
 

Hoan Kiem Lake – The Iconic Symbol of Hanoi 

You Shouldn’t Miss 
Located in the heart of Hanoi, Hoan Kiem Lake is a cultural and historical landmark that 

holds deep significance for both locals and visitors. Serving as a tranquil oasis amidst the 

bustling capital, Hoan Kiem Lake is a must-visit destination that beautifully encapsulates the 

soul of Hanoi. 

1. Hoan Kiem Lake: An Overview 

1.1. The Ideal Location of Hoan Kiem Lake 

Nestled in the heart of Hoan Kiem District, Hoan Kiem Lake is conveniently located between 

the bustling streets of Hang Khay, Le Thai To, and Dinh Tien Hoang. Covering an area of 12 

hectares, the lake is easily accessible from any part of Hanoi and is a popular location for 

both tourists and locals.  

 

Hoan Kiem Lake is the heart of Hanoi (Sources: Internet) 
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Due to its prime location, many visitors choose to stay at hotels nearby to fully immerse 

themselves in the city's charm. The lake serves as a central point, connecting many of 

Hanoi's major attractions within walking distance. 

1.2. The Long-Standing History of Hoan Kiem Lake 

Hoan Kiem Lake is deeply intertwined with Vietnam's history and folklore. Legend has it that 

King Le Loi was given a magical sword by the Golden Turtle God (Kim Quy) to help defeat 

the invading Ming Dynasty. After his victory, while boating on the lake, a golden turtle 

appeared and retrieved the sword, returning it to the divine realm.  

 

There are various names when it comes to Hoan Kiem Lake (Sources: Internet) 

https://gadttravel.com/uploads/vietnam/hanoi/hoan-kiem-lake.jpg 

Since then, the lake has been named Hoan Kiem, meaning the Lake of the Returned Sword. 

This legend has solidified the lake’s status as a cultural and spiritual symbol of Vietnam’s 

independence and resilience. 

 



 

2. 3 Reasons Why Hoan Kiem Lake Is a Must-visit 

1. A Green Oasis in the Heart of the City 
Despite being in the center of Hanoi, Hoan Kiem Lake offers a peaceful escape from the 

city's bustling energy. The lake is surrounded by age-old trees, flower gardens, and walking 

paths, making it an ideal place for a morning jog, a leisurely stroll, or simply unwinding while 

enjoying the scenic view. Locals often gather here for Tai Chi sessions, reflecting the 

harmonious balance between urban life and nature. 

2. A Symbol of Hanoi’s History and Culture 
Hoan Kiem Lake is more than just a scenic attraction; it embodies Hanoi's deep-rooted 

history and cultural essence. The surrounding landmarks, such as the iconic Turtle Tower 

(Tháp Rùa) and Ngoc Son Temple, add to the historical significance of the lake. Every 

structure around the lake tells a story, making it a living museum of Vietnamese heritage. 
3. Countless Activities for Visitors 
Visitors to Hoan Kiem Lake can engage in a variety of activities. From taking in the lake’s 

serene beauty to exploring historical sites, there’s something for everyone. On weekends, 

Hoan Kiem Walking Street comes alive with street performances, cultural showcases, and 

local delicacies, offering a vibrant experience for travelers. 

 

Ho Hoan Kiem - a tranquil space in the center of Hanoi (Sources: Internet) 
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3. Top 5+ Scenic Spots at Hoan Kiem Lake 

3.1. Thap Rua 

Standing on a small island in the middle of Hoan Kiem Lake, Turtle Tower is one of Hanoi’s 

most iconic landmarks. The tower’s history dates back to the late 19th century when it was 

built to commemorate the legendary Golden Turtle, a key figure in the tale of the Lake of the 

Returned Sword.  

 

Thap Rua is the icon of Hanoi (Sources: Internet) 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/b4/Thap_rua.jpg/1024px-Thap_rua
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Though the structure itself is modest in size, its presence in the lake serves as a powerful 

symbol of Hanoi’s rich past. Photographers and travelers often find this spot enchanting, 

especially in the early morning when mist lingers over the water, creating a mystical scene. 

 



 

3.2. Ngoc Son Temple 

Perched on Jade Island, Ngoc Son Temple is one of the most visited cultural and religious 

sites in Hanoi. Dedicated to General Tran Hung Dao, a national hero who fought against the 

Mongol invasions, the temple also honors other figures like scholar Van Xuong and the 

Taoist master La To.  

 

Ngoc Son Temple can be closed in some specific dates of the month (Sources: Internet) 
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The temple's architecture is a blend of traditional Vietnamese styles with intricate wooden 

carvings, red-lacquered pillars, and delicate dragon motifs. Inside, visitors can observe 

ancient artifacts, calligraphy, and a preserved specimen of the sacred turtle believed to be 

linked to the legendary story of the Hanoi Sword Lake. 

3.3. The Huc Bridge 

Connecting the mainland to Ngoc Son Temple, The Huc Bridge is a striking red-painted 

wooden bridge that translates to "The Bridge of Morning Sunlight". This pedestrian bridge is 

one of the most photographed spots in Hanoi, standing out against the emerald-green 

waters of Hoan Kiem Lake.  

