
 
 
 

Glenn Zucman 
 

glenn.zucman@csulb.edu 
 

Art 110 
 

Number of students: 143 this semester (up to 256 in previous semesters) 
 

School of Art 
 

College of the Arts 
 
 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
COTA Dean: Cyrus Parker-Jeannette 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I am available for the 4 meetings 
 
 

___________________________ 
(signature: Glenn Zucman) 

 
 
 

 



Art 110 
Students served per semester: 100 - 200 
I have taught this course every semester since 2005 
 
WHY DO YOU WISH TO CONVERT THE COURSE TO A HYBRID OR FLIPPED FORMAT? 
As the School of Art's flagship General Education course reaching out to the entire campus 
community, Art 110 should be available in as many formats as students desire to experience it 
in. Given the way students live, work, and learn in 2014, I believe the hybrid version of the 
course may come to be our most popular version. 
 
Students in 2014 are immersed in media. We acknowledged this fact when we took the books 
out of the 1st floor of the University Library and replaced them with a Starbucks and a computer 
lab.  While sipping on her latte a CSULB student has 5 screens in front of her: her own device, 
plus 4 more on the Starbucks wall. Our course design must appreciate and leverage the deeply 
wired nature of our digital native students. 
 
From teaching both 100% face-to-face and 100% online versions of this course I have come to 
believe that for many students the hybrid format will be ideal. While some students need the 
flexibility of 100% online, many feel a sense of loss at not spending time interacting with their 
peers. Equally, given the fast paced lives our students live, the speed with which they 
experience content, and the vast range of both content and experiences now at their fingertips, 
many students no longer seek the experience of 150 minutes a week of lecture. 
 
Our students spend a lot of time online, yet they also deeply value face-to-face experience. By 
embracing the power of both formats we can offer education that matches the way students live 
their lives today, simultaneously "IRL & URL". 
 
REASONS CONVERTING THIS COURSE TO A HYBRID FORMAT WILL ENHANCE STUDENT 
SUCCESS 
It makes sense for the School of Art to maximize enrollment in Art 110. Taught in UT-108 we 
have enough seats for 378 students. Yet as enrollment goes up, the course must become more 
generic to accommodate a wide range of learning styles, preparation, and experience. By 
maximizing online resources and student choice, a hybrid class could feature both large 
enrollment and large flexibility for individual students, something hard to achieve with traditional 
instruction. 
 
The CSULB School of Art offers a truly unique resource: 5 student art galleries with new 
exhibitions each week of the semester. The CSULB SOA Art Gallery Complex is a completely 
unique facility where students can consider 60 different exhibitions by 60 different student artists 
in a single semester. I am not aware of another American institution where students can have 
such a rich experience. The SOA Gallery Complex and University Art Museum are ideal for 
face-to-face instruction. For the academic aspects of the course students can work with faculty 
created video talks and other online materials, choosing special interest topics, and working at a 
pace and time slot that best meets their personal situation. 
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ART 110: INTRODUCTION TO 

THE VISUAL ARTS 

■ Section 2: Class No.5004 – F2F Course 

■ Instructor:  

CLASS 

• Tuesday 11 – 12:15, UT-108 

• Thursday 11 – 12:15, CSULB School of Art, Art Gallery Courtyard 

• Final: Thursday, December 11, 10:15 – 12:15, Art Gallery Courtyard 

OFFICE HOURS 

• Tuesday 12:15 – 12:45, School of Art, Art Gallery Courtyard 

• Thursday 12:15 – 12:45, School of Art, Art Gallery Courtyard 

• By Appointment, FO4-267 

CONTACT 

1. F2F: Before Class, After Class, Office Hours 

2. Group Chat: beacharts.ca/chat 

3. 1-2-1 Chat:  

4. Comment on any page at beacharts.ca 

5. email:  

ART110 – VISION 

In 1439 Johannes Gutenberg invented the printing press. In 1991 Tim Berners-Lee invented the 

World Wide Web. 40 years ago Marshall McLuhan said that our classrooms were (I’m 

http://beacharts.ca/chat
http://beacharts.ca/


paraphrasing a bit) too Gutenberg and not enough Berners-Lee. For Fall 2014, Art110 will try to 

be a little less Gutenberg and a little more Berners-Lee. 

