
Shaping Our Nation: Important Americans  
 

Overview 

Chapter 2 of Social Studies, "Americans and Their History," explores key figures who 
have influenced the story of our nation. 

Project Assignment 

For this project, you will select an influential individual from American history to research 
and create a video presentation detailing their contributions to shaping the country. 

Grading 

This assignment will be evaluated for both your Social Studies and Oral & Written 
Communication grades. 
 
 
Due Date: October 23, 2026 
 

Tasks 

1.​ Think and Plan 
Think about a certain American person from history who has made a positive 
contribution to our country. Choose someone and write how he or she shaped history. 
Use the link below to submit your response.  
 
Due  (Link posted in Google Classroom as an Assignment) 5 Oct 13, 2026
points 
 
Questions to answer on form: 

1.​ Who will you be researching? 
2.​ Why is this person important in shaping American history? What did he or she 

do for the country? 
 

 
Please submit your person on the correct form. 

2.​ Research  
Find key facts about your chosen individual in books and on trusted websites.  

 
Suggested Websites 



https://www.ducksters.com/biography/ 
https://www.kiddle.co/  
https://www.history.com/ 
getepic.com 
 

1.​ Design a Backdrop 
Set up an engaging backdrop to stand in front of during your presentation. Incorporate 
vibrant colors, graphics, and essential facts about your historical figure to capture your 
audience's interest.  

2.​ Draft Your Speech 
Using the findings from your research, compose a brief speech centered on your 
chosen influential American. Be sure to emphasize their key contributions to the 
development of our nation. You may either deliver the speech from memory or write 
key points on note cards to assist you. 
 

3.​ Gather Your Costumes & Props 
Dress up to match the historical figure you selected. Examine photos of the individual 
or the historical period to help you choose suitable outfits and items. Let your 
creativity shine!  

4.​ Record and Submit Your Presentation Due Date: October 23, 2026 
Record your presentation, keeping the total time to 3 minutes or less. After recording, 
upload your completed video to the posted assignment in Google Classroom. 
 
Submissions will open in Google Classroom on October 19, 2026.  
 
If you experience any difficulties submitting your video, please reach out via email 
using the subject line “Shaping Our Nation: Important Americans Project.” 
 
Contact Information: 
• Ms. Daniel: ydaniel@cmitelementary.org 
• Mr. Copper: dcopper@cmitelementary.org 
 
 

 
 
Use the checklist below to ensure that you have included everything in your 
presentation.  

 

Checklist/Rubric Points  

I included key facts and other information 10 

https://www.ducksters.com/biography/
https://www.kiddle.co/
https://www.history.com/
http://getepic.com
mailto:ydaniel@cmitelementary.org
mailto:dcopper@cmitelementary.org


about the American I chose. I explained 
how this American helped bring a positive 
change in the United States.  

My presentation was well organized and 
easy to follow.  

5 

I used a backdrop, costume, and props to 
make my presentation more interesting 
and informative. 

15 

I spoke loudly and clearly so people could 
hear what I was saying.  

5 

I answered questions asked by others 
during or following my presentation  

5 

Total Points  40 
 
 
 
 

Here is a list of a few  influential historical and modern figures who deeply shaped 
American History. These are just suggestions. You do not have to pick someone from 
this list. Think of someone you would like to learn more about.  

🏛️ Founding Figures & Early Leaders 

●​ George Washington: The first president of the United States and leader of the 
Continental Army. 

●​ Thomas Jefferson: The main author of the Declaration of Independence and the 
third U.S. president. 

●​ Benjamin Franklin: A famous inventor, scientist, and diplomat who helped write 
the Constitution. 

●​ Abigail Adams: An early advocate for women's rights who advised her husband, 
President John Adams. 

✊ Civil Rights & Freedom Champions 

●​ Harriet Tubman: A brave abolitionist who led enslaved people to freedom on the 
Underground Railroad. 



●​ Abraham Lincoln: The 16th president who led the nation during the Civil War and 
ended slavery. 

●​ Martin Luther King Jr.: A powerful civil rights leader who used peaceful protests 
to fight for racial equality. 

●​ Rosa Parks: A civil rights activist whose refusal to give up her bus seat sparked 
the Montgomery bus boycott. 

●​ Cesar Chavez: A labor leader who fought for the rights and fair treatment of 
farmworkers. 

🔬 Innovators, Scientists & Pioneers 

●​ Alexander Graham Bell: The inventor who patented the first practical telephone. 
●​ Thomas Edison: A prolific inventor who created the electric lightbulb and the 

phonograph. 
●​ The Wright Brothers: Orville and Wilbur Wright, who built and flew the first 

successful airplane. 
●​ George Washington Carver: An agricultural scientist who invented hundreds of 

uses for peanuts and sweet potatoes. 
●​ Amelia Earhart: The first female aviator to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean. 
●​ Katherine Johnson: A brilliant NASA mathematician whose calculations helped 

send the first Americans into space. 

🌟 Modern Changemakers & Leaders 

●​ Barack Obama: The 44th president and the first African American to hold the 
office. 

●​ Sandra Day O'Connor: The first woman to serve as a justice on the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

●​ Neil Armstrong: The astronaut who became the first person to walk on the moon. 
●​ Dolores Huerta: An activist who co-founded the United Farm Workers union 

alongside Cesar Chavez. 
●​ John Lewis: A dedicated civil rights leader and long-serving U.S. Congressman. 

 

Here are kid-friendly research questions to help guide your research. They are 
organized to help you think about a person's life, obstacles, and lasting impact. 

📜 1. The Basics (Getting Started) 



●​ When and where was this person born, and what was their childhood like? 
●​ What are three interesting facts about this person's early life? 
●​ What jobs or roles did they have when they grew up? 

🚀 2. The Big Achievements (What They Did) 

●​ What is the most important thing this person did to change American history? 
●​ Did they invent, build, write, or fight for something? Describe it in your own 

words. 
●​ Why do you think their achievement was so difficult or brave to do at that time? 

🧗 3. Overcoming Obstacles (The Challenges) 

●​ What challenges or unfair rules did this person have to face? 
●​ How did they show courage or determination when things got tough? 
●​ Who helped them along the way, or did they work mostly alone? 

🌟 4. The Lasting Impact (Why It Matters Now) 

●​ How is America different today because of this person’s choices? 
●​ If you could meet this person today, what is one question you would ask them? 
●​ What character trait (like kindness, bravery, or curiosity) describes them best, 

and why? 
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