
This lesson goes over adjective basics. 

Grammar Review 

Sentence Structure  

While most Norwegian sentences use the subject-verb-object (SVO) word order, like English 

does, Norwegian does have the V2 (verb second) rule.  

●​ If an adverbial phrase or subordinate clause is at the front of the sentence, the subject 

and the verb have to switch places (this is called “inversion”) so that the verb stays in the 

second position. 

 Eksempel English 

SVO Jeg matet kattene tidligere. I fed the cats earlier. 

Leonora så filmen etter hun leste boka. Leonora watched the film after she read the book. 

V2 Tidligere matet jeg kattene. Earlier, I fed the cats. 

Etter Leonora leste boka, så hun filmen. After Leonora read the book, she watched the film. 

 

If a sentence has more than one verb  

●​ The second verb will be in a nonfinite form (e.g. å finne).  

If the sentence has inversion  

●​ Then the subject will come between the finite (i.e. conjugated) verb and nonfinite verb. 

 Eksempel English 

SVO Forfatteren begynte å skrive ei ny bok i 
forrige måned. 

The author began writing a new book last month. 

Barna prøvde å gå på ski etter det snødde. The children tried to ski after it snowed. 

V2 I forrige måned begynte forfatteren å skrive 
ei ny bok. 

Last month, the author began writing a new book. 

Etter det snødde, prøvde barna å gå på ski. After it snowed, the children tried to ski. 
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Verb Conjugation 

Conjugating the present tense of verbs in Norwegian is fairly simple. Most present tense verbs 

just add an -r to the end of the infinitive and drop the infinitive marker (å). 

Infinitive Present English Infinitive Present English 

Å bake baker Bakes / Baking Å følge følger Follows / Following 

Å krangle krangler Argues / Arguing Å snorke snorker Snores / Snoring 

 

There are some exceptions / irregulars: 

Infinitive Present English Infinitive Present English 

Å kunne Kan To be able to 
(can) 

Å måtte Må To have to 

Å skulle Skal To have to; to 
be going to 

Å ville Vil To want 

Å være  Er To be Å vite Vet To know 

 

Past tense conjugation is a bit more difficult, however there are some guidelines (but keep in 

mind there are exceptions).  

 

1.​ If the verb ends with a double consonant, consonant cluster, or voiced plosive (b / d), 

past tense often ends in -et. 

2.​ If the verb ends in a single consonant (except v / b / d), past tense typically ends in -te. 

3.​ If the verb ends with v or diphthong, the past tense usually ends in -de. 

4.​ If the verb has only one syllable with a long vowel, past tense often ends in -dde. 

Rule 
Number 

Infinitive Past Tense English 

1 Å redde reddet Saved 

Å snakke snakket Talked 

2 Å løse løste Solved 
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Å kjøre kjørte Drove 

3 Å leie leide Rented 

Å prøve prøvde Tried 

4 Å skje skjedde Happened 

Å snø snødde Snowed 

 

There are three ways to talk about future activities.  

●​ Using a present tense verb + a time adverbial.  

●​ Using a modal verb + an infinitive. 

●​ Using the phrase “kommer til å + infinitive” (used when the speaker has no control of the 

situation) 

 Eksempel English 

Present Tense + Time Adverbial Atleten spiller i fotballkampen i 
morgen. 

The athlete is playing in the football match 
tomorrow. 

Modal Verbs + Infinitive Pianisten skal stemme pianoet.  The pianist will tune the piano. 

Kommer til + Infinitive Byen kommer til å miste strømmen på 
grunn av stormen. 

The city is going to lose power because of the 
storm. 

Adjectives 

In Norwegian, adjectives must always agree with the number and gender of the noun.  

●​ The plural form of the adjective is the same across all genders.  

●​ The adjective also has two declensions: indefinite and definite.  

●​ Unfortunately, there are many irregulars. 

Indefinite Form 

When using the indefinite form (i.e.  “en bil,” “ei bok,” etc): 

●​ The adjective does not change when the noun is singular masculine or feminine gender 

(en / ei) 

●​ The adjective gets a -t ending if the noun is singular neuter (et)  

●​ The adjective gets an -e ending in plural in all three genders.  

Gender Singular English Plural English 
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Masc. En stor katt A big cat Store katter Big cats 

En rød kopp A red cup Røde kopper Red cups 

En fin kjole A nice dress Fine kjoler Nice dresses 

Fem.  Ei stor bok A bi Store bøker Big books 

Ei rød skjorte A red shirt røde skjorter Red shirts 

Ei fin leilighet A nice apartment fine leiligheter Nice apartments 

Neut. Et stort tre A big tree Store trær Big trees 

Et rødt hus A red house Røde hus Red houses 

Et fint armbånd A nice bracelet Fine armbånd Nice bracelets 

 

Most adjectives decline the same way as “stor” does, in which there are only 3 forms. 

1.​ Stor - only used in the indefinite singular form for masc / fem nouns. 