 

This course will cover 3 million years of Art History: from a proto-human moment in a distant 

South African cave, to the autonomous, post-human, Images That Think out somewhere in 

cyber-space. Along this journey we will consider the constantly evolving nature of human 

consciousness and how our consciousness is revealed & redefined through art. 

PREREQUISITES 

• None. 

OBJECTIVES 

The purpose of this course is to familiarize the student with the practice, appreciation, and 

cultural interactions of art across the ages and across the globe. This course will survey the 

entire sweep of history from ancient art to the contemporary moment. Students will be 

introduced to the terms, principles, methods, theories and practices of art. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to: 



• Describe some of the styles, ideas, and issues found in the Western canon. 

• Understand and articulate some of the ways that art functions vis-a-vis human culture 

• Build upon their direct, introductory experiences, in Drawing, Painting, Sculpture, 

Photography, Animation, and Data Visualization in both Physical and Virtual worlds 

• Articulate their understanding of the relationship between art and: culture, speech, creativity, 

expression. 

• Describe the role of the artist in culture / society. 

 

 

  

2. FORMAT OF THE COURSE 

Each week this course includes: 

1. Art Activity 

2. Interview with a student artist at the CSULB School of Art, Art Gallery Courtyard 

3. Interview with an Art110 classmate 

Each week you’ll make 3 blog posts on your WordPress.com website, 1 for each item. 

http://wordpress.com/


 

DUE 

Each week’s posts are due by 11:59pm on Sunday night. 

LATE POLICY 

On time Activity posts receive up to 30 points. Posts up to 1 week late, receive up to 20 points. 

On time Interview posts receive up to 14 points. Posts up to 1 week late, receive up to 10 points. 

Posts more than 1 week late are not accepted. 

I don’t look for late posts. Be sure to message me if you want a late post looked at. 

 

TEXTBOOK 

• Your Mobile Device 

Attendance 

This is not a “textbook” course, but an experience course. If you don’t come to class, you haven’t 

done the course. Each Tuesday in class we will discuss your Art Activities from last week and 

prepare for this week’s activities. Each Thursday we meet at the CSULB School of Art, Art 

Gallery Courtyard where you can Interview an Artist, Interview a Classmate, and prepare for, 

and sometimes complete, the week’s activity. (you can’t do activities like Spray Painting or 

Plaster Casting in the Gallery Courtyard) 

Please make 27 copies of your Student ID Card. B&W copies are fine. Starting Week 2 I’ll be 

collecting your ID Card Copies as your attendance. I’ll have an envelope each day. On Tuesdays 

please give me your card at the end of class. On Thursdays any time during class is fine. Please 

DO NOT turn in ID cards for your friends! This is Academic Dishonesty. It sucks a 

lot. And then you and I have to go sit in the College of the Arts Dean’s office and 

talk about the incident and your future at the university, and everybody has a 

crummy day. 

Missing 1 or 2 classes across the span of the semester should not be too detrimental to your final 

grade. If you need to miss more than that, you should see me immediately and most likely plan 

to take Art110 a different semester. 

 



  

3. POINTS & GRADES 

POINTS 

• Attendance: 27 classes x 7 = 189 points 

• Final: 59 points 

• 12 Activities x 30 = 360 points 

• 28 Interviews x 14 = 392 points 

Course Total Possible = 1,000 points. 

