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Final Results - February 4, 2026 
 
Dear Coaches, 
 
The appeals period for the 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational has concluded. We have 
addressed all scoring inaccuracies to the best of our ability and updated Duosmium with 
the final results for the tournament. 
 
This email will serve as a final communication for information regarding the 2026 UCR 
Highlander Invitational. All information can be found on our website at https://ucrscioly.org/. 
 
A. FINAL RESULTS 
 
We have uploaded the final results for the 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational to Duosmium. The 
histograms (score distributions) for each event have also been updated accordingly. 
 
Division B: 
https://www.duosmium.org/results/2026-01-24_ucr_highlander_invitational_b/ 
 
Division C: 
https://www.duosmium.org/results/2026-01-24_ucr_highlander_invitational_c/ 
 
And a big CONGRATULATIONS to our winning teams! 
 
Division B: 
1st Place: Sierra Vista MS 
2nd Place: Kennedy MS 
3rd Place: Oak Valley MS 
4th Place: Dana MS 
5th Place: Gretchen Whitney HS 
6th Place: Kraemer MS 
 
Division C: 
1st Place: Gretchen Whitney HS 
2nd Place: Arnold O. Beckman HS 
3rd Place: Portola HS 
4th Place: Diamond Bar HS 
5th Place: Canyon HS 
6th Place: California Academy of Mathematics and Science 
 
B. MISSING MEDALS 

https://ucrscioly.org/
https://www.duosmium.org/results/2026-01-24_ucr_highlander_invitational_b/
https://www.duosmium.org/results/2026-01-24_ucr_highlander_invitational_c/


 
The following events have had scores edited for one or more teams due to scoring inaccuracies 
that were present in the preliminary results. 
 
Division B: 
Boomilever 
Crime Busters 
Remote Sensing 
Water Quality 
 
Division C: 
Boomilever 
Codebusters 
Engineering CAD 
Hovercraft 
Materials Science 
Water Quality 
 
If modified scores have caused placements to be different for a particular event (compared to 
the preliminary results), we will ship the respective medals to the new winning teams next 
week via USPS Priority Mail. 
 
In any case, we will NOT be asking any team to send back medals. If you have extra 
medals, please keep them for your team. Thank you for your understanding! 
 
C. TEST RELEASE 
 
As scores have now been finalized, we have released all tests and answer keys from the 2026 
UCR Highlander Invitational. 
 
The link to the test release can be found here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational B/C (Public Release) 
 
This link will also be posted on the Scioly Test Exchange shortly. 
 
D. AWARDS CEREMONY RECORDING 
 
You can rewatch the Awards Ceremony at the following link: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Awards Ceremony 
 
E. ADDRESSING A SCORING ISSUE WITH WATER QUALITY C 
 
I (Michael) would like to personally address a major scoring issue that occured with Water 
Quality C. I missed to run a quality check on this exam, which ended up being 40 pages 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Si1tRRWFxhpZmO3IEyA07xAS7aMY7oyX?usp=drive_link
https://scioly.org/wiki/Scioly.org:Test_Exchange
https://youtube.com/live/edDrQTAYTXc?feature=share


long. Unfortunately, due to us being understaffed this year, we did not have the time to grade 40 
tests which were each 40 pages long in time for the Awards Ceremony. A decision was made 
to only grade the first 25 questions of the exam for all teams, and this was applied across 
the board (for all Water Quality C exams). 
 
A few teams' papers were graded to completion before this decision was made, which led to a 
major scoring issue in the preliminary results. We have received scanned PDF copies for all 
affected tests, and the final results reflect the grade for only the first 25 questions for all 
teams that competed in this event. 
 
This was a last minute effort to ensure that we would be able to still run the Awards Ceremony 
on time and conclude the tournament. It was a very suboptimal solution, and the results are not 
100% indicative of students' performance. I would absolutely discourage any modifications 
to Team A/Team B or Varsity/JR Varsity rosters based on the Water Quality C results at 
our tournament. 
 
