WAUSEON EXEMPTED VILLAGE SCHOOLY

MEMO

TO: ALL STAFF MEMBERS
FROM: TROY ARMSTRONG, SUPERINTENDENT
RE: BOARD SUMMARY

DATE:  12-13-2022

Please find below the summary of the December 12, 2022 meeting of the Wauseon Exempted Village
Board of Education. Please contact me immediately should you have questions.

° Heard a report from Mr. Eric Sauber, Operations Supervisor

° Heard a presentation from Great Lakes Biomedical regarding random drug testing

° Discussed a tentative revision to the 2023-2024 school calendar

° Heard a report from the Finance Committee

° Heard a presentation from Dr. Chris Harben regarding our current Strategic Planning process
° Approved the minutes as presented

° Approved the following Treasurer Consent Items as presented:

0 Approved the monthly financial reports

0 Accepted with gratitude the following donations:

e (Cases of canned soup and 3 whole turkeys from Mike and Laurie Brown to the WES Food
Pantry

e Numerous boxes of stuffing, mashed potatoes, and canned food from the Wauseon School
Transportation Department to the WES Food Pantry

e $50.00 in memory of Allen Spiess from the Wauseon Class of 1968 — Funds applied to the
Food Service Donation Key

e $150.00 anonymous donation to the Food Service Donation Key

e $150.00 anonymous donation to Food Service Expenses and to the Food Service Donation
Key



179 hats and 43 pairs of gloves from The Bargain Bin to WPS

$100.00 anonymous donation to the Food Service Donation Key

$100.00 anonymous donation to the Food Service Donation Key

Numerous books from Gina Rossman via the United Way of Fulton County/Imagination

Library Program to WPS

e Approximately $250.00 in craft supplies including construction paper, 20 specialty
scissors, art paper, poster boards, notebook paper, and highlighters from Jennifer Kordich
to WPS

e $26.00 anonymous donation to the WPS Food Service Donation Key

e Several new packages of boys and girls undergarments from the Knights of Columbus to
WES

e $250.00 from the Wendt Family Trust to the WHS Food Service Donation Key

Cans of food collected by various fitness classes at FCHC Fitness to the WES Food Pantry

e Food donations from Fulton County Christmas Cheer to the WES Food Pantry

Approved FY2023 Amended Appropriation Resolution:

FY 2023 Appropriations - Amended

FTD Carryover Total

30-Nov

FUND  Description FTD Appropriation Encumbrances Appropriations

001 GENERAL 420,977,459.18 $ 110,286.00 $21,087,745.18 $21,087,745.18
ooz BOMD RETIREMENT 51,875,820.15 S - S 1,875,820.15 S 1,875,820.15
003 PEEMAMNENT IMPROVEMENT 5425,870.00 5 336,036.00 S 761,906.00 S  761,906.00
006 FOOD SERVICE %761,210.21 % - %  761,210.21 % 761,210.21
o7 SPECIAL TRUST 543,160.00 5 4,750.00 S 47,910.00 S 47,910.00
018 PUBLIC SCHOOL SUPPORT 549,000.00 5 - 5 49,000.00 5 49,000.00
031 UNDERGROUMND STORAGE TAMNKS 50.00 S - 5 -

034 CLASSROOM FACILITIES MAINT. 582,500.00 5 82,500.00 5 82,500.00
200 STUDENT MANAGED ACTIVITY 5229,967.27 5 400.00 S 230,367.27 5 230,367.27
300 DISTRICT MANAGED ACTIVITY 5351,922.00 5 250.00 § 352,17200 S 352,172.00
451 DATA COMMUNICATION 5 7,200.00 5 - 5 7,200.00 5 7,200.00
499 MISC, GRANT STATE GRANT FUND 5 - 5 215,960.00 S 215960.00 S  215,960.00
507 ESSER 5 129,446.71 5 12944671 5 129,446.71
509 215T CENTURY g 16,022.45 % 16,022.45 % 16,022.45
516 IDEA PART B GRANTS 5 408,935.69 S 408,935.69 S  408,935.69
572 TITLE | DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN 5 281,837.44 5 2B1,837.44 5 281,837.44
584 TITLE IV 5 16,506.08 $  16,506.08 %  16,506.08
590 IMPROVING TEACHER QUALITY 5 49,090.31 5 49,090.31 S 43,090.31
509 MISCELLAMEOUS FEDERAL GRANT s 24,424.00 5 2442400 5 24,424.,00

425,730,371.49 $ 667,682.00

Grand Total All Funds:

