
An Anti-Racist Reading (and Action!) List 

On taking action inside your organization 
●​ Highlighted! How to get your organization's anti-racism work unstuck, by Healing 

Solidarity Advisory Circle, 26 May 2021 
●​ Highlighted! Professional do-gooders, here’s 14 ways to be in action against anti-Black 

racism, by Healing Solidarity Advisory Circle, 1 June 2020 
●​ Policymakers and racial justice activists came together to discuss decolonising aid. 

Here’s what happened…, The New Humanitarian, 11 August 2022 
●​ Racism in aid sector is a hangover of colonialism, says scathing report by MPs, 

Guardian UK, 23 June 2022 
●​ Dollars and Dissent: Donor Support for Grassroots Organizing and Nonviolent 

Movements, Benjamin Naimark-Rowse, September 2022 
●​ Inhabiting Worlds Where Black Lives Really Matter, Ari Sahagún, 24 February 2022 
●​ How racism manifests itself in NGO culture and structures, Lena Bheeroo and Andres 

Gomez de la Torre, 6 April 2022 
●​ Time to Decolonise Aid: Insights and lessons from a global consultation, Peace Direct, 

Adeso, the Alliance for Peacebuilding, and Women of Color Advancing Peace and 
Security, November 2020 

●​ ‘Grassroots means no brains': How to tackle racism in the aid sector, by Rashida 
Petersen and Jennifer Lentfer, in Guardian UK, 4 August 2017 

●​ A Blueprint for Black Lives Matter in the Development Sector, by Hannah Rhyder, 29 
June 2020 

●​ How Funders Can Deepen Their Support for a Black-led Movement Ecosystem, by 
Rajasvini Bhansali and Nwamaka Agbo, 20 October 2020 

●​ Time to dismantle racism in international development, Bond UK, 17 June 2020 
●​ What capacities might white people in international development need to build in 

ourselves in order to commit to anti-racist practice?, Mary Ann Clements, 23 July 2020 
●​ DEI Approach is No Longer Relevant: Operationalizing Racial Justice in Non-Profit 

Organizations, Maggie Potapchuk, 7 August 2020 
●​ "A lot of talk but not much action": Are charities finally ready to tackle institutional 

racism?, Emily Burt, 3 August 2020 
●​ We must translate anti-racism statements into action, by Dorothy Peprah, 30 Jun 2020 
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https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-how-to-get-your-organization-s-anti-racism-work-unstuck-99988
http://healingsolidarity.org/
http://healingsolidarity.org/
https://medium.com/@intldogooder/professional-do-gooders-heres-14-ways-to-be-in-action-against-anti-black-racism-88bbe4361ea0
https://medium.com/@intldogooder/professional-do-gooders-heres-14-ways-to-be-in-action-against-anti-black-racism-88bbe4361ea0
http://healingsolidarity.org/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/the-wrap/2022/08/11/Decolonising-aid-racial-justice-humanitarian-reform
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/the-wrap/2022/08/11/Decolonising-aid-racial-justice-humanitarian-reform
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2022/jun/23/racism-in-aid-sector-is-a-hangover-of-colonialism-says-scathing-report-by-mps
https://www.nonviolent-conflict.org/dollars-and-dissent/
https://www.nonviolent-conflict.org/dollars-and-dissent/
https://www.yesmagazine.org/opinion/2022/02/24/where-black-lives-really-matter
https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2022/04/how-racism-manifests-itself-in-ngo-culture-and-structures
https://www.peacedirect.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/PD-Decolonising-Aid-Report.pdf?mkt_tok=Njg1LUtCTC03NjUAAAF8-hAeAooXllf-iYLydXxYMOmWFpgCuorNL75sElmsjYbBr7OMmdkvRWl20Xw28yrjTD4__HTfSDSLTLHbIKyga8W5H87fQzL350x9cHz7aLx3
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2017/aug/04/grassroots-means-no-brains-how-to-tackle-racism-in-the-aid-sector
https://www.globaldashboard.org/2020/06/29/a-blueprint-for-black-lives-matter-in-the-development-sector/
https://www.insidephilanthropy.com/home/2020/10/20/how-funders-can-intensify-efforts-to-resource-a-black-led-movement-ecosystem
https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2020/06/time-to-dismantle-racism-in-international-development?fbclid=IwAR10v7vIUCVIcPhCKZVz46JujRl0QVY2gR3YDjBnD641AQlFOsIJM27najo
https://medium.com/@maryannmhina/what-capacities-might-we-as-white-people-in-international-development-need-to-build-in-ourselves-49e765a3151b
https://medium.com/@maryannmhina/what-capacities-might-we-as-white-people-in-international-development-need-to-build-in-ourselves-49e765a3151b
https://medium.com/@mpotapchuk_52177/dei-approach-is-no-longer-relevant-operationalizing-racial-justice-in-non-profit-organizations-potapchuk-b37b5a0d2ca0
https://medium.com/@mpotapchuk_52177/dei-approach-is-no-longer-relevant-operationalizing-racial-justice-in-non-profit-organizations-potapchuk-b37b5a0d2ca0
https://www.thirdsector.co.uk/a-lot-talk-not-action-charities-finally-ready-tackle-institutional-racism/article/1690299
https://www.thirdsector.co.uk/a-lot-talk-not-action-charities-finally-ready-tackle-institutional-racism/article/1690299
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-we-must-translate-anti-racism-statements-into-action-97591
https://collective.healingsolidarity.org