I sincerely apologize for this oversight on behalf of the team. We will make sure that all tests are 
thoroughly checked by a team member for future tournaments. We will also implement other 
quality control changes that make sure that all events are run better in the future. 
 
F. CLOSING THOUGHTS 
 
As this tournament comes to an end, I would like to say THANK YOU to all of our 
participating teams for making history with us. Our initiative today is the product of hundreds 
of volunteers, students, parents, teachers, and coaches over the past four years. 
 
We greatly appreciate your continued support of the program, and hope to provide an 
even better experience in 2027 and beyond! Together, our community can truly make a 
Change in Scientific Importance for Youth. Once again, thank you! 
 
Sincerely, 
Michael Tin 
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Post Tournament Coaches’ Communication - 
January 26, 2026 
 
Dear Coaches, 
 
The 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational has concluded. On January 24, 2026, we welcomed 
2,000 students, parents, and coaches to the largest STEM competition in the Inland Empire at 
the University of California, Riverside. Thank YOU for making history with us! We greatly 
appreciate your continued support of our program over the past few years. 
 
We would like to send this email to provide a final communication on the 2026 UCR Highlander 
Invitational. All information can be found on our website at https://ucrscioly.org/. 
 
A. PRELIMINARY RESULTS 
 
We have uploaded the preliminary results for the 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational to 
Duosmium, along with the histograms (score distributions) for each event. 
 
Division B: 
https://www.duosmium.org/results/2026-01-24_ucr_highlander_invitational_b/ 
 
Division C: 
https://www.duosmium.org/results/2026-01-24_ucr_highlander_invitational_c/ 
 
And a big CONGRATULATIONS to our winning teams! 
 
Division B: 
1st Place: Sierra Vista MS 
2nd Place: Kennedy MS 
3rd Place: Oak Valley MS 
4th Place: Dana MS 
5th Place: Whitney MS 
6th Place: Kraemer MS 
 
Division C: 
1st Place: Gretchen Whitney HS 
2nd Place: Arnold O. Beckman HS 
3rd Place: Diamond Bar HS 
4th Place: Canyon HS 
5th Place: Portola HS 
6th Place: California Academy of Mathematics and Science 

https://ucrscioly.org/
https://www.duosmium.org/results/2026-01-24_ucr_highlander_invitational_b/
https://www.duosmium.org/results/2026-01-24_ucr_highlander_invitational_c/


 
B. APPEAL PROCESS 
 
If you believe that there is an error with scoring for a particular exam, please fill out our Score 
Appeals form: 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Score Appeals 
 
This form will close on Thursday, January 29 at 11:59 PM PST. If you have sent us an email 
regarding an appeal, we will get to it this week. However, we would greatly appreciate it if you 
could fill out the form, as that would keep things organized and save us time with the appeal 
process. 
 
If we make modifications to a score that puts your team into the Top 6 for a particular event we 
will ship out the respective medal(s) to your school. In any case, we will NOT be asking any 
team to send back medals. If you have extra medals, please keep them for your team. Thank 
you for your understanding! 
 
We will finalize all appeals and upload final results to Duosmium on Friday, January 30. 
 
C. AWARDS CEREMONY RECORDING 
 
You can rewatch the Awards Ceremony at the following link: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Awards Ceremony 
 
D. TEST RELEASE 
 
We will release all tests and answer keys from the 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational to the 
Scioly Test Exchange once final results are published on Duosmium. 
 
For any questions or concerns, please contact ucrscioly@gmail.com. 
 
Thank YOU so much for attending the 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational! We sincerely 
appreciate your continued support and participation in our program. We hope to provide a 
better experience in 2027 and beyond! 
 

https://forms.gle/WrEbAma5dtVikBRs7
https://youtube.com/live/edDrQTAYTXc?feature=share


Communication #3 



Communication #3 - January 21, 2026 
 
Hello there, 
 
If you are receiving this email, you have signed up team(s) for the 2026 UCR Highlander 
Invitational taking place on January 24, 2026. We greatly appreciate your participation in our 
program! 
 
We would like to send out this email to ensure that all coaches have the most updated 
information regarding the tournament. Teams can find all up to date tournament details on our 
official website at https://ucrscioly.org/. 
 
