
 

The Aztec Worldview - Teacher Outline 
 Grade 8 Social Studies 

 Adapted from a Learn Alberta Critical Challenge 

 
 
Program of Study Outcomes: 
 

Social Studies 8: 

Knowledge and Understanding 

8.3.4.1 - What were the key elements of the worldview of the Aztec civilization prior to contact with the 

Spanish? 

Skills and Processes  

8.S.4.1 - demonstrate skills of compromise and devise strategies to reach group consensus  

8.S.7.3 - draw conclusions based upon research and evidence 

8.S.7.7 - practice the responsible and ethical use of information and technology 

8.S.7.16 - access and retrieve information through the electronic network 

 

Cross-curricular Competencies: 

●​ Know how to learn 

●​ Think critically 

●​ Manage Information 

●​ Apply multiple literacies 

●​ Demonstrate global and cultural understanding 

●​ Demonstrate good communication skills and the ability to work cooperatively with others 

 
Objective 
This activity is intended to provide students will some foundational knowledge about the worldview of the 
Aztec civilization. Students will use the Internet for exploration to, collaboratively, create an informative 
presentation of the Aztec Worldview.  

 
Organization 
Students will be organized into research groups, seven students in each group.  You may choose to use the  
Sample Organizational Structure to make groupings.  Within the research group, each student will be 
assigned an element of worldview to examine.  They will become an expert on that element of worldview, in 
reference to the Aztec civilization. They will be responsible to share this information with their research 
group. 
 

 

BGRS Project Outline - Created by Barb Roy, Darren Maltais, and Jacqueline Larson 



 
Resources 
Use the links provided as well as other resources (textbooks, web pages, etc.)  
 
Documents 
AW Student Handout 
Background Information 
Keyword Organizer 
Reference Record 
Elements of Aztec Worldview Questions  
Aztec Worldview Rubric 
Information Gathering Organizer 
Google Slide Presentation Template 
Aztec Worldview Summarizing 
Choosing Copyright-Free Images 

 
Progression 

1.​ Introductory Lesson - Share Student Handout and discuss expectations for the critical challenge. 
a.​ 5-minute Research - allow the students to use their textbooks or devices to to complete 

research to gather information about the Aztecs.    
b.​ Whole-Class Debrief - Bring students back to share what they have found. 
c.​ Choosing Worldview Elements - Students begin cursory research, using the Background 

Information links, to  identify the element(s) of worldview they are most interested in 
examining.  Use their preferences to help place them into research groups. 

 
2.​ Identifying Keywords Lesson - Teacher demonstrates the impact of carefully choosing search words 

in a Google search.   
a.​ Students work with their research groups to determine keywords they might use when 

completing their research.  They record their work in the Keyword Organizer.  They should 
also skim their textbooks, using the index, and the table of contents, to identify where they 
might find related information in their textbooks.  There is also space for this to be recorded 
on the Keyword Organizer.  

 
3.​ Lesson on Making Inferences 

a.​ “When you read this, what can you learn?” 
 

4.​ Lesson Connecting to Evidence to Support Conclusions 
a.​ How can you prove you are right? 

 
5.​ Lesson on respecting others’ work 

a.​ Share Reference Record document 
b.​ Remember to include the URLs of the pages from which you take information, as well as the 

dates in your Reference Record, so you can return to it and use it in a bibliography.   
 

6.​ Research - Students will work to answer the questions about their element of Worldview, using 
their Sharing Thoughts Rubric and Elements of Aztec Worldview Questions to guide their work. 

a.​ Make notes on information relevant to your topic using the Information Gathering 
Organizer. 

