Lesson 38 — Jingle Bells
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Chords Learned

C Major (C-E-G)
F Major (F-A-C)
G Major (G-B-D)
Bb Major (Bb—D-F)
D Minor (D-F-A)
A Minor (A—C-E)

Music Theory

Jingle Bells is in the key of C Major, which means it uses no sharps or flats—just the white
keys on the piano! That makes it easy to sing and play.

This song uses three special chords to make the music sound fun and complete:

e C Major is the “home” chord. It sounds happy and safe.
e F Major takes us on a little musical trip.
e G Major gets us ready to come back home again!

Sometimes the piano or guitar doesn’t play the whole chord at once. Instead, the notes are
played one at a time, which makes the music sound light and bouncy—just like a sleigh ride!

Rhythm and Note Values

In this song, you'll see a new kind of note—eighth notes! They look like little flags (J), and they
are twice as fast as quarter notes. That means two eighth notes fit into one beat. You might
have clapped them in music class, but now you get to play them on your instrument!

There’s also a longer note called a dotted half note. It looks like a half note with a little dot next
to it. The dot makes it last for three beats instead of two. You'll usually see this long note at the
end of a line so the music can fill the whole measure before moving on.



Musical Form

Jingle Bells has a fun and easy pattern! The chorus — that’s the part that goes “Jingle bells,
jingle bells...” — comes back again and again. In between, we hear different parts of the story,
like riding in the snow or racing with the sleigh.

The music is made of even phrases, usually 4 or 8 bars long. That helps us know when to
breathe and when to play next. At the end of each section, we hear a special change in the
music that makes it feel finished. That's called a cadence. In this key, it often goes from the G
chord (that’s the V chord) back to the C chord (that’s our | or “home” chord). It sounds like the
music is saying, “We’re done!”

E&= SCORE PARTS — INSTRUMENT GUIDE

# Voice (Singing)
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Jing le bells, Jing - le bells, Jing - le all the way.
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Oh, what fun it is to ride in a one horse o - pen sleigh, hey!
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Jing - le bells, Jing - le bells, Jing - le all the way.
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Oh, what fun it is to ride in a one horse 0 - pen sleigh.
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Dash - ing through the Snow in a one horse 0o - pem sleigh,
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o'er the field we go, laughing - ing all the way.
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fun it is to ride and sing a sleigh -ing song to night!
Verse 1: Chorus: Verse 2: Chorus (repeat)
Dashing through the Jingle bells, jingle bells Now the ground is Oh, jingle bells, jingle
snow Jingle all the way white bells... (as above)
In a one-horse open Oh, what funitistoride  Go it while you're
sleigh In a one-horse open young Outro:

sleigh, hey! Take the girls tonight Oh, what fun it is to ride



O'er the fields we go
Laughing all the way

Bells on bobtails ring
Making spirits bright
What fun it is to ride
and sing

A sleighing song
tonight, oh!
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Chorus

The chorus that everybody knows is written in our tone range, so we can all play it together.

Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way

Oh, what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open
sleigh

Sing this sleighing
song

Get a bobtailed bay
Two-forty for his speed
And hitch him to an
open sleigh

And you will take the
lead

In a one-horse open
sleigh!

This part is steady and clear, and everyone can join confidently.
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Verse

The verses are higher than the notes we have learned so far. Either the teacher will play those
parts alone while we sing, or experienced players may take them on as a challenge. When we
sing, we will sing an octave lower so it fits our range.
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w Drum Kit (or Any Percussion)
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