IMPORTANT UPDATE REGARDING HOVERCRAFT EVENT 
 
We are requesting to borrow a ramp for the Hovercraft (B) and Hovercraft (C) events from a 
team for the day of the tournament. If your team is able to provide a ramp, please reach out to 
our Tournament Advisor Michael directly: (626) 321-0055. We greatly appreciate your support - 
this will help us ensure that the event runs smoothly. 
 
A. REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT STATUS 
 
Information about the payment process and how to pay can be found here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Registration Guide [UPDATED 10/5/25] 
 
You can view the payment status for your team(s) here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Team Payment Status 
 
If you require assistance regarding this, please reach out to us at ucrscioly@gmail.com and our 
team will be able to assist you. 
 
B. RELEASE FORMS AND COI INFORMATION 
 
The University of California, Riverside and UCR Highlander Invitational requires that all 
participating students fill out 1) Code of Ethics Form, 2) Elective/Voluntary Activity Waiver, and 
3) Photo/Video Release prior to the day of the tournament. Students will not be allowed to 
compete on the day of the tournament without submission of these forms. 
 
Information about the release forms and how to submit them can be found here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Registration Guide [UPDATED 10/5/25] 
 
Additionally, we will NOT be requiring teams to submit a COI for this event. 

https://ucrscioly.org/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MlQ3f6qgPtCUxRO0XO4HCUpFRMwdZLNT2EtH3VlsLxY/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xXJzIFm9NzSNoAA9PMYywAmZNlT5V975APd70uNrpEA/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MlQ3f6qgPtCUxRO0XO4HCUpFRMwdZLNT2EtH3VlsLxY/edit?usp=drive_link


 
C. TEAM NUMBERS AND TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE 
 
We have finalized the Team Numbers and Tournament Schedule (updated with individual room 
locations for all events) for all Division B and Division C teams. 
 
The Team Numbers can be found here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Team Numbers 
 
The Tournament Schedule can be found here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Tournament Schedule 
 
We aim to run all events according to Regional-level rules, barring any logistical restrictions. 
We will not be running any trial events. If you do not have a Team Number for your team(s), 
please let us know immediately. 
 
D. EVENT CLARIFICATIONS 
 
The following events have clarifications or additional information provided by the Event 
Supervisor. These are very important, so please make sure to read these in their entirety! 

●​ Potions and Poisons (B): This event will be run as a dry lab (test only). It will not 
require any lab equipment (including goggles and lab coats/aprons). 

●​ Mission Possible (B): The Mission Possible event runtime will be 60 seconds, 
following the Regional-level Science Olympiad rules. 

●​ Engineering CAD (C): All teams must fill out the following form prior to the competition: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Engineering CAD Email Collection Form. 
Additionally, all teams must bring charged laptops (one per student) as well as a 
computer mouse (wired is recommended). If your school has already filled out this 
form, please double check that the team numbers and emails submitted are accurate. 
Filling out this form accurately will be a huge help to making the Engineering CAD 
event run smoothly. 

●​ Materials Science (C): We will not be running Part 1: Lab Activity. The event score will 
be composed entirely of Part 2: Written Test. 

All Event Clarifications can be found here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Event Clarifications 
 
E. SELF-SCHEDULED EVENTS INFORMATION 
 
We will be using the ESUS Platform for Self-Scheduled Events (Engineering Events). You 
should have received an email which contains the login information, as well as details on how to 
navigate the ESUS Platform. If you did not receive login information, please check your spam 
folder. If you do not have the email, PLEASE EMAIL US IMMEDIATELY. 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1o2-9HyvNgICEeQgLp-NtSHpxayCuKpUZ10XIGF0i81g/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L9I0E27lJMtV_uHYfQrQj-SCqsQFYBtq/view?usp=drive_link
https://forms.gle/8xZFxzXJGHi1NooD9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g0CcTggTONviMhG0f_Eeu4NlObaZ-XJJGnoXZQ04h9s/edit?usp=drive_link


The Self-Scheduled Events signup will be open during the following window: 
Thursday, January 15, 2026 at 12:00 PM to Thursday, January 22, 2026 at 12:00 PM 
 
Teams must sign up for Self-Scheduled Events within this time frame. We are unable to 
make any exceptions after the signup window closes due to scheduling constraints. 
 
