PETITION

President Biden must support the most vulnerable in Afghanistan and lift refugee caps
https://sign.moveon.ora/petitions/president-biden-must-support-the-most-vulnerable-in-afghanist
an-as-part-of-the-withdrawal-plan

CONGRESSIONAL ADVOCACY

Instructions:
1. Click here to look up your member of Congress.
2. Be sure to send this email to all three of your members of Congress: your
Representative in the House, and both of your U.S. Senators.
3. Share this link [bit.ly/afghanistanemergency] and graphic with your friends and tell them
to write to their members of Congress as well.

Dear [name of your member of Congress],

I’m writing to you as your constituent to request your immediate support for the Afghan people
through emergency humanitarian aid allocation, ensuring the aid is delivered safely, and urging
the Department of State to grant humanitarian parole to all Afghans in danger--regardless of
quotas. The Department of State must expand and expedite the processing of P1, P2, and P3
refugees from the region while also removing life-threatening obstacles to qualification for those
programs. Further, the Department of Homeland Security must designate Temporary Protected
Status (TPS) for Afghans already in the United States.

In addition to creating a security cordon around Kabul’s airport, the administration must live up
to its promises to Afghans who cannot reach Kabul because of Taliban checkpoints. This means
securing and opening the airports in Kandahar and Mazar Sharif.

While many advocates welcome the U.S. government’s evacuation of Afghan allies through the
SIV program and the passage of the emergency security supplemental bill which includes
funding for Afghan refugee assistance, | am concerned that the available pathways to safety for
Afghans who were not directly involved with U.S. armed forces are extremely limited in scope
and number.

Because the United States chose to hasten its withdrawal from Afghanistan during the height of
the summer season when Taliban attacks are at their highest, ordinary Afghans were left
unprepared to flee to safer areas. This will mean more Afghans than ever will be at the
front-lines of conflict and face unprecedented levels of violence from an emboldened Taliban.
Afghan refugees fleeing to neighboring nations like Pakistan and Iran are already being turned
away.


https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/president-biden-must-support-the-most-vulnerable-in-afghanistan-as-part-of-the-withdrawal-plan
https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/president-biden-must-support-the-most-vulnerable-in-afghanistan-as-part-of-the-withdrawal-plan
https://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zd6xdaCV5bDcLbh70g1nV4jKB8akIeKF/view?usp=sharing
https://www.hias.org/news/press-releases/hias-applauds-us-congressional-action-help-afghans

Vulnerable Afghan women, children, and men who come from impoverished, rural areas,
members of the Hazara community, journalists, activists, humanitarian workers, other ethnic and
religious minorities likely face two options if the security situation continues to worsen: abject
degradation at the hands of the Taliban or death.

| echo the calls from humanitarian and refugee resettlement organizations to increase the
capacity of NGOs operating in the country to make referrals for the P1 program, especially for
women and girls, activists, and religious and ethnic minorities.

Additionally, the increased allocation for P2 refugees is fraught with complications. As noted in
the InterAction statement dated August 2, 2021, “Application for P-2 visas requires individuals to
flee Afghanistan and apply from neighboring countries. InterAction feels that this is
unacceptable, as several critical border crossing checkpoints are now under Taliban control and
Afghanistan’s neighbors may not necessarily welcome these individuals and their families.” |
urge you to closely follow the recommendations outlined in the InterAction statement to mitigate
these issues.

| understand U.S. involvement in Afghanistan has to come to an end. But the U.S. also has a
moral responsibility to do everything it can to mitigate the humanitarian consequences of its
withdrawal from the country. The United States can do this by ensuring aid organizations are
allowed to deliver aid without endangerment from the Taliban and call for all parties to respect
international humanitarian law. | implore you to act now. Thank you.

Respectfully,
[Your name]
[Your zip code]

PHONE SCRIPT

Hello, My name is and | live at in

I am calling to urge my representative to support the immediate evacuation of women, civil
society activists, human rights defenders, LGBTQ+, religious and ethnic minorities, and other
vulnerable groups from Afghanistan.