An Anti-Racist Reading (and Action!) List 
●​ From rhetoric to action — an equity roadmap for the aid community, by Roxanne 

Paisible in Devex, 22 June 2020 
●​ Beyond lip service: Tackling racism in your development organisation, Lauren Reese in 

The New Humanitarian, 17 June 2020 
●​ On equity in the international development sector — we need more intravists, by 

Blessing Omakwu in Devex, 5 June 2020 
●​ INGOs can help dismantle development's 'white gaze,' PopWorks Africa founder says, 

Devex, 6 January 2020 
●​ So What Do We Do Next?, by Marissa Germain, 23 June 2020 
●​ Difficult Conversations: Why International Practitioners Must Do More to Address 

Racism at Home, Dost Bardouille, CDA Learning, June 2020 
●​ Realizing Diversity, Accelerating Impact: State of Diversity in Global Social Impact, 2018, 

Farah Mahesri, Quantum Impact 
●​ What role can privileged white people play in international development?, by Mary Ann 

Clements in Bright Magazine, 24 October 2018 
●​ The only way to fight racism in our sector, by Jennifer Lentfer, 15 July 2018 

 

Online resources 
●​ The Healing Solidarity Collective - online platform (and yearly conference and ’Getting 

Ourselves Together’ practice group) created to reimagine #globaldev  
●​ how-matters.org 
●​ www.diasporicdevelopment.org - creating a safe space for Black people in the sector 

who want to be connectors, influencers and change makers 
●​ www.agency.ngo  
●​ Decolonialfutures.net 
●​ Time to Listen: Hearing People on the Receiving End of International Aid, CDA 

Learning (Here's some highlights of the book.) 
●​ Community-Centric Fundraising 
●​ Pop Works Africa & #BlackWomenInDev 
●​ nowhitesaviors.org  
●​ www.dismantlingracism.org & Me and White Supremacy workbook  
●​ Racism in the aid sector: Initial findings 2020, Thomson Reuters & Aid Works 
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https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-from-rhetoric-to-action-an-equity-roadmap-for-the-aid-community-97531#.XvIdL-AMV6I.linkedin
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/opinion/2020/06/17/diversity-inclusion-aid-agency-reform-black-lives-matter?fbclid=IwAR2ZORvRuAva17e8i3H2r5iNXLK-NhAdJBILy6wQMTnYaNNqSlFTsipiOyk
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-on-equity-in-the-international-development-sector-we-need-more-intravists-97404?fbclid=IwAR3OaeFjp3ORetHtVvHOwnqYjbV-LlmsnRx9YfrGjfXcBB5YPdcGUlzFNXk
https://www.devex.com/news/ingos-can-help-dismantle-development-s-white-gaze-popworks-africa-founder-says-96237?fbclid=IwAR1nuI4UyUjf7mhfSbpP4-n_zpJgBgms3ZrupOJ35qJ5WtYRZ_icpQWj9Uo
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/so-what-do-we-next-marissa-germain/
https://www.cdacollaborative.org/blog/difficult-conversations-why-international-practitioners-must-do-more-to-address-racism-at-home/
https://www.cdacollaborative.org/blog/difficult-conversations-why-international-practitioners-must-do-more-to-address-racism-at-home/
https://89517d84-cf11-46d9-918b-143d061848df.filesusr.com/ugd/517a10_f7e2aecd0b004ea18f8566dc2636e110.pdf
https://brightthemag.com/white-supremacy-race-ngo-what-role-can-white-privilege-people-play-international-development-3c648c7252e9
http://www.how-matters.org/2018/07/15/the-only-way-to-fight-racism-in-our-sector/
https://collective.healingsolidarity.org/
https://healingsolidarity.org
https://healingsolidarity.org/getting-ourselves-together/
https://healingsolidarity.org/getting-ourselves-together/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/globaldev?src=hashtag_click
http://www.how-matters.org/?s=racism
https://www.diasporicdevelopment.org/
http://www.agency.ngo
https://decolonialfutures.net/
https://www.cdacollaborative.org/publication/time-to-listen-hearing-people-on-the-receiving-end-of-international-aid/
http://www.how-matters.org/2013/01/23/not-your-usual-listening-exercise/
https://communitycentricfundraising.org
https://www.popworksafrica.org/
https://www.popworksafrica.org/blackwomenindev
https://nowhitesaviors.org
http://www.dismantlingracism.org/
https://www.meandwhitesupremacybook.com/
https://youtu.be/IcxyNatJFts
https://collective.healingsolidarity.org
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Tools to enhance your practice and resources for work 
●​ White Supremacy Culture within organizations  
●​ White Women doing White Supremacy in Nonprofit Culture, By Heather Laine Talley 
●​ Whiteness at Work, Adaway Group 
●​ Resmaa Menakem www.resmaa.com - resources on racialized trauma and healing 
●​ Designing Healing Organizations 
●​ HEADS UP checklist, by Vanessa de Oliveira (Andreotti) 