   
7.​ Lesson on Getting and Using EasyBib 

 
8.​ Choosing Copyright-Free Images 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rL8F2XV7BAa-c1cY1t1Vq4qBQDlZbZJAK1-ngdZaS5I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jq1HgvG1lqe5FkvF2RKwx77i1f5NJy7n7YY6ouA_Lpo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1as2K5grFFELBJaUhVRZpFnQy5Skznf7OztkNZ1uP4q8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19BafQt1mgLr_tsjjFYBKjjApI4xke1TCacOiz8tJd8I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z-QHJpq6Jl6YQfEvQoPjL7_nx7FUJac-5sMBsshaoHE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zRbAWT8RmZ3mlUHuXuaP1VbzZleopmSria8Q_aS2gws/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uqZrfOCDLyAGDLjJRqCW7xgzuvVg7aw-zCPMVqM3IKQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1a7bx6bbpyu3MW_bXv5GHyj8X_YIfADuZj-UKPWFgdUk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H2B77Yaydzr2VfnHuulGkjOTbPyA1zFpt3uLyqzVgBE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Em9ruKRQf6D57xMSoeq2a8mdvZSQqMFsFYxVE2TxN7U
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Em9ruKRQf6D57xMSoeq2a8mdvZSQqMFsFYxVE2TxN7U
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EwTexiKBD0NTlqCe1Nl0ssKW9BGS-Zk8DEenOz7-0ZA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EwTexiKBD0NTlqCe1Nl0ssKW9BGS-Zk8DEenOz7-0ZA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NaJMgoxEiKCUrxM6er83Ik5GoWva7hgvk3gI_1XI82A
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NaJMgoxEiKCUrxM6er83Ik5GoWva7hgvk3gI_1XI82A
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oTV9c3Vi1adVJF6cQzuU17TZkTC2lsIhg6TNfivgumA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=14mEPNuec8YSeC4eW1fpZVM8-HwJBe1Pj9ZklS-wrBwM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1MUGZh9Y-3-kNVNbzkI0wY1-9kpHA-eJE4Ub451spdVY
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1MUGZh9Y-3-kNVNbzkI0wY1-9kpHA-eJE4Ub451spdVY
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/easybib-bibliography-crea/dnhomniofbmbomomggjpkakilbbgfkhc?utm_source=permalink


a.​ Teacher will share the Choosing Copyright-Free Images Screencast that demonstrates how to 
find and use copyright-free images. 

 
9.​ Google Slide Prep 

a.​ Share the Google Slide Presentation Template.   
i.​ On the front, landing page, students will share an image that represents their own 

element of worldview.   
ii.​ Each student will prepare one slide outlining his/her research findings.  It should be 

geared toward an “uneducated audience”.   
iii.​ Each student will be responsible for presenting their own expert knowledge, and 

image choice. (guide: 2-3 minutes) 
 

10.​ Creating Presentations - Students should have the materials ready for this.   
a.​ They may need support choosing copyright-free images 
b.​ Students work to complete their part of the group presentation 
c.​ During presentations, students may wish to record any important or new information on 

their own copy of the AW Summarizing document 
 

11.​ Reflecting on Worldviews - When the class has finished presenting their research, they should 
discuss all findings in their Research groups.   

a.​ Ideas for Discussion: 
i.​ What conclusions can you draw about what was important to the Aztec society? 

ii.​ How does the Aztecs’ manipulation of their geographic world reflect their world 
view? 

iii.​ What effect did the beliefs they held about the gods and the natural world have on 
their way of life? 

iv.​ What beliefs guided their actions as a society? 
v.​ What do you think the Aztecs considered important?  What values do you think 

they held? 
vi.​ Which element of worldview had the greatest impact on the daily lives of the 

Aztecs? 
b.​ Share any new, important ideas or connections with your class. 
c.​ The teacher should fill in any informational gaps or misconceptions. 

 
12.​ Individual Reflection - Record information, outlining the elements of the Aztec Worldview in the 

AW Summarizing document. 
 

13.​ Sharing Thinking: 
a.​ Using the group’s Aztec Worldview Summary Slide Presentation document (based on the 

template), the AW Summarizing Document, and the AW Presentation Rubric, students will 
need to prepare a script that outlines the Aztec worldview. 

b.​ Individually, students will use Screencastify to create a screencast of the first page of their 
Research Group’s Google Slide Presentation.  During the screencast, they will discuss the 
Aztec Worldview, including connections to evidence that supports their conclusions. 
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_qK8psbMaHs45C9a-BBWiYGLJs9c9ahkwfCgUH7yVJ8
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1W_Pjdtuu4fy0pMurOoXSQk_I_C5zV9K-Thqq_T5S9nc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1W_Pjdtuu4fy0pMurOoXSQk_I_C5zV9K-Thqq_T5S9nc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_qK8psbMaHs45C9a-BBWiYGLJs9c9ahkwfCgUH7yVJ8
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_qK8psbMaHs45C9a-BBWiYGLJs9c9ahkwfCgUH7yVJ8
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1W_Pjdtuu4fy0pMurOoXSQk_I_C5zV9K-Thqq_T5S9nc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1UOa3Ps4dlHat-m08HD3w4Ua79-JN9ofVrt8qL2BRUZY
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/screencastify-screen-vide/mmeijimgabbpbgpdklnllpncmdofkcpn?hl=en
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