
 

 

☕ Mug Design Challenge ☕ 
 

 
 

 



History of Drinking Vessels 
 

 
 

●​ 10,000 BCE  
○​ First documented drinking vessels carved from bone and wood 

●​ 5,000 - 4,000 BCE 
○​ Invention of the pottery wheel 
○​ First clay drinking vessels with handles 

●​ 2,000 BCE 
○​ Mugs made from lead, bronze, silver & gold 

●​ 600 BCE 
○​ Porcelain invented in China 

●​ 1368-1644 CE 
○​ Ming Dynasty 

■​ Production of ornate porcelain teacups and teapots  
●​ 1700s CE 

○​ Advances in manufacturing allows for porcelain teacups with integrated handles  
●​ 1860s CE 

○​ British potter Harvey Adams invents the Moustache Cup 
■​ Prevented hot beverages from melting the user’s moustache wax 

●​ 1913 CE 
○​ William Stanley Jr. invents the Stanley Thermos 

■​ Vacuum insulated 
■​ Coffee cup integrated into lid 

●​ 1940s CE 
○​ Victor Insulators, a high-voltage porcelain insulator company, responds to a 

request from the US Navy for high-quality porcelain mugs for their ships 
○​ After WWII, Victor continues manufacturing the mugs, which become ubiquitous 

in diners across the country 
●​ 1964 CE 

○​ 7-Eleven starts selling coffee to go 
●​ 1984 CE 

○​ Jack Clements designs the Solo Traveler coffee cup lid 
●​ 1992 CE 

○​ Matteo Thuss Designs the illy espresso cup 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moustache_cup
https://exploringupstate.com/how-victor-changed-the-coffee-mug/
https://www.moma.org/collection/works/90093
https://www.illy.com/en-us/shop/illy-art-collection-coffee-cups/coffee-travel-mug-cups/illy-espresso-cups/A007.html?cgid=57554


○​ illy creates the illy Art Collection featuring renowned artists, continuing to this day 
●​ 1994 CE 

○​ Liebeck v. McDonald's Restaurants 
■​ Stella Liebeck is burned when attempting to open the lid of a hot cup of 

coffee served at a McDonalds drive-through 
■​ Eventually awarded $640,000 in damages for not being warned that the 

contents of the container were hot 
●​ 2004 

○​ The Solo Traveler lid appears in MoMA’s Humble Masterpieces exhibit 
●​ 2014 CE 

○​ A single Ming Dynasty tea cup sold for $36M 
■​ Art collector promptly drinks world’s most expensive cup of tea  

●​ 2016 CE 
○​ Ember releases a “smart” temperature-controlled mug 

●​ 2018 CE 
○​ Louise Harpman and Scott Specht publish Coffee Lids: Peel, Pinch, Pucker, 

Puncture: (A design and field guide from the world's largest collection of 
disposable coffee lids) 

 
The Humble Mug: A Special Piece of History 
History of the Coffee Mug 
History of Coffee Mugs 
The Mug 
The Oldest Coffee Mugs in the World 
 

 

https://www.illy.com/en-us/shop/illy-art-collection-coffee-cups/espresso-cappuccino-cups-mugs/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liebeck_v._McDonald%27s_Restaurants
https://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/124
https://www.wsj.com/articles/BL-CJB-23219
https://ember.com/products/ember-mug-2
https://www.amazon.com/Coffee-Lids-Pinch-Pucker-Puncture/dp/1616896566
https://www.amazon.com/Coffee-Lids-Pinch-Pucker-Puncture/dp/1616896566
https://www.amazon.com/Coffee-Lids-Pinch-Pucker-Puncture/dp/1616896566
https://promotionalmugs.co.uk/blog/post.php?s=2018-01-03-the-humble-mug-a-special-piece-of-history#:~:text=The%20need%20for%20mugs%20was,but%20their%20purpose%20is%20clear
https://www.wholelattelove.com/blogs/articles/history-of-the-coffee-mug#:~:text=The%20oldest%20mugs%20discovered%20by,pottery%20and%20handles%20came%20about.
https://www.qualitylogoproducts.com/promo-university/history-of-coffee-mugs.htm
https://medium.com/@freymi/the-mug-3e5d43fa3e8f
http://www.mugs.coffee/coffee-mug-knowledge/oldest-coffee-mugs/


Iconic & Unique Mugs 
 

               
 

 
illy Espresso Cups 
Victor Insulators “Naval Mug” / “Diner Mug” 
BODUM® - Espresso Cup BISTRO - 2 Pieces Set 0.45 L 
Stanley 1.5 qt Thermos 
Yeti Rambler 30 oz Tumbler 
World's Best Boss Dunder Mifflin Ceramic Mug, White 11 oz 
Ember Mug² - Heated Coffee Mug 
Color Changing Coffee Mug 
Porter Ceramic Mug with Protective Silicone Sleeve 
Stojo Collapsible Silicone Coffee Mug 
Ceramic Coffee Mug with Cork Bottom and Lid 
Sweese Stackable Mugs 
Cuppow Canning Jar Drinking Lid  

