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May 24, 2026 
 
We thank the JRMS PTA and the Redding/Easton Boys and Girls Club for hosting an intramural 
basketball session with Joel Barlow athletes. A good time was had by all, and our students 
experienced a real workout. The $700 raised by the event will help purchase a permanent 
nine-square court for our recess area. We thank all of the planners and volunteers who made this 
happen.  
 

 
 
We thank the JRMS PTA for providing students with fresh fruit and water as snacks on testing 
days. 
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In case you missed it, Dr. McKinnon posted a press release announcing the new JRMS Principal. 
 

Redding Public Schools Announces Appointment of Christopher Geissler 
as Principal of John Read Middle School 

Redding, CT — Superintendent of Schools Dr. Jason McKinnon announced the 
appointment of Christopher Geissler as the next Principal of John Read Middle School. 
Mr. Geissler will be taking over from Principal Jennifer Desmarais following her 
well-earned retirement and distinguished service to Region 9 and the Redding Public 
Schools.  

Mr. Geissler brings more than 24 years of educational experience and a distinguished 
background in instructional leadership, school culture, inclusive practices, and 
community engagement. He has served as Principal of Middle Gate School in Newtown 
for the past 15 years, where he led all aspects of school administration, including 
curriculum and instruction, staff supervision and evaluation, school safety, budgeting, 
scheduling, strategic planning, and social-emotional learning initiatives. 

Prior to his tenure in Newtown, Mr. Geissler served as Assistant Principal at Fairfield 
Woods Middle School in Fairfield. In that role, he gained extensive middle school 
leadership experience overseeing student support systems, school operations, 
scheduling, professional development, curriculum initiatives, and collaborative team 
structures tailored to the middle school environment. 

“Chris is an experienced and highly respected educational leader whose 
student-centered approach, collaborative leadership style, and commitment to building 
strong relationships stood out throughout the selection process,” said Superintendent 
McKinnon. “He understands the unique needs of middle school students and has 
consistently demonstrated the ability to foster positive school culture, support staff 
growth, and engage families as partners in education.” 

“During the interview process, it became apparent that Chris’s approach to leadership is 
driven by his care for students and a genuine approach to relationships. Not only will 
Chris bring his experience as a strong instructional leader, but he also understands the 
importance of culture and community,” said Laura Worosz, Board of Education 
Chairperson. “He is a rare combination of a true listener and a strong leader.”  

References described Mr. Geissler as visible, approachable, compassionate, and 
solutions-oriented. Colleagues highlighted his ability to build authentic relationships with 
students, staff, and families through open communication, collaboration, and a 
consistent presence within the school community. 

“I am honored and excited for the opportunity to join the John Read Middle School 
community,” said Mr. Geissler. “I look forward to partnering with students, staff, and 
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families to continue fostering a positive, inclusive, and engaging learning environment 
where all students can thrive.” 

Mr. Geissler holds a Sixth Year Degree in Educational Leadership from Sacred Heart 
University, a Master of Arts in Elementary Education from the University of Bridgeport, 
and Connecticut certification as an Intermediate Administrator and Supervisor. 

He will officially begin his role as Principal of John Read Middle School on July 1, 2026.  

DATES TO REMEMBER 
Monday, May 25 - No School -  Memorial Day 
Tuesday, May 26 - PTA Meeting 9:00 am - Community Room 
Thursday, May 28  & Friday, May 29 - 8th Grade Field Trip to Boston 
Friday, May 29 - NO SOP CLUB 
Wednesday, June 3 - 8th Grade Luau 
Thursday, June 4 - Art Show 5:30 pm - 8 pm 
Thursday, June 4 - Choral Concert 7 pm - Gymnasium 
Friday, June 5 - 5th Grade Trip to Discovery Museum (Suba/Muscarelle) 
Tuesday, June 9 - 5th Grade Trip to Discovery Museum (Donnelly/Steeves/Vilanova) 
Monday, June 8 - 8th Grade Rock Climbing 
Tuesday, June 9 - 8th Grade Rock Climbing 
Tuesday, June 16 - 8th Grade Recognition Ceremony at Barlow (5:30 pm) 
Thursday, June 18 - 8th Grade Field Trip to Holiday Hill 
Friday, June 19 - Juneteenth Early Dismissal (12:40) 
Monday, June 22 - Final Day of School Early Dismissal (12:40) 
 
SBA/NGSS TESTING 
SBA/NGSS Testing begins Monday, May 18. 

 
  
 

Parent Presentation 

 

https://youtu.be/pkRfxmPpgD0
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8th GRADE STUDENTS HONORED 
Two JRMS students were recognized by the Connecticut Association of Schools on Monday, 
May 18, at the Aqua Turf  Club for their contributions to the school community, scholarship, and 
leadership.  
 
Amelie Gerbracht 
Teachers describe Amelie as a humble and thoughtful student. She is a deep thinker and likes to 
grapple with complex problems. Quiet by nature, Amelie leads by example. She is quick to step 
in when she sees a need. She is dependable, conscientious, and responsible. She serves as a role 
model for others, balancing her many out-of-school obligations with her schoolwork. No matter 
the situation, Amelie exudes a sense of calm. A can-do spirit that makes anything seem possible.  
 
Liam Lambrech 
Each day, Liam greets each and every person in the building with a smile. Not only is he a strong 
student, but he cares about his community. As a musician, he brings music into our lives. He is a 
person who brings the school motto of “Be Kind” to life. He accepts all and transcends friend 
groups. He is somebody that we can count on to do the right thing.  
 
 
JRMS SPIRIT DAYS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://youtu.be/pkRfxmPpgD0
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JRMS at BARLOW PALOOZA 
Approximately 50 JRMS students had their art showcased at the annual Future Falcons Joel 
Barlow Palooza on May 21. It was a wonderful evening celebrating the incredible creativity and 
talent of our students, and we were so proud to see their amazing artwork on display for the 
community to enjoy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUMMER ENRICHMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
STUDENTS 
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Linked is the live Summer Enrichment Academy Brochure with an internal link for registration. 
Registration is now open. 
Summer Enrichment Academy 2026 

2026 Summer Enrichment Registration Form 
 
HIKING OPPORTUNITY: Contact Scouts to Attend 

 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DvueFAtB-f7_V7D_x0rwXHcF9r0BRjnJ/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqSikCq9c33C6WlMytL_IlkqZ029XnotIrRK9uXOPxupX4kg/viewform
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**********  COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS  ********** 
 
MARK TWAIN LIBRARY   
Take a look at the many teen offerings offered by the folks at the 
Mark Twain Library. MTL Teen Offerings 
 
 
NEW POND FARM​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
AND other programs at the Farm. https://newpondfarm.org/​ 
 
 

 
 

 

https://marktwainlibrary.org/programs/teens/
https://newpondfarm.org/
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