Third Grade Instructional Plan for
Social Studies: Spring Semester

Course Overview

Third Grade social studies empowers students to become engaged citizens who understand and
embrace their rights and responsibilities through critical thinking, using reliable evidence, and
interacting respectfully with their peers.

Throughout the year, students will:
e Apply critical thinking skills to organize and use information required from a variety of
valid sources, including technology.
e Communicate in oral, written, and visual forms.
e Use problem solving and decision making skills, working independently and with others.

Contact Information

Teacher Name: Kayla Barrera

Email: kavla.barrera@midlandisd.net
Phone: (432)240-6347

Classroom Expectations
Our classroom is a safe learning place, which encourages teamwork, positive feedback, and
academic achievement. All students will be respectful to others. We will be good listeners to the
teacher and to other's ideas. All students will be hard working contributors in the process of
getting their education in order to be successful and reach their full potential.
Expectation 1: Be respectful
e Use appropriate voice level
e Raise your hand, and wait your turn to speak
e Listen to all instructions and directions
e Stay in your seat and wait for teacher permission
Expectation 2: Be responsible
e Complete all assigned tasks
e Be prepared: Have all necessary materials
Expectation 3: Be safe
e Always keep your hands and feet to self
e Walk at all times
e Report problems to an adult
Expectation 4: Be ready to learn and try your best every day
e Come to class on time
e Prioritize daily attendance
Positive reinforcement and clear routines will help students learn and meet these expectations.
If expectations are not met, the teacher will first reteach and remind the student(s) of
expectations. If a student continues to fail to meet expectations, they will be redirected, then
parents will be contacted. If a student is unable to meet expectations after these preventative
measures, an office referral will be made.

Attendance Policy & Its Importance
Regular attendance is vital to your child’s academic development. Third grade is a pivotal year in
reading - students move from learning to read to reading to learn. When students attend daily,
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they stay current with new skills, deepening their knowledge of the world, develop thinking
skills, and practice important habits that support lifelong learning.

Please notify the school if your child will be absent. Frequent or extended absences may
make it more difficult for your child to learn necessary foundational skills that ensure student
success this year and in future school years.

Learning Objectives
By the end of the first semester, students will be able to:

Using Social Studies Weekly Curriculum, students will develop skills such as:

e describe personal connections to a variety of sources, including self-selected texts

e gather information, including historical and current events and geographic data, about
the community using a variety of resources
use democratic procedures to simulate making decisions on school, local, or state issues
use social studies terminology correctly
recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including: (ii) features
such as sections, tables, graphs, timelines, bullets, numbers, and bold and italicized font
to support understanding

Year at a Glance

Month Unit / TEKS Focus

Jan 7- Feb 17 History Contd. (3.13A), Culture (3.10-3.12)

Feb 17- Apr 2 Culture Contd. (3.10A-3.12), Geography
(3.3A-C-3.4A-C)

Apr 2- May 22 Geography Contd. (3.3A-C-3.4A-C), Economics
(3.5A-B-3.6A-D)

Course Resources
- Chromebook (provided by Midland ISD)
- Journals and writing utensils (part of the school supply list)
- i-Ready

Grading Policy

According to Midland ISD Grading Policy:

Teachers are expected to use a variety of types of student work performance to assess student
achievement. The teacher should choose those which are most appropriate to the class, the
students, and the TEKS/SEs under study.
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Students will receive minor assignment feedback within three to five school days. Major
assignments such as research projects, group projects, and research papers or other long-term
projects shall receive a final cumulative grade within ten school days. However, the teacher shall
award interim minor assessment grades for individual steps in the process.

Major assignments - 40% Minor assignments - 60% which may include homework; however,
homework may not constitute more than one fourth of the minor assessment summative grade.

Class DoJo (School-wide System of Communication)
Our campus uses ClassDoJo to communicate with families. Please ensure you join our class for
important updates.

Please feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns. We are excited to work together to
make this a successful year of learning!

Please fill out the portion below and return this portion to your teacher.
We acknowledge that we have read and that we understand the expectations in Third
Grade Social Studies. We agree to contact the teacher should we have any questions or
concerns regarding this instructional plan.

Parent Name:

Student Name:

Cell Phone Number:

E-Mail:

Parent Signature :

Student Signature:

Date:
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