2.​ Stort - only used in the indefinite neuter singular form 

3.​ Store - used in all other forms 

Definite Form 

In the definite form, the adjective almost always takes an -e ending:  

Gender Singular English Plural English 

Masc. Den store katten The big cat De store kattene The big cats 

Den røde koppen The red cup De røde koppene The red cups 

Fem.  Den store boka The big book De store bøkene The big books 

Den røde skjorta The red shirt De røde skjortene The red shirts 

Neut. Det store treet The big tree De store trea / trærne The big trees 

Det røde huset The red house De røde husa / husene The red houses 

 

The adjective declines the same as they do in the indefinite, when the adjective is predicative 

(i.e. after the noun). 

Gender Singular English Plural English 

Masc. Katten er stor The cat is big Kattene er store The cats are big 

Koppen er rød The cup is red Koppene er røde The cups are red 
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Fem.  Boka er stor The book is big Bøkene er store The books are big 

Skjorta er rød The shirt is red Skjortene er røde The shirts are red 

Neut. Treet er stort The tree is big Trærne er store The trees are big 

Huset er rødt The house is red Husene er røde The houses are red 

 

Let’s Practice: 

Eksempel (kol. 1) English Eksempel (kol. 2) English 

Cheetah: En søt baby A cute baby Xer0; Høye alarmer Loud alarms 

Den korte atleten (Amanda) The short athlete  den nye filmen The new film 

Duck langt hår Long hair Dan: Et høyt gjerde A tall fence 

Caro ♦: Skoene er nye. The shoes are new. Sænskur: Eplet er grønt The apple is green. 

 

The definite form of the adjective is used in a number of ways in Norwegian: 

1.​ After the definite article (den / det) 

2.​ After the demonstrative pronoun (den / denne / dette) 

3.​ After the possessive pronoun (min / mitt, etc) 

4.​ After the genitive -s 

5.​ After første, siste, neste, samme 

6.​ Certain prepositional phrases 

7.​ In some cases before a noun without a preceding article, usually when the adjective is 

part of a proper name or an expression of address. 

 

Rule Norwegian English 

After definite article Den stygge andungen. The ugly duckling. 

Det gamle huset The old house 

Den rare poteten The weird potato 

After the demonstrative pronoun Den / denne gule regnfrakken That / this yellow raincoat. 

Det / dette nye biblioteket That / this new library 

Den / denne engstelige anda That / this anxious duck 

After the possessive pronoun * Min kjekke mann My handsome husband 
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Ditt varme skjerf Your warm scarf 

Våre søte kjæledyr. Our cute pets. 

After the genitive -s Berits vakre smil Berit’s pretty smile 

Leifs gamle sko. Leif’s old shoes 

Lars’ beste ski Lars’ best skis 

After første, siste, neste, samme Neste offentlige tale. The next public speech 

Det første røde og hvite flagget. The first red and white flag 

Den siste fine tiden var dagen før 
Rodney eksploderte et solsystem. 

The last nice time was the day before 
Rodney exploded a solar system. 

Certain prepositional phrases Hele dagen  The whole day 

Midt på lyse dagen In broad daylight 

Ut av løse luften Out of thin air 

Before a noun without a preceding 
article when the adjective is part of 
a proper name or an expression of 
address. 

Gamle Norge Old Norway​
 

Kjære barn Dear children​
 

 
*NOTE:  Exception to this rule: “Egen / Eget” 
 

 Eksempel English 

Masc / Fem Han var forut for sin egen tid. He was ahead of his time. 

Neut Kjøpte du ditt eget hus? Did you buy your own house? 

Plural Disse er mine egne skoene / skoa. These are my own shoes. 

 
 
The following adjectives do not inflect for number or gender. 
 

1.​ Certain adjectives which end in a stressed vowel. 

Norwegian English Norwegian English Norwegian English 

Bra Good Slu Sly Lilla Lilac 

Troende Faithful Ru* Rough Sky* Shy 
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Sjalu* Jealous Sta* Stubborn Edru* Sober 

 

*NOTE:  In the ordbok, the -e ending is optional for these words. 

​ Ex:​ Den edru(e) mannen  ​​ The sober man 

​ ​ Eslene er sta(e) ​ ​ The mules are stubborn 

​ ​ Mannen er sjalu(e)​ ​ The husband is jealous 

 
2.​ Adjectives which end in an unstressed -e. 

Norwegian English Norwegian English Norwegian English 

Øde Deserted Sovende Sleeping Bedre* Better 

Stille Quiet Syngende Singing Penere* Prettier 

Steinete Stony Gående Walking Mindre* Smaller 

*NOTE: These words are comparatives; most (if not all) comparatives end in an unstressed -e 

and therefore do not inflect. 

​ Ex:​ Et øde område    ​ ​ a deserted area 

​ ​ Et sovende barn  ​ ​ a sleeping child 

​ ​ Mannen var stille ​ ​ the man was quiet 

 

3.​ Some adjectives ending in -s. 

