
ADVANCED HISTORICAL FICTION INQUIRY 

NOTHING ELSE BUT MIRACLES 

Student Mission & Response Journal 

CENTRAL IDEA 

When does help become a miracle—and how do courage, community, place, and hope work together 
during uncertainty? 

Resource Information 
Novel: Nothing Else But Miracles by Kate Albus 

Setting: Manhattan's Lower East Side during World War II 

Designed for: Advanced readers in grades 4–7, with adaptable supports 

TEXT USE 

Use a teacher-approved copy of the complete 22-chapter novel. This resource supplies original 
prompts and no reproduced passages. 
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Welcome, Neighborhood Investigator 
This journal asks you to study how Dory, Fish, Pike, and the people around them respond to wartime uncertainty. 
You will investigate the difference between luck and help, freedom and responsibility, a hiding place and a home, 
and hope and denial. 

Central mission 

Build and defend an answer to this question: Are the novel's miracles extraordinary events—or 
ordinary people, places, choices, and relationships seen clearly? 

You Will 
●​ Read all 22 chapters of the teacher-approved novel. 
●​ Track changing ideas about home, family, risk, community, grief, and hope. 
●​ Use chapter-based evidence rather than page numbers when editions differ. 
●​ Compare the fictional setting with verified historical sources. 
●​ Revise ideas when new evidence changes what you notice. 
●​ Create a final product for an authentic audience. 

Reading Care 
The novel includes parental absence, a mother's earlier death, wartime danger, fear of family separation, housing 
insecurity, bullying or intimidation by an adult, grief, and uncertainty about a parent's return. You may preview 
sensitive sections or use an approved alternate response format. 
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Journal Contents 
Section Purpose 

Quick Start Mission, expectations, and reading route 

Conceptual Questions Big ideas to revisit 

Character & Place Guide Relationships and historically important settings 

Six Mission Pages Preparation and discussion 

Response Tools Evidence, systems, perspective, and change 

Advanced Inquiry Original investigation 

Culminating Mission Whole-novel synthesis 

Rubric & Reflection Growth and self-advocacy 
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Conceptual Questions 

Overarching question 

When people face uncertainty, what makes hope responsible rather than wishful? 

Family & Responsibility 
●​ How should responsibility be shared when young people must do adult work? 
●​ When does protection become control? 

Community & Interdependence 
●​ What can a neighborhood provide that one family cannot? 
●​ Is accepting help a strength, risk, debt, or all three? 

Place & Belonging 
●​ What changes a building into a home? 
●​ How do public places hold memory and possibility? 

Risk & Resourcefulness 
●​ How do courage, curiosity, secrecy, and recklessness overlap? 
●​ Who experiences the consequences of a risky choice? 

Hope, Grief & Miracles 
●​ Can hope help and hurt at the same time? 
●​ What does the title teach readers to recognize as miraculous? 

History & Story 
●​ Which details make the 1944 setting believable? 
●​ Where might fiction simplify or reshape history? 

My Starting Question 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Advanced Historical Fiction Inquiry  •  4 



NOTHING ELSE BUT MIRACLES  |  STUDENT MISSION & RESPONSE JOURNAL 

Reading Route 
Mission Chapters Focus Concept 

1 Chapters 1–4 Promises, Place & Responsibility What does a family need when 
the person who promised 
safety is far away 

2 Chapters 5–8 Secrets, Risk & Discovery When is curiosity courageous, 
and when does it endanger 
others 

3 Chapters 9–12 Threat, Authority & Family Unity What makes a home secure 
when adults and rules can 
separate a family 

4 Chapters 13–16 Hidden Space, Resourcefulness & Community Can a place become home 
through imagination and 
shared work 

5 Chapters 17–19 Loss, Joy & Making Moments Count How can joy and grief exist at 
the same time 

6 Chapters 20–22 Burden, Hope & the Meaning of Miracles Are miracles discovered, 
created, received, or 
recognized 

Edition Check 
Publisher: ________________________________________  Year: _______________________ 

Format:  ☐ Hardcover   ☐ Paperback   ☐ eBook   ☐ Audiobook + text 

Does this edition contain 22 chapters and an author's note?  ☐ Yes   ☐ No 

Citation rule 

Cite chapter numbers. Add page numbers only if the whole class uses the same edition. 
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Character & Relationship Guide 
Character Role to Track Question to Ask 

Dory Byrne Twelve-year-old observer, risk-taker, planner, and 
narrator-centered protagonist 

When does her confidence help the family, 
and when does it shift risk to others? 