% 26,398,053.49

526,398,053.49



e Approved the following personnel items:

0 Approved the Rachel Wixey and Associates Substitute List as presented

0 Offered a one-year limited classified contract to Richard Eric Hunter as a WEVS 2 Hour Cook
Floater at Step 0 on the approved salary schedule, retroactive to November 21, 2022

0 Offered a one-year limited classified contract to Jessica Williams as a WHS Teacher Aide at
Step 1 on the approved salary schedule, retroactive to November 21, 2022,

0 Approved a request for Parental Leave from Erin Cheesbro, effective January 1, 2023 through
June 30, 2023

0 Approved the transfer of Mallorie Hannon from a WPS Teacher Aide to a WES Teacher Aide,
retroactive to November 28, 2022

0 Accepted the resignation for the purposes of retirement of Greg Walker as a WES 5™ Grade
Teacher, effective June 1, 2023

0 Accepted the resignation for the purposes of retirement of Sandy Eyer as a WMS Sweeper,
effective January 1, 2023

0 Approved Tom Burkholder as a Van Driver

0 Offered a one-year limited certified supplemental contract to Erin Mazurowksi as the Assistant
Softball Coach for the 2022-2023 school year at Step 0 on the approved salary schedule

0 Approved the following students at Athletic Department Workers for the 2022-2023 school
year:

Ella Hageman Landon O’Dell
0 Approved Tara Tedrow as an Athletic Department Worker for the 2022-2023 school year

0 Approved Blake Pitzen as a Volunteer Wrestling Coach for the 2022-2023 school year,
retroactive to November 11, 2022

0 Approved the following individuals as Volunteer Coaches for the 2022-2023 school year:

Harlee Floss Volunteer Softball Coach
Kody Moden Volunteer Boys Tennis Coach
Joe Schneider Volunteer Wrestling Coach



e Approved the following NEOLA Bylaw Policies addition/revisions for a second reading:

Policy Number Policy Name New/Revised/Replacement
Policy 1415 Severance Pay Revised
Policy 1617 Weapons Revised
Policy 2280 Preschool Program Revised
Policy 2413 Career Advising Revised
Policy 2430 District-Sponsored Clubs and Activities Revised
Policy 2431 Interscholastic Athletics Revised
Policy 3120.08 Employment of Personnel for Co-Curricular

/Extra-Curricular Activities Revised
Policy 3217 Weapons Revised
Policy 4217 Weapons Revised
Policy 5111 Eligibility of Resident/Nonresident Students Revised
Policy 5335 Care of Students with Chronic Health Conditions Revised
Policy 5336 Care of Student with Diabetes Revised
Policy 5460.01 Diploma Deferral Revised
Policy 6320 Purchasing and Bidding Revised
Policy 6700 Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) Revised
Policy 7217 Weapons Revised
Policy 7440 Plant Security Revised
Policy 7440.03 Unmanned Aerial Vehicles Revised
Policy 8210 School Calendar Revised
Policy 8320 Personnel Files Revised
Policy 8330 Student Records Revised
Policy 8600 Transportation Revised

e Approved the following resolution:

WHEREAS, EdChoice Vouchers are funded by the State from designated appropriation line-items
200-550, 200-604, 200-612 and payment to private schools diminishes the amount of funding and
levels of educational opportunities in districts; and

WHEREAS, the deduction of school voucher funds from the School District further reduces the
funding available to support the additional needs of district minority pupils, pupils in poverty and
pupils with disabilities; and

WHEREAS, the deductions of school voucher funds from School Districts increases reliance on
local tax revenue to maintain school operations in violation of the Ohio Constitution and clear
directives of the Ohio Supreme Court.

Section 1. Now, Therefore, The Board of Education finds and determines that the deduction of

school voucher funds from School District is harmful to the district, its pupils, taxpayers, voter and
staff.



Section 2. The Board of Education authorizes and directs the School District’s joinder of the Ohio
Coalition of Equity and Adequacy of School funding (Coalition) and directs the District Treasurer
to pay Coalition dues as set forth in Section 3.

Section 3. Coalition dues for the 2021-2022 school year are the sum of $2.00 per district pupil
(enrollment listed on most recent report card). Dues shall be allocated by the Coalition as follows:
1: $.50 per pupil shall be initially allocated to the payment of Coalition operating expenses, and, 2;
$1.50 per pupil shall be allocated to the support of the Coalitions’ efforts in opposition to the
deduction of school voucher funds from this, and other school districts. Coalition dues are payable
upon passage of this resolution.

e Approved Community Reinvestment Area Agreement with Rama Tika Management, LLC. as
presented

e Approved the Tax Incentive Donation Agreement between the Wauseon Exempted Village
School District and Rama Tika Management, LLC. as presented

e Appointed Larry L. Fruth as representative to the Four County Career Center Board of
Education for a three-year term commencing January 1, 2023

Larry L. Fruth meets all of the three criteria areas necessary for participation in the Four
County Career Center Board of Education.