https://www.illy.com/en-us/shop/illy-art-collection-coffee-cups/coffee-travel-mug-cups/illy-espresso-cups/A007.html?cgid=57554
https://exploringupstate.com/how-victor-changed-the-coffee-mug/
https://www.bodum.com/us/en/10602-10us-bistro
https://www.stanley1913.com/products/classic-legendary-bottle-1-5-qt?variant=34150907969595&currency=USD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic&gclid=Cj0KCQiA3smABhCjARIsAKtrg6KCgpces5nj-hnsU62ww0mbWjSZf56UGuMUHAyTq9YHgLrqeR9QV-caApCNEALw_wcB
https://www.yeti.com/en_US/drinkware/rambler-30-oz-tumbler/21070070021.html?country=US&currency=USD&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_content=__iv_p_1_g_110143310290_c_485708515607_w_pla-530942887573_n_u_d_c_v__l__t__r__x__y_7597392_f_online_o_21070070021_z_US_i_en_j_530942887573_s__e__h_9002064_ii__vi__&gclid=Cj0KCQiA3smABhCjARIsAKtrg6Icbj_mxSH-c4ob0OrLGj9mWOLEjaLOoKblE_rx7h5KgWad1D-dEE0aAj8OEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.amazon.com/Office-Worlds-Dunder-Mifflin-Ceramic/dp/B06XGJZF7J
https://ember.com/products/ember-mug-2
https://www.amazon.com/Heat-Changing-Sensitive-Funny-Mug/dp/B01KYGNV82/ref=sr_1_16?dchild=1&keywords=Color+Changing+Coffee+Mugs&qid=1611846204&sr=8-16
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07MY3X1YT/ref=twister_B08CFSS3LS?_encoding=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Stojo-Collapsible-Silicone-Travel-Reusable/dp/B0150TEWY0/ref=zg_bs_367142011_9?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=B1FGQBT9AE8MMDG9CKDQ
https://www.amazon.com/DOWAN-Coffee-Ceramic-Insulated-Splash/dp/B07PJQ9QLQ/ref=zg_bs_367142011_7?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=B1FGQBT9AE8MMDG9CKDQ
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07Y327BBT/ref=redir_mobile_desktop?_encoding=UTF8&aaxitk=01lWg7tfC-cJ7Yc3n1gbYQ&hsa_cr_id=2981418570801&pd_rd_plhdr=t&pd_rd_r=f8ad1bcd-1ffa-4949-a771-0e18da7023c8&pd_rd_w=ZXvUn&pd_rd_wg=pOlat&ref_=sbx_be_s_sparkle_mcd_asin_0_title
https://cuppow.com/collections/cuppow/products/cuppow


Travel Coffee Cups & Coffee Cup Lids 
 

 
 

Since 7-Eleven started selling fresh hot coffee to go in 1964, Americans have been 
drinking coffee during their commute, but the experience wasn’t always ideal. It was 11 years 
before the first lid that could be peeled back and attached to itself, and it wasn’t until 1984 that 
the iconic Solo Traveler lid was invented. Today, somewhere around four billion cups of coffee 
are served per year between Starbucks, Dunkin Donuts, and McDonalds alone. 
 

Coffee cup lids are a great example of products that are so ubiquitous that they’ve 
become invisible to consumers until they’re designed poorly. There are dozens of patents on 
coffee cup lids, all claiming to improve on design flaws of their predecessors, but the average 
person probably can’t tell them apart. But bad designs are everywhere, and one poorly 
designed lid can ruin a shirt or a laptop, and change a consumer’s future behavior. With the 
insane scale of modern manufacturing, billions of Starbucks’ new “straw-free” lids will be made 
every year. Poor execution of this design process could have had a massive negative impact on 
the company’s brand, their profits, and the environment.  

 
Coffee cup lids are just one example of the subtly, and sometimes poorly, designed world 

around us. If we can think like a designer rather than a consumer, then we can observe and 
shape this world, improving the lives of those who live in it without some of them even noticing.  
 
The evolution of the coffee cup lid | Small Thing Big Idea, a TED series 
The World’s Largest Collection of Coffee Cup Lids 
New York Times Magazine 'Who Made That Coffee Lid?' 
From the 1960s to Today: The Hidden History of Coffee Cup Lids 
9 Facts About Coffee Lids You Didn’t Know You Needed 
The Evolution of Lids 
A Brief History of the Disposable Coffee Cup 
The Hidden History of the Coffee Cup Lid 
Decoding the Design History of Your Coffee Cup Lid 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSY-GFkyTV0
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/the-worlds-largest-collection-of-coffee-cup-lids-125335140/
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/27/magazine/who-made-that-coffee-lid.html
https://www.lifesavvy.com/15746/from-the-1960s-to-today-the-hidden-history-of-coffee-cup-lids/
https://www.mentalfloss.com/photos/533618/9-facts-about-coffee-lids-you-didnt-know-you-needed
http://www.ediblegeography.com/the-evolution-of-lids/
https://www.bonappetit.com/entertaining-style/trends-news/article/disposable-coffee-cup-history
https://everwideningcircles.com/2020/02/12/history-coffee-cup-lid-aj-jacobs-ted/
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/coffee-lids-design-history
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