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Sources Inference Evidence Explanation Purpose
X | can infer that the cause of the ‘the newspaper printed a This suggests that the | This source was
riot was because of photo of ...... ” riot was a result of the | published to (A) the (A)
...... that (M), so that (O)...
| can infer that the cause of the riot | “danger of handing over This suggest that the
was because the British judge because she was already a | riot was a result of the
A allowed Maria to return to her birth | converted Muslim, handing | Malay’s built up anger
mother, even though she was her over to the convent.” against the British
raised by her adoptive parents.This government.
caused the Muslim community to
fight against the British
| can infer that they parasitised the
Dutch law and Christianity over the
B Muslim during the 1950s. From the
sentence “brown noted that Maria
had no capacity to become Muslim
therefore showing my inference
from source b.”
| can infer that the cause of the riot | the newspaper stated that
was because of a newspaper of the | the law separated Maria
C insensitive law separating Maria from Aminah, aminah

from amiah.

collapsed at the parting
while Maria had to stay at a
convent’s girls home.




| can infer that the riot was caused
by religious tensions, where Maria,
D who converted to being Muslim, got
returned to her Dutch Catholic
parents which angered the Muslim
community as they felt that the

As large crowds of Muslims
gathered outside the court
after the court ruled that
Maria would be placed in a
Catholic convent and will be
returned to her Dutch

This suggests that the
riot was a result of the
Muslims feeling that
their religion was being
disrespected and being
ignored by the British

This source was
published to educate
the

decision disrespected their religion.

parents. authorities.

Thinking like a Historian

Maria Hertogh riots
(1950)

Hock Lee Bus Riots
(1955)

Anti-National Service
Riots
(1954)

Chinese Middle Schools
Student Riots
(1956)

What caused
the riot?

The 1950 Maria
Hertogh riots in
Singapore were caused
by religious and racial
tensions around the
custody of a
13-year-old
Dutch-Eurasian girl
raised as a Muslim by
her Malay foster

The 1955 Hock Lee Bus riots
was caused by a labor
dispute over poor working
conditions, low wages, and
the dismissal of 299 workers
by the hock lee
amalgamated bus company.

The riots were caused as Lim
Yew Hock’s government
banned the SCMSSU
(Singapore Chinese Middle
School Students’ Union)
because of suspected
communist activities.

mother.
Where did the | Bukit Timah, Kampong Glam, It took place. at the junction | it took place at Chung Cheng
riot take and Geylang of dawson and alexandra high school and chinese

place?

road

high schools




How long did
the riot last?

Maria Hertogh (Nadra binte
Ma’arof), Che Aminah binte
Mohamed, Adeline Hertogh

SBWU workers, Chinese
middle school students and
the police force and about

15 people were injured,

about 2000 workers were
involved.

5000 chinese middle school
students, Lim Yew Hock,
Malayan troops

December 11 to December
13, 1950

late April 1955-14 may 1955

24 October to 28 October
1956

The ruling by Justice Brown
caused the Christians and
Muslims in Singapore to feel
angry and the riots lasted
over 3 days, resulting in the
death of 18 people.

During the riot, more than
10 000 students from
chinese-medium schools
gathered at the depot to
support the striking workers.

police used water hoses and
batons to try and control the
crowd but to no avail and
many were left injured

The students took over their
schools and demanded
re-registration of the
SCMSSU before the
government ordered
expulsion of 142 students
from several schools on
suspicion of
anti-government activities,
causing students to camp at
school as protest. On 24th
October, Lim Yew Hock
demanding that students
leave the school premises by
8’0 clock the following
evening. This time, with
support of the unions, the
students were more defiant
and ready to fight to the
bitter end, with large crowds
gathering out of schools. The
demonstration turn violent
when a mob outside Chung
Cheng High School
confronted the police. The




riots spread across the island
and continued for three
days, resulting in troops
from Malaya being called to
restore order.

Reflection

Rate intensity by deleting the stars.

Maria Hertogh riots
(1950)

Anti-National Service
Riots
(1954)

Hock Lee Bus Riots
(1955)

Chinese Middle Schools
Student Riots
(1956)

Intensity Level
(out of 5)

“Intensity” could be based
on the following:
e duration of the

event

e number of people
involved

e how the event
spread

® impact that
resulted from the
event (casualties,
fatalities and
damage to
property)

%

K




Explain why you have
given this particular rating

based on the above
criteria

What did the riot reveal
about people’s feelings
towards the government
in Singapore?

Did the riot change British
attitudes or policies?

Did the riot contribute to
the people’s desire for
self-government? If so, in
what way(s)?




