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10 Tips to Find the Best MN Criminal Defense Attorney 
 
If you have been charged with a crime, finding a top MN criminal defense attorney can seem 
just as hard as finding a needle in a haystack. Since most people don’t have much experience 
hiring a Minnesota criminal defense lawyer, we decided to give your our top tips for finding the 
best MN criminal defense lawyer. Keep these tips in mind when you are interviewing lawyers 
about representing you, especially if you need help determining what qualifies as DUI vs DWI 
Minnesota. 
 

[‘ 
Criminal Lawyer 

 
Your Lawyer Should Be Responsive 
 
A criminal matter is not something that should languish on a MN Criminal Defense Attorney 
lawyer’s desk for months. If you are facing criminal charges such as DUI vs DWI Minnesota, 
your freedom could be at stake immediately. The police and prosecutor will be trying to suspend 
your license and in some cases, may even seek jail time.You need the best MN criminal 
defense attorney you can find. Your Criminal Defense Attorney should return your calls promptly 
and answer all your questions. If the lawyer seems difficult to reach, this is a red flag that he or 
she is not responsive enough to represent you if you have charges like DUI vs DWI Minnesota. 
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Free Consultation 
 
Every call will be connected to a criminal defense attorney. Call us today at(612) 238-1939 or 
click below to schedule a consultation. 
 
Specializes in Minnesota Criminal Law 
 
Look for a lawyer who spends most of their time working as a local Minnesota MN Criminal 
Defense Attorney. Sometimes it’s tempting to hire someone who has helped you in another kind 
of case. This is how people charged DUI vs DWI Minnesota wind up attorneys who primarily 
practice family law, personal injury law, or probate. Your lawyer must have experience acting as 
a MN criminal defense lawyer. Have they ever taken a criminal case to trial? Have they handled 
cases for clients charged with DUI vs DWI Minnesota? Do they know what kind of defenses 
apply in cases involving DUI vs DWI Minnesota? If they don’t have this depth of knowledge in 
criminal law, you should look elsewhere for a Criminal Defense Attorney. 
 
Familiar With Local Minnesota Courts and Judges 
 
When You Are Facing Dui Vs Dwi in Minnesota, You Need to Find a Local Minnesota Criminal 
Defense Lawyer. “local” Means Someone Who Routinely Represents People Charged With 
Crimes in Your County. Local Police, Prosecutors, and Judges Have Their Own Habits That May 
Impact Your Case. For Example, Some Judges Like to Give People With Dwi Mn Charges Jail 
Time, While Others Prefer to Give People Community Service or Diversion. Having a Mn MN 
Criminal Defense Attorney. Who Knows the Local Criminal Justice System Can Help You Quell 
That Sense of Anxiety That Creeps in When You Have a Dui Vs Dwi Minnesota.  
 
Check Reputable Sources 
 
If you are facing DUI vs DWI charges in Minnesota, do your research. If you do an internet 
search, you can get the names of some of the best MN criminal defense attorneys near you. But 
don’t stop your investigation there. Check with the Minnesota State Bar to find out about the 
Minnesota criminal lawyer’s disciplinary history. Ask your friends and family if they can 
recommend a Criminal Defense Attorney with experience in DUI vs DWI in Minnesota. Reading 
reviews online may be helpful, but beware of giving too much credence to extremely negative or 
extremely positive reviews. A few bad reviews may not matter that much – especially since the 
outcome of the case is not always the lawyer’s fault. However, if you find a slew of reviews 
saying the lawyer doesn’t return calls, missed court dates, or didn’t answer the client’s 
questions, these are all red flags. 
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Ask for Referrals 
 
Consult your personal network of personal and business contacts. Ask your friends and family if 
they’ve had any good experiences with criminal defense lawyers. This is especially helpful if you 
know someone who has been charged DUI vs DWI Minnesota. Lawyers who specialize in other 
areas, like estate planning or personal injury, can refer you to an excellent Minnesota criminal 
defense lawyer. 
 