 



 

 

The Huc Bridge connecting Hoan Kiem Lake to Ngoc Son Temple (Sources: Internet) 

https://www.vietnamimmigration.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/cau-the-huc-ha-noi.jpg 

Walking across the bridge, visitors can soak in breathtaking views of the lake while feeling a 

deep connection to the city's history. The best time to visit is during sunrise or sunset when 

the soft golden light enhances the bridge’s elegant structure. 

3.4. Thap But 

Near the entrance of Ngoc Son Temple stands Thap But, or the Pen Tower. This stone 

monument is inscribed with the words "Ta Thanh Thien", which means "Writing on the Blue 

Sky", symbolizing the importance of literature and education in Vietnamese culture.  

 



 

 

Locals, especially students come here to wish for wisdom (Sources: Internet) 
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The tower, built on a small rocky formation, is a significant feature of the temple complex and 

is often associated with Vietnam’s scholarly traditions. 

3.5. The Monument of Determination 

Located on the lake’s western side, the Monument of Determination is dedicated to the 

revolutionary spirit of the Vietnamese people. It is a solemn place that honors those who 

fought for Vietnam’s independence. This monument provides visitors with a deeper 

understanding of the sacrifices made throughout history and is a place where locals often 

come to pay their respects. 

 



 

 

Martyrs' Monument is one of the most significant monuments in Vietnam, dedicated to the 

brave souls who lost their lives fighting for Vietnam's independence (Sources: Internet) 
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3.6. Ba Kieu Temple 

Ba Kieu Temple is a sacred place dedicated to the Mother Goddess and is an excellent 

example of Vietnamese spiritual beliefs. Situated near Hoan Kiem Lake, this temple is a hub 

for those who practice traditional worship and seek blessings for prosperity and protection. 

Visitors can explore the temple’s intricate altars, incense-filled halls, and unique blend of 

Confucian and Taoist elements, offering an enriching cultural experience. 

 



 

 

Ba Kieu temple is among the earliest places worshipping Mother Goddesses in Vietnam 

(Sources: Internet) 
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4. Hoan Kiem Lake Nearby Attractions 

4.1. Ho Guom Walking Street 

Every weekend, the streets surrounding Hoan Kiem Lake are closed to traffic and 

transformed into a pedestrian-only zone known as Hoan Kiem Walking Street. This lively 

area is a favorite among both locals and tourists, offering a plethora of activities ranging from 

live music performances to traditional Vietnamese games.  

 



 

 

Ho Guom Walking Street is where Hanoi comes alive at the weekend (Sources: Internet) 
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As you stroll through the bustling street, you'll encounter street artists, cultural showcases, 

and vendors selling local delicacies. It's the perfect place to experience Hanoi’s nightlife, 

enjoy a leisurely walk, or simply soak in the festive atmosphere that defines the city’s social 

life. 

4.2. Hanoi Post Office 

Situated just a short walk from Hoan Kiem Lake, the Hanoi Post Office is a stunning 

example of French colonial architecture. Built during the early 20th century, this historic 

building still serves as a functioning post office, where visitors can send postcards, buy 

souvenirs, or admire its beautifully preserved exterior.  

 

 



 

The post office's intricate facade and classic yellow walls make it a charming spot for 

photography enthusiasts. It’s a great place to take a break from the hustle and bustle of 

Hanoi while exploring a piece of the city's colonial past. 

 

Hanoi Post Office was chosen as the zero milestone when the French calculated the length 

from Hanoi to Vientiane and Phnom Penh (Sources: Internet) 
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4.3. Ly Thai To Flower Garden 

Located on the eastern side of Hoan Kiem Lake, the Ly Thai To Flower Garden is a peaceful 

retreat amidst the urban landscape. This beautifully landscaped park is home to a grand 

statue of Emperor Ly Thai To, the founder of the Ly Dynasty and the person credited with 

establishing Hanoi as Vietnam’s capital.  

 



 

 

Emperor Ly Thai To chose Hanoi to be the capital of Dai Viet - ancient Vietnam in 1010 

(Sources: Internet) 
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The garden is particularly stunning during special occasions, such as Tet (Vietnamese New 

Year), when it is adorned with vibrant floral arrangements. It’s an ideal spot for relaxation, 

people-watching, or enjoying a tranquil moment by the lake. 

4.4. Hanoi Opera House 

A short walk from Hoan Kiem Lake brings you to the Hanoi Opera House, an architectural 

masterpiece modeled after the Palais Garnier in Paris. Built during the French colonial 

period, the opera house exudes grandeur with its neoclassical design, marble columns, and 

ornate interiors. It hosts a variety of performances, including classical concerts, operas, 

ballet shows, and traditional Vietnamese art performances.  

 



 

 

Hanoi Opera House was built under the influence of French architecture (Sources: Internet) 

https://lilystravelagency.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/hanoi-opera-house1.png 

Even if you don’t attend a show, simply admiring the building’s exterior or enjoying a cup of 

coffee at the nearby cafes is a worthwhile experience. 

