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Course description

This course aims to link language assessment theories with assessment practices. To achieve
this goal, this course focuses on three aspects of language assessment. First, it introduces
contemporary assessment theories and identifies problematic issues in language
assessment. Second, it discusses methods used in assessing listening, speaking, reading, and
writing. Third, it discusses alternative assessment (e.g., portfolios) and assessment of
multiliteracies.

Facilitator
Chan Hsiao-yun

http://hsiaoyun.net/ [unless private/sensitive, ask questions on G+]

hsiaoyun.chan@gmail.com

Resources

= Brown, H. D., & Abeywickrama, P. (2010). Language assessment: Principles and
classroom practices. New York: Pearson Education. [main text]

= Bibliography

= Google Site http://bit.ly/assesslan

= Assessment Literacy diigo group [ask to join]

= Course community online on Google+



http://hsiaoyun.net/
mailto:hsiaoyun.chan@gmail.com
mailto:hsiaoyun.chan@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/assesslang
https://groups.diigo.com/group/assessment-literacy

Learning outcomes
By the end of the course, students will be able to

= Explain contemporary assessment theories and identify problematic issues in
language assessment.

= Apply and evaluate methods used in assessing listening, speaking, reading, writing,
grammar and vocabulary.

* Apply and evaluate methods used in alternative assessment (e.g., portfolios) and
assessment of multiliteracies.

Assignment 1 (50%)
Assessment evaluation (individual) - due 13 May 2015

Choose an assessment you have used in the recent past with your students. Evaluate it and
suggest how it could be improved. Use the following to organise your evaluation:

1. Context: Describe the assessment and its purpose. What were the intended learning
outcomes?

2. Rationale: Why were the text types and item types chosen? How was it marked, what
criteria were used, and why?

3. Analysis: Analyse the assessment in terms of validity, reliability, authenticity,
practicality and washback. Did the students perform the way they were expected to?
Were the items/tasks too difficult/easy (and how do you know)? Were any of the
items/tasks problematic and in what way(s)? What were the problems in the
marking, if any?

4. Suggested improvements: What improvements do you think need to be made to this
assessment?

5. Reflection: What have you learned about classroom language assessment from doing
this evaluation? What would you do differently for the next assessment?

Write no more than 1500 words, excluding the references and appendix. Use APA Style for
in-text and end-of-text references. Include the complete assessment in the appendix.

We will work on this assignment in class weekly as we discuss the different topics, so choose
your assessment before the first session and bring it to class every week.

Assignment 2 (50%)
Assessment design (group) - due 4 June 2015

In groups of 3, revise one of the assessments you evaluated in Assignment 1 or design one
from scratch. Explain your design, using the following to organise your evaluation:

1. Context: Describe the assessment and its purpose. What are the intended learning
outcomes?



2. Rationale: Why are the text types and item types chosen? How is it marked, what

criteria are used, and why?

Likely strengths and weaknesses: What are they in terms of validity, reliability,
authenticity, practicality and washback? How might the weaknesses be mitigated, if

possible?

Write no more than 1000 words, excluding the references and appendix. Use APA Style for
in-text and end-of-text references. Include the complete revised test in the appendix.

Decide how you want to do this assignment as early as possible so that you can work on it in

class.

Schedule and readings

Week

Topic

Readings (most important underlined)

1

Introduction: Concepts & issues

Brown & Abeywickrama (2010) Chapter 1
Alderson, Clapham & Wall (1995) Chapter 2

Hughes (2003) Chapters 1 and 3
McNamara (2000) Chapters 1 and 3

Principles of language assessment 1

Brown & Abeywickrama (2010) Chapter 2
Alderson, Clapham & Wall (1995) Chapter 8
Hughes (2003) Chapters 1 and 4-6
McNamara (2000) Chapter 5

Principles of language assessment 2

4

Test design

Brown & Abeywickrama (2010) Chapter 3
Alderson, Clapham & Wall (1995) Chapter 3
Hughes (2003) Chapters 7 and 8

Brown (2005) Chapter 3

Assessing reading and writing

Brown & Abeywickrama (2010) Chapter 9
Alderson (2000)

Hughes (2003) Chapter 11

Brown & Abeywickrama (2010) Chapter 10
Cushing-Weigle (2002)

Hughes (2003) Chapter 9

Assessing listening and speaking

Brown & Abeywickrama (2010) Chapter 7
Brindley & Slatyer (2002)

Buck (2001)
Hughes (2003) Chapter 12

3




Brown & Abeywickrama (2010) Chapter 8

Fulcher (2003)
Hughes (2003) Chapter 10
Luoma (2004)

RECESS WEEK
7 Assessing grammar & vocabulary Brown & Abeywickrama (2010) Chapter 11
Purpura (2004)
Read (2000)
8 Assignment 1 discussion
9 Formative assessment/Assessment |Broadfoot, et al. (2002)
for Learning Black & Wiliam (1998)
Black, et al. (2004)
Tan (2011)
10 Alternative assessment Brown & Abeywickrama (2010) Chapter 6
Brown & Hudson (1998)
Davison (2010)
11 Assessing multiliteracies Lotherington & Ronda (2012)
Tan, Bopry & Guo (2010)
12 Assignment 2 discussion



http://www.aaia.org.uk/content/uploads/2010/06/Assessment-for-Learning-10-principles.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxhc3Nlc3NsYW5nfGd4OjgwZjYyNWU5YzVmMjI0Zg

Bibliography
Alderson, J. C. (2000). Assessing reading. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Alderson, J. C. (2005). Diagnosing foreign language proficiency: The interface between
learning and assessment. London: Continuum.

