Moving To Edmonton

What’s The Best Way To Get Started In Edmonton?

Moving to Edmonton marks the beginning of a transformative journey — a
shift in location, lifestyle, experiences, and the countless opportunities
that await. With its vibrant energy and welcoming spirit, Edmonton is
more than a destination; it promises growth and community.

. .
DENTAL GROUP gl
A :

. ' ; * www.smilesdentalgroup.com
PR . _aecl mis =Y RS A .

Call now for dental services in Edmonton

In this guide, we’ll navigate the process of making Edmonton your new
home, exploring diverse neighborhoods, cultural treasures, and the
unique charm that defines the city.

Whether drawn by career prospects, educational pursuits, or a change of
scenery, join us as we guide you through embracing a new chapter in
Edmonton.

Read more on moving to Edmonton AB>>



Understanding Edmonton
Before moving to Edmonton, understanding the city’s history, geography,

climate, demographics, and culture is crucial.

Understanding the geography and climate helps you adapt to the local
environment, while knowledge of demographics and culture facilitates
easier connections with the community.

Brief History of Edmonton

Edmonton’s history dates back to the 18th century as a fur trading fort
along the North Saskatchewan River. Over the years, it has grown into a
bustling city with a vibrant downtown and a beautiful river valley.

The downtown area is a hub of activity, with its tall skyscrapers,
shopping centers, and entertainment venues. The river valley offers
residents and visitors a serene escape from the bustling city life, with its
extensive park system and stunning natural environment beauty.

Geography and Climate

The geography of Edmonton is characterized by vast urban parkland
and green space, including the stunning river valley, one of the largest
urban park systems in North America.

As for the climate, Edmonton experiences cold winters with
temperatures dropping below freezing. Snowfall is common during the
winter months, creating a winter wonderland atmosphere.

Despite the long, harsh winters, summers are generally mild and
enjoyable, with temperatures ranging from comfortable to warm.

Demographics and Culture
Edmonton is a multicultural city with a population of several ethnic
backgrounds and nationalities. The city has a thriving cultural scene,
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with numerous art galleries, theaters, and music venues showcasing
local and international talent.

Alongside its cultural offerings, Edmonton is home to several education
centers, including the University of Alberta, which attracts students
worldwide. These institutions contribute to the city’s intellectual vibrancy,
fostering community among its residents.

Housing In Edmonton

In terms of housing in Edmonton, various options await, including
apartments, townhouses, and single-family homes in different
neighborhoods.

Types of Housing Available

Edmonton offers diverse neighborhoods with unique charm and
amenities. If you prefer a more urban lifestyle, downtown Edmonton
provides modern condos, including a one-bedroom apartment, with easy
access to amenities and entertainment.

The cost of living in Edmonton is generally lower compared to other
major cities in Canada, making it an attractive option for those looking to
buy or rent a home and experience Edmonton life.

With its various housing options, Edmonton offers something to suit
every lifestyle and budget.

Average Housing Prices

If you are considering moving to Edmonton, you can expect to find a
range of housing prices around the national average to fit your budget.
Edmonton offers diverse housing options, from apartments and
townhouses to single-family homes and luxury properties. The average
cost of housing in Edmonton varies depending on location, size, and
condition. Here are the average housing prices in Edmonton:



Housing Type Average Price

Apartment $180,600
Townhouse $240,000
Single-Family $425,200

These prices provide a general idea of the average cost. Still, it's
important to note that prices can vary significantly within each category.
When buying your first home in Edmonton, it's advisable to consult with
a real estate agent to navigate the market and find the best options
within your budget.

Best Neighborhoods for Different Lifestyles

Edmonton boasts a variety of communities that cater to different needs
and preferences. If you’re looking for a family-friendly neighborhood,
consider areas like Terwillegar, where you'll find excellent schools, parks,
and recreational facilities.

For those who appreciate the historic charm, explore the Old Strathcona
district, known for its quaint shops, cafes, and vibrant arts scene.

For those who love outdoor activities, neighborhoods like Riverdale and
Glenora offer proximity to the North Saskatchewan River Valley.

Employment Opportunities

Edmonton hosts major industries like oil and gas, construction,
healthcare, and education, contributing to a diverse local economy and a
dynamic job market. The city’s robust economy provides ample
opportunities for individuals with several skill sets and expertise to thrive
in the dynamic job market.



Major Industries in Edmonton

Edmonton has many major industries offering plentiful employment
opportunities for new residents like you. As Alberta’s capital city,
Edmonton hosts diverse industries, contributing to a robust job market.

