
ADVANCED ETHICAL LITERARY INQUIRY 

SAVE ME A SEAT 

Historical • Ethical • Cultural Context Packet 

CENTRAL IDEA 
What does it take to actually make room for someone — and what assumptions do we have to let go of first? 

 

Novel: Save Me a Seat by Sarah Weeks and Gita Varadarajan 
Setting: Albert Einstein Elementary School, Hamilton, New Jersey 
Designed for: Advanced readers in grades 4–6, with adaptable supports 

TEXT USE 
Use a teacher-approved copy of the complete novel. This resource supplies original prompts and no reproduced 
passages. 



How to Use This Packet 
These files provide lenses for interpreting a realistic contemporary story. Read for source authority, purpose, limits, and the 
difference between one character's experience and a whole group's experience. 

Accuracy safeguard 
Ravi and Dillon share Indian heritage, but the book is explicit that this does not mean they share a culture, a 
religion, or an outlook. Treat every claim about “Indian culture” or “immigrant experience” as one example, not 
a rule for an entire, highly diverse group. 

Source Routine 
●​ Identify the authoring institution and its expertise. 
●​ Separate fact, interpretation, and speculation. 
●​ Ask what the source can establish and what it cannot. 
●​ Record access date and exact URL. 



1. Auditory Processing Disorder: What It Actually Is 
Auditory Processing Disorder (APD) affects an estimated 3 to 5 percent of school-age children. It is not a hearing loss — 
children with APD hear sounds normally — but their brains have trouble reliably interpreting and organizing what they hear, 
especially speech in a noisy room. Symptoms can look like other conditions (ADHD, language delays), so APD can only be 
properly diagnosed by an audiologist using specific tests, not from a checklist alone. 

Inquiry question 
Which of Joe's classroom struggles in the book match documented APD symptoms, and which are just Joe being 
an individual kid? 

Novel Connection 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Context Evidence / Source Note 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Limit or Complication 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 



2. Classroom Supports That Help 
Documented accommodations for APD include reducing background noise, giving directions in shorter chunks, allowing the 
student to watch the speaker's face, providing written instructions alongside spoken ones, and allowing extra processing time. 
None of these “fix” APD, but they measurably reduce the daily difficulty. 

Inquiry question 
Which of these supports does Joe get in the book, and which does he not get? 

Novel Connection 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Context Evidence / Source Note 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Limit or Complication 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 



3. India Is Not One Thing 
India has more than a billion people, 22 officially recognized languages, and enormous regional, religious, and cultural 
variation. Being of Indian heritage — like both Ravi and Dillon — does not mean sharing the same language, food practices, 
family expectations, or sense of humor. An immigrant from Bangalore and a U.S.-born child of Indian immigrants can have 
very different lived experiences of what it means to be “Indian.” 

Inquiry question 
Where in the book does assuming Ravi and Dillon must understand each other turn out to be wrong — and why? 

Novel Connection 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Context Evidence / Source Note 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Limit or Complication 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 



4. Food, Faith, and Identity 
Vegetarianism is a common practice among many Hindus, often connected to religious teachings about nonviolence, but 
practice varies widely by region, family, and individual choice — not all Hindus are vegetarian, and vegetarianism exists in 
many other religions and cultures too. For someone who keeps a dietary practice for religious reasons, being tricked into 
breaking it isn't a small prank; it's a violation of something central to identity and belief. 

Inquiry question 
Why does the chili scene carry more weight than an ordinary mean trick would? 

Novel Connection 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Context Evidence / Source Note 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Limit or Complication 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 



5. What Moving Countries Is Really Like for Kids 
Researchers who study newcomer and immigrant students consistently document specific, recurring stressors: names being 
mispronounced or changed, accents being treated as a sign of low intelligence rather than just a difference in pronunciation, 
and skills that worked in a previous school (like being a top student) not automatically transferring to a new system with 
different expectations. 

Inquiry question 
Which of these does Ravi experience directly, and how does each one chip away at his early confidence? 

Novel Connection 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Context Evidence / Source Note 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Limit or Complication 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 



6. Bullying, Power, and Popularity 
Researchers who study bullying describe it as a pattern that depends on an imbalance of power — social, physical, or 
otherwise — not just meanness. Popularity, charm, and likability are often part of how a bully keeps getting away with it, 
since adults and peers may be slower to believe a well-liked, high-status kid is doing real harm. 

Inquiry question 
How does Dillon's popularity actually help him bully other students without getting caught? 

Novel Connection 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Context Evidence / Source Note 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Limit or Complication 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 



7. Reading Two Truths at Once 
In journalism and eyewitness research, two honest people can give different, even conflicting, accounts of the same event — 
not because one is lying, but because each person notices, remembers, and interprets differently based on what they already 
believe and where they're standing. This is part of why professional fact-checking asks for multiple independent accounts 
before treating something as settled. 

Inquiry question 
Where in the book do Ravi's and Joe's accounts of the same period of time reveal different, equally honest, 
pieces of the truth? 

Novel Connection 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Context Evidence / Source Note 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Limit or Complication 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 



Curated Starting Sources 
Source Use Caution 

American Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association (ASHA): Auditory 
Processing Disorder overview 

Accurate clinical description and 
accommodations 

Clinical overview; not a substitute for 
individual evaluation. 

StopBullying.gov: Bystanders to 
Bullying 

Power dynamics and safe upstander 
actions 

General youth guidance, not literary 
interpretation. 

Pew Research Center: reports on Indian 
Americans 

Diversity within the Indian diaspora 
in the U.S. 

Describes broad patterns; individual 
families vary widely. 

Learning for Justice (Southern Poverty 
Law Center): classroom resources on 
bullying and identity 

Classroom-tested language for 
discussing identity and bias 
respectfully 

Advocacy-affiliated; check claims against 
primary research where possible. 

 



Source Evaluation & Synthesis 
Source / Access Date Authority & Purpose Claim Supported Limit / Corroboration 

    

    

    

 
Fact–Inference–Judgment Check 
FACT I can verify: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
INFERENCE I draw: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
JUDGMENT I defend: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 



Historical Accuracy & Ethics Audit 
●​ ☐ I treat Ravi's and Dillon's experiences as individual, not representative of “all Indian Americans.” 
●​ ☐ I distinguish documented APD facts from assumptions about what Joe “must” be like. 
●​ ☐ I do not generalize one family's food practice to an entire religion. 
●​ ☐ I name Dillon's popularity as part of the bullying system, without excusing his choices. 
●​ ☐ I distinguish empirical claims (what research shows) from ethical claims (what people should do). 
●​ ☐ I cite exact sources and access dates. 

Synthesis Question 
Which context lens most changes your view of one character's choices this week — and where does the story resist that lens? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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