They Know the Basics Off the Top of Their Head 
 
Your Criminal Defense Attorney should know the basic elements of criminal laws and their 
statutory penalties. An experienced MN criminal lawyer shouldn’t need to research the 
intricacies of DUI vs DWI Minnesota in order to let you know what you’re up against. Your local 
Minnesota criminal attorney should be able to explain how DWI cases are handled, as well as 
the penalties for each offense. 
 
 
Clear Costs or Fee Structure 
 
Minnesota Criminal Attorneys typically charge clients either a flat fee or on an hourly basis. A 
flat fee is one rate charged for the entire representation, such as $750. In a flat fee structure, 
you are billed one flat rate rather than hourly. Flat fees are helpful in cases that are more 
routine. Lawyers also bill by the hour. MN Criminal lawyers often request a retainer when they 
bill hourly. A retainer acts as a deposit and the lawyer will work against the amount you paid up 
front. For example, if a lawyer bills at $200 an hour, a $2,000 retainer would get you up to 10 
hours of attorney time. Although you may think that choosing the cheapest lawyer makes sense, 
it’s unwise to make your decision based on fees alone. The lawyer’s expertise matters greatly, 
especially if you are facing DUI vs DWI Minnesota. 
 
Enthusiastic MN Criminal Defense Attorney 
 
One factor to consider when looking for the best MN criminal defense attorney for your case is 
the lawyer’s enthusiasm. A good criminal lawyer isn’t just knowledgeable and experienced: her 
or she should also enjoy their work. The key to being a great attorney is having an unwavering 
commitment to the Constitutional rights of the criminal defendant. A criminal lawyer has a duty 
to zealously represent their clients in all matters. A lawyer’s passion and commitment should 
shine through, regardless of what kind of crime their client is charged with in Minnesota. 
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Confidence is Key for Top Criminal Defense Lawyers 
 
If you’ve been charged with a DUI vs DWI in Minnesota, you should have high expectations 
about your lawyer’s performance. Your Minnesota Criminal Defense Attorney should not only be 
a good writer, they should be able to confidently tell prosecutors and judges your side of the 
story. When you are facing DUI vs DWI in  
 
Minnesota, you are already nervous enough without having to worry that your attorney is timid. 
You need a MN criminal lawyer who understands criminal law and can argue with the best in the 
business. 
 
Takes Direction From You 
 
Although many people look to their criminal lawyer to tell them what to do in the event of a DUI v 
DWI Minnesota, keep in mind that the lawyer works for you. Your Minnesota criminal defense 
lawyer needs to listen to what your priorities are – are you most worried about costs, or do you 
want to go to trial? Do you want the case to be over as efficiently as possible, or are there things 
you would prefer to challenge? A good client-attorney relationship relies on trust and 
communication. 
 
 
Contact Details 
 
Birrell Law Firm PLLC, Criminal Defense Attorneys 
333 South Seventh Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
(612) 238-1939 
ian@birrell.law 
https://www.birrellcriminaldefense.com 
https://goo.gl/maps/hWENibqE295XeUpHA 
Website:  https://www.reellawyers.com/law-firms/minnesota/minneapolis/birrell-law-firm/ 
Google Site:  https://sites.google.com/view/mn-criminal-defense-attorney/home 
Google Folder: 
 https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/16tBQaFWLP1TFlYq2iDCfZXVQQJlJ09X_?usp=sharing 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugek92ko0p8 
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What Does a Criminal Lawyer Do 
Bank Fraud Attorney 
Federal Target Letter Attorney 
Healthcare Fraud Attorney 
Identity Theft Attorney 
Insider Trading Attorney 
Money Laundering Attorney 
Rico Attorney 
Securities Fraud Attorney 
Tax Fraud Attorney 
Tax Evasion Attorney 
Wire Fraud Attorney 
Mail Fraud Attorney 
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