Students must bring goggles to all events that require them - please have students bring them 
to the competition room at their scheduled time. We will not be providing spare goggles for any 
events. 
 
This is the direct link to the ESUS Website (also provided in the email): 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - ESUS Website (Self-Scheduled Events) 
 
F. LAB EVENTS INFORMATION 
 
The following events will require students to bring ANSI Z87.1 Chemical Splash Goggles and 
Lab Coats/Aprons: Chemistry Lab (C), Crime Busters (B), Experimental Design (B), 
Experimental Design (C), and Forensics (C). This requirement is outlined in the Official 
Science Olympiad Rules. 
 
We will not be allowing students to compete in these events without the outlined safety 
measures. We have instructed Event Supervisors to check for Goggles and Lab Coats/Aprons 
at the door before letting the students into the competition room. 
 
We will NOT be mandating these two requirements for Potions and Poisons (B) this year, as 
the event will be run entirely as a dry lab (test only). 
 
G. TOURNAMENT LOGISTICS 
 
The Campus Map can be found here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Campus Map 
 
The link to the FREE parking permits can be found here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Parking Permits 
 
These are the instructions on how to obtain a FREE parking permit: 
1. Click and open the link 
2. Enter the license plate number (LPN) in the 'Plate' section 
3. Select appropriate state, if not California. 
4. OPTIONAL: Add your email address to receive a confirmation email 
5. Click 'Park' to complete. 

●​ Parking: All participants are REQUIRED to park in UCR Parking Lot 30 on the day of 
the event. This location is highlighted on the Campus Map. The university has 

https://esus.socalscioly.org/login.php?tid=356
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19MT6r6qWHZbkp16rps_WZ-va8wjtDIyJ/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.offstreet.io/events/5T6OJHA2
https://maps.app.goo.gl/ayTUUCUEv9G8sm6p8


updated its policies to require permits on the day of the event. The parking 
permits are free of charge and easy to obtain online (takes about 2 minutes). This 
location is highlighted on the Campus Map. All unauthorized parking is subject to 
fines at the discretion of UCR TAPS. 

●​ Check-In: Team check-in will take place starting at 7:15 AM in the Highlander 
Union Building (HUB) 3rd Floor Lobby. The location of the HUB is highlighted on 
the Campus Map. You may take the elevators or the stairs to the 3rd Floor to check in. 

●​ Impound: Impound will be from 7:15 AM - 8:15 AM. Teams will need to bring their 
devices to the respective room where their event is taking place (refer to the 
Tournament Schedule) and check in with the Event Supervisor for that event. 

●​ Drop-Off Area: Teams can drop off students and equipment at UCR Parking Lot 1. 
This is the lot that is closest to where the build events will be taking place (Physical 
Education Building and HUB). Teams are NOT permitted to park in UCR Parking 
Lot 1. The area is for drop-off only. 

●​ Team Base Setup: Teams are permitted to set up their EZ-up tents and team bases on 
Pierce Lawn and Rivera Lawn. These locations are highlighted on the Campus Map. 

●​ Event Locations: We highly recommend that you have your students familiarize 
themselves with the locations of their event(s), which can be found on the 
Tournament Schedule, prior to the competition. There will be events taking place all 
over the UCR campus throughout the day. 

●​ Awards Ceremony: The Awards Ceremony will take place in HUB 302. To 
accommodate the large crowd size, we will split up the Awards Ceremony into Division 
B and Division C. We tentatively plan to run Division B awards from 7:00 PM - 
8:00 PM, and run Division C awards from 8:00 PM - 9:00 PM. Additionally, doors 
to HUB 302 will open at 6:30 PM for Division B and 8:00 PM for Division C. In 
anticipation of cold weather, teams are welcome to stay in UNLH 1000 (highlighted in 
yellow on the Campus Map), HUB 260/268, and the HUB 3rd Floor Lobby starting 
from the time events have concluded (4 PM) until their respective awards (Division B, 
Division C). 