The city’s thriving healthcare sector provides numerous opportunities for
skilled workers, with several hospitals and medical facilities offering
employment.

The education sector is also prominent, with numerous schools,
colleges, and universities requiring teachers, administrators, and support
staff.

Edmonton’s construction industry is booming thanks to ongoing
infrastructure development projects. The city’s proximity to the oil sands
in northern Alberta makes it an ideal location for employment in the oil
and gas industry sector.

Tips for Job Hunting in Edmonton
Begin your job hunting process by researching the local job market and
identifying the sectors that align with your skills and experience.

Networking is crucial in Edmonton, so make an effort to attend
professional events and connect with individuals in your desired field.
Contact local recruitment agencies and job boards to stay updated on
the latest job opportunities.

Tailor your resume and cover letter to highlight relevant qualifications
and customize your applications for each position.

Persistence and a positive mindset are key when navigating the job
market in Edmonton. Stay proactive, refine your job search strategies,
and be prepared for interviews to increase your chances of securing job
opportunities in this vibrant city.



Education In Edmonton

Regarding education in Edmonton, you'll find a variety of options to
choose from. Plenty of institutions provide quality education for students
of all ages, from public to private schools.

Edmonton is home to several higher education institutions offering
various programs and degrees. Whether you're a young professional, a
student, or seeking adult education, Edmonton offers a variety of
programs.

Overview of Public and Private Schools

As you navigate the city, you'll find that public and private schools offer a
variety of educational opportunities for students. Educational attainment
is well-regarded, with many options for different needs and preferences.

The government funds public schools in the city and educates all
community students. They offer a comprehensive curriculum and are
known for their strong academic programs.

Private schools are independently funded and often have a more
specialized focus, such as religious or Montessori education. These
schools may have smaller classes and offer unique programs and
extracurricular activities.

Higher Education Institutions

One of the prominent institutions in Edmonton is MacEwan University,
which offers undergraduate and graduate programs in several fields of
study. The university is known for its strong emphasis on experiential
learning, allowing students to gain practical skills and knowledge that
apply to their future careers.

Attracting a significant number of international students who contribute to
the diverse and multicultural environment on campus.



Higher education institutions provide a supportive and stimulating
environment for students to thrive academically and personally.

Adult and Continuing Education Opportunities

The city, known for its strong commitment to education, offers many
programs and resources for adults seeking to expand their knowledge
and skills. Whether you're interested in professional development,
personal enrichment, or upgrading your qualifications, the city has you
covered.

Adult education programs cater to several interests and schedules, with
options that include evening classes, online courses, and part-time
study. From language courses to vocational training, you can find
opportunities to pursue your passions and advance your career.

Enjoy Edmonton’s vibrant educational landscape and unlock your full
potential through its adult and continuing education offerings.

Lifestyle And Recreation

In terms of lifestyle and recreation in Edmonton, you’ll enjoy many
popular activities and attractions. Whether you enjoy outdoor adventures
or prefer immmersing yourself in the arts and culture scene, Edmonton
caters to everyone.

From exploring the beautiful river valley and parks to visiting galleries
and attending live performances, you'll always have things to do in this
vibrant city.

Popular Local Activities and Attractions

For outdoor adventure, the city has numerous urban parks, such as the
stunning River Valley Parks and Fort Edmonton Park, which spans over
160 kilometers and offers hiking, biking, and picnicking trails.

If you enjoy cultural activities, visit attractions like the Art Gallery of
Alberta to immerse yourself in contemporary and historical art exhibits.



For a fun-filled day with the family, head to West Edmonton Mall, North
America’s largest shopping mall and city, featuring an indoor amusement
park, water park, and countless shops and restaurants.

Outdoor Recreation Opportunities

Edmonton provides many outdoor recreation opportunities for an active
and adventurous lifestyle. Known for its abundant green spaces and
picturesque landscapes, the city offers various social activities to suit
every interest.

Edmonton is one of Canada’s sunniest cities, ideal for year-round
outdoor sports and activities.

Whether you enjoy skiing, golfing, or simply stroll in the park,
Edmonton’s outdoor recreation opportunities will keep you active and
engaged in the great outdoors.

Arts and Culture Scene

Known as Canada’s Festival City, Edmonton is home to a thriving arts
community offering various cultural experiences. The city hosts the
renowned Fringe Festival, North America’s largest and oldest fringe
theatre festival, and the Edmonton International Fringe Festival, where
you can enjoy innovative and boundary-pushing performances.

If you’re a music lover, attend the Edmonton Folk Music Festival, which
showcases local and international talent across several genres.