Norwegian English Norwegian English Norwegian English 

Stakkars Poor Gratis Free Nymotens Newfangled 

Avsides Remote Felles Mutual Forgjeves In vain 

Innvortes Internal  

 
​ Ex:​ Stakkars folk!  ​ ​ poor people 

​ ​ Et gratis måltid  ​ ​ a free meal 

​ ​  

**If the lessons are beneficial, please consider buying me a virtual coffee. Thanks.**   
 
 

Resources:   
Norwegian: An Essential Grammar (pg. 70-78) 
Learn Norwegian! Adjectives (YouTube) 
Norwegian Language: Adjectives (w Karin) (YouTube) 
Learn Norwegian Naturally: Adjectives (YouTube; på norsk) 
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https://www.buymeacoffee.com/dannibal
https://tanuljunknorvegul.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/learn-norwegian-language-routledge-norwegian-an-essential-grammar.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qhm0HA0V3JE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKfuT5VI6Lw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1IkWv0J7Mg


 
Exercise 1:  Fill in the blank ​
Copy / Paste into a separate GOOGLE document before answering. 
 
En (white) _______ elefant spiste et (green) _____ eple. ​
 
De (loud) ______ klokkene ringte kontinuerlig. ​
 
Har du sett de (soft) _____ tøflene mine?​
 
Faren min kjøpte et (new) _____ hundehus til sin (cute)  ____  hund.​
 
Har du et (warm) ____ teppe (som) jeg kan bruke?​
 
Guttene har et (good) _______ gjemmested.​
 
“Jeg forstår ikke de (newfangled) ___ mobiltelefonene”, sa den (old) ____ kvinnen.​
 
Mange (poor) ______ folk bor i den (remote) _____ landsbyen ved den (big) ______ innsjøen.​
Answer Key 
 
Exercise 2:  Write 4 sentences containing adjectives. 
 
Dan: 

1.​ Hannibal kjøpte en dyr dress til sin kjekke mann​
(Hannibal bought an expensive suit for his handsome husband.) 

2.​ Den svarte katten min liker å kose med meg når jeg sover.​
(My black cat likes to cuddle with me when I sleep.) 

3.​ Hannibal kjørte en ny motorsykkel rundt Frankrike. ​
(Hannibal drove a new motorcycle around France.) 

4.​ Liker du filmer og spill som om skumle?​
(Do you like films and games that are scary?) 

 
 
Xer0fire: 

1.​ Vi kjøpte en ny og dyr bil, men den var meget dårlig. 
We bought a new and expensive car but it was very bad. 

2.​ Det er noen deilige grønne epler på tallerkenen. 
There are some delicious green apples on the plate. 

3.​ Datamaskinen var ment å være kraftig selv om den fortsatt ikke kan spille crysis så godt. 
The computer was meant to be powerful although it still can't play crysis very well. 

4.​ Den siste kunstneriske bevegelsen er å tegne slangetunger på uvurderlig kunst. 
The latest artistic movement is to draw snake tongues on priceless art. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sG6u5XvjGHYB2nOaoFMPcd4UxRtd684OhiVEti4A0VA/edit?usp=sharing


 
 

Birk3: (Peppa Gris mixed with The Shrine episode of SGA) 
1.​ Carson: Stakkars John! Du er klissvåt! Ta av deg klærne dine før du blir syk. 

Carson: Poor John! You are soaking wet! Take off your clothes before you become sick. 
2.​ Rodney: Hva med stakkars Rodney? Jeg er på veien til å få den verste sykdommen her! 

Jeg har en sterk hodepine. 
Rodney: What about poor Rodney? I am on the way to get the worst disease here! I’ve 
got a strong headache. 

3.​ Carson: Det går bra med deg, Rodney. Ta disse tablettene og drikk en varm kopp te. 
Carson: You are fine, Rodney. Take these pills and drink a warm cup of tea. 

4.​ Rodney: Jeg er sikkert på at jeg har et lite skummelt romvesen i hodet mitt, men du 
forteller meg å ta det med ro og ha en langsom og smertefull død. 
Rodney: I am sure that I have a small scary alien in my head, but you tell me to take it 
easy and have a slow and painful death. 

 
 
 
Serene: 

1.​ Den lilla kjolen klemte kroppen hennes da kvinnen leste en hvit bok på balkongen. ​
(The lilac dress hugged her body as the woman read a white book on the balcony.) 

2.​ “Du vet,” sa mannen som gikk i nærheten av henne, “det hvite blir gjennomsiktig med 
solen.” ​
(“You know,” said the man who was near her, “the white becomes see-through with the 
sun.”) 

3.​ Den rødmende kvinne la boken på bordet. “Vil du ha litt iskald lemonade?” ​
(The blushing woman put the book on the table. “Would you like some ice cold 
lemonade?”)  

4.​ Kinnene hans ble røde da øynene hans gikk mot himmelen. “Syns lilla også blir 
gjennomskitig i solen.” ​
(His cheeks turned red as his eyes went to the sky. “Seems lilac also becomes see 
through in the sun.”) 
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