●​ Food: Most on-campus dining at UCR is closed on weekends. We recommend that 
teams coordinate lunch by ordering from the University Village or other nearby 
locations along University Ave to minimize walking distance from UCR - please plan 
accordingly. 

●​ Restrooms: Restrooms will be open in the HUB, Olmsted Hall, Watkins Hall, Spieth 
Hall, and Life Sciences Building. 

 
H. IMPORTANT LINKS 

●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Coaches' Communications 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Registration Guide [UPDATED 10/5/25] 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Team Payment Status 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Team Numbers 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Tournament Schedule 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Event Clarifications 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/n1uTxnYq4Df8RoZc8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D-Co0ZJMis072oOsZh2PfO_pPcyoJKmo8kKA3SFhscc/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MlQ3f6qgPtCUxRO0XO4HCUpFRMwdZLNT2EtH3VlsLxY/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xXJzIFm9NzSNoAA9PMYywAmZNlT5V975APd70uNrpEA/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1o2-9HyvNgICEeQgLp-NtSHpxayCuKpUZ10XIGF0i81g/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L9I0E27lJMtV_uHYfQrQj-SCqsQFYBtq/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g0CcTggTONviMhG0f_Eeu4NlObaZ-XJJGnoXZQ04h9s/edit?usp=drive_link


●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - ESUS Website (Self-Scheduled Events) 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Campus Map 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Parking Permits 

 
For all inquiries, please contact our team at ucrscioly@gmail.com. 
 
 

https://esus.socalscioly.org/login.php?tid=356
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19MT6r6qWHZbkp16rps_WZ-va8wjtDIyJ/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.offstreet.io/events/5T6OJHA2


Communication #2 



Communication #2 - January 14, 2026 
 
Hello there, 
 
If you are receiving this email, you have signed up team(s) for the 2026 UCR Highlander 
Invitational taking place on January 24, 2026. We greatly appreciate your participation in our 
program! 
 
We would like to send out this email to ensure that all coaches have the most updated 
information regarding the tournament. Teams can find all up to date tournament details on our 
official website at https://ucrscioly.org/. 
 
A. REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT STATUS 
 
Information about the payment process and how to pay can be found here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Registration Guide [UPDATED 10/5/25] 
 
You can view the payment status for your team(s) here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Team Payment Status 
 
If you require assistance regarding this, please reach out to us at ucrscioly@gmail.com and our 
team will be able to assist you. 
 
B. RELEASE FORMS AND COI INFORMATION 
 
The University of California, Riverside and UCR Highlander Invitational requires that all 
participating students fill out 1) Code of Ethics Form, 2) Elective/Voluntary Activity Waiver, and 
3) Photo/Video Release prior to the day of the tournament. Students will not be allowed to 
compete on the day of the tournament without submission of these forms. 
 
Information about the release forms and how to submit them can be found here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Registration Guide [UPDATED 10/5/25] 
 
Additionally, we will NOT be requiring teams to submit a COI for this event. 
 
C. TEAM NUMBERS AND TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE 
 
We have finalized the Team Numbers and Tournament Schedule (updated with individual room 
locations for all events) for all Division B and Division C teams. 
 
The Team Numbers can be found here: 

https://ucrscioly.org/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MlQ3f6qgPtCUxRO0XO4HCUpFRMwdZLNT2EtH3VlsLxY/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xXJzIFm9NzSNoAA9PMYywAmZNlT5V975APd70uNrpEA/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MlQ3f6qgPtCUxRO0XO4HCUpFRMwdZLNT2EtH3VlsLxY/edit?usp=drive_link


2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Team Numbers 
 
The Tournament Schedule can be found here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Tournament Schedule 
 
We aim to run all events according to Regional-level rules, barring any logistical restrictions. 
We will not be running any trial events. If you do not have a Team Number for your team(s), 
please let us know immediately. 
 
