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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
 
 
 

?THTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
 
 
 
 
 

? COUNTY, TEXAS 
 

BINDING MEDIATED SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
 

The undersigned parties acknowledge that bona fide disputes and controversies exist between them and hereby 
voluntarily agree to compromise and settle any and all such claims and controversies that are the subject of this 
mediated settlement agreement, save and except any issues expressly reserved for hearing by this Court in this agreeent. 
It is understood and agreed that this is a compromise of a pending dispute, and nothing contained herein shall be 
construed as an admission of fault by any party. The parties wish to avoid potentially protracted and costly litigation. The 
parties acknowledge that this pending dispute has been voluntarily resolved through a mediation process on the date 
indicated below. The parties agree that this agreement is fair and equitable to both parties and is in the best interest of 
the children. 
 
THIS AGREEMENT IS BINDING AND NOT SUBJECT TO REVOCATION AND MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTIONS 
6.602 and/or 153.0071 OF THE TEXAS FAMILY CODE and SECTION 154.071 OF THE TEXAS CIVIL PRACTICE AND 
REMEDIES CODE. A PARTY TO THIS AGREEMENT IS ENTITLED TO JUDGMENT ON THIS MEDIATED SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT. 
 

1.​ THIS AGREEMENT IS BINDING ON THE PARTIES AND IS NOT SUBJECT TO REVOCATION. 
 

2.​ The provisions of this Mediated Settlement Agreement shall be effective immediately as a binding and 
enforceable contract under Texas law. This agreement supersedes any temporary orders or prior agreements 
between the parties regarding the matters addressed herein. 
 

3.​ The terms of this settlement are in accordance with any additional page(s) attached as Exhibits. 
 

4.​ The parties hereto acknowledge that they have the authority to execute this document to be fully binding on 
behalf of the person indicated as to the issues resolved, and that, unless otherwise specifically set forth, this 
agreement resolves all issues in this suit. 

 
5.​ Each signatory hereto warrants and represents: 

a.​ The signatory has authority to bind the parties for whom the signatory acts; and 
b.​ The claims, suits, rights, and/or interests that are the subject matter hereto are owned by the party 

asserting the same and have not been assigned, transferred, or sold and are free of encumbrance. 
 

6.​ Unless otherwise set forth below, the attorney for Plaintiff/Petitioner shall prepare the initial drafts of 
proposed orders and documents. The parties understand and agree that this Mediated Settlement 
Agreement (“MSA”) provides the basic outline of their agreement but that this MSA may omit specific details 
or terms that must be included in an enforceable order or supporting documents based on this MSA.  The 
parties agree to cooperate with each other in the drafting and execution of documents as are reasonably 

 



requested or required to implement the spirit and terms of this agreement. The parties agree, acknowledge, 
and stipulate that, whether or not this MSA specifically provides the necessary language to make the orders 
and documents based on this MSA enforceable, the parties intend that, in the drafting process, all 
appropriate details/requirements necessary for effective and enforceable orders and documents will be 
included. 

 
7.​ If this is a family law case, the parties agree, acknowledge, and stipulate that, unless otherwise agreed, the 

provisions of the latest edition of the Texas Family Law Practice Manual shall be the source for all enabling 
language. 
 

8.​ The parties further agree to submit to this Mediator as Arbitrator of this completed MSA, in binding 
arbitration, any language-drafting disputes relating to the intent of the parties and any issue covered by this 
agreement. Unless otherwise agreed, each party shall be responsible for ½ of the Arbitrator’s fees, to be 
billed at the rate of $400.00 per hour, in one-hour increments. The Arbitrator shall require a deposit from 
each party before any arbitration services are rendered. The parties acknowledge that the Mediator may 
have received confidential information during the course of the mediation and hereby waive any conflict in 
the Mediator acting as Arbitrator. The Arbitrator may conduct any arbitration by written submission, 
conference call, or in-person meeting with counsel, with or without the parties, at the discretion of the 
Arbitrator. If a conference call hearing is held, the Arbitrator may announce an oral ruling to counsel or take 
the matter under advisement. The parties hereby waive the filing of a written arbitration ruling or award 
with the court unless expressly requested in writing. This arbitration provision DOES NOT include the 
resolution of any disputes or enforcement actions after entry of the judgment or orders(s) arising out of the 
MSA.  The Arbitrator shall have the authority to schedule an arbitration conference or hearing in the event 
that the parties are unable to agree on a mutually convenient time within 14 days of notice from either party 
to the Arbitrator that arbitration is needed. 
 

