
 

English/Language Arts: Grade 5 

Writing 

Learning Outcome Students research and write for various purposes using processes and applying their 
knowledge of language and sentence structure. 

Standard 

5.W.7: Demonstrate command of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling, focusing 
on:  

a.​ Capitalization – Applying correct usage of capitalization in writing. 
b.​ Punctuation – 

I.​ Applying correct usage of apostrophes and quotation marks in writing. 
II.​ Using a comma for appositives, to set off the words yes and no, to set 

off a tag question from the rest of the sentence, and to indicate direct 
address. 

c.​ Spelling – Applying correct spelling patterns and generalizations in writing. 
(E) 

Evidence Statements Academic Vocabulary 

●​ Use correct capitalization in writing. 
●​ Use apostrophes for the purpose of: 

○​ showing possession. 
○​ forming contractions. 

●​ Use quotation marks for the purpose of: 
○​ punctuating various forms of dialogue. 
○​ punctuating direct quotes (including 

nested quotation marks). 
○​ signifying small works, like poems. 

●​ Use commas in sentences for the purpose of: 
○​ setting off appositives. 
○​ setting off the words yes and no. 
○​ setting off a tag question from the rest 

of a sentence. 
○​ indicating a direct address 

●​ Use knowledge of learned syllable types and 
patterns when spelling regular words.  

●​ Use knowledge of learned syllable types and 
patterns when spelling irregular words.  

●​ Capitalization 
●​ Punctuation 
●​ Apostrophe 
●​ Quotation marks 
●​ Nested quotation marks 
●​ Comma 
●​ Appositive 

○​ Nonrestrictive 
○​ Restrictive 

●​ Tag question 
●​ Spelling patterns and generalizations 

Clarification Statements 

●​ Students are expected to correctly use all of the spelling patterns they have studied. 
●​ Students are expected to correctly apply all rules of capitalization. 
●​ An appositive is a noun or noun phrase that follows another noun or noun phrase in a sentence to 

provide further information or clarification. Comma use with appositives depends on whether they 
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provide essential or nonessential information: 
○​ Nonrestrictive appositives provide nonessential information or extra information. A sentence 

would still make sense if this form of appositive were removed, so nonrestrictive appositives 
are set off by commas.  

■​ Example: Jasmine, my best friend, is coming to the party.  
My best friend is the nonrestrictive appositive. This is extra information about Jasmine. 
The commas show this information is not essential to identifying who Jasmine is. 

○​ Restrictive appositives are essential to the meaning of the sentence and do not use commas. 
■​ Example: My friend Jasmine is coming to the party. 

Jasmine is the restrictive appositive. Here, Jasmine identifies which friend is coming to 
the party. No comma is necessary because the appositive is needed for clarity. 

●​ A tag question is a short question added to the end of a declarative statement used to seek further 
confirmation or agreement (e.g., You like coffee, don’t you?). 

●​ In spelling, complex patterns refer to irregular letter combinations that do not follow predictable 
phonics rules, making words difficult to spell based on sound alone. For example, complex spelling 
patterns may include but are not limited to: 

○​ Digraphs - words like phone (ph) or share (sh) use digraphs where two letters represent a 
single sound, deviating from the expected sounds of the individual letters 

○​ Silent letters - Words like knife (k) or psychology (psych) have letters that are not pronounced, 
further complicating spelling patterns. 

○​ Homophones and vowel combinations/diphthongs - Words like pair (ai), pear (ea), and pare 
(a-e) use vowel combinations that are not easily predictable based on sounds alone. 

○​ More difficult onset-rime word families. 
●​ Less complex spelling patterns are more predictable, following basic rules (e.g., direct letter-sound 

correspondence). 
●​ Reading and spelling are mutually beneficial. Teaching them together will create more opportunities for 

students to practice applying common patterns. 

Looking Back Looking Ahead 

4.W.7: Demonstrate command of capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling, focusing on:  

a.​ Capitalization – Capitalizing names of 
magazines, newspapers, works of art, musical 
compositions, organizations, and the first word 
in quotations, when appropriate.  

b.​ Punctuation –  
I.​ Correctly using apostrophes to form 

possessives and contractions.  
II.​ Correctly using quotation marks and 

commas to mark direct speech.  
III.​ Using a comma before a coordinating 

conjunction in a compound sentence. 
c.​ Spelling – Using spelling patterns and 

generalizations (e.g., word families, 
position-based spellings, syllable patterns, 
ending rules, meaningful word parts, 
homophones/homographs) in writing single and 
multisyllable words. (E) 

6.W.7: Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling focusing on:  

a.​ Punctuation –   
I.​ Using punctuation (e.g., commas, 

parentheses, dashes) to set off 
nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.   