D. EVENT CLARIFICATIONS 
 
The following events have clarifications or additional information provided by the Event 
Supervisor. These are very important, so please make sure to read these in their entirety! 

●​ Potions and Poisons (B): This event will be run as a dry lab (test only). It will not 
require any lab equipment (including goggles and lab coats/aprons). 

●​ Engineering CAD (C): All teams must fill out the following form prior to the competition: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Engineering CAD Email Collection Form. 
Additionally, all teams must bring charged laptops (one per student) as well as a 
computer mouse (wired is recommended). 

●​ Materials Science (C): We will not be running Part 1: Lab Activity. The event score will 
be composed entirely of Part 2: Written Test. 

All Event Clarifications can be found here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Event Clarifications 
 
E. SELF-SCHEDULED EVENTS INFORMATION 
 
We will be using the ESUS Platform for Self-Scheduled Events (Engineering Events). You 
should have received an email which contains the login information, as well as details on how to 
navigate the ESUS Platform. If you did not receive login information, please check your spam 
folder. If you do not have the email, PLEASE EMAIL US IMMEDIATELY. 
 
The Self-Scheduled Events signup will be open during the following window: 
Thursday, January 15, 2026 at 12:00 PM to Thursday, January 22, 2026 at 12:00 PM 
 
Teams must sign up for Self-Scheduled Events within this time frame. We are unable to 
make any exceptions after the signup window closes due to scheduling constraints. 
 
Students must bring goggles to all events that require them - please have students bring them 
to the competition room at their scheduled time. We will not be providing spare goggles for any 
events. 
 
This is the direct link to the ESUS Website (also provided in the email): 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - ESUS Website (Self-Scheduled Events) 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1o2-9HyvNgICEeQgLp-NtSHpxayCuKpUZ10XIGF0i81g/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L9I0E27lJMtV_uHYfQrQj-SCqsQFYBtq/view?usp=drive_link
https://forms.gle/8xZFxzXJGHi1NooD9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g0CcTggTONviMhG0f_Eeu4NlObaZ-XJJGnoXZQ04h9s/edit?usp=drive_link
https://esus.socalscioly.org/login.php?tid=356


 
F. LAB EVENTS INFORMATION 
 
The following events will require students to bring ANSI Z87.1 Chemical Splash Goggles and 
Lab Coats/Aprons: Chemistry Lab (C), Crime Busters (B), Experimental Design (B), 
Experimental Design (C), and Forensics (C). This requirement is outlined in the Official 
Science Olympiad Rules. 
 
We will not be allowing students to compete in these events without the outlined safety 
measures. We have instructed Event Supervisors to check for Goggles and Lab Coats/Aprons 
at the door before letting the students into the competition room. 
 
We will NOT be mandating these two requirements for Potions and Poisons (B) this year, as 
the event will be run entirely as a dry lab (test only). 
 
G. TOURNAMENT LOGISTICS 
 
The Campus Map can be found here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Campus Map 

●​ Parking: All participants are REQUIRED to park in UCR Parking Lot 30 on the day of 
the event. This location is highlighted on the Campus Map. We will not require any 
parking permit for UCR Parking Lot 30 - however, parking in other lots will not be 
permitted. All unauthorized parking is subject to fines at the discretion of UCR 
TAPS. 

●​ Check-In: Team check-in will take place starting at 7:15 AM in the Highlander 
Union Building (HUB) 3rd Floor Lobby. The location of the HUB is highlighted on 
the Campus Map. You may take the elevators or the stairs to the 3rd Floor to check in. 

●​ Impound: Impound will be from 7:15 AM - 8:15 AM. Teams will need to bring their 
devices to the respective room where their event is taking place (refer to the 
Tournament Schedule) and check in with the Event Supervisor for that event. 

●​ Team Base Setup: Teams are permitted to set up their EZ-up tents and team bases on 
Pierce Lawn and Rivera Lawn. These locations are highlighted on the Campus Map. 

●​ Event Locations: We highly recommend that you have your students familiarize 
themselves with the locations of their event(s), which can be found on the 
Tournament Schedule, prior to the competition. There will be events taking place all 
over the UCR campus throughout the day. 

