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CONTACTS ON FOLLOWING PAGE. 
 
 
Hello [NAME],  
 
My name is [NAME], and I am [add personal relationship: alum, parent, gymnastics fan, 
prospective student, etc].  
 
I am emailing today to urge a serious and thorough reconsideration of the decision to 
discontinue seven of William & Mary’s most successful athletic programs, as announced on 
Thursday, September 3rd, 2020.  
 
These very programs constitute the University’s best claim to athletic dominance at the 
conference level and consistent representation at the NCAA level. Eliminating these sports in 
pursuit of bolstering “nationally competitive programs” is flatly disingenuous, if not entirely 
counterproductive to achieving those ends.  
 
Alternate funding options and revenue streams exist. The lack of preliminary discussion with the 
Tribe Club or outreach to these programs’ alumni communities - major untapped philanthropic 
avenues - demonstrates a mere unwillingness to pursue them. Furthermore, a surprise 
announcement, seemingly-planned in secret, plagiarized from Stanford's similar announcement, 
and one not accompanied by hard nor publicly-accessible data, is a direct affront to the 
principles of “integrity, transparency, and accountability” which Tribe Athletics claims to embody. 
It also casts serious doubt on the core value of “Integrity” shared by the Athletic Department and 
the university.    
 
This decision stands in direct opposition to much of the mission, goals, and core values 
described in the Athletic Department’s Strategic Plan and makes a mockery of the philosophy, 
“One Tribe, One Family.” So William & Mary can continue to aspire to its highest values, I 
strongly urge the President, Provost, Board of Visitors, and Athletic Department to reconsider 
this decision and explore alternative options that do not eliminate precious opportunities for 
collegiate athletes nor call the integrity of the department and the university so greatly into 
question.   
 
Thank you.  
 

 



Email Addresses 

 

President’s Office  

President: Katherine Rowe 
757-221-7892 / karowe@wm.edu 

Chief of Staff: Jeremy Martin 
(CC) jpmartin@wm.edu 

VP of Public Affairs: Henry Broaddus 
(CC) henry@wm.edu 

Senior Counselor to the President: Jim 
Golden, Ph.D.  (CC) jrgold@wm.edu  
 

 

Athletic Department  

Athletic Director: Samantha Huge skhuge@wm.edu 
 

Deputy Director of Athletics: Chelsey Burk  
(CC) cpburk@email.wm.edu 

Chief of Staff: Aimee Clark  
(CC) agclark@wm.edu 

 
 
Board of Visitors (Officers)  

John E. Littel P '22 
Rector jlittel@wm.edu 

William H. Payne II '01 
Vice Rector whpayne@wm.edu 

  

Board of Visitors (Members)  

Mirza Baig P '24 mirza@aldrichcap.com 

Victor K. Branch '84 vbranch@wm.edu 

S. Douglas Bunch '02, J.D. '06 sdbunch@wm.edu 

Sue H. Gerdelman '76 shgerdelman@wm.edu 

James A. Hixon J.D. '79, M.L.T. '80 jahixon@wm.edu 

Cynthia E. Hudson J.D. '87 chudson@sandsanderson.com 

Anne Leigh Kerr '91, J.D. '98 alkerr@wm.edu 

Charles E. Poston J.D. '74 ceposton01@wm.edu 
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Lisa E. Roday lroday@wm.edu 

J. E. Lincoln Saunders '06 lincoln.saunders@richmondgov.com 

Karen Kennedy Schultz '75 kkschultz01@wm.edu 

H. Thomas Watkins III '74 htwatkins01@wm.edu 

Brian P. Woolfolk J.D. '96 bpwoolfolk@wm.edu 

  

Board of Visitors (Faculty Representatives)  

Thomas J. Ward 
Professor, School of Education tjward@wm.edu 

Tiffany R. Birdsong 
Assistant Professor, Psychology tbirdsong@rbc.edu 
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