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Of Flying Fortress Crew,
'Is Home from War in Africa
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' /Sgt. William J. Gonyo, 288
‘Ceape street, was with the 2224th
army air forces base unit. He
served in the battles of Tunis and
'Sicily. He was decorated wit~ the
'dlctmgunshed flying cross, the
'good conduct medal, the air medal
'with nire oak leaf clusters, the
European-African theater ribbon
with two service stars, the good
conduct medal and the purple
heart award. |




Is Home from

Pity the soldier who had to

;spend New Year’s eve in a fox-
lhole!
i That misgiving seemed to bother
Staff Sgt. William J. Gonyo, son
of Mr. and Mrs. James Gonyo, 288
Ceape street, more than the 50
flights he made over enemy ter-
iritory as a side gunner in a famed
Flying Fortress,

Now home on a 30-day furlough,
Sergeant “Bill” arrived Friday,
shortly after noon, looking fit as
a fiddle, a_little nervous perhaps
but then who wouldn't feel jittery
(after living in an army air base in
{mountains and desert since De-
!cember of last year.

{ In chronical order, Bill left Osh-
kosh in January of 1942 after en-
!listing in the air corps and fur-
ithered his education in camps and
ifields spotted all over the nation.

He studied and trained at Cha-
nute Field, Ill, Boeing aircraft
plant at Seattle, Wash., Tampa,
Fla., Boise, 1daho, where he got
Ihis “wings,” Topeka, Kan. Sa-
{lina, Kan., and West Palm Beach,
| Fla.

Assigned to Africa
He left for Africa Dec. 21, 1942,
'and enroute visited South Amer-
ica. For two months his plane op-
|erated out of a desert base and
mountain field

‘later from a in

‘Africa.

New Year's eve he said he spent

in a foxhole during an axis raid
'on the field in the desert and said
jhe spent his time thinking of the
'folks back home enjoying them-
selves in the traditional American
fashion.
|  That brought Bill up to combat
‘action, His plane, a B-17 (Fly-
/ing Fortress) went under the name
of *“Yankee Queen’ and staged 50
successful flights over Middle
'Eastern targets and when Bill left
‘the plane in June “it was good for
50 more,” he said.
i The amazing story about the
l“Yankee Queen,’ according to
'Bill, was that in the 50 flights, at-
tacks by enemy planes and anti-
‘aircraft numbered 35 to 40, but
not one of the 12 men of the crew
|was injured.

; Queen Lives On

To add to the popular title
. “Queens Die Proudly,” Bill re-
their *'Queen’’ lives

proudly on. On one occasion over
Italy just a score of miles from
Rome, antiaircraft fire had so bad-
ly damaged the “Queen” that the
commanding officer ordered the

i vealed that
|

Oshkosh Youth, Member
Of Flying Fortress Crew,

War in Africa

beseeched the men to stick with
the ship amd he brought it back
safely to the port, four hours fly-
ing time away, with one motor
dead and another of the four bad-
ly vibrating.

Operating on its first flights as
the rear ship in flights that some-
times numbered 175 planes, the
“Yankee Queen” soon moved up
in position and in the last 20 op-
erations was the lead ship.

True to colors, Bill preferred to
talk more of his ship than him-
self.

Bill is 23, a graduate of Osh-
kosh High school, class of '38, and,
in his own words, “never indulged
in sports, music or other divisions
as I was too busy working.” He
worked for a news agency and
prior to his enlistment worked for
two and a half vears at the Wis-
consin Axle division.

Out of the seven ships his plane
accounted for, Bill has one sure
hit to his credit. He related that
he downed an Italian Macci 202
over Sardinia in one of the raids.
He added that most of the attack-
ing planes were German Focke-
Wulfe and ME 109's.

In Tunisian Campaign

The sorties that the “Yankee
,Queen” took part in were over all
‘the familiar axis-held and present
'axis-operated ports and fields.
ESicily's ports, those on Cardinia,
,Corsica and Italy, are among the
latter flight raids while previous
,to those former axis-held fields in
|Tunisia had been targets.

He took part in raids on axis
‘positions in the final stages of the
(Tunisian campaign. When this
campaign was over, the Oshkosh
Jyouth began his trek homeward in
the skyways that crossed the At-
(lantic Bay of Biscay, England,
IScotland. the north seas, Ireland
and finally the North American
continent.

Bill wears the ribbons denoting

'his flights with oak leaves for
each five flights, Other ribbons
denote good behavior, partaking in
'the major raids and seeing action
in the African theater.
| The_ distinguished flying cross
is coming Bill's way for “meritor-
ious achievement and coolness
during raids under fire.”
! Following his furlough he has
‘'a choice of going to officer's can-
'didate school or to be an instruc-
tor.

“I don’t feel much like being an
instructor,” Bill commented. *“I
‘ne\'cr flew in a plane until 1

[

| plane abandoned. But the pilotjoined the army.”
— = ———————

Gonyo, William (Bill)

William (Bill) James Go-
nyo died at Aurora Medical
Center on Friday, Novem-
ggr 16, 2012 at the age of

Bill was born on Octo- |

ber 4, 1919 in the Town
of Aurora,
Waushara
County
to James
and Eva
(Rodencal)
Gonyo. He
attended
country school in rural
Berlin and moved to Os-
hkosh with his family in
1927 when he was in the
ird grade

He attended and gradu-
ated from Oshkosh High
School in June 1938.
Bill then was employed
at Rockwell International
from October 1939 to De-
cember 1941 when he en-
listed in the United States
Army Air Corps two weeks
after Pearl Harbor was
bombed.

