y’all from the hand of Egypt and from the
hand of all the kingdoms which oppress y’all.’
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19. And y’all yourselves today have rejected
y’alls Elohim, he who saved y’all from all of
y’alls adversities and troubles. And y’all said
to him, ‘But place a king over us.” And now,
present yourselves before YHWH, by y’alls
tribes and by y’alls thousands (clans.)
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1. How does Samuel’s speech here compare to his speech in 1 Samuel 8?

20. And Samuel caused all the tribes of Israel
to come near and the tribe of Benjamin was
taken.

21. An he caused to come near the tribe of
Benjamin by their families, and the family of
Matri was taken. And Saul, son of Kish, was
taken and they sought him and he was not
found.

22. And they asked additionally of YHWH,
“Has come hither an additional man?”

2R LTI DX XMWY 29N >
232 LY T

nheYn? T2 vaYTY 29 %
PRY 72PN pnd noavn TaPm
IRERI NP1 MR W3

o7 7 RRT A2 TIVTIORYN =
7Rk

10}

1. How is the choosing happening here? Who is doing the choosing? What does it remind
you of? How does this compare to the choosing of a king in Deuteronomy 17?

And YHWH said, “Behold he is hidden
among the vessels.”

23. And they ran and they took him from
there and he took his stand in the midst of the
nation. And he was taller than all the nation,
from his shoulders upward.

24. And Samuel said to all the nation, “Have
y’all seen he whom YHWH has chosen, for
there is no one like him among all the nation.”
And all the nation raised a shout and they
said, “Long live the king!”
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1. What is God’s role here? What is Saul’s role? What is the people’s role?

2. How does Samuel commend Saul to the nation? Is his language here reminiscent of
anything? How does this commendation compare to the way a king is described in

Deuteronomy 17?

25. And Samuel spoke to the nation the law of
the kingdom, and he wrote it in the book, and
he laid it before YHWH. And Samuel sent
away all the nation, each man to his house.

26. And also Saul went to his house in
Gibeah, and with him went the men of valour
whose hearts Elohim had touched.
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1. What might be meant by the law of the kingdom? Think of a few possibilities.

2. What is Samuel’s role here? Why might he be the one who does the writing? What might

the purpose of the writing be?

3. Why might Saul go home? Who are these people who go after him?

27. And the sons of worthlessness (worthless
people) said, “How can this save us?”” And
they despised him and they did not bring to
him tribute, and he kept silent/and it was like
plowing.
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1. What does the narrator seem to think about Saul as king?

2. Why might people have doubts about Saul’s abilities? What do they need saving from?

3. Why might Saul not respond?

1 Samuel 11

Facing an Ammonite threat, the people turn to Saul for help. The spirit of God comes over Saul, he
gathers all the people of Israel, and they defeat the Ammonites. The people then want to kill those who
had earlier questioned Saul’s right to be king, but Saul refuses to let that happen. Then...
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1. Why might the monarchy need renewing? What might it mean to renew the monarchy?
What happens in order to renew the monarchy?

2. This is the first time Saul has been called “king.” Before, he had been referred to as 71,
ruler. Why might he be king now?

3. How does this order of becoming king compare to the order described in Deuteronomy
17?

1 Samuel 12

Samuel reiterates to the nation that he has served them well, never doing anything he ought not do.
Samuel threatens to call rain down to destroy the people's harvest. The people immediately acknowledge
the evil they have done in asking for a king, and Samuel relents. He then urges the nation to fear and serve
God so that they and their new king will be successful, because if not, they and their new king will be
destroyed.

