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The essence of static general recognition theory as it was formalized in 1986 (Psychological 

Review) by F. Gregory Ashby and James T. Townsend will be recounted.  We will take a quick 

look-back at its gradual evolution starting in the later 1970s and early 1980s, from our intent to 

uncover the foundations of feature detection and multi-dimensional interactions.  The 

foundational definitions, axioms and theorems will be covered intuitively and without the 

mathematical proofs. One or two examples from the scores of studies utilizing will be offered if 

there is time. 
 