●​ Awards Ceremony: The Awards Ceremony will take place in HUB 302. To 
accommodate the large crowd size, we will split up the Awards Ceremony into Division 
B and Division C. We tentatively plan to run Division B awards from 7:00 PM - 
8:00 PM, and run Division C awards from 8:00 PM - 9:00 PM. Additionally, doors 
to HUB 302 will open at 6:30 PM for Division B and 8:00 PM for Division C. In 
anticipation of cold weather, teams are welcome to stay in UNLH 1000 (highlighted in 
yellow on the Campus Map), HUB 260/268, and the HUB 3rd Floor Lobby starting 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19MT6r6qWHZbkp16rps_WZ-va8wjtDIyJ/view?usp=drive_link


from the time events have concluded (4 PM) until their respective awards (Division B, 
Division C). 

●​ Food: Most on-campus dining at UCR is closed on weekends. We recommend that 
teams coordinate lunch by ordering from the University Village or other nearby 
locations along University Ave to minimize walking distance from UCR - please plan 
accordingly. 

●​ Restrooms: Restrooms will be open in the HUB, Olmsted Hall, Watkins Hall, Spieth 
Hall, and Life Sciences Building. 

 
H. IMPORTANT LINKS 

●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Coaches' Communications 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Registration Guide [UPDATED 10/5/25] 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Team Payment Status 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Team Numbers 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Tournament Schedule 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Event Clarifications 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - ESUS Website (Self-Scheduled Events) 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Campus Map 

 
For all inquiries, please contact our team at ucrscioly@gmail.com. 
 

Communication #2.1 - January 15, 2026 
 
Hello there, 
 
This is an addendum to Coaches' Communication #2. 
There was a slight error on the previous version of the schedule. This has since been corrected 
and reuploaded as the correct version (same link as before). 
 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Tournament Schedule 
 
The corrections: 

●​ Potions and Poisons (B) will take place in Spieth 1208/1239. 
●​ Forensics (C) will take place in Spieth 1125/1238. 

 
Thank you for your understanding. 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D-Co0ZJMis072oOsZh2PfO_pPcyoJKmo8kKA3SFhscc/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MlQ3f6qgPtCUxRO0XO4HCUpFRMwdZLNT2EtH3VlsLxY/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xXJzIFm9NzSNoAA9PMYywAmZNlT5V975APd70uNrpEA/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1o2-9HyvNgICEeQgLp-NtSHpxayCuKpUZ10XIGF0i81g/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L9I0E27lJMtV_uHYfQrQj-SCqsQFYBtq/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g0CcTggTONviMhG0f_Eeu4NlObaZ-XJJGnoXZQ04h9s/edit?usp=drive_link
https://esus.socalscioly.org/login.php?tid=356
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19MT6r6qWHZbkp16rps_WZ-va8wjtDIyJ/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L9I0E27lJMtV_uHYfQrQj-SCqsQFYBtq/view?usp=drive_link


Communication #2.2 - January 16, 2026 
 
Hello there, 
 
This is a second addendum to Coaches' Communication #2. The information here will also be 
provided in Coaches' Communication #3 next week. 
 
There was previous guidance regarding parking in UCR Parking Lot 30. The university has 
updated its policies to require permits on the day of the event. The parking permits are free 
of charge and easy to obtain online (takes about 2 minutes). 
 
The link to the parking permits can be found here. We ask that head coaches disperse this 
information to all students' parents before the day of the event. 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Parking Permits 
 
These are the instructions on how to obtain a parking permit: 

1.​ Click and open the link 
2.​ Enter the license plate number (LPN) in the 'Plate' section 
3.​ Select appropriate state, if not California. 
4.​ OPTIONAL: Add your email address to receive a confirmation email 
5.​ Click 'Park' to complete. 

Additionally, there have been some questions asked about a drop off area. Teams may drop off 
students and equipment at UCR Parking Lot 1. This is the lot that is closest to where the 
building events will be taking place (Physical Education Building and HUB). This area is for 
drop off only. Teams are not authorized to park in any lot besides UCR Parking Lot 30 on the 
day of the tournament. 
 