○​ Hegemony 
○​ Ethnocentrism 
○​ Ahistoricism 
○​ Depoliticisation 
○​ Salvationism 
○​ Uncomplicated solutions 
○​ Paternalism 

●​ Remember, how WEIRD your experience is! 
○​ W - Western 
○​ E - Educated 
○​ I - Industrialized 
○​ R - Rich 
○​ D - emocratic 

●​ Liberating Structures 
●​ Everything Worthwhile Is Done With Other People, Mariame Kaba 
●​ Mapping Our Social Change Roles in Times of Crisis, by Deepa Iyer 
●​ Harvard Implicit Bias Quiz: https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html  

Keep learning from others’ lived experiences in our sector  
(articles in chronological order - scroll to the bottom of this list so you know this 
conversation is not new) 

●​ Highlighted! Uprooting racism in grantmaking, by Jane Tanner, Kamna Muralidharan 
and Kate Hitchcock in Alliance Magazine, 17 May 2021 

●​ Highlighted! How international NGOs racialise and silence Palestinian civil society, by 
Falastine Saleh, 2 January 2025 
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http://www.cwsworkshop.org/PARC_site_B/dr-culture.html
https://equityinthecenter.org/white-women-doing-white-supremacy-in-nonprofit-culture/
https://adawaygroup.com/rework-recording/
https://www.resmaa.com/books
https://naomistanford.com/2019/07/22/designing-healing-organisations/
http://globalwh.at/heads-up-checklist-by-vanessa-de-oliveira-andreotti/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/behavioral-and-brain-sciences/article/weirdest-people-in-the-world/BF84F7517D56AFF7B7EB58411A554C17
http://www.liberatingstructures.com/
https://adimagazine.com/articles/mariame-kaba-everything-worthwhile-is-done-with-other-people/
https://medium.com/@dviyer/mapping-our-social-change-roles-in-times-of-crisis-8bbe71a8ab01
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html
https://www.alliancemagazine.org/analysis/uprooting-racism-in-grantmaking/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/palestine-international-ngos-racialise-silence-civil-society-how
https://collective.healingsolidarity.org


An Anti-Racist Reading (and Action!) List 
●​ Highlighted! White Saviorism in International Development: Theories, Practices and 

Lived Experiences, anthology by Themrise Khan, Kanakulya Dickson and Maïka 
Sondarjee, 2023. 

●​ Uncharitable Reading (a comic), by Yazan Al-Saadi and Hicham Rahma, 6 March 2023 
●​ Localisation only pays lip service to fixing aid’s colonial legacy, Maha Shuayb, 8 

February 2022 
●​ Racism doesn’t just exist within aid. It’s the structure the sector is built on, Themrise 

Khan, 31 August 2021 
●​ Decolonising aid is not supposed to be easy, Moky Makura, 23 August 2021 
●​ Dear White Women In International Development, Lazenya Weekes-Richemond, 18 

August 2021 
●​ A racial reckoning at nonprofits: Black women demand better pay, opportunities, 

Washington Post, 11 July 2021 
●​ Seeping Racism & The Paradox Of "Doing Good": What It's Like To Be A Black Woman 

In Leadership In The Development Sector, Joan Okitoi-Heisig, 23 April 2021 
●​ When defensive becomes offensive, La Mehdood, 31 March 2021 
●​ My privilege has given me opportunities. It’s time to use that privilege, Mohammed Ali, 

25 February 2021 
●​ Can Development Aid ever be Anti-Racist? Neha Kagal, 19 February 2021 
●​ BIPoC in NGOs: Beware of Posting on Facebook, You Could Offend White Peers, Maria 