Fish Byrne Seventeen-year-old brother carrying adult responsibility What does responsibility cost him, and who 
notices that cost? 

Pike Byrne Youngest sibling; perceptive, literal, imaginative, and 
vulnerable 

When does he see what older characters 
overlook? 

Pop Father serving in the Navy during World War II How do his promises shape choices while he 
is absent? 

Mr. Caputo Restaurant owner connected to food, neighborhood 
care, and the hidden building 

How does care operate through routine rather 
than speeches? 

Mr. Reedy New landlord whose authority threatens the siblings' 
stability 

What gives him power, and what limits it? 

Vincent Morello Peer whose family is also affected by war How does shared uncertainty change 
friendship and empathy? 

Rosemary Friend connected to school and ordinary childhood 
experiences 

What does normal life offer Dory? 

Mr. Kowalczyk Neighbor whose history complicates first impressions What evidence changes Dory's judgment? 
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Place as Evidence 
Place What It Can Represent What to Track 

Lower East Side Interdependence, density, immigrant 
community, risk, routine 

Who notices, shares, feeds, shelters, or 
protects? 

Castle Clinton / Battery History under construction; public memory; 
view toward Liberty 

Why does Dory choose this place for private 
thinking? 

Fulton Fish Market Labor, food networks, early hours, 
neighborhood economy 

How does work create community resources? 

Caputo's / hidden hotel Care, secrecy, danger, imagination, reinvention When does hiding become dwelling? 

Empire State Building Scale, perspective, aspiration, wartime city life What changes when characters see the city 
from above? 

Coney Island Joy, escape, memory, and grief held together Why does recreation matter during war? 
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Discussion Toolkit 

Strong Interpretation 

Move Question 

CLAIM What do you conclude? 

EVIDENCE Which action, pattern, contrast, setting detail, or narrator choice supports it? 

REASONING How and why does the evidence matter? 

COMPLEXITY What consequence, contradiction, missing view, or competing interpretation matters? 

Discussion Norms 
●​ Use evidence and explain reasoning. 
●​ Challenge ideas, not classmates. 
●​ Do not assume that a character's age makes the character simple. 
●​ Distinguish historical fact, fictional invention, and interpretation. 
●​ Make room for thinking time and multiple response formats. 
●​ Revise a claim when new evidence matters. 

Useful Language 
●​ At first I thought…, but Chapter ___ suggests… 
●​ This choice protects ___ while increasing risk for… 
●​ The setting matters because… 
●​ A historical source confirms / complicates this detail by… 
●​ Another careful reader might argue… 
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Mission 1: Promises, Place & Responsibility 
CHAPTERS 1–4 

Essential question 

What does a family need when the person who promised safety is far away? 

Before Discussion 
Choose one decision, relationship, or setting detail that changed what you understood. 

Evidence Hunt 
A choice with an intended result: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

An unexpected consequence: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A detail that shows what the neighborhood provides: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A question the chapter group leaves unresolved: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

My Current Claim 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Competing Interpretation 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Mission 2: Secrets, Risk & Discovery 
CHAPTERS 5–8 

Essential question 

When is curiosity courageous, and when does it endanger others? 

Before Discussion 
Choose one decision, relationship, or setting detail that changed what you understood. 

Evidence Hunt 
A choice with an intended result: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

An unexpected consequence: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A detail that shows what the neighborhood provides: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A question the chapter group leaves unresolved: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

My Current Claim 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Competing Interpretation 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Mission 3: Threat, Authority & Family Unity 
CHAPTERS 9–12 

Essential question 

What makes a home secure when adults and rules can separate a family? 