 

GRADES 

900 points = A 

800 points = B 

700 points = C 

600 points = D 

599 & below = F 

EXTRA CREDIT 

We have 4 extra credit opportunities this semester, each worth +30 points. If you do all 4 that’s 

+120 or over a full letter grade of EC. I hope you don’t even need any EC, but if you do, here it is: 

Wk 1: Domain Name 

When you make your website on WordPress.com in Week 1, you can either use a free domain 

name like “me.wordpress.com” or you can pay about $18 for your own domain name, like 

“me.com”. I think you are a lot better served by having your own domain name. If you do make 

an ePortfolio it’ll be easier and more professional for anyone: friends, family, and HR Directors, 

to get to your website. Also I think your own domain name gives you more of a sense of 

ownership of your website. Even though that’s what I think, it’s your choice. You can get full 

credit with any “me.wordpress.com” URL, or Double Credit, 30+30 points if you go ahead and 



buy “me.com”. As for what “me” is, that’s up to you. I strongly encourage just getting your name. 

It’s probably the best in the long run. If you have a common name, you might use a middle 

initial or a nickname. 

NOTE that this EC is ONLY AVAILABLE in Week 1! When you submit your URL, I’ll give EC 

to those who’ve bought names. This EC isn’t available later in the semester. 

Wk 3: Kickstarter 

This week we’re thinking about how art & creative projects are funded by making our own 

Kickstarter pitch videos. And lucky us, we can see some of the real results of Kickstarter this 

Friday night at the huge, free Kickstarter Film Festival in Griffith Park. If you go, take some pix 

and write up your experience. 

Wk 7: Painting 

The best place to paint is at the Venice Beach Legal Art Walls. Just about everyone who has ever 

gone has had a great time. Yes it’s far. Yes, I know you hate to drive. So instead of requiring you 

to go there, it’s your choice. You can paint on a piece of cardboard or plywood in your backyard 

or anyplace that’s legal for full credit. If you can make it out to Venice, I’ll give you double credit, 

30+30. 

Wk 13-14-15: ePortfolio 

We’re making websites for 2 reasons: to have a place to “turn in” our work, but also to start 

building a personal ePortfolio to show off what we can do. During the last 3 Tuesdays you can do 

a 5-minute presentation of your ePortfolio to the class for +30 EC. Note that this is NOT for 

showing your Art110 Activities, but for showing YOUR ePortfolio. For most of you this will be 

about your major: your Aerospace Engineering, Business Marketing, Fashion Merchandising, 

Nursing or Marine Biology, etc. ePortfolio. But it can also be a personal passion like working on 

cars or cosplay or theMainland Mermaids business you’re starting, or the website you’re 

creating for your new film or other project. 

 

In addition to the +30 for presenting your ePortfolio, you might earn even more Bonus EC if 

your classmates vote for you as one of the top sites of the day! 

RUBRIC: Activities 

Each Activity starts off with a perfect 30, and points are deducted from that if necessary: 

1. No Photos: -6 

2. Poor Post Naming: -6 

https://www.kickstarter.com/events/filmfest2014_la
http://mainlandmermaids.com/


3. Too short: -6 

4. Not analytic enough: -6 

RUBRIC: Interviews 

Each Interview starts off with a perfect 14, and points are deducted from that if necessary: 

1. No Photos: -2 

2. Poor Post Naming: -2 

3. Too short: -2 

4. Not analytic enough: -2 

5. No Artist Tag: -7 

PHOTOS 

Photos of what? For your Activities, document your process! For Classmate Interviews, a photo 

with your classmate would be great. For Artist Interviews, a photo of the artist, or their work 

would be ok. Photos of both would be great. 

POST NAMES 

What is “good” post naming? Mostly something that makes it easy for me to know what I’m 

looking at. If you’ve working on a larger project with your website, your posts don’t have to have 

these exact names, as long as it’s easy for me to identify. Here are some examples of good post 

names: 

• Wk2 – Activity – Plaster Casting 

• Wk2 – Artist Interview – Brianna Allen 

• Wk2 – Classmate Interview – Geri Weckstein 

anything in that form makes it easy to know what I’m looking at and will be great. 