Rebeca Ortiz, 10 February 2021 
●​ Why diversity, equity, and inclusion alone won't dismantle structural racism in globaldev, 

Angela Bruce-Raeburn, 9 February 2021 
●​ Decolonisation is a comfortable buzzword for the aid sector, Themrise Khan, 15 January 

2021 
●​ From Words to Action: How to Begin to Dismantle Racism in Global Health and 

Development, Angela Bruce Raeburn, 15 January 2021 
●​ So You’ve Hired a Diversity and Inclusion Expert? Here Are Six Ways You Could Be 

Undermining Them, Leila Billing, 11 January 2021 
●​ Gender Equality NGOs, Stop Patronizing Us. An African Woman’s Perspective, Mwikali 

Mutune, 4 December 2020  
●​ How Women of Colour Are Fighting to ‘Decolonise’ Global Aid, Vice, 26 Nov 2020 
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https://darajapress.com/publication/the-white-savior-complex-in-international-development-theory-practice-and-lived-experiences
https://darajapress.com/publication/the-white-savior-complex-in-international-development-theory-practice-and-lived-experiences
https://thenib.com/inhumanitarian-workers/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/opinion/2022/2/8/Localisation-lip-service-fixing-aid-colonial-legacy
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/aug/31/racism-doesnt-just-exist-within-aid-its-the-structure-the-sector-is-built-on
https://www.alliancemagazine.org/blog/decolonising-aid-is-not-supposed-to-be-easy/
https://medium.com/amplify/dear-white-women-in-international-development-4164f5f219a0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/social-issues/nonprofit-black-women-racial-discrimination/2021/07/11/e23cb810-d2da-11eb-a53a-3b5450fdca7a_story.html
https://blackballad.co.uk/views-voices/black-women-ngo-leadership-racism?listIds=590867cea8c0bab2039c3ac5&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=bb-organic
https://blackballad.co.uk/views-voices/black-women-ngo-leadership-racism?listIds=590867cea8c0bab2039c3ac5&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=bb-organic
https://lamehdood.wordpress.com/2021/03/31/when-defensive-becomes-offensive/
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-my-privilege-has-given-me-opportunities-it-s-time-to-use-that-privilege-99153
https://medium.com/we-need-to-talk-reckonings-in-the-international/can-development-aid-ever-be-anti-racist-8ca1c505fa70
https://ortiz-m-rebeca.medium.com/bipoc-in-ngos-beware-of-posting-on-facebook-you-could-offend-white-peers-3b65b344179d
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-why-diversity-equity-and-inclusion-alone-won-t-dismantle-structural-racism-in-globaldev-98984?fbclid=IwAR1uO4Y4C1tSfXQxKZrWN6AXhKVVJe459-Il9XmE058kB339r0nKw2Ex13Q
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/decolonisation-comfortable-buzzword-aid-sector/
https://www.vitalstrategies.org/vital-stories-from-words-to-action-how-to-begin-to-dismantle-racism-in-global-health-and-development/?fbclid=IwAR1gtO7zJGdancVN2IlUQFAnUHtoElwzc9M5SFTnindJXOisj53ZaRnkb6Q
https://www.vitalstrategies.org/vital-stories-from-words-to-action-how-to-begin-to-dismantle-racism-in-global-health-and-development/?fbclid=IwAR1gtO7zJGdancVN2IlUQFAnUHtoElwzc9M5SFTnindJXOisj53ZaRnkb6Q
https://medium.com/swlh/so-youve-hired-a-diversity-and-inclusion-expert-here-are-six-ways-you-could-be-undermining-them-5f0b47b1c522
https://medium.com/swlh/so-youve-hired-a-diversity-and-inclusion-expert-here-are-six-ways-you-could-be-undermining-them-5f0b47b1c522
https://karmacolonialism.org/gender-equality-ngos-stop-patronizing-us-an-african-womans-perspective/
https://www.vice.com/en/article/dy879a/how-women-of-colour-are-fighting-to-decolonise-global-aid
https://collective.healingsolidarity.org
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●​ We Need to Start Talking about Race, Power, and Privilege in the Education in 

Emergencies Sector, Jessica Oddy, 16 November 2020 
●​ Exclusive: Half aid workers report racism at work in past year - poll, Reuters, 30 October 

2020 
●​ A hard look in the mirror: reflecting on racism and whiteness in the development sector, 

Kiza Magendane and Yannicke Goris, 24 September 2020 
●​ How (and why) to compensate people of colour for their emotional labour, AidWorks, 21 

September 2020 
●​ Closing the race gap in philanthropy demands radical candour, Kennedy Odede, 7 

September 2020 
●​ Bearing witness inside MSF, Arnab Majumdar, 18 August 2020 
●​ I've seen first-hand the toxic racism in international women's rights groups, Lori 

