
 

  

Figure/Text Year/Location Cultural Event(s) and/or 
Critical School(s) 
reflected in their work 

Principal 
Historicization (or 
lens) -- how they are 
positioned for us 

Secondary 
Historicization (or 
lens) 

Our Theme(s) Related 
Theme(s), 
Connections, 
Links 

Anonymous, Dissoi 
Logoi 

ca. 403-395 
BCE, 
southern/eastern 
Greece (Argolis 
or Messenia?) 

Protagoran Western Antiquity, 
Sophistic (according to 
B/H, Kennedy, and 
others) 

 Logic & Audience  

Plato, Phaedrus 360 BCE, 
Athens, Greece 

 Western Antiquity, 
Sophistic (according to 
B/H, Kennedy, and 
others) 

 Authorship & 
Influence 

 

Aristotle, Rhetoric 332 BCE, 
Athens, Greece  
 
(*not published 
until 83 BCE) 

Plato’s pupil, founds 
Lyceum, Taught at Plato’s 
Academy 

Western Antiquity, prior to 
the period of 
schematization 
(according to B/H, 
Kennedy, and others) 

 Authorship & 
Influence; Logic & 
Audience 

 

Quintilian, Institutio 
Oratoria 

95 CE, Rome 
(raised in Spain) 

Inspired by Cicero Antiquity-Rome  Humanism and 
Disciplinarity 

 

Ramus, Arguments in 
Rhetoric against 
Quintilian 

1549, Paris Influenced by German 
educator, Johanne Sturm, 
which heavily shaped his 
thought. 

  Humanism and 
Disciplinarity 

 

Bacon, The 
Advancement of 
Learning and Novum 
Organum 

1605; 1620 
London, England 

 Renaissance  Humanism and 
Disciplinarity 

 

John Locke, An Essay 
Concerning Human 
Understanding 

1690, UK British Empiricism (later 
known as “Whig Politics”) 

Enlightenment  Rhetoric and/as 
Epistemology 

 

Vico, On the Study 
Methods of Our Time 

1709, Naples 
Italy 

 Enlightenment  Rhetoric and/as 
Genre 

Epistemology,  

Campbell, The 
Philosophy of Rhetoric 

1776, Scotland British Empiricism, 
influenced by Hume, 
Philosophical Society of 
Aberdeen 

Enlightenment  Rhetoric and/as 
Epistemology 

 



 

       

Bakhtin, “The Problem 
of Speech Genres” 

1953, Russia Marxism, semiology Modern critical theory  Rhetoric and/as 
Genre 

Utterances and 
speech acts 

Perelman & 
Olbrechts-Tyteca, The 
New Rhetoric: A 
Treatise on 
Argumentation 

1958, France 
(transl. Into 
English 1969) 

Law degree in 1934 and 
doctorate in philosophy in 
1938; undertook study of 
arguments made by judges, 
philosophers, politicians and 
others to make value 
decisions 

Modern rhetorical theory Traces the problems 
of philosophy and 
rhetoric to Peter 
Ramus and Rene 
Descartes 

Logic & Audience  

Barthes, “The Death of 
the Author” 

1967, France Post-structuralism, 
semiology, dialectical 
materialism, 
reader-response criticism 

Modern critical theory and 
literary criticism 

 Authorship & 
Influence 

 

Bitzer, “The Rhetorical 
Situation” 

1968  Contemporary 
communication theory 
and rhetorical criticism 

 Rhetorical 
meta-theories 

Rhetorical situation 

Perelman, “The New 
Rhetoric: A Theory of 
Rational Reasoning” 

1970  Modern rhetorical theory 
(though moving toward 
contemporary rhetorical 
theory) 

 Logic & Audience  

       

Vatz, “The Myth of the 
Rhetorical Situation” 

1973  Contemporary rhetorical 
theory and rhetorical 
criticism 

 Rhetorical 
meta-theories 

Rhetorical situation 

Asante, “An 
Afrocentric Theory of 
Communication” 

1994 Afrocentric Communication 
Theory  

Contemporary 
communication theory 
and criticism 

 Authorship & 
Influence 

 

Biesecker, “Rethinking 
the Rhetorical 
Situation from within 
the Thematic of 
Differance” 

1989, U.S.  Contemporary rhetorical 
theory and rhetorical 
criticism 

 Rhetorical 
meta-theories 

Rhetorical situation, 
differance 

Haraway, “Situated 
Knowledges” 

1991, U.S. Posthumanism    Cyborg; objectivism; 
science fiction 

Devitt, Amy 
“Generalizing About 
Genre: New 

1993, U.S  Contemporary 
composition theory and 
rhetorical genre 

 Rhetoric and/as 
Genre 

Genre studies 



 

Conceptions of an Old 
Concept” 

Shome, Raka 
“Postcolonial 
Interventions into the 
Rhetorical Canon” 

1996, U.S.  Contemporary 
communication theory 
and criticism 

 Humanism and 
Disciplinarity 

 

Queen, Mary 
“Transnational 
Feminist Rhetorics in a 
Digital World” 

2003, U.S.  Contemporary rhet/comp 
theory; feminist theory 

 Rhetoric and/as 
Genre 

Genre Studies 
3rd Wave Feminism 

Condit, “Chaim 
Perelman’s 
Prolegomenon to a 
New Rhetoric: How 
Should We Feel? 

2010, U.S.      

       

       

Ochieng, “The 
Ideology of African 
Philosophy” 

2011 U.S. Philosophy Contemporary rhetorical 
theory 

   

Mao, “Writing the 
Other into Histories of 
Rhetorics” 

2013, U.S. Postcolonialism 
Comparative Rhetoric 

Comparative rhetorical 
theory; rhetorical 
historiography 

   

       

       

       

       

 