1 Samuel 13-14
Saul fights Israel’s battles.

1 Samuel 15

Samuel tells Saul to kill all the people and animals of Amalek, the evil nation who struck Israel in the
wilderness. But Saul and the people take pity on the king of Amalek and on some livestock, and they do
not immediately kill them. God regrets that God had made Saul king over Israel, and Samuel tells Saul
that the kingdom will be torn away from him and given to someone else.
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	טו וַֽיהוָ֔ה גָּלָ֖ה אֶת־אֹ֣זֶן שְׁמוּאֵ֑ל י֣וֹם אֶחָ֔ד לִפְנֵ֥י בֽוֹא־שָׁא֖וּל לֵאמֹֽר׃  
	טז כָּעֵ֣ת ׀ מָחָ֡ר אֶשְׁלַח֩ אֵלֶ֨יךָ אִ֜ישׁ מֵאֶ֣רֶץ בִּנְיָמִ֗ן וּמְשַׁחְתּ֤וֹ לְנָגִיד֙ עַל־עַמִּ֣י יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ל וְהוֹשִׁ֥יעַ אֶת־עַמִּ֖י מִיַּ֣ד פְּלִשְׁתִּ֑ים כִּ֤י רָאִ֨יתִי֙ אֶת־עַמִּ֔י כִּ֛י בָּ֥אָה צַֽעֲקָת֖וֹ אֵלָֽי׃ 
	יז וּשְׁמוּאֵ֖ל רָאָ֣ה אֶת־שָׁא֑וּל וַֽיהוָ֣ה עָנָ֔הוּ הִנֵּ֤ה הָאִישׁ֙ אֲשֶׁ֣ר אָמַ֣רְתִּי אֵלֶ֔יךָ זֶ֖ה יַעְצֹ֥ר בְּעַמִּֽי׃  
	 
	 
	יח וַיִּגַּ֥שׁ שָׁא֛וּל אֶת־שְׁמוּאֵ֖ל בְּת֣וֹךְ הַשָּׁ֑עַר וַיֹּ֨אמֶר֙ הַגִּֽידָה־נָּ֣א לִ֔י אֵי־זֶ֖ה בֵּ֥ית הָֽרֹאֶֽה׃  
	יט וַיַּ֨עַן שְׁמוּאֵ֜ל אֶת־שָׁא֗וּל וַיֹּ֨אמֶר֙ אָֽנֹכִ֣י הָֽרֹאֶ֔ה עֲלֵ֤ה לְפָנַי֙ הַבָּמָ֔ה וַֽאֲכַלְתֶּ֥ם עִמִּ֖י הַיּ֑וֹם וְשִׁלַּחְתִּ֣יךָ בַבֹּ֔קֶר וְכֹ֛ל אֲשֶׁ֥ר בִּֽלְבָבְךָ֖ אַגִּ֥יד לָֽךְ׃  
	כ וְלָֽאֲתֹנ֞וֹת הָאֹֽבְד֣וֹת לְךָ֗ הַיּוֹם֙ שְׁלֹ֣שֶׁת הַיָּמִ֔ים אַל־תָּ֧שֶׂם אֶֽת־לִבְּךָ֛ לָהֶ֖ם כִּ֣י נִמְצָ֑אוּ וּלְמִי֙ כָּל־חֶמְדַּ֣ת יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ל הֲל֣וֹא לְךָ֔ וּלְכֹ֖ל בֵּ֥ית אָבִֽיךָ׃  
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	1.​What does Samuel tell Saul here? List each point Samuel makes. Why might these be what he communicates with Saul? What might he be trying to achieve?  
	 
	כא וַיַּ֨עַן שָׁא֜וּל וַיֹּ֗אמֶר הֲל֨וֹא בֶן־יְמִינִ֤י אָנֹ֨כִי֙ מִקַּטַנֵּי֙ שִׁבְטֵ֣י יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ל וּמִשְׁפַּחְתִּי֙ הַצְּעִרָ֔ה מִכָּֽל־מִשְׁפְּח֖וֹת שִׁבְטֵ֣י בִנְיָמִ֑ן וְלָ֨מָּה֙ דִּבַּ֣רְתָּ אֵלַ֔י כַּדָּבָ֖ר הַזֶּֽה׃ 
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