Adelman, 17 August 2020 
●​ The South matters -- for the South, Themrise Khan, 2 August 2020 
●​ Black Lives Matter: The emotional toll of speaking up, Cynthia Keza Birikundavyi, 21 July 

2020 
●​ “Our African colleagues”: On the limits of diversity in development, by Faten Aggad, 21 

July 2020 
●​ Can a chief executive ‘apologise’ for racism and stay? by Angela Bruce Raeburn, 16 July 

2020 
●​ Discrimination and prejudice in development, by Célestin Monga, 15 July 2020 
●​ Decolonising aid, again, by Paul Currion, 13 July 2020 
●​ Who Speaks for the Global South Recipients of Aid?, by Themrise Khan, 7 July 2020 
●​ It's time the UN faced up to its treatment of black people like me, by Rosebell Kagumire, 

6 July 2020 
●​ Why global development needs Black activism, by Natalie Lartey, IIED, 25 June 2020 
●​ White Supremacy In Global Health, by Anu Kumar, 18 June 2020 
●​ A World in Which Many Worlds Fit by Aarathi Krishnan & Rahul Chandran in Global 

Dashboard, 16 June 2020 
●​ Doing good and being racist, by Corinne Gray in The New Humanitarian, 15 Jun 2020 
●​ The aid sector must do more to tackle its white supremacy problem, by Anonymous in 

The Guardian UK, 15 June 2020 
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https://medium.com/rethinking-education/we-need-to-start-talking-about-race-power-and-privilege-in-the-education-in-emergencies-sector-51cf06ac202a
https://medium.com/rethinking-education/we-need-to-start-talking-about-race-power-and-privilege-in-the-education-in-emergencies-sector-51cf06ac202a
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-global-aid-racism-exclusive-trfn/exclusive-half-aid-workers-report-racism-at-work-in-past-year-poll-idUSKBN27F1SE
https://www.thebrokeronline.eu/a-hard-look-in-the-mirror-reflecting-on-racism-and-whiteness-in-the-development-sector/
https://www.aidworks.org.uk/how-and-why-to-compensate-people-of-colour-for-their-emotional-labour/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/sep/07/closing-the-race-gap-in-philanthropy-demands-radical-candour
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/opinion/first-person/2020/08/18/MSF-Amsterdam-aid-institutional-racism
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/aug/17/ive-seen-first-hand-the-toxic-racism-in-international-womens-rights-groups?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://lamehdood.wordpress.com/2020/08/02/the-south-matters-for-the-south/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/opinion/2020/07/21/emotional-labour-black-lives-matter-humanitarian-NGOs
https://africanarguments.org/2020/07/21/our-african-colleagues-on-the-limits-of-diversity-in-development/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/opinion/2020/07/16/me-too-Black-lives-matter-ngos-racism?fbclid=IwAR0R9OKnVFXejMdV8Y_Yx7Ee1T5C9eGBJ4FTrBugu5nSxbY6ZhjKdbURtdY
https://www-brookings-edu.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.brookings.edu/blog/future-development/2020/07/15/discrimination-and-prejudice-in-development/amp/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/opinion/2020/07/13/decolonisation-aid-humanitarian-development-racism-black-lives-matter?utm_source=The+New+Humanitarian&utm_campaign=c8902f1fc9-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_MEMBERSHIP_2_2_2020_07_17&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-c8902f1fc9-75632666
https://www.globaldashboard.org/2020/07/07/who-speaks-for-the-global-south-recipients-of-aid/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/jul/06/its-time-the-un-faced-up-to-its-treatment-of-black-people-like-me
https://www.iied.org/why-global-development-needs-black-activism
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/white-supremacy-global-health
https://www.globaldashboard.org/2020/06/16/a-world-in-which-many-worlds-fit/?fbclid=IwAR1rZZOWMSkI2HdVEW_ukLdTS4lfRz4B_zHQff5lSE3C0Epzx4tZXJHH51M
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/opinion/2020/06/15/United-Nations-racism-black-lives-matter?fbclid=IwAR1zosB7Y2rbaRwISZqqXpRElkw4uHmxPmvuMSC_6u7Ep2xw2k6N38nTC-I
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/jun/15/the-aid-sector-must-do-more-to-tackle-its-white-supremacy-problem?fbclid=IwAR2dXMPjW6hOOpzUTbkEq8nwK7IiW0FD4UmLLD_P7IUiMPyax5w-IzBej8w
https://collective.healingsolidarity.org


An Anti-Racist Reading (and Action!) List 
●​ The hustle — white saviors and hashtag activism, by Angela Bruce-Raeburn in Devex, 