9.​ This agreement is made pursuant to the Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Statutes of the State of Texas 
and is performable in the county of filing and shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of 
Texas. 

 
10.​ The parties acknowledge, by their signatures below, that no original documents have been left with the 

Mediator. In order to protect the confidentiality of the mediation process, the parties authorize the Mediator 
to dispose of the entire mediation file, including, but not limited to, any spreadsheets and/or Mediator 
notes, 30 days after the conclusion of the mediation. 

 
11.​ IT IS ACKNOWLEDGED AND STIPULATED THAT, ALTHOUGH THE MEDIATOR HAS PROVIDED A BASIC FORM FOR 

THIS SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AS A COURTESY, THE PARTIES AND COUNSEL HAVE, PRIOR TO EXECUTION, 
THOROUGHLY REVIEWED THIS DOCUMENT AND HAVE, WHERE DESIRED, MODIFIED IT TO CONFORM TO 
THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF THE AGREEMENTS REACHED BETWEEN THEM AND THE APPROPRIATE WAY TO 
SET FORTH SUCH AGREEMENTS.  FURTHER, THE MEDIATOR PROVIDED NO LEGAL ADVISE AND BY SIGNING 
THIS AGREEMENT YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE MEDIATOR GIVE NO LEGAL ADVISE AND CONDUCTED A 
THOROUGH AND PROPER MEDIATION; AND THAT THE PARTIES AGREE THAT WHILE THEIR ATTORNEYS 
ADEQUATELY PREPARED FOR AND ADVISED THEIR CLIENTS BOTH BEFORE AND DURING MEDITATION, IT WAS 
THE PARTIES THEMSELVES THAT DECIDED WHETHER OR NOT TO ACCEPT THIS AGREEMENT OF THEIR OWN 
VOLITION, AND THAT THE LAWYERS FULLY FULFILLED THEIR OBLIGATIONS PREPARING FOR AND DURING 
MEDIATION.   

 
12.​ The terms “Plaintiff”, “Petitioner”, and “P” will be treated equally as the term for the party that initially filed 

the lawsuit. The terms “Defendant”, “Respondent”, and “D/R” will be treated equally as the term for the 
party against whom the case was filed. The terms “Mother”, “Mom”, and “M” will all be treated as equal 
terms for “Mother”; and the terms “Father”, “F”, “Daddy”, “Dad”, and “D” will all be treated as equal terms 

 



for “Father”. The terms “Wife” and “W” will be treated as equal terms for “Wife”; and the terms “Husband” 
and “H” will be treated as equal terms for “Husband”. 

 
13.​ If this case has yet to be filed, then the parties shall have 90 days from today’s date of signing to file a lawsuit 

to which this agreement applies. If filed within 90 days, this mediated settlement agreement (MSA) shall be 
binding. If filed after 90 days, this MSA shall not be binding, unless agreed to by both parties in writing. 

 
14.​ GOVERNING LAWS AND LANGUAGE: If this is a civil law mediation, the parties agree that any civil case 

orders shall be governed by Texas Civil Laws. If this is a family law mediation, the parties agree that any 
family law orders shall governed by the Texas Family Code and utilize language from the Texas Family Practice 
Manual. 

 
15.​ FAMILY LAW INTENTION OF THE PARTIES: If this is a family law case, the Parties agree that they wish to 

resolve on final orders (a) any property issues to be divided in a fair and equitable manner as part of a 
divorce if this is a divorce, if any such issues exist; and (b) any orders regarding children shall be in the best 
interests of the children if any child matters exist in this case, if any such issues exist. 

 
16.​ FAMILY LAW CASE, PROPERTY TOPICS: That parties agree that any family law case shall be based on the 

Texas Family Code. The parties agree that they wish to be divorced on irreconcilable differences, and that the 
following is a fair and equitable distribution of the community assets and debts:  
a.​ Marital Residence: The parties own a marital residence at X. The parties shall equally divide the net 

profit from the sale of the residence in accordance with these terms below.  
i.​ Monthly Occupancy and Bills: The party solely living in this marital residence shall be solely 

responsible for all expenses, HOA fees, utilities, mortgage payments, and general upkeep.  
ii.​ Repairs: Only those repairs submitted in writing by the realtor shall be equally divided. Any 

repairs done without such documentation or agreement shall not be eligible for reimbursement.  
iii.​ Realtor Selection: The party in sole possession of the residence shall submit within 7 days at 

least 5 suggested realtors with no conflict of interest. The other party shall select a realtor from 
that list within 7 additional days. Failure by the party residing in the residence to submit the list 
of suggested realtors by this deadline shall allow the other party to select any realtor with no 
conflict of interest. If no realtor has been selected by this deadline, the parties shall arbitrate the 
matter with the same mediator of this MSA.  

