
Materials Brainstorm  
In order to create a Rube Goldberg machine, it is valuable to consider how materials 
can be used. In your group, record different materials and use pictures and/or words to 
describe how these materials can be used. I put a few examples in. 
 

Material Description of how it 
could be used 

Sketch 

Rubber band  Stretch it out and release it 
to snap a different object. 
(Use of elastic energy to 
kinetic) 

 

Pipes  You could have a ball roll 
through so the ball does 
not go off the track  

 

cardboard boxes You could use cardboard 
boxes to make a shoot of 
some sort to get a remote 
to the place it needs to go 
to. 

 

Slingshot Like something could roll 
into the slingshot, get slung 
and cause a chain reaction 
to something else 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 



   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 