12 June 2020 
●​ Aid workers: It’s time to practise what you preach, by Thandie Mwape Villadsen in The 

New Humanitarian, 8 June 2020 
●​ White Privilege: Overcoming Denial, Silence and Shame by Gemma Houldey, 8 June 

2020 
●​ Being Black Working In a White Male-dominated Aid Industry, by Rosebell Kagumire in 

African Feminism, 8 June 2020 
●​ Is racism part of our reluctance to localise humanitarian action? by Hugo Slim, 5 Jun 

2020 
●​ Have nonprofits and philanthropy become the “white moderate” that Dr. King warned us 

about?, by Vu Le, 1 June 2020 
●​ How White People Conquered the Non-Profit Industry (And why they won’t be going 

anywhere, anytime soon), by Anastasia Reesa Tomkin, 28 April 2020 
●​ An open letter to International NGOs who are looking to ‘localise’ their operations, 

OpenDemocracy (be sure to check out the signatories in the comments), 8 Mar 2020 
●​ Not fit for this future, by Aarathi Krishnan, 6 April 2020 
●​ Our Silenced Voices: What we lose while working with international “humanitarian” 

organizations, by Ayah Al-Oballi, 5 January 2020 
●​ The tyranny of “technical expertise”, by Arbie Baguios, 20 December 2019 
●​ Philanthropists Bench Women of Color, the M.V.P.s of Social Change, by Vanessa 

Daniel, 19 November 2019 
●​ White optimism and the erasures of racism in global development, by Dr. Arathi 

Sriprakash, 7 November 2019 
●​ Decentring the white gaze of development, by Robtel Neajai Pailey, 1 October 2019 
●​ 'Development' is colonialism in disguise, Arturo Escobar, Ashish Kothari, Ariel Salleh, 

Federico Demaria and Alberto Acosta, 9 September 2019 
●​ The Politics of Funding and Funders: My Personal Experience, Fungai Machirori, 31 July 

2019 
●​ Degan Ali on the systemic racism impacting humanitarian responses, Q&A in Devex, 20 

June 2019 
●​ The Bias of ‘Professionalism’ Standards, by Aysa Gray, 4 June 2019 
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https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-the-hustle-white-saviors-and-hashtag-activism-97463?fbclid=IwAR3uRwvqtDVNBf0TK-JbnTTpSr4zf-U2zTlvhMCfwqOcfGAl5ZwiEryoyk8
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/opinion/2020/06/08/aid-work-black-lives-matter-racism-international-humanitarian-system?fbclid=IwAR1WxGxo1HCrYEvlYTsbOB07LhIBoLTLXr98evRfG9iiv7W7j-JzA4sbe3M
https://gemmahouldey.com/white-privilege-overcoming-denial-silence-and-shame/
https://africanfeminism.com/being-black-and-working-in-a-white-male-dominated-aid-industry-by-rosebell-kagumire/
https://odihpn.org/blog/is-racism-part-of-our-reluctance-to-localise-humanitarian-action/?fbclid=IwAR3ZQib7SG9Q3Xz6lKLBrd-53wgxnVgNaKpy1qRkECUr0ve6AtDSntFR13Y
https://nonprofitaf.com/2020/06/have-nonprofit-and-philanthropy-become-the-white-moderate-that-dr-king-warned-us-about/
https://nonprofitaf.com/2020/06/have-nonprofit-and-philanthropy-become-the-white-moderate-that-dr-king-warned-us-about/
https://medium.com/an-injustice/how-white-people-conquered-the-non-profit-industry-c1221cd93a83
https://medium.com/an-injustice/how-white-people-conquered-the-non-profit-industry-c1221cd93a83
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/transformation/an-open-letter-to-international-ngos-who-are-looking-to-localise-their-operations/?fbclid=IwAR3qbLuCAVHJVmcUXBj4xY_uHosTthitxrNFpPFHzHRzEQ2zb9j5iKIxn9s
https://medium.com/@akrishnan23/not-fit-for-this-future-61570c196d53
https://www.7iber.com/society/our-silenced-voices-what-we-lose-while-working-with-international-humanitarian-organizations/?fbclid=IwAR25e4cA0TUSR1YPkcCzaOqU7yxfjCPMlXHu0WEImY0gDYWmCBT8oxQp6Po
https://www.7iber.com/society/our-silenced-voices-what-we-lose-while-working-with-international-humanitarian-organizations/?fbclid=IwAR25e4cA0TUSR1YPkcCzaOqU7yxfjCPMlXHu0WEImY0gDYWmCBT8oxQp6Po
https://medium.com/@aidreimagined/the-tyranny-of-technical-expertise-bb2be3018056
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/19/opinion/philanthropy-black-women.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.ids.ac.uk/events/white-optimism-and-the-erasures-of-racism-in-global-development/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/dech.12550
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/oureconomy/development-colonialism-disguise/?fbclid=IwAR2zXqxvVitMHPu963ZqYDkbYFmIDH3xmvoR4eZ9fTEch-E_osq0l5LcT08
https://fungaineni.net/2019/07/31/the-politics-of-funding-and-funders-my-personal-experience/?fbclid=IwAR03gRq0bLb6JjzYkbvB8TDe1lsMD3n635HWGgxvfwhg2uthEyRGy3EnHz0
https://www.devex.com/news/q-a-degan-ali-on-the-systemic-racism-impacting-humanitarian-responses-95083
https://ssir.org/articles/entry/the_bias_of_professionalism_standards
https://collective.healingsolidarity.org