II.​ Using semicolons to connect main 
clauses and colons to introduce a list 
or quotation. (E) 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dRoxs3LvQv_dT6e6FQ4aWAuf2QfvpOlt/view?usp=sharing


 

Instructional Resources and Strategies 

●​ English/Language Arts Grades K-12 Vertical Articulation Guides 
●​ English/Language Arts Grades 2-5 Vertical Articulation Guide 
●​ Use Quotation Marks to Show Dialogue, from Learnzillion 
●​ Appositives, from Khan Academy 
●​ Provide opportunities to analyze mentor texts that correctly show how commas indicate dialogue and 

compare with a model of the same text without commas. Ask questions, such as: How do the commas 
help the reader understand the text? 

●​ Syntax, from Literacy How 
●​ The Not So Simple View of Writing, from Keys to Literacy 
●​ Syntactic Awareness: Teaching Sentence Structure, from the Massachusetts Department of 

Elementary and Secondary Education 
●​ Syntax for Writing and Reading: Developing Sentence Skills in Students of All Ages, from W.V.C.Ed 
●​ Spelling, from Literacy How 
●​ Developmental Stages in Spelling, from Literacy How 

Universal Supports for All Learners 

●​ 2024 Content Connectors 
●​ Universal Design for Learning Playbook 
●​ UDL Guideline Infographic, from Learning Designed 
●​ UDL Guidelines from CAST 
●​ Universal Supports for All Learners in English/Language Arts, from IDOE’s 2023 Future Focused IAS 

Learning Series 
●​ Learning Styles and the Writing Process, from the University of Arizona SALT Center 
●​ Corgi: Digital Graphic Organizers 
●​ Reading and Writing Graphic Organizers, from BrainPop Educators 
●​ Writing Graphic Organizers, from Student Treasures 

Assessment Considerations 

●​ Indiana Assessment Framework 
●​ Exploring Released Items for Writing Instruction - SmART Tool Tutorial 
●​ Smarter Balanced SmART Tool 
●​ ILEARN Constructed Response Item Types and Scoring 
●​ IDOE Released Items Repository 
●​ I AM - Indiana’s Alternate Measure 
●​ Knowledge of English conventions related to this standard is assessed on the ILEARN Checkpoint 3 

and Summative CAT assessments. 
●​ Application of knowledge and skills for English conventions within this standard is also assessed in 

Part 2 of the Summative ILEARN Performance Task (essay writing), as defined by the Conventions 
domains within the ILEARN writing rubrics. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Coming Soon 

Disciplinary Literacy 
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https://inlearninglab.com/collections/2023-indiana-academics-standards-for-englishlanguage-arts-k-12-vertical-articulation-guides
https://inlearninglab.com/resources/englishlanguage-arts-grades-2-5-vertical-articulation-guide?course=455
https://youtu.be/iqHMPTxNp_M?feature=shared
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/grammar/punctuation-the-comma-and-the-apostrophe/more-ways-to-use-commas/v/appositives-the-comma-punctuation-khan-academy
https://literacyhow.org/syntax/
https://keystoliteracy.com/blog/the-not-so-simple-view-of-writing/
https://www.doe.mass.edu/massliteracy/skilled-reading/language-comprehend/syntactic-awareness.docx
https://www.doe.mass.edu/massliteracy/skilled-reading/language-comprehend/syntactic-awareness.docx
https://www.pattan.net/getmedia/da644043-cc5c-49f8-ab2f-3db839502d5f/22
https://literacyhow.org/spelling/
https://literacyhow.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/DevelopmentalStagesSpelling.pdf
https://www.in.gov/doe/students/indiana-academic-standards/content-connectors/#2024_Content_Connectors
https://inlearninglab.com/collections/pd-playbook-universal-design-for-learning-june-2022
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15EaqiBbRshPKA0nHDQSqBTAulXxGYG8o/view?usp=drive_link
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://app.participate.com/assignments/2023-future-focused-indiana-academic-standards-for-english-language-arts/3b0521b2-f992-4fa9-91e6-17b9a7a61d94#chapter-4
https://app.participate.com/assignments/2023-future-focused-indiana-academic-standards-for-english-language-arts/3b0521b2-f992-4fa9-91e6-17b9a7a61d94#chapter-4
https://salt.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2022-07/Learning%20Styles%20and%20the%20Writing%20Process_0.pdf
https://corgi2.cast.org/login
https://educators.brainpop.com/brainpop-esl-teacher-resources/brainpop-esl-graphic-organizers/reading-and-writing-graphic-organizers/
https://studentreasures.com/blog/teaching-strategies/free-printable-graphic-organizers-for-writing/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1AWIYskrk24kLimXlJ-K_tgsR3Qh1eqJc/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=117249383804210203956&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://inlearninglab.com/resources/exploring-released-items-for-writing-instruction-the-smarter-annotated-response-tool-smart
https://smart.smarterbalanced.org/
https://inlearninglab.com/resources/ilearn-constructed-response-item-types-and-scoring-for-englishlanguage-arts
https://inpt.cambiumtds.com/student
https://www.in.gov/doe/students/assessment/i-am/
https://inlearninglab.com/collections/writing-rubrics-for-ilearn-performance-tasks


 

Coming Soon 

 
Contact IDOE’s Office of Teaching and Learning with any questions. 
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