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Victor Douville: [00:00:00] They have to know their values. We have four major 
ones that universities try to teach the students. And that’s the idea of generosity, 
courage, patience, and fortitude. So those values…like generosity is 
wowacintanka…is to…from the heart, to give. CANT UNDERSTAND. We expect 
these in return. Woohitika…bravery. Then we’ve got the other two values…LAKOTA 
WORD is courage and endurance, wowacintanka…is your strong-willed. You have 
fortitude to stand up to a lot of problems we have and not back off. So the values are 
the things we are trying to teach. There are several others that are not on our college 
logo like compassion, waohola, which is…they have to have humility and caring. So 
those are taught. And most importantly, respect comes from that. We seemed to 
have lost a lot of respect because the crime rates have gone high and the family 
values have been tossed aside. So we have to go back and rebuild those. And along 
the horizon, social reform is coming. And eventually we will be able to teach values. 
The family system was the centerpiece of our lifestyle. It is also the centerpiece of 
our tribal government. In fact, our tribal government system was based on the 
protocol of the  
 
Victor Douville: [00:02:00] first seven tiospayes that formed. It’s the older and the 
youngest…and respect is commanded by how old you are. So the template was the 
family and the tribal governments followed the same lead. So that’s what we are 
trying to do…rebuild those…reteach those so that they can be long-lasting. And 
resiliency…we are a resilient society because we never lost that. We continued to 
battle the government for almost over a hundred…up to the 1770s when the 
government came. They tried to WORD our people…make them into their image. 
They attacked these values that we had like the Dawes Act which was to convert 
land into individual properties. It changed the whole family structure. So far, we are 
resilient because we are still standing. The government is a failed policy that they 
had to back off from and eventually let us continue. They gave us programs that 
were supposed to help us speak English better. But we are kind of losing the 
language slowly. First, I think we lost most were the guttural sounds and most glottal 
stops. We’re losing them. We must go back and rebuild them. And we also did 
another thing…contract our language…which means we are having fast talk which is 
not speaking to original ways. We are cutting it. The program we got this to that the 
students learn about the old way so then they can begin to contract them. Then they 
will understand. Otherwise, when you contract a word, you don’t know the meaning 
of it. So that’s one of the things we are trying to do. It’s going to be a really hard way 
that we are going to go  
 
Victor Douville: [00:04:00] because it will return the government their policies and 
their practices are against that. So we have to make it compatible. We are the only 
ones that can change it. But we’re weakened because the family structures aren’t 
there. So that is…we are trying to figure out how to move those and begin to change. 


