
7.2  Las expresiones de TENER 
 

The verb TENER literally means TO HAVE.  Let’s review the conjugation. 
 

Yo tengo - I have Nosotr@s tenemos - we have 

Tú tienes - you (informal) have Vosotr@s tenéis - you (guys) have 

Usted tiene - you (formal) have Ustedes tienen - you all have 

Él / ella tiene - (he / she / it) has  Ell@s tienen - (they) have 
 
 

TENER is used in special expressions such as the 2 below: 

 
TENER QUE + Infinitive verb = TO HAVE (to do something) 

  

      Ex:  Nosotros tenemos que salir en 10 minutos. →  We have to leave in 10 minutes. 
              Mamá no tiene que trabajar esta semana.      → Mom does not have to work this week.  
 
 

Use TENER QUE + Infinitive to write 4 sentences about what you HAVE TO DO typically. 
See examples. 
 

1.​ ______________________________________________________________________ 

2.​ ______________________________________________________________________ 

3.​ ______________________________________________________________________ 

4.​ ______________________________________________________________________ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
TENER GANAS DE + Infinitive verb = TO FEEL LIKE (doing something) 
 

     Ex:  No tengo ganas de ir al cine hoy.      → I do not feel like going to the movies today.             
           ¿Qué tienes ganas de hacer ahora?  → What do you feel like doing now? 
 

Use TENER GANAS DE + Infinitive to write 4 sentences about what you typically FEEL LIKE doing 
See examples. 
 

1.​ ______________________________________________________________________ 

2.​ ______________________________________________________________________ 

3.​ ______________________________________________________________________ 

4.​ ______________________________________________________________________ 



 
 

HERE ARE SOME MORE EXPRESSIONS USING TENER 
 

1.​ tener (mucha) hambre​ to be (very) hungry / to have (much) hunger 

2.​ tener (mucha) sed​ ​ to be (very) thirsty / to have (much) thirst 

3.​ tener (mucha) prisa​ to be in a (big) hurry 

4.​ tener (mucho) sueño​ to be (very) sleepy 

5.​ tener razón​ ​ ​ to be right / to be correct 

6.​ tener (mucho) frío​ ​ to be (very) cold 

7.​ tener (mucho) calor​ to be (very) hot 

8.​ tener (mucho) miedo​ to be (very) afraid / to have (a lot of) fear  

        9.  tener celos​ ​ ​ to be jealous / to have envy 

      10.  tener cuidado​ ​ to be careful 

      11.  tener (buena / mala) suerte ​ to have (good / bad) luck 

     12.  tener vértigo​ ​ to have fear of height 

     13.  tener éxito​ ​ ​ to have success / to be successful 

     14.  tener vergüenza​ ​ to be embarrassed / to be ashamed   

     15.  tener…..años​ ​ to be….years old​

 

USEFUL TRANSITION EXPRESSIONS 

por eso - that’s why / therefore:  (Quiero tener éxito y por eso estudio mucho). 

así que - so:  (Ella no tiene hambre, así que no quiere ir al restaurante). 
 

​

EXAMPLES: 

1.​ ¿Cuántos años tienes?  -  How old are you?​
(Literally - How many years do you have?).​
 

2.​ (Yo) tengo 11 años.  -  I am 11 years old.​
(Literally  - I have 11 years)​
 

3.​ Los estudiantes tienen mucha hambre.  -  The students are hungry.​
(Literally  - the students have a lot of hunger)​
 

4.​ ¿De qué tienes miedo?  -  What are you afraid of?​
(Literally - Of what do you have fear?)  

 