Alderson, J. C., Clapham, C., & Wall, D. (1995). Language test construction and evaluation.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Bachman, L. F. (1990). Fundamental considerations in language testing. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Bachman, L. F., & Palmer, A. S. (1996). Language testing in practice. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Bailey, K. (1998). Learning about language assessment: Dilemmas, decisions, and directions.
Boston: Heinle & Heinle.

Black, P., Harrison, C., Lee, C., Marshall, B., & Wiliam, D. (2004). Working inside the black
box: Assessment for learning in the classroom. Phi Delta Kappan, 86(1), 8-21.

Black, P., & Wiliam, D. (1998). Inside the black box: Raising standards through classroom
assessment. Phi Delta Kappan, 80(2), 139-148.

Brindley, G. (1986). The assessment of second language proficiency: Issues and approaches.
Adelaide, Australia: National Curriculum Resource Center.

Brindley, G., & Slatyer, H. (2002). Exploring task difficulty in ESL listening assessment.
Language Testing, 19, 369-394.

Broadfoot, P. M., Daugherty, R., Gardner, J., Harlen, W., James, M., & Stobart, G. (2002).
Assessment for learning: 10 principles. Cambridge: University of Cambridge School of
Education.

Brown, J. D. (Ed.). (1998). New ways of classroom assessment. Alexandria, VA: TESOL.

Brown, J. D. (2002). Criterion-referenced language testing. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Brown, J. D. (2005). Testing in language programs: A comprehensive guide to English
language assessment. New York: McGraw-Hill.

Brown, J. D., & Hudson, T. (1998). The alternatives in language assessment. TESOL Quarterly,
32(4), 653-675.

Brown, H. D., & Abeywickrama, P. (2010). Language assessment: Principles and classroom
practices. New York: Pearson Education.

Buck, G. (2001). Assessing listening. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Carr, N. T. (2011). Designing and analyzing language tests. Oxford: OUP.

Cheng, L., & Watanabe, Y. (with A. Curtis) (Eds.). (2004). Washback in language testing:
Research contexts and methods. Mahwah, New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates,
Inc.

Cohen, A. (1994). Assessing language ability in the classroom (2nd ed.). Rowley, MA: Heinle
& Heinle.



Davison, C. (2010). Views from the chalkface: English language school-based assessment in
Hong Kong. Language Assessment Quarterly, 4(1), 37-68.

Douglas, D. (2000). Assessing languages for specific purposes. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Fulcher, G. (2003). Testing second language speaking. London: Longman/Pearson Education.

Genesee, F., & Upshur, J. (1996). Classroom-based evaluation in second language evaluation.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Hamp-Lyons, L., & Condon, W. (2000). Assessing the portfolio: Principles for practice theory
and research. Cresskill, NJ: Hampton Press.

Hughes, A. (2003). Testing for language teachers. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Koh, K. (Ed.). (2011). Mastering the art of authentic assessment (Vol. 1). Singapore: Pearson.

Koh, K., & Yeo, J. (Eds.). (2011). Mastering the art of authentic assessment (Vol. 2).
Singapore: Pearson.

Lotherington, H., & Ronda, N. S. (2012). Multimodal literacies and assessment: Uncharted
challenges in the English classroom. In C. Leung & B. V. Street (Eds.), New
perspectives on language and education. English a changing medium for education
(pp. 104-128). Bristol: Multlingual Matters.

Luoma, S. (2004). Assessing speaking. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
McNamara, T. (2000). Language testing. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

O’Malley, J. M., & Peirce, L. (1996). Authentic assessment for English language learners:
Practical approaches for teachers. Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley.

Purpura, J. E. (2004). Assessing grammar. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Read, J. (2000). Assessing vocabulary. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Shohamy, E. (2001). The power of tests: A critical perspective on the uses of language tests.
Essex, England: Longman.

Tan, K. (2010). Reframing alternative assessment in schools. Singapore: Pearson.

Tan, K. (2011). Assessment for learning in Singapore: Unpacking its meanings and identifying
some areas for improvement. Educational Research for Policy and Practice, 10(2),
91-103.

Tan, K. (Ed.). (2011). Alternative assessment in schools (2nd ed.). Singapore: Pearson.
Tan, K., & Koh, K. H. (Eds.). (2008). Authentic assessments in schools. Singapore: Pearson.

Tan, L., Bopry, J., & Guo, L. (2010). Portraits of new literacies in two Singapore classrooms.
RELC Journal, 41, 5-17. doi: 10.1177/0033688210343864

Weigle, S. (2002). Assessing writing. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Sources: previous IEL4408 syllabus by Dr Shih Chih-Min; Classroom Language Assessment syllabus by Lancaster
University & CUHK (MA in TESOL: Hong Kong).
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