We must broaden visa eligibility and expedite processing for SIV, P1, and P2 visas. Afghans in
danger who do not qualify for those programs must be granted humanitarian parole and refugee
quotas waived. We must demand that third-party processing countries drop visa requirements
for those fleeing Afghanistan. These requirements are difficult to meet in the best of times, let
alone during a humanitarian disaster and political collapse. Further, the DHS must designate


https://www.interaction.org/blog/statement-in-response-to-secretary-of-state-blinkens-announcement-of-a-priority-2-designation-granting-u-s-refugee-admissions-program-access-for-certain-afghan-nationals/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/immigrate/special-immg-visa-afghans-employed-us-gov.html

Afghans for Temporary Protected Status to prevent deportations or other returns to Afghanistan
for Afghans who are already in the United States.

The US must supply government-run evacuation flights for the most vulnerable Afghansand use
its influence to keep the Kabul airport operational. Further, the US must work to open the
airports in Kandahar and Mazar Sharif so Afghans who cannot reach Kabul can also reach
safety.

The U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan and the forceful resurgence of the Taliban is deplorable.
After pursuing 20 years of failed policies that have created a humanitarian crisis, the absolute
least the US can do is provide refuge to those seeking it. Thank you.

REPUTABLE ORGANIZATIONS WORKING IN AFGHANISTAN

If you are able, please consider donating directly to established, reputable organizations
working in Afghanistan. | understand there is a preference among the Afghan diaspora to
donate directly to trusted contacts through ad-hoc fundraisers, GoFundMes, and Western
Union, but there are a couple of very important reasons to donate to established organizations.

1. Charities, NGOs, and other relief organizations are experts at what they do. They know
where the help is needed most and how to get it there.

2. Organizations working in Afghanistan hire Afghan staff. Now more than ever, the Afghan
staff at these reputable organizations need a regular source of income they can depend
upon. We need to invest in the capacity of Afghan humanitarians who have been doing
this work for decades.

3. Urgency -- when we donate to reputable organizations working in the region, that means
they will have money on hand as different crises emerge and can respond quickly and
nimbly.

4. Transparency -- registered charities and non-profits are required to provide a complete
accounting of their programs and operating costs. When you donate money to a
registered entity, you know your money is going where it should.

Donations links to reputable organizations providing life-saving care in Afghanistan:

e EMERGENCY -- an ltalian organization that provides free, high-quality medical and
surgical care to the victims of war in Afghanistan. | have seen their life-saving work
first-hand. Donations to EMERGENCY are tax-deductible in the US.
https://en.emergency.it/how-to-donate/

e DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS (Medecins Sans Frontiers) -- another reputable
international organization providing life-saving medical care to victims of war. Update
from August 11, 2021: “The situation in the country has deteriorated to a point that in
some cities, like Lashkar Gah and Kunduz, the medical facilities are on the front lines,”
explains Laura Bourjolly, MSF humanitarian affairs manager in Afghanistan. “MSF staff


https://en.emergency.it/how-to-donate/

continue to treat patients in all of our projects, under dire circumstances.”
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/what-we-do/countries/afghanistan

e INTERNATIONAL RESCUE COMMITTEE-- IRC has been working in Afghanistan since
1988. They provide emergency assistance to internally displaced people.
https://www.rescue.org/country/afghanistan

e AFGHANAID -- a UK charity that works in conflict and disaster-affected provinces many
other organizations don’t have a presence in. Donations to Afghanaid are not

tax-deductible in the U.S. https://www.afghanaid.org.uk/donate/donate/4/direct-debit

SPONSORSHIP FOR HUMANITARIAN PAROLE

Can Americans sponsor Afghans to come to the US? Yes. See this link for more information.

OTHER IMMIGRATION RELIEF FOR AFGHANS

QUESTIONS?
Contact: Bilal Askaryar, askBilal@gmail.com
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