Before Discussion 
Choose one decision, relationship, or setting detail that changed what you understood. 

Evidence Hunt 
A choice with an intended result: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

An unexpected consequence: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A detail that shows what the neighborhood provides: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A question the chapter group leaves unresolved: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

My Current Claim 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Competing Interpretation 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Advanced Historical Fiction Inquiry  •  11 



NOTHING ELSE BUT MIRACLES  |  STUDENT MISSION & RESPONSE JOURNAL 

Mission 4: Hidden Space, Resourcefulness & Community 
CHAPTERS 13–16 

Essential question 

Can a place become home through imagination and shared work? 

Before Discussion 
Choose one decision, relationship, or setting detail that changed what you understood. 

Evidence Hunt 
A choice with an intended result: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

An unexpected consequence: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A detail that shows what the neighborhood provides: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A question the chapter group leaves unresolved: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

My Current Claim 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Competing Interpretation 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Mission 5: Loss, Joy & Making Moments Count 
CHAPTERS 17–19 

Essential question 

How can joy and grief exist at the same time? 

Before Discussion 
Choose one decision, relationship, or setting detail that changed what you understood. 

Evidence Hunt 
A choice with an intended result: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

An unexpected consequence: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A detail that shows what the neighborhood provides: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A question the chapter group leaves unresolved: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

My Current Claim 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Competing Interpretation 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Mission 6: Burden, Hope & the Meaning of Miracles 
CHAPTERS 20–22 

Essential question 

Are miracles discovered, created, received, or recognized? 

Before Discussion 
Choose one decision, relationship, or setting detail that changed what you understood. 

Evidence Hunt 
A choice with an intended result: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

An unexpected consequence: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A detail that shows what the neighborhood provides: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A question the chapter group leaves unresolved: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

My Current Claim 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Competing Interpretation 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Response Tool: Decision–Risk–Responsibility 
Decision Goal Who Carries Risk? Expected Result Actual Result 

     

     

     

     

     

Pattern I Notice 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Revised Judgment 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Advanced Historical Fiction Inquiry  •  15 



NOTHING ELSE BUT MIRACLES  |  STUDENT MISSION & RESPONSE JOURNAL 

Response Tool: Neighborhood Systems Map 
Choose one need—food, shelter, information, safety, work, belonging, or hope. 

Person / Place Resource Given Resource Received Limit or Risk 

    

    

    

    

    

    

System Claim 
The neighborhood succeeds / struggles because… 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Response Tool: Place, Memory & Meaning 

Place 
Name the location and the chapter(s). 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Physical Detail 
What can a reader see, hear, smell, touch, or move through? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Action 
What happens here? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Memory 
What past is connected to this place? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Meaning 
What idea does the place help the novel develop? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Historical Check 
What verified source confirms or complicates the setting? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Advanced Historical Fiction Inquiry  •  17 



NOTHING ELSE BUT MIRACLES  |  STUDENT MISSION & RESPONSE JOURNAL 

Response Tool: Hope–Evidence Continuum 
Moment of Hope Evidence Supporting It Evidence Complicating It Responsible Hope or 

Wishful Hope? 

    

    

    

    

    

My Rule for Responsible Hope 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Application to the Title 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Response Tool: Narrator & Reader Knowledge 
Chapter / Moment What Dory Knows What the Reader Knows Effect on Suspense or Meaning 

    

    

    

    

    

Narrative Craft Claim 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Craft lens 

Notice direct address, parenthetical asides, information withheld from Dory, and details readers may 
recognize before characters do. 
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Advanced Inquiry Menu 
Inquiry Challenge 

Miracle Taxonomy Classify events as chance, choice, community action, discovery, hope, or 
extraordinary coincidence. 

Place Biography Trace one location's factual history and its transformation in the novel. 

Responsibility Audit Compare the burdens carried by Dory, Fish, Pike, Pop, neighbors, and institutions. 

Risk Lab Evaluate when Dory's rule-breaking is justified, effective, reckless, or necessary. 

Neighborhood Network Model how food, information, shelter, labor, and trust move through the community. 

