
Writing a movie synopsis 
Knowing how to write a movie synopsis is an absolute must for anyone trying to shop a screenplay or work 
within Hollywood. But how can you compress the complex thoughts of your story into a one-page doc? ​
 
At some point or another, we all have told a story to a friend. If we're tight on time, we've given them the 
highlights — just the big emotional punches and payoffs. And if we told it well, we get the reaction we 
wanted. That story would be a synopsis, and when you work in Hollywood, you have to master that art. 
Being able to provide a synopsis is an excellent and essential skill to have across the board in this town.  

Today we'll learn how to write a synopsis, look at an example, go through a screenplay synopsis checklist, 
and get our film synopsis skills going.  

So let's go!  

What is a movie synopsis? 

This is a summary of the plot and story of your 
screenplay. It covers all three acts and all the relevant 
emotional beats to go along with the character arcs.  

 
Use these acts to complete your screenplay synopsis 

How long is a movie synopsis?  

A synopsis is usually one to three pages long, 
depending on what you're using it to do within the 
industry.  

What belongs in your screenplay 
synopsis?  

When you're writing a synopsis, you want to cover 
each act and story beat that matters. I like to think of 
a screenplay synopsis as an extended trailer with an 
ending. You want to build the best version of the story 
that covers the beats that matter in the world makes 
this work viable in the marketplace.  

 

So what should be in your synopsis?   

Movie/TV synopsis checklist:  

o​ Limit your synopsis to one to three pages 
o​ Define each act and what moment marks each act break 
o​ Give us the world of the story and how each character arcs  
o​ Include the most critical conflict or events in the story.  
o​ Each paragraph needs to flow into the next, like a coherent story  
o​ Include a sentence or two about your ending and how you leave the characters 
o​ Let the tone of the screenplay come across in the way you write  
o​ Proofread your synopsis for style, grammar, and usage. 

Who uses a screenplay synopsis?   

Your screenplay synopsis is a great tool to master for your first job as a Hollywood assistant, mainly 
because you'll spend most of your nights and weekends writing coverage for your boss. If you're working on 
a film treatment or an outline, you want a synopsis to be able to communicate your story and its beats to an 
audience. Also, as a writer, sometimes I send a one-page synopsis to producers to get them excited about 
reading my full draft or to help them sell it in the international market at a festival like Berlin or Cannes.  

https://nofilmschool.com/Three-act-structure
https://nofilmschool.com/Character-arc-definition-and-examples
https://nofilmschool.com/Ultimate-Hollywood-Assistant-Survival-Guide
https://nofilmschool.com/what-is-script-coverage
https://nofilmschool.com/film-treatment


People use these all over the industry. On your first day as an intern, you might be asked to write four or 
five of them. So get good at it quickly!   

Movie synopsis example 

If you want to read an example, look at this one provided by Script Mag. It takes the story of A Few Good 
Men and boils it down to all the relevant details. This one is written as it belongs in a screenplay coverage. 
It highlights the characters, world, stakes, and ties everything up neatly in the end.   

http://www.scriptmag.com/wp-content/uploads/How-to-Write-a-Synopsis.pdf
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