4.5. Thang Long Water Puppet Theatre 

For a truly unique cultural experience, visit the Thang Long Water Puppet Theatre, located 

near Hoan Kiem Lake. This renowned venue showcases water puppet performances, a 

traditional Vietnamese art form that dates back to the 11th century.  

 



 

 

The water puppet shows are loved by locals and tourists (Sources: Internet) 
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The shows feature wooden puppets gliding over water, controlled by skilled puppeteers 

behind a bamboo screen. Accompanied by live traditional music and storytelling, these 

performances depict legends, folklore, and rural life in Vietnam. It’s an unmissable 

experience for anyone looking to delve deeper into Vietnamese culture. 

4.6. Hanoi Old Quarter 

Just a stone’s throw away from Hoan Kiem Lake, the Hanoi Old Quarter is a vibrant district 

known for its narrow streets, bustling markets, and historic architecture. Each street in the 

Old Quarter has its own specialty, from silk and silver to street food and souvenirs. Visitors 

can explore traditional tube houses, visit ancient temples, or indulge in Hanoi’s famous street 

food such as Pho, Banh Mi, and Egg Coffee.  

 



 

 

The Old Quarter is full of hidden gems for everyone (Sources: Internet) 
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The Old Quarter is also home to unique shopping experiences, including the Dong Xuan 

Market and numerous boutique stores selling handcrafted goods. Whether you’re looking for 

a cultural immersion or a lively nightlife scene, this area has something for everyone. 

5. 3+ Ways to Get to Hoan Kiem Lake 

Reaching Hoan Kiem Lake is easy and convenient, thanks to its central location in Hanoi. 

Whether you're staying in the Old Quarter or coming from other parts of the city, multiple 

transportation options are available to suit different budgets and preferences. Below are the 

most common ways to get to this iconic destination. 

●​ By bus: One of the most economical ways to reach Hoan Kiem Lake is by public 

bus. Several bus routes pass through or stop near the lake, including routes 09, 14, 

36, and 86. Be sure to have small change ready for the fare and check the bus 

schedule to plan your trip efficiently. 

 



 

●​ By Taxi or Ride-Hailing Services : The fares are reasonable, and the apps allow for 

easy booking without the hassle of negotiating prices.  

●​ On foot: This is the best way to explore Hoan Kiem Lake. The journey allows you to 

experience Hanoi’s vibrant streets, admire colonial-era architecture, and discover 

hidden alleyways filled with street food stalls and local shops. The walk to the lake 

from most areas in the Old Quarter takes 10 to 15 minutes. 

●​ By Cyclo: For a more immersive and traditional experience, consider taking a cyclo 

ride to Hoan Kiem Lake. This slow-paced journey gives you a unique perspective of 

the city as you sit back and enjoy the surroundings. Cyclos are particularly popular 

among tourists who want to soak in the charm of Hanoi at a leisurely pace. Prices 

vary depending on the distance, but a short ride usually costs around 100,000 VND 

(USD 4) for 30 minutes. 

 

Cyclo is popular among tourists (Sources: Internet) 
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Tips for travellers when visiting Hoan Kiem Lake: 
●​ Best time to visit: Early mornings or evenings offer the most pleasant weather 

and picturesque views. 

●​ Photography tips: Capture stunning shots at The Huc Bridge during sunrise or 

 



 

the lake’s reflection at night. 

●​ Stay hydrated: Hanoi’s weather can be humid, so bring water if exploring on foot. 

●​ Respect cultural sites: Follow local customs when visiting temples and 

memorials. 

A trip to Hanoi is incomplete without visiting Hoan Kiem Lake. Whether you’re drawn to its 

tranquil beauty, historical significance, or vibrant surroundings, this iconic lake offers an 

unforgettable experience. Plan your visit today and immerse yourself in the timeless charm 

of Hanoi’s most beloved landmark. 

For detailed guides on other exclusive destinations, local delicacies, and travel tips, explore 

more articles from Vietnam Airlines. Stay updated on our latest promotions and services to 

make your journey even more exceptional! 

 

 


	Hoan Kiem Lake – The Iconic Symbol of Hanoi You Shouldn’t Miss 
	1. Hoan Kiem Lake: An Overview 
	1.1. The Ideal Location of Hoan Kiem Lake 
	1.2. The Long-Standing History of Hoan Kiem Lake 

	2. 3 Reasons Why Hoan Kiem Lake Is a Must-visit 
	3. Top 5+ Scenic Spots at Hoan Kiem Lake 
	3.1. Thap Rua 
	3.2. Ngoc Son Temple 
	3.3. The Huc Bridge 
	3.4. Thap But 
	3.5. The Monument of Determination 
	3.6. Ba Kieu Temple 

	4. Hoan Kiem Lake Nearby Attractions 
	4.1. Ho Guom Walking Street 
	4.2. Hanoi Post Office 
	4.3. Ly Thai To Flower Garden 
	4.4. Hanoi Opera House 
	4.5. Thang Long Water Puppet Theatre 
	4.6. Hanoi Old Quarter 

	5. 3+ Ways to Get to Hoan Kiem Lake 


