
Prompt 1: Please read and analyze the section on Ancient 
China in the California History/Social Science Framework 
for sixth-grade.  

 

Prompt 2: Use your analysis of that section to create a 
50-minute lesson plan that introduces my students to 
ancient China. I would like an engaging opening activity 
and a brief check for understanding at the end of the 
lesson. Make specific reference to the section(s) of the 
Framework you are using to create the lesson. 

 

Prompt 3: At the end of my unit on Ancient China I want the 
students to create 10-slide PowerPoint presentations on 
one topic from these standards on Ancient China. Create a 
four-column rubric I can use to assess those PowerPoint 
presentations. Make sure that the content knowledge 
section of the rubric makes specific reference to the 
standards. 

 

Lesson Plan: Introduction to Ancient China 
**Grade Level:** Sixth Grade​
**Duration:** 50 minutes​
**Subject:** Social Studies - Ancient Civilizations​
**Standards:** Based on the California History-Social Science Framework for sixth grade. 

Objectives: 
- Students will understand the geographic, political, economic, and social structures of 
ancient China.​
- Students will be able to identify major contributions of ancient Chinese civilization.​
- Students will demonstrate their understanding through discussion and a brief assessment. 



Materials: 
- Map of Ancient China​
- Handouts with key points on geographic, political, economic, and social structures​
- Whiteboard and markers​
- Projector for video clips​
- Quiz handouts for the check for understanding 

Lesson Activities: 

1. Opening Activity (10 minutes): Geography and Introduction 

**Engaging Opening**: Begin with a short video clip showing the landscapes of China, 
highlighting the Huang-He (Yellow River) Valley. This will visually introduce students to the 
geography of the region.​
**Discussion**: After the video, discuss with the students how the geography of China 
(mountains, rivers, valleys) might influence where people live and how they grow food.​
**Map Activity**: Hand out maps of ancient China and ask students to label key geographic 
features such as the Yellow River and the Yangtze River. Discuss how these rivers were 
crucial to the development of early Chinese civilizations. 

2. Main Lesson (30 minutes): Structures of Ancient China 

**Geographic Context (5 minutes)**: Briefly explain how the Yellow River Valley supported 
the development of early Chinese societies (Framework reference: geographic features 
influencing civilization). 

**Political Structures (10 minutes)**: Discuss the early dynasties of China, focusing on the 
Qin Dynasty and the unification of China under Qin Shi Huang (Framework reference: 
political evolution and imperial bureaucracy). Highlight key accomplishments such as the 
Great Wall and standardization of writing. 

**Economic Developments (5 minutes)**: Describe innovations like iron plowshares and 
irrigation systems, and their impact on agriculture and population growth (Framework 
reference: economic advancements and trade practices). 

**Religious and Philosophical Contributions (5 minutes)**: Introduce Confucianism, 
Daoism, and Buddhism. Discuss the teachings of Confucius and their lasting impact on 
Chinese culture and governance (Framework reference: religious and philosophical 
contributions). 

**Social Structures (5 minutes)**: Explain the hierarchical nature of ancient Chinese society 
and the importance of family structure and ancestor worship (Framework reference: social 
structures). 

3. Check for Understanding (10 minutes) 

**Brief Quiz**: Hand out a short quiz with questions covering key points from the lesson. 
Questions could include:​



- Name two major rivers in ancient China and explain their importance.​
- Who was Qin Shi Huang and what were his contributions to China?​
- Describe one major economic innovation in ancient China and its impact.​
- What are the main teachings of Confucianism? 

**Discussion**: Review the quiz answers with the class, allowing students to discuss and 
clarify any misunderstandings. 

Assessment: 
**Formative Assessment**: Through the map activity and class discussion, gauge students' 
initial understanding of ancient China's geography and its impact.​
**Summative Assessment**: The brief quiz at the end of the lesson will serve as a check for 
understanding, ensuring students have grasped the key concepts of the lesson. 

Extensions: 
**Homework Assignment**: Assign students to research and write a short paragraph on one 
aspect of ancient Chinese culture (e.g., art, literature, science) that interests them. 

**Group Project**: Divide the class into groups to create a poster or presentation on 
different dynasties or major historical figures in ancient China. 

 



 

Rubric for PowerPoint Presentations on Ancient China 
This rubric is designed to assess 10-slide PowerPoint presentations on a topic related to Ancient China. Each 
presentation will be evaluated on four criteria: Content Knowledge, Organization, Visual Appeal, and Presentation 
Skills. 

Criteria Excellent 
(90-100 points) 

Good (80-89 
points) 

Fair (70-79 
points) 

Needs 
Improvement 
(60-69 points) 

Content 
Knowledge 

Demonstrates 
comprehensive 
understanding 
of the selected 
topic, 
referencing 
multiple 
standards, such 
as the influence 
of geography, 
development of 
early 
civilizations 
(Shang, Zhou), 
and key 
philosophies 
(Confucianism, 
Daoism, 
Legalism). Clear 
and accurate 
details are 
provided. 

Shows good 
understanding 
of the selected 
topic with 
references to 
the standards. 
Some details 
may be missing 
or slightly 
inaccurate. 

Shows basic 
understanding 
of the selected 
topic with 
minimal 
reference to the 
standards. 
Several details 
are missing or 
inaccurate. 

Shows limited 
understanding 
of the selected 
topic with little 
to no reference 
to the 
standards. 
Numerous 
details are 
missing or 
inaccurate. 

Organization Slides are 
logically 
organized, 
following a 
clear 
progression of 
ideas. Each 
slide effectively 
transitions to 
the next, 
enhancing the 
overall flow. 

Slides are 
generally 
organized, with 
most 
transitions 
clear. A few 
slides may seem 
out of place or 
disjointed. 

Slides lack clear 
organization, 
making the 
presentation 
hard to follow. 
Transitions 
between slides 
are often 
abrupt or 
unclear. 

Slides are 
poorly 
organized with 
no clear 
progression of 
ideas. 
Transitions are 
confusing or 
non-existent. 



Visual Appeal Uses a variety 
of high-quality 
images, charts, 
and graphics 
that are 
relevant and 
enhance 
understanding. 
Text is clear and 
easy to read. 
Consistent and 
professional 
design 
throughout. 

Uses some 
images, charts, 
and graphics 
that are 
relevant but 
may not always 
enhance 
understanding. 
Text is mostly 
clear and 
readable. 

Uses few 
images, charts, 
and graphics. 
Visuals are 
often irrelevant 
or of low 
quality. Text is 
sometimes hard 
to read. 

Uses no or 
poor-quality 
visuals. Text is 
hard to read, 
and design is 
inconsistent 
and 
unprofessional. 

Presentation 
Skills 

Presenter 
speaks clearly, 
confidently, and 
at an 
appropriate 
pace. Eye 
contact and 
engagement 
with the 
audience are 
maintained 
throughout. 

Presenter 
speaks clearly 
but may 
occasionally be 
too fast or slow. 
Some eye 
contact and 
audience 
engagement are 
maintained. 

Presenter 
speaks 
unclearly, often 
too fast or slow. 
Limited eye 
contact and 
audience 
engagement. 

Presenter 
speaks 
unclearly and at 
an 
inappropriate 
pace. No eye 
contact or 
audience 
engagement. 
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