ANALYTIC WRITING 

3 & 4 are a little subjective. But the idea here is that one paragraph that only states what the 

activity was or bare basics of the interviews is kind of short and not really analytic. 3-4 

paragraphs each of decent length where you talk about your Activity Process, or Interview 

Conversations, and definitely try to analyze the ideas, is great! 

http://beacharts.ca/fall14-galleries


 

By “analyze” I mean rather than restating facts, you try to make those ideas your own by seeing 

what truth you find in them, or alternative thoughts you have, or other artists that come to 

mind. Maybe this is art you’ve never even known about or thought about before: does it make 

sense? Does it expand your perspective on art and the practice of artists? Do you reject that this 

work even is art? Does it resonate with personal experiences in your own life or things you’ve 

seen in the world? 

ARTIST TAGS 

The CSULB School of Art, Student Artists, are being generous with us. They galleries normally 

open at Noon, so they’re opening an hour early to talk to Art110. And they’re dealing with a big 

class like ours coming through their carefully assembled exhibition. And answering lots of 

questions from us! So lets try to thank them for their hospitality and for sharing their work with 

us. One great way to do this is to TAG your post. This gives them a tag they can click on to see all 

the posts we’ve written about them. The tags for Fall 2014 are on the Fall 14 Galleries page. 

Another nice way to respect these artists is to try to have a real conversation with them about 

their work and their ideas first, and then ask to take a photo of them or their work. When 100 of 

us rush in with cell phones snapping all at once, the artists can start to feel like victims of 

paparazzi rather than appreciated artists. 

 

Instagram by @alycehaliday. You have to wonder if the masses at The Louvre actually like the Mona Lisa, or even 

care about what’s going on in the work, or if they’re just collecting a “badge” for their Facebook page? Let’s try to not 

be them! 

 
  

http://beacharts.ca/fall14-galleries


EASY! 

Pretty much, if you put up 3 posts a week with Pix, Good Titles, nice Analysis, and a TAG for the 

artist, you should totally ace this class. 

 

  

4. OTHER DETAILS 

Incompletes 

The Art Department grants “incompletes” rarely and only for the most extreme conditions. 

Accommodation 

CSULB will make reasonable accommodations for any student who has a disability. It is the 

student’s responsibility to notify me in advance of the need for special accommodations. This 

course utilizes many activities and many tools. Most of you should have no trouble with any of 

this, however if anyone has challenges with any course aspect for any reason, please be in touch 

ASAP and we can work to find suitable alternatives. A sincere effort should result in real 

learning and a good grade, so never be afraid to ask for any accommodations you need, but do 

make a sincere effort. 

FUN! 

If you’re not having fun, you’re doing it wrong! Art is, or should be, a fun, interesting, exciting, 

and enjoyable subject. Art offers pleasure to the viewer, consolation to the distraught, and 

wisdom to the seeker. Art will enrich your leisure time, resonate with your life, and offer 

surprising relevance to almost any career field you choose! 

  

SCHEDULE 

 
  



5. LEARNING OBJECTIVES: ACTIVITIES 

WEEK 1: WEB DESIGN 

 
Sami Focarino‘s website 

This week we begin the ePortfolio (or “blog” or “website”) that I hope you’ll still be using long 

after you’ve left Art110. Not onlyArtists, but really all of the many different majors across the 

CSULB campus that take Art110 need a compelling online presence or ePortfolio in the 21st 

century. Whether you’re an Engineer, Scientist, Business Person, Social Scientist, Performing 

Artist, Communication Scientist, Journalist, Kinesiologist or Fashion Merchandiser, having your 

own website where you can present and control your public face is essential in the 21st century. 

 

http://beacharts.ca/art110/web-design
http://beacharts.ca/art110/web-design
http://samanthafocarino.com/


WEEK 2: RELATIONAL AESTHETICS 

This week we’ll think about the 

new field ofRelational Aesthetics: how artists create works that reflect on social relationships. 