Alongside these festivals, Edmonton teems with art galleries and
museums, including the Art Gallery of Alberta and the Royal Alberta
Museum, providing opportunities to indulge in visual arts, history, and
cultural exhibits.

Transportation In Edmonton
You'll have various options to get around the city, including a
well-established public transportation system with buses and trains.



Knowing about parking regulations and options in the city is important if
you prefer to drive.

Edmonton offers biking and walking routes for those who enjoy a more
active commute.

Public Transportation Options
When you arrive in Edmonton, you'll find various convenient public
transportation options to help you navigate the city.

Edmonton offers an extensive public transport system known as
Edmonton Transit, which includes busses and light rail transit (LRT).

The city center has a well-developed bus route network covering the
entire city, making traveling to different neighborhoods and attractions
easy.

The LRT, also known as the Metro Line, provides a fast and efficient way
to travel within the city, with stops at key locations such as the University
of Alberta and downtown Edmonton.

Whether you take the bus or LRT, Edmonton’s public transportation
system is reliable and offers an affordable cost, making it a convenient
option for getting around the city.

Driving and Parking in the City

Downtown Edmonton can get quite busy with traffic, especially during
rush hour. Commuting by car can be convenient, giving you more control
over your schedule and destinations. It's important to plan your routes
accordingly to avoid heavy traffic areas during peak hours.

Finding parking in downtown Edmonton can take time and effort,
especially during busy times.



Both street parking and parking lots are available, but they can fill up
quickly. It's advisable to arrive early or consider using alternative modes
of transportation if parking is limited.

Keep in mind that some areas may have parking restrictions, so be sure
to check the signage before leaving your vehicle.

Biking and Walking Routes

Edmonton offers a variety of biking and walking routes that cater to
different interests and skill levels. Whether you're looking to explore the
city’s vibrant downtown core or discover the charming neighborhoods in
Edmonton, routes are available to suit your needs.

The city boasts an impressive network of paved trails and pathways that
connect several neighborhoods, parks, and green spaces. You can stroll
along the scenic river valley or ride a challenging bike through the city’s
extensive trail system.

Health And Safety
When moving to Edmonton, it's important to consider the health and
safety aspects of the city.

You'll find a range of healthcare facilities and services available to cater
to your medical needs.

Edmonton also has reliable emergency services that you can rely on.

It's always good to be aware of the crime rates in the city and follow
safety tips to ensure your well-being.

Healthcare Facilities and Services

Edmonton has many healthcare facilities, including hospitals, clinics, and
specialized medical centers. These establishments feature cutting-edge
equipment and are staffed by exceptionally skilled healthcare
professionals. Whether you need routine check-ups, emergency care, or



specialized treatments, you can rest assured that you'll receive quality
healthcare in Edmonton.

Edmonton offers comprehensive healthcare services, including primary
care, specialist consultations, diagnostic tests, surgeries, and
rehabilitation services.

It's important to note that healthcare in Canada is primarily funded
through the public healthcare system, which means that the government
covers most services. It's advisable to have a range of health insurance
policies to cover any additional costs not covered by the public system.

If you’re an international visitor or new resident, it's recommended to
consider international health insurance plans to ensure you have
adequate coverage during your stay in Edmonton.

Emergency Services
Call 911 to access Edmonton’s efficient and responsive emergency
services for immediate assistance in emergencies.

It's important to include emergency services in your moving checklist.
Edmonton is known for its well-established emergency services catering
to its growing population’s needs.

With a metropolitan population of over one million, Edmonton ensures
the safety and security of its residents through its reliable emergency
services. The city has a low crime rate, which is a testament to the
effectiveness of its emergency response system in addressing and
preventing crimes.

Whether a medical emergency or a safety concern, you can rely on
Edmonton’s emergency services to provide prompt and professional
assistance. It's always reassuring to know that help is just a phone call
away in case of any unforeseen circumstances.



Crime Rate and Safety Tips

Edmonton offers a relatively low crime rate compared to other major
cities in Canada. The crime severity index in Edmonton has been
decreasing over the past few years, indicating an improving safety
situation. Remaining cautious and staying mindful of your surroundings
remains crucial.

Consider researching the crime statistics of specific neighborhoods to
make informed decisions.

Locking your doors and windows, especially at night, is recommended to
avoid walking alone in secluded areas. Remain alert and promptly inform
local authorities of any suspicious activities.

The Moving Process

It's important to start planning and organizing the cost of the moving
process. From packing up your belongings to arranging transportation,
there are several steps you need to take to ensure a smooth transition.

