
Short BIO OF RABBI HANAN SCHLESINGER 
  

Rabbi Hanan Schlesinger is one of the founders of 
Roots/Shorashim/Judur, The Palestinian Israeli Grassroots 
Initiative for Understanding, Nonviolence and Transformation and 
has served as its Director of International Relations from the very 
beginning. He also is the founder of the American Friends of 
Roots, a multi-faith organization dedicated to supporting the work 
of Roots/Shorashim/Judur. Rav Hanan frequently speaks in the 
USA together with one of his Palestinian partners about the 
amazing work of Roots/Shorashim/Judur. 
  
Prior to the founding of Roots, Rabbi Hanan spent his whole career 
teaching Jewish studies in various seminaries, colleges and 
frameworks in the Jerusalem area, among them the Pardes 
Institute, Beit Midrash Elul, Nishmat and Yeshivat Bat Ayin. He 
also spent two years as part of the Judaic Fellows Program in Boca 
Raton Florida and ten years in Dallas Texas, first as Rosh Kollel of 
the Community Kollel and later as founder and Executive Director 
and Community Rabbinic Scholar for the Jewish Studies Initiative 
of North Texas. 
  
He has four grown children and twelve grandchildren.  
 