After ten months of
overseas training Bill was
assigned as a waist gun-
ner on a B-17 Flying For-
tress, the Yankee Queen,
He landed in Africa on
Christmas Day 1942 and
flew the first of 50 bomb-
ing missions in North Al-
rica, Sicily, Sardinia, Cor-
sica, and Naples, Italy.
As an aerial gunner, he
attained the rank of Staff

eant. Upon return-
ing to the United States in
mld-;!une 1943 he was as-

i to Kingman Arm
Mstgn Base inngingmanyf
Arizona, where he was in
charge of a group of aerial
gunnery instructors.

He was discharged as a
Technical Sergeant from
Sparta, Wisconsin on Sep-
tember 22, 1945. Bill was
awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross, the Air Med-
al with nine oak leaf clus-
ters, the European (Africa)
Campaign medal with two
battle starts, the American
Defense medal, the Ameri-
can campaign medal, and
the Victory and Goed Con-
duct medal.

After his years in the
military he returned to
Rockwell International for
a short period of time, On
January 1, 1946, he was
appointed as a Patrolman
on the Oshkosh Police De-

tment. On May 3, 1947

ill married Geraldine N.
Ruhl. They celebrated 61
years together before her
death in 2008.

In 1968, following an
intensive and rigorous in-
vestigative and nomina-
tion process, Bill was ap-

inted to and graduated

m the FBI Academy in
Qﬁamim, andi&h &

e progressed throu
the raJszng;f the Oshkosh
Police Department and
on October 30, 1972 was
appointed Chief of Po-
lice of the Oshkosh Police
Department. After serv-

——

ing over 35 years on the.

department he retired on
March 1, 1981. Follow-
ing his retirement Bil
worked part-time as a se-
curity guard at the EAA
Museum, where he made
many friends. He retired
from the museum when he
turned 80.

In 1989 Bill attended
his first bomber reunion at

ich time nine of the ten
crew members of the Yan-
kee Queen were present.
This was the first time in
over 40 years that the crew
was ‘t:jgether again. He at-
tended all subsequent re-
unions and was the sole
surviving member of his
crew.
Bill was active in nu-

merous organizations as
a board member of the
Boys and Girls Club, the
Wisconsin - Juvenile Offi-
cers’ Association, the In-
ternational Chiefs of Po-
lice Association, and was
a lifetime member of the
Wisconsin Chiefs of Police
Association.

Bill and Ed Misch of the
Winnebago County Sher-
iff's Department were two
of the first instructors to
teach in the Criminal Jus-
tice I-"Jm m conducted by

Fox Valley Technical Col-
}% in A]?_p]etun. Bill re-
s no fancy classroom

as the classes were held
in the attic of a Lutheran
church in ApBleton.

At age 92 Bill remained
in touch with his for-
mer police officers with
a weekly lunch at a local
restaurant and a monthly
breakfast at the Fin and
Feather with former police
colleagues from the Win-
nebago County Sheriff's
Department and the Neen-
f{h.hMl‘ilaSha. and Osh-

osh Police Departments.

Bill became the head
of the first centralized re-
cord bureau of the police
m;nem under Chief

jam Golz. As a Lieu-
tenant under Chief Harry
Guenther Bill started the
first Youth Aid Bureau and
from that started the first
detective bureau along
with Captain Cyril Boush-
ele. Bill also started the
first school crossing guard
program in 1953.

Survivors include two
daughters, Paula (Danny)
Cartwright and Julie (Tom)
Kumbier; three grandchil-
dren, Jeremy Kumbier of
Oshkosh, Jacki (Bill) Cur-
ry of LaCrosse, and Kayla
Kumbier of Oshkosh; two
step-grandchildren, Andy
(Kim) Cartwright of Es-
canaba and Ann of Os-
hkosh; two great grand-
sons, Justus and Malachi
Curry; and two step-great
grandchildren, aman-
tha and Alex Cartwright.
Also surviving is a brother
Newell of Milwaukee and
numerous nephews and
nieces.

Preceding Bill in death
were his parents, James
and Eva (Rodencal) Go-
nyo;, brother and sister-
in-law George and Helen
(Piechowski) Gonyo; sister
and brother-in-law Ruth
(Lester) Friday: sister and
brother-in-law  Catherine
{Carroll) Thill; sister-in-law
Anne Gonyo; and brother-
and sister-in-law Douglas
and Lois Ruhl.

The family would like to
thank Gabriel's Villa and
Aurora Medical Center for
their loving and tender
care. In lieu of flowers of
memorial has been estab-
ished
A Mass of Christian
Burial for Bill will be held
on Monday November 19,
2012 at 11:00 a.m. at St.
Jude -St Vincent Church
(216 W South Park Ave)
with Fr Bill Van De Kreeke
officiating. Visitation will
be from 9:00 a.m. to the
time of Mass.

n s. Interment
will be at Riverside Cem-
etery with military honors.
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