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An Arizona native, journalist, and former field organizer on Gabrielle
Giffords’s campaign for Congress, takes an in-depth look at the underlying
fault lines in Arizona’s state culture and government
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“Zoellner brilliantly evokes the past and present of Arizona, the outsized personalities that
have shaped the state and the paranoia lurking at the edge of society.”
—Kirkus

In A SAFEWAY IN ARIZONA: What the Gabrielle Giffords Shooting Tells Us About
the Grand Canyon State and Life in America (Viking / On Sale: January 2, 2012 / ISBN:
9780670023202 / $26.95 / 256pp.), Tom Zoellner takes an in-depth look at the failures of
the state’s culture and government that enabled the Jared Lee Loughner shooting to take

place.

The terrible events that took place on January 8, 2011 have exposed many of the problems in
Arizona: the under-the-surface hysteria, the boom and bust of the housing market, the lack
of established communities, the inept local government, unsustainable neighborhoods of
strangers, and a shameful ignorance of the lives of Mexican people. The predominant
problems of America are on vivid display in this state, which has assumed a place in the
union much like the Kansas Territory in the 1850s, an edgy frontier archipelago where the
most fraught issues of the day are not really discussed but rather repressed, and then

eventually screamed about.
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In A SAFEWAY IN ARIZONA Zoellner employs his highly praised investigative skills to
examine the larger context of this tragic mass murder. He creates a portrait of Arizona on

the eve of its centennial and reflects on America in this moment of our national history.

ABOUT TOM ZOELILNER

Tom Zoellner, whose family has lived in Arizona for five generations, grew up in Phoenix
and Tucson. He is an Associate Professor of English at Chapman University and has worked
as a reporter at The Arizona Republic. The author of three previous books, his Uranium won
the the 2010 American Institute of Physics Science Writing Award. He currently lives in Los

Angeles.

Tour Dates for Tom Zoellner:

Friday, January 6 / Tucson, AZ /Antigone Books / 7:00pm
Monday, January 9 / Phoenix, AZ / Changing Hands / 7:00pm
Tuesday, January 10 / Los Angeles, CA / Vroman’s Bookstore / 7:00pm
Thursday, January 12 / San Francisco, CA / Books, Inc. / 7:00pm

A SAFEWAY IN ARIZONA: What the Gabrielle Giffords Shooting Tells Us About
the Grand Canyon State and Life in America * TOM ZOELLNER = Viking
$26.95 = On-sale date: January 2, 2012 = ISBN: 9780670023202

Also available as an e-book
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