An Anti-Racist Reading (and Action!) List 
●​ We need to talk about racism — in the development sector, by George Jones, 6 March 

2019 
●​ The dangers of NGO-isation of women’s rights in Africa, Hala Al-Karib, in Al-Jazeera, 13 

December 2018 
●​ We need to talk about racism in the aid sector, by Tindyebwa Agaba & Anonymous in 

Open Democracy, 7 December 2018 
●​ De-colonising development is both personal and political, by Grace Labeodan, 18 July 

2018 
●​ The cost of diversity without inclusion, by Rosebell Kagumire, 8 June 2018 
●​ The encounter, by Rajasvini Bhansali, 18 May 2018 
●​ What now? Beyond the #OxfamScandal, by Marie-Rose Romain Murphy, 26 Feb 2018 
●​ When the fox guards the hen house, by Angela Bruce-Raeburn, 16 February 2018 
●​ Reparations as Philanthropy: Radically Rethinking « Giving » in Africa, Uzodinma 

Iweala, 11 November 2017 
●​ Why grassroots activists should resist being ‘professionalised’ into an NGO, by Sunil 

Babu Pant, in The Guardian UK, 7 July 2017 
●​ 'International development' is a loaded term. It's time for a rethink, Jennifer Lentfer, in 

The Guardian UK 3 May 2017 
●​ Wrestling with my white fragility, by Jennifer Lentfer, Open Democracy, 15 Dec 2016 
●​ The White-Savior Industrial Complex, by Teju Cole, 21 March 2012 
●​ The elephant hasn’t left the room: Racism, power & international aid, by Sasha Rabsey, 

17 January 2012 
●​ “Development aid and racism” by Jacob Holdt - an essay from 1981(!) 

Give a listen 
●​ Event Recordings/Summaries: Decolonising Humanitarian Action, Racism & White 

Privilege in Humanitarian Aid, Women In Dev Presents: Donors and Movements, 
Decolonising Aid: (Part1) Humanitarian ‘neutrality’ and ‘White Supremacy, The West’s 
humanitarian reckoning, How to be Anti-Racist in Aid, How May We Help You? A 
Conversation on Consent in Global Development 

●​ Embodying Change: Cultivating Caring and Compassionate Organisations: A podcast on 
cultivating care and compassion in aid and development, CHS Alliance 
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https://medium.com/@george_jones/we-need-to-talk-about-racism-in-the-development-sector-69cfed33ea02
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/dangers-ngo-isation-women-rights-africa-181212102656547.html
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/shine-a-light/racism-humanitarian-aid-sector/?fbclid=IwAR0IVBoO-fX2EAe_kdukeB_lNJ6kxYgY-6h3zVLgRBlIfp9imB25abj3swE
http://www.how-matters.org/2018/07/11/de-colonising-development-is-both-personal-and-political/
http://www.how-matters.org/2018/06/08/the-cost-of-diversity-without-inclusion/
http://www.how-matters.org/2018/05/18/the-encounter/
http://www.how-matters.org/2018/02/26/what-now-beyond-the-oxfam-scandal/
http://www.how-matters.org/2018/02/16/when-the-fox-guards-the-hen-house/
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2017/11/10/reparations-as-philanthropy-radically-rethinking-giving-in-africa_5213130_3212.html
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2017/jul/07/why-grassroots-activists-should-resist-being-professionalised-into-an-ngo
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2017/may/03/international-development-is-a-loaded-term-its-time-for-a-rethink?fbclid=IwAR3Alz0y7s8Wze8WCsw5QHwx9aNl5PRXjIygX7WtDlqxNwSuu50w4mCxlZs
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/transformation/wrestling-with-my-white-fragility/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/03/the-white-savior-industrial-complex/254843/
http://www.how-matters.org/2012/01/17/the-elephant-hasnt-left-the-room/
http://www.american-pictures.com/english/racism/articles/aid.htm
https://youtu.be/w_uiGMm5qNM
https://youtu.be/OmC9C9To81c
https://youtu.be/OmC9C9To81c
https://youtu.be/ROwgPg_W95o
https://www.facebook.com/Adesoafrica/videos/742293743194383/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/opinion/2020/07/01/black-lives-matter-aid-power-rethinking-humanitarianism-takeaways?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=social
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/opinion/2020/07/01/black-lives-matter-aid-power-rethinking-humanitarianism-takeaways?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=social
https://medium.com/@aidreimagined/video-how-to-be-anti-racist-in-aid-a6eaebc54d3e
https://www.cgdev.org/event/how-may-we-help-you-conversation-consent-global-development
https://www.cgdev.org/event/how-may-we-help-you-conversation-consent-global-development
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/embodying-change-cultivating-caring-compassionate-organisations/id1510936283
https://collective.healingsolidarity.org