 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/ayTUUCUEv9G8sm6p8
https://www.offstreet.io/events/5T6OJHA2
https://maps.app.goo.gl/sAmMW6WrPLwpAQx19


Communication #1 



Communication #1 - December 27, 2025 
 
Hello there, 
 
If you are receiving this email, you have signed up team(s) for the 2026 UCR Highlander 
Invitational taking place on January 24, 2026. We greatly appreciate your participation in our 
program. We would like to send out this email to ensure that all coaches have the most updated 
information regarding the tournament. We will send out these communications on a weekly 
basis until the day of the event. 
 
Teams can find all up to date tournament details on our official website at https://ucrscioly.org/. 
 
A. REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT 
 
There is a registration fee of $200 Per Team to participate in the tournament  The payment 
deadline has now passed. If you still need to submit a payment for your team(s), please make 
sure that those payments are sent out no later than January 9, 2026. 
 
Teams that have not sent payments by January 9, 2026 will be dropped from the 
competition. Your registration is not considered "complete" until you have successfully 
made payments for your team(s). 
 
Information about the payment process and how to pay can be found here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Registration Guide [UPDATED 10/5/25] 
 
You can view the payment status for your team(s) here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Team Payment Status 
 
If you require assistance regarding this, please reach out to us at ucrscioly@gmail.com and our 
team will be able to assist you. 
 
B. RELEASE FORMS 
 
The University of California, Riverside and UCR Highlander Invitational requires that all 
participating students fill out 1) Code of Ethics Form, 2) Elective/Voluntary Activity Waiver, and 
3) Photo/Video Release prior to the day of the tournament. 
 
Information about the release forms and how to submit them can be found here: 
2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Registration Guide [UPDATED 10/5/25] 
 
C. TEAM NUMBERS AND SELF-SCHEDULED EVENTS 

https://ucrscioly.org/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MlQ3f6qgPtCUxRO0XO4HCUpFRMwdZLNT2EtH3VlsLxY/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xXJzIFm9NzSNoAA9PMYywAmZNlT5V975APd70uNrpEA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MlQ3f6qgPtCUxRO0XO4HCUpFRMwdZLNT2EtH3VlsLxY/edit?usp=drive_link


 
We have finalized the Team Numbers for Division B and Division C. The Team Numbers can be 
found here: 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Team Numbers 
 
If you do not have a Team Number for your team(s), please let us know immediately. 
 
We will release the ESUS information regarding the Self-Scheduled Events in Coaches' 
Communication #2. 
 
D. TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE 
 
The Tournament Schedule can be found here: 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Tournament 
Schedule 
 
IMPORTANT: This is a preliminary copy of the Tournament Schedule. This link will be 
updated with precise room locations once we receive official confirmation from the university 
regarding availability. 
 
E. COI - NO REQUIREMENT 
 
We will NOT be requiring teams to submit a COI for this event. 
 
F. IMPORTANT LINKS 
 

●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Coaches' Communications 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Registration Guide [UPDATED 10/5/25] 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Team Payment Status 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Team Numbers 
●​ 2026 UCR Highlander Invitational - Tournament Schedule 

 
For all inquiries, please contact our team at ucrscioly@gmail.com. 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1o2-9HyvNgICEeQgLp-NtSHpxayCuKpUZ10XIGF0i81g/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L9I0E27lJMtV_uHYfQrQj-SCqsQFYBtq/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L9I0E27lJMtV_uHYfQrQj-SCqsQFYBtq/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D-Co0ZJMis072oOsZh2PfO_pPcyoJKmo8kKA3SFhscc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MlQ3f6qgPtCUxRO0XO4HCUpFRMwdZLNT2EtH3VlsLxY/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xXJzIFm9NzSNoAA9PMYywAmZNlT5V975APd70uNrpEA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1o2-9HyvNgICEeQgLp-NtSHpxayCuKpUZ10XIGF0i81g/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L9I0E27lJMtV_uHYfQrQj-SCqsQFYBtq/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:ucrscioly@gmail.com
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