
●​ Zero Conditional  
○​ Functions 

■​ Used to express laws and rules.  
●​ If you commit a crime, you go to jail.  

■​ Used to express things that are always true.  
●​ If I eat peanuts, I have an allergic reaction.  

○​ Structure  
■​ Regular 

●​ “If/When” Clause + “Main” Clause 
○​ “If/When” Clause 

■​ “If/When” + Subject + Present Simple Form + A 
comma (,) 

●​ If it rains, 
○​ “Main” Clause 

■​ Subject + Present Simple Form 
●​ We get wet.  

○​ If it rains, we get wet.  
■​ Question 

●​ Follow the same structure for the “If/When” Clause and make 
the “Main” Clause a question.  

○​ If it rains, does the ground get wet?  
○​ If we go to the beach, do we buy ice cream?  

■​ Negative 
●​ Make each clause negative when appropriate. The important 

thing is it makes sense.  
○​ If you don’t drink water, you die.  
○​ If I drink coffee before bed, I don’t sleep. 

■​ Inversion 
●​ The clauses can be inverted and still carry the same meaning. 

This is done by switching the “If/When” Clause and the “Main” 
Clause and getting rid of the comma.  

○​ If I drink, I don’t drive.  
■​ I don’t drive if I drink. 