An Anti-Racist Reading (and Action!) List 
●​ Rethinking Development Podcast: Episodes address ethics, systemic challenges, 

experiences of power dyanamics, discrimination, microaggresions, accountability, etc. 
●​ Tiny Spark podcast: What Can We Do about the White Savior Complex? Episode on 

why racist and colonial structures persist in the sector and how they can be fought. 
●​ Power in the Pandemic Podcast: Dr. Robtel Neajai Pailey and Maria Faciolince talk 

racism and development 
●​ Change Making Women and The Feminist Leadership Project 
●​ Philanthropissed  
●​ The Ethical Rainmaker 
●​ Seeing White 

Other sector-specific reading lists 
●​ Resources on addressing racism in development and decolonizing development 

practice, by Alyssa Bovell: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18FvLUtgQWMroa50VILhoq_brBxw56MurbKrBgLT
CS9Q/mobilebasic?urp=gmail_link 

●​ #PowerShifts Resources: Anti-Racism in Development and Aid, Maria Faciolince, From 
Poverty to Power, Oxfam 

●​ 50 Shades of Aid Resource pack: Educate yourself on racism and #BlackLivesMatter: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ctkTGrcviCYHwDWxY-0m6GXOpW_Xh7f9spDJ8u
YViJM/edit?usp=sharing  

●​ Racism in the aid industry and international development-a curated collection, by Tobias 
Denskus: 
https://aidnography.blogspot.com/2020/06/racism-aid-industry-development-curated-coll
ection.html  

●​ Compiled resources on communicating social change, by Jennifer Lentfer: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1egKCiD3lH_yHiKDbnTBqDCOoFKXRPOdYCXlGe
JPB-3A/edit?usp=sharing 
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https://medium.com/rethinking-development-podcast
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/what-can-we-do-about-the-white-savior-complex/?fbclid=IwAR2AHCSQke7X-7ydhF9OrNDTAfugpKfKzbCP0R_X7GaTGBBZe3HOqkchP0c
https://powerinthepandemic.buzzsprout.com/833005/4144403-featured-voice-robtel-neajai-pailey-on-racism-in-development?fbclid=IwAR2Bhw_lrK22tr52GVjQjGm7C_dVi0W6EmDrSFJXVqhQtXcmAP9bVGVWE9c
http://changemakingwomen.com/
https://feministleadership.org/
https://www.philanthropissed.com/
https://www.theethicalrainmaker.com/
http://www.sceneonradio.org/seeing-white/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18FvLUtgQWMroa50VILhoq_brBxw56MurbKrBgLTCS9Q/mobilebasic?urp=gmail_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18FvLUtgQWMroa50VILhoq_brBxw56MurbKrBgLTCS9Q/mobilebasic?urp=gmail_link
https://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/powershifts-resources-anti-racism-in-development-and-aid/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ctkTGrcviCYHwDWxY-0m6GXOpW_Xh7f9spDJ8uYViJM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ctkTGrcviCYHwDWxY-0m6GXOpW_Xh7f9spDJ8uYViJM/edit?usp=sharing
https://aidnography.blogspot.com/2020/06/racism-aid-industry-development-curated-collection.html?fbclid=IwAR28DMyngUg48bW-z9aT85sv5LdTCKmQDJ5nsjB20wXs7ix7LhB03qWBMBk
https://aidnography.blogspot.com/2020/06/racism-aid-industry-development-curated-collection.html?fbclid=IwAR28DMyngUg48bW-z9aT85sv5LdTCKmQDJ5nsjB20wXs7ix7LhB03qWBMBk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1egKCiD3lH_yHiKDbnTBqDCOoFKXRPOdYCXlGeJPB-3A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1egKCiD3lH_yHiKDbnTBqDCOoFKXRPOdYCXlGeJPB-3A/edit?usp=sharing
https://collective.healingsolidarity.org
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