b.​ Vehicles: These vehicles are solely awarded to the below-indicated party, along with all related loans or 
obligations:  

i.​ Husband: A, B, C. 
ii.​ Wife: X, Y, Z. 

c.​ Financial Accounts - Assets: Any asset account solely in the name and control of one party shall be 
awarded to said party. The exceptions to this are:  

i.​ A 
ii.​ B 

iii.​ C 
d.​ Financial Accounts - Debts: Any debt account solely in the name and control of one party shall be 

awarded to said party. The exceptions to this are:  
i.​ D 

ii.​ E 
iii.​ F 

e.​ Asset Equalization Payment: Party X shall pay Party Y a one-time equalization payment of $0. This shall 
be initiated within 7 days of this Agreement, and the parties shall fully and swiftly comply. Personal 
Belongings and Home Furnishings: The party currently in possession of any personal belongings is solely 
awarded said belongings.  

f.​ Spousal Maintenance: Party X shall pay Party Y a monthly spousal maintenance payment of $0 each 
month for # consecutive monthly payments for a total spousal maintenance obligation of $0. These 

 



payments shall begin on the first day of the month in the first month after the signing of this agreement, 
and shall be paid in consecutive monthly payments until the total amount of $X is paid off in full. 

 
17.​ FAMILY LAW CASE, PARENT-CHILD TOPICS: The parties agree that the following agreements are in the best 

interest of the child or children addressed in the styling of this case:  
a.​ The parties desire to be divorced, dividing the property in a manner that is fair and equitable, and 

agreeing to all rights, duties, access, possession, and visitation that is in the best interests of the 
Children. 

b.​ The parties shall have the ability to vary this schedule and these requirements at any time, provided that 
both agree to said variation from this agreement in writing. If a parental communications app is required 
for communications between parties, this is the method by which said agreements are communicated. 

c.​ Custodial Designation: That the Mother shall be designated as the Custodial Parent for the below 
purposes. 

d.​ Geographic Restriction: That the geographic restriction selected by the Custodial Parent shall be limited 
to the county in which this case is filed in Texas, or in those counties that directly border (i.e., are 
contiguous to) the county in Texas with jurisdiction in this matter (i.e., contiguous counties).  

i.​ No Geographic Restriction: That there shall be no geographical restriction other than within the 
continental United States of America. 

e.​ Designation of Residence: That the Custodial Parent shall have the exclusive right to designate the 
residence of the child(ren) consistent with the above geographic restriction. 

f.​ Rights & Duties: That the parties shall have a Joint Managing Conservatorship (JMC), consistent with the 
Texas Family Code (TFC) with the below tiebreakers. As selected by the Custodial Parent: 

i.​ Invasive Medical Decisions: The primary care physician. 
ii.​ Dental Decisions: The primary dental professional. 

iii.​ Psychiatric Decisions: The primary care physician. 
iv.​ Educational Decisions: The school of attendance for the Child(ren). 
v.​ Psychological Decisions: None, as this is an independent right. 

vi.​ Communications: The parties shall limit all typed communications, calendaring of the children’s 
schedules, reimbursement claims, audio calls with the Children, and video calls with the Children 
to the designated parent communications app and service. All communications shall be in 
English. The selected application is OURFAMILYWIZARD.COM, the cost of which shall be the 
responsibility of each party, and it is in effect at midnight tomorrow. 

vii.​ Access, Possession, and Visitation: That the Custodial Parent (CP) shall have the Children at all 
times, except when the Non-Custodial Parent (NCP) has the children as follows: 

1.​ The NCP shall have the children as per a Standard Possession Order per the Texas Family 
Code (TFC), with all “Elections” possible per the appropriate distances between the 
residences of the parties, as measured by the most direct route via Google Maps. The 
NCP shall exercise this schedule as per the exchange-location language as per the Texas 
Family Code.  