We’ll think about it with an Instagram “group self-portrait”. Thursday of this week each of us 

will post 4 Instagram pix (or more) of whatever we’re doing during the 24 hours of the day. Well 

use the hashtag #art110fall14 and then look at the 600+ pix we’ve created together to see what 

commonalities and differences we can find in our group life. 

 

http://beacharts.ca/art110/instagram
http://beacharts.ca/art110/instagram


WEEK 3: ARTS FUNDING 

This week we’ll think about Arts 

Funding. How does an artist earn a living? 5 centuries ago you might have had a wealthy patron 

like the Medici family. In some ways today isn’t that different, with Americans like Eli Broad or 

Europeans like Charles Saatchi using their fortunes to make powerful marks on our cultural 

rivers. In addition to the Gallery system, there are also funding organizations like the National 

Endowment for the Arts, and new Crowdfunding platforms like Kickstarterwhich launched in 

2009. This week we’ll make another vlog, this one being a pitch video we might use for a 

Kickstarter project to pitch our ideas to friends, family, and other patrons. 

 

http://beacharts.ca/art110/kickstarter
http://beacharts.ca/art110/kickstarter


WEEK 4: SCULPTURE 

This week we’ll have our 3D Art, 

Sculpture Experience by making a Plaster Casting of your hand or foot at the beach. It’s a 

good excuse to go to the beach as part of your “school”, but it’s also a great way to use natural 

resources to come pretty close to the way “real” objects are fabricated. Normally casting uses 

finer sand than beach sand and a hinged mold so you can get the object out more cleanly, but 

we’ll do a pretty good approximation at a local beach. 

 

WEEK 5: IDENTITY ART 

This week we dive into Identity 

Art and maybe a bit of Performance Art by thinking aboutCounterfactual Identity. For one day 

you candress up differently than you normally do and see how people react to you. What do they 

think your major is? What do they think your name might be? 

http://beacharts.ca/art110/plaster
http://beacharts.ca/art110/plaster
http://beacharts.ca/art110/cfid
http://beacharts.ca/art110/cfid


 

WEEK 6: DRAWING 

Human beings have probably 

been drawing for as long as we’ve been on earth. What’s new in the 21st century? Mobile 

drawing! Drawing with your finger on a phone or tablet probably isn’t the best way to learn to 

draw, but it does echo some of the early ways we humans would have drawn with fingers and 

sticks. With theFrench Girls mobile app you can pick someone else’s selfie to draw and you can 

also see how other peeps draw you. In a full drawing course you could develop real skills, but 

here we’ll keep it light and just play a little with the possibilities of networked social drawing. 

 

http://beacharts.ca/art110/drawing
http://beacharts.ca/art110/drawing


WEEK 7: PAINTING 

 
Amanda’s niece, Amanda & Siraj standing in-between Siraj’s 2 pieces in English & Arabic. 

Last week we tried drawing, and painting is just about as old a human artform. Spray paint is a 

lot newer. It’s amazing what talented artists can get out of a spray can. Most of you won’t be at 

that level, but you can give it a try and if you have the chance to go out to the Venice Beach Legal 

Art Walls you can see some impressive work from artists around Los Angeles. 

This week Painting meets Street Art as we spray paint our names in Bubble Letters. You can use 

cardboard or plywood in your back yard, or if you can make it out to the Venice Beach Legal Art 

Walls, you can have another beach trip and soak in a lot of culture in the remarkable 

high-and-low culture capital of Venice. Plus get extra credit for going! 

