Nurturing the Children of the Sky:
Bioethical, Developmental, and
Sociopolitical Frameworks for
Child-Rearing Beyond Earth

Author: David S. Brody
Subject: Human Reproduction, Development and Child Rights in Space Environments

Date: March 26, 2026

Abstract

As Humanity transitions from temporary orbital outposts to permanent settlements beyond
Earth, the biological and ethical viability of human reproduction and healthy child development
becomes the primary bottleneck for species expansion. This paper synthesizes
multidisciplinary research conducted for the documentary film Children of the Sky: Can We
Raise Kids in Space? (writer/director: David S. Brody), and surveys certain pertinent
peer-reviewed findings in space medicine, ethics, and law. Expert interviewees appearing in the
film are quoted. | examine critical physiological stressors of low-gravity and high-radiation
environments, and chemical toxicities, on fetal and pediatric development, alongside the
sociopolitical challenges of citizenship, parental sovereignty, and the "birthright" of Earth. |
introduce the Nurturing View—a functional extension of the Overview Effect (creator: Frank
White)—as a theoretical framework that prioritizes the developmental requirements of children
as the fundamental driver for space architecture and governance. Furthermore, the paper
draws a parallel between the guided evolution of Humanity for space adaptability and the
guided development of Artificial General Intelligence (AGI), arguing that both represent a shift
toward intentional design requiring a heightened level of emotional and ethical maturity.
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