Consider hiring professional movers, but weigh the pros and cons before
deciding.

Once you arrive in Edmonton, there are some tips and tricks to help you
settle in during those first few weeks.

Planning and Organizing the Move

Make a checklist of all your tasks for a smooth and organized move to
Edmonton.

Whether relocating to Alberta from another province or a different
country, meticulous planning and organization are essential.

Start by researching companies specializing in long-distance moving, as
they’ll have the expertise and resources needed for a successful move
to Edmonton.



Consider the logistics of the move, such as the distance between your
current location and Edmonton and whether you’ll be moving your entire
household or just your office.

Remember to include tasks like notifying utility companies, changing
your address, and packing efficiently.

Hiring Moving Services: Pros and Cons
After completing the necessary planning and organizing for your move to
Edmonton, consider the pros and cons of hiring moving services.

Hiring moving services can offer several benefits. Professional movers
are experienced and have the necessary sKkills to handle your belongings
safely during shipping to Canada. They can ensure that your items are
packed securely and transported efficiently.

Hiring moving services can save you time and effort as they handle all
logistics.

There are also some cons of living to consider. Hiring moving services
can be expensive, especially if you opt for full-service van lines. You may
need more control over the packing and unpacking process.

Settling In: Tips for the First Few Weeks

In the initial weeks of your move to Edmonton, a city known for its long
and cold winters, establish a routine and familiarize yourself with your
new surroundings. Settling in can be smooth if you follow a few helpful
moving tips.

Make sure to unpack and organize your belongings as soon as possible.
This will help create a sense of stability and make your new space feel
like home, providing more space for comfort and personalization.

Navigate your neighborhood and uncover nearby amenities like grocery
stores, parks, and healthcare facilities. This will help you feel more



connected to your new community and allow you to access essential
services easily.

Reach out to your neighbors and introduce yourself. Building
relationships with the people around you can provide a support system
and valuable local insights.

Living In Edmonton: Personal Experiences
Get insights from recent migrants who can share their unique
perspectives on adjusting to life in Edmonton.

Plus, find valuable tips and advice for newcomers to help make your
transition smoother.

Interviews with Long-Time Residents

As you commence on your journey to Edmonton, hear from long-time
residents about their personal experiences living in the city. Interviews
with long-time residents reveal insights into the lifestyle, cost, and why
Edmonton is a great city of choice for families.

Lifestyle

Residents consistently highlight the vibrant arts and cultural scene in
Edmonton. From worldclass museums to numerous festivals throughout
the year, the city offers a rich and diverse cultural experience.

Outdoor enthusiasts will be delighted by the city’s extensive park system
and proximity to stunning natural landscapes, such as the Canadian
Rockies.

Cost

Many long-time residents appreciate the affordability of living in
Edmonton compared to other major Canadian cities. Housing prices and
overall cost of living are relatively lower, allowing for a higher quality of
life and financial stability.

Tips and Advice for Newcomers



Edmonton is known to be an affordable city with all the amenities you
need for a comfortable life.

An important tip, especially in the provincial capital of Edmonton, is to be
prepared for the lack of provincial sales tax (PST), which is added to
most goods and services in other provinces, but not in Alberta. It's
essential to budget for this absent additional cost when planning your
expenses.

Another piece of advice is to take advantage of the big city’s public
transportation system, which is relatively well-connected by Canadian
standards.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What Is the Cost of Living in Edmonton Compared to Other Cities in Canada?
Compared to other cities in Canada, the cost of living in Edmonton is
relatively affordable. You'll find that affordable housing, groceries, and
transportation expenses are generally lower here, making it a great
place to live.

Are There Any Specific Neighborhoods in Edmonton That Are Recommended for Families?
For families, there are several recommended neighborhoods in
Edmonton. Some popular options include Terwillegar, Windermere, and
Riverbend. These areas offer family-friendly amenities, good schools,
and a safe community.

What Is the Average Commute Time in Edmonton?

The average commute time in Edmonton is around 25 minutes. You'll
find that getting around the city is fairly efficient whether you’re driving or
taking public transportation.

Is There a Strong Sense of Community in Edmonton?

Yes, there is a strong sense of community in Edmonton. You’ll find
friendly neighbors, local events, and organizations that bring people
together. It's a welcoming city where you can easily connect with others.



Are There Any Specific Cultural Events or Festivals That Are Unique to Edmonton?

Yes, there are several cultural events and festivals unique to Edmonton.
The Heritage Festival, Fringe Theatre Festival, and Ice on Whyte
Festival are just a few examples you can look forward to experiencing.
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