 

http://beacharts.ca/art110/painting
http://beacharts.ca/art110/painting


WEEK 8: EPORTFOLIO 

The 1st week of class we all made 

websites. A few of you already had websites, and since then a few of you have really made these 

sites awesome online portfolios of your work in Cinematography or Marine Biology or Fashion 

Merchandising etc. But for most of you these websites have mostly been “turn in my activities” 

websites. Now that you’ve had some time to get comfortable with the WordPress platform, it’s 

time to move your website from a “homework” website that really only helps you for 1 semester, 

to a Personal ePortfolio website that can help you get internships and jobs and launch your 

career. Your ePortfolio can be a website that not only helps you transition from CSULB to the 

next phase of your career, but can go with you through your career documenting and presenting 

your achievements as you make your way through the journey of life. 

http://beacharts.ca/art110/prototype
http://beacharts.ca/art110/prototype


WEEK 9: VLOGGING 

We’ve started our ePortfolio and 

this week we’ll do a New Media vlog to best present our portfolio to the world. This is a short, 

look at your audience, 1st person video where you introduce yourself. 

 

WEEK 10: PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
Robina Borrero, Art 110, Fall ’12 

http://beacharts.ca/art110/vlogs
http://beacharts.ca/art110/vlogs
http://beacharts.ca/art110/landscapes
http://beacharts.ca/art110/landscapes


In Week 6 we used photography or social media photography as part of our Relational 

Aesthetics activity. This week we’ll do somewhat more traditional 2D Photography.We’ll still 

have a bit of a twist as our photo project is to imagine our own demise and then photograph it in 

our Landscapes with a Corpseproject. 

 

WEEK 11: YOUR TURN 

 
photo from Geri Weckstein’s “Made Anywhere But Here” project, Sp ’14 

In the past 10 weeks we’ve tried 10 different art media. Of course there are thousands of 

different media possibilities today. This week, You Pick! Pick any media you’d like to try: Yarn 

Bombing, Internet Hacktivism, Video, Installation, you name it! 

 

http://beacharts.ca/art110/choice
http://beacharts.ca/art110/choice


WEEK 12: TEACH ONE 

Finally, after doing 11 different 

art activities, it’s time to teach one! The best way to learn something is to teach it to someone 

else. Let’s wrap up our course experience by sharing something about art with others. You can 

make a video or use other media and teach any art idea or technique. You don’t have to be an 

expert, just communicate what you know as clearly as you can. 

 

 

  

6. LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

INTERVIEWS 

Since so much of our time in Art110 is spent in conversations with School of Art artists, or 

Art110 classmates, the specific cultural ideas explored won’t be quite as defined as they would be 

http://beacharts.ca/art110/teach-one
http://beacharts.ca/art110/teach-one


in a course with 2-1/2 hours of lecture each week and an accompanying survey textbook to read. 

Still, many of the same ideas should be explored across the course of the semester. 

Some of the many ideas you can expect to explore with artists & classmates this semester 

include: 

• The 3-million-year impulse of our ancestors to make art and aesthetic experience. 

• How art expresses who we are, our hopes and our fears. 

• A consideration of art and life, and our human presence on this earth. 

• Cave art and how the markings on cave walls have so much to say about who we are today. 

• Classical Greece and Rome and how the art of those cultures influences Western and American 

culture today. 

• The Middle Ages: culture, architecture, illuminated manuscripts. 

• The Renaissance & The Baroque. 

• The explosion of new ideas in the 19th century. 

• Realism & Romanticism. 

• The 20th century. 

• Abstraction & Representation. 

• Copyright & Intellectual Property. 

• Free Culture, Creativity & the ability to Participate in Culture. 

• Hacktivism & Street Art. 

Beyond these overarching ideas, each artist and each classmate you have a conversation with 

will bring many unique ideas about art, culture, aesthetics, society, identity, media, and many 

other aspects of art, culture, and life in this world. 

I know you always feel the pressure to “get the essential facts” so you can “finish this thing and 

get to lunch.” Try to slow down a little and have real conversations. Try to worry less about “the 

facts” and to learn something important from each person you speak with. Try to appreciate the 

depth and value of each person you have a chance to visit with. 
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