2.​ Per the TFC, (a) weekends shall be determined by the 1st, 3rd, and occasional 5th Fridays 
of the month during the school year when not overruled by the holiday schedule; (b) the 
CP shall have the Spring Break and First-Half of Christmas holidays in odd numbered 
years, and the NCP shall have these in even numbered years; (c) the CP shall have the 
Thanksgiving and Second-Half of Christmas holidays in even numbered years, and the 
NCP shall have these in odd numbered years; (d) Mothers shall have Mother’s Day 
Weekend from that Friday after school until that Sunday at 6 pm, and Fathers shall have 
Father’s Day Weekend from that Friday at 6 pm until that Sunday at 6 pm; all exchanges 
on school days shall be assumed to be at the school when the school day ends by the 
parent beginning their period of possession, and also non-school exchanges shall be at 
the residence of the CP unless agreed otherwise in this document. 

 



3.​ The NCP shall elect to exercise summer visitation from 6 pm July 1st until 6 pm July 31st 
each year unless written notice is provided prior to April 1st immediately preceding said 
summer.   

g.​ Child Support: The parties agree that the Custodial Parent has the sole right to collect child support, that 
all child support shall be paid through and in accordance with the Texas Office of the Attorney General 
Child Support Guidelines and the State Disbursement Unit. Further, this agreement is immediately in 
effect at the time of signing and is enforceable by contempt.  

i.​ Child Support Amount: The Non-Custodial Parent has a monthly child support obligation of $___ 
per month in consecutive monthly payments on the first day of the month, beginning in the first 
month after the signing of this agreement. For the first two months, the payments shall be made 
directly to the Custodial Parent via Zelle, Venmo, Cash App, or PayPal with “Child Support” 
indicated in the “Memo” field of the payment. Beginning the third month, it shall be paid 
directly through the Texas OAG’s SDU. 

ii.​ New Child Support Compliance: It is the responsibility of the Non-Custodial Parent to complete 
all necessary legal steps for child support compliance, regardless of who the Petitioner or 
Respondent doing the drafting of the order based on this agreement. 

iii.​ Back-Owed Child Support: The parties agree that the amount of back-owed child support by the 
NCP to the CP parent is the total amount of $_____. This amount shall be paid off in consecutive 
monthly payments through the Texas Office of the Attorney General in the amount of $_____ 
each month beginning on the 2nd occurrence of the 1st day of the month after the signing of this 
agreement.  

iv.​ Retroactive Child Support: The parties agree that the month and year of separation was _____, 
that the amount of months after this first month until this month is _____ months, that the 
applicable amount of retroactive child support is the total of $_____, and that the monthly 
amount of $_____ shall be paid in consecutive monthly payments beginning on the 2nd 
occurrence of the 1st day of the month after today’s mediation.   

v.​ Child Support Compliance: The NCP is responsible for the completion of all child support-related 
paperwork and compliance to be completed within 14 days of this agreement, with copies of the 
paperwork and proof of submission to be sent to the opposing party within 14 days of the 
signing of this agreement.  

vi.​ CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT: ALL CHILD SUPPORT RELATED TOPICS SHALL BE ENFORCEABLE 
WITH CONTENT INCLUDING FINES AND JAILTIMES AS PER THE TEXAS FAMILY CODE. 

h.​ Health Support: The Non-Custodial Parent shall maintain the Children on their insurance by paying the 
monthly premiums, and the parties shall equally divide any uninsured or uncovered medical or dental 
expenses, as provided by the Texas Family Code. 

i.​ Loving & Caring Action: The parties agree to incorporate the Texas Loving and Caring Action into this 
MSA and subsequent order, per the Texas Family Code. 

j.​ Parental Communications: Effective immediately, the parties shall use the AppClose app and service, in 
English, for all communications, calendaring, and reimbursement claims. 

k.​ Income Taxes: Only the Custodial Parent shall claim the children on their taxes. 
 

 



 
AGREED TO AND SIGNED on July 10, 2026. 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
Petitioner 
Husband/Father/Dad/Wife/Mother/Mom 
Name 
name@email.com​
555-cell-fone 
Address, City, State, Zipcode 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Attorney for Petitioner 
Name - State Bar of Texas No. 12345678 
name@email.com​
555-cell-fone 
Address, City, State, Zipcode 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Respondent 
Husband/Father/Dad/Wife/Mother/Mom 
Name 
name@email.com​
555-cell-fone 
Address, City, State, Zipcode 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Attorney for Respondent 
Name - State Bar of Texas No. 12345678 
name@email.com​
555-cell-fone 
Address, City, State, Zipcode 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Mediator 
Thomas A. King - State Bar of Texas No. 00784398 
713-449-2000 ◾ tom@tomking.com◾ www.tomking.com 
7941 Katy Freeway, Suite 271, Houston, Texas 77024 
 

 