Narrator Study Analyze how the narrator shares information with readers that Dory may not 
possess. 

Historical Accuracy Case Verify five setting details and explain where fiction reshapes the record. 

Joy During Crisis Investigate why ordinary pleasure matters without erasing grief or danger. 

Student-Designed Inquiry Propose a significant question, evidence plan, product, and audience. 

 

Advanced standard 

Use evidence from early, middle, and late chapters; at least two verified historical sources; a competing 
interpretation; and a product designed for a real audience. 
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Advanced Inquiry Proposal 

Inquiry Question 
What do you want to determine? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why It Matters 
Why is this question worth investigating? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Novel Evidence Plan 
Which early, middle, and late chapters may matter? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Historical Evidence Plan 
Which sources or places need verification? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Competing Interpretation 
What might another careful reader argue? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Product & Audience 
How and to whom will you communicate? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Teacher decision:  ☐ Approved   ☐ Approved with revisions   ☐ Revise and resubmit 

Advanced Historical Fiction Inquiry  •  21 



NOTHING ELSE BUT MIRACLES  |  STUDENT MISSION & RESPONSE JOURNAL 

Culminating Mission: The Miracle Museum 
Design one part of a public exhibit titled Nothing Else But Miracles: How Families and Neighborhoods Create 
Hope During Uncertainty. 

Driving question 

How does the novel redefine a miracle through character choices, community systems, historic places, 
and the reader's growing knowledge? 

Product Choices 
☐ Exhibit panel   ☐ Podcast   ☐ Illustrated essay   ☐ Map/story walk   ☐ Video essay 

☐ Historical-site interpretation   ☐ Seminar leadership   ☐ Student-designed product 

Requirements 
●​ Evidence from Chapters 1–8 
●​ Evidence from Chapters 9–16 
●​ Evidence from Chapters 17–22 
●​ At least two verified historical sources 
●​ Reasoning that explains why each example matters 
●​ A fair competing interpretation 
●​ A distinction between historical fact and fictional invention 
●​ Reflection on how your idea changed 

Complete novel 

This mission requires all 22 chapters and the author's note. 
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Culminating Mission Planner 

Inquiry question 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Central claim 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Early evidence: Chapters 1–8 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Middle evidence: Chapters 9–16 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Late evidence: Chapters 17–22 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Historical source 1 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Historical source 2 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Competing interpretation 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Product and audience 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Student Rubric 
Criterion 4 — Advanced 3 — Ready 2 — Developing 1 — Beginning 

Claim Nuanced, significant, and 
defensible 

Clear and defensible Broad or uneven Summary or 
unsupported opinion 

Novel Evidence Precise evidence across all 
three bands 

Relevant evidence across 
bands 

Uneven or general 
evidence 

Little or inaccurate 
evidence 

Historical 
Evidence 

Verified sources deepen or 
complicate 

Accurate sources 
connected 

Background with weak 
connection 

Unverified or absent 

Reasoning Explains mechanism, 
consequence, and limits 

Explains evidence–claim 
links 

Some explanation; much 
summary 

Evidence listed without 
reasoning 

Complexity Engages a serious alternative 
and revises 

Addresses another 
interpretation 

Mentions another view Dismisses alternatives 

Communication Product strengthens audience 
understanding 

Clear and appropriate Sometimes obscures 
ideas 

Incomplete or confusing 

Reflection Specific growth and 
meaningful next question 

Explains development General process 
description 

Only effort or 
completion 
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Final Reflection & Access Plan 

Initial idea 
What did you first think a miracle was? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Final interpretation 
What do you conclude now? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Most influential evidence 
What changed your thinking? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Remaining uncertainty 
What does your claim not fully explain? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Next inquiry 
What would you investigate next? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ways I Can Show Advanced Thinking 
☐ Questions in advance 

☐ Audio plus text 

☐ Writing before speaking 

☐ Oral or speech-to-text response 

☐ Visual organizer 

☐ Shorter checkpoints 

☐ Compact repeated work after mastery 

☐ Independent historical inquiry 

Final reminder 

Support and advanced intellectual challenge can—and should—exist together. 
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