Set the 2023 Wauseon Exempted Village Board of Education Organizational Meeting on:

Monday, January 9, 2023 at 5:30 p.m. with President Pro Tempore Amy Fisher presiding

Adjourned the meeting

The January Organizational Board of Education meeting will be held on
Monday, January 9, 2023 at 5:30 p.m. at the Board of Education office

Please see below for a Fall 2022 article from Columbus Bar Lawyer Quarterly
regarding school funding
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The Promised

Education
Movement

& MAUREEN REEDY
Over the last 30 years, many things have
changed. We saw the internet take over
the world. We can close ourgarage doors
from across oceans by simply telling our
watches to do so. Kate Bush came and
went... and came back again.

But one thing has not changed. Fully funding and
strengthening Ohios constitutional promise of “one
system of common public schools” remains the best
educational investrment for our children,

Yet, that promise remains maddeningly elusive, in
no small measure, due to the state’s unrelenting
commitment to school choice options that have
generally produced poor performing schools. This
commitment has continuously impeded the state’s
constitutionally mandated obligations to provide
Ohio's 1.5 million students the "thorough and
efficient”™ system of common schools that the Ohio
Constitution requires of our General Assembly and
Gowvernor.

30 [ 0DL UMBL

al 4

o

School Choice Performance
Doesn't Measure Up

The average Ohio charter school has a lower four-
year graduation rate than all bul one public school
district’. About 1 in 4 Ohio charter schools have closed
within the first five years of opening®. Overall, test
scores are consistently higher in Ohle'’s public schools
compared with charter schools and private schools
taking taxpayer subsidies through vouchers”. Charter
schools spend almost twice the taxpayer dollars on
administrative costs while public schools invest our
tax dollars more fully in vital resources and programs
for educating studants®,

So why this investment?

The education reform movement—largely typified by
state investment in privately run, sometimes for-profit,
charter schools and mestly religious private schools
through taxpayer funded tuition vouchers—remains a
political, not an education movement.
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How else can you explain that since 1996, Ohio
has spent more than $18.6 billion on schools that
have provided significantly worse academic options
for students and helped exacerbate the racial re-
segregation of our schools and communities=all
while failing to save significant taxpayer dollars and
simultaneously producing the state’s largest ever
taxpayer rip-off?

Ohio's school choice movement has earned our
state the national nickname of “the Wild, Wild West
of Charter Schools™ While there are real questions
in other states about whether charter schools or
vouchers help or harm students, the scope and scale
of the movement's near universal failure here in Chio
remaing unique among the 50 states.

To give you an idea of just how much of a policy
disaster these options have been, let's look at their
performance, efficiency and scandal.

Ohio's Educational Options are
Generally Poor Performing

Stnce the creation of the state's A-F report card
system (which has since been changed to a five-star
system), Ohio's Charter Schools have received more
F grades than &, B and C grades combinad®,

Iore than half the time, a student attending a charter
school leaves a district that cutperformed the charter
school on more report card measures. About 1in &
charters take all their studemts from districts that
outperform them®.

‘ ‘ From a purely policy perspective, if you want
most

efficient
Ohio's

way fo
schools, the

improve
state's

public schools are the best way to do that.
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EXPERIENCE MATTERS

That's bad.

Further proof exists in how charter students fare after
graduation.

An amazing 5.4% of those whe graduated from an
Ohio charter schoal in 2009 had a college degree
within six years of graduation and less than 1 in 4 of
them were even enrofled in a college within two years
of graduation*™. In the class of 2074, it's 11.6% with a
college degree and 29.5% enrofled within two years"™.
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Even in Ohio's most historically low-performing urban
public schools, a student has about a 50% better
chance of both enrolling in college within twa years
of graduation and earmning a college degree within six
years of graduation than they would if they'd attended
an Ohio charter school. In non-urban districts, the
rates are far higher=.

The news isn't much better for private schools that
take public tuition subsidies through the state’s
voucher programs.

The Cincinnati Enguirer ran an investigative story that
found that In nearly % In 10 cases, a student taking a
voucher attended a private school whose proficiency
test scores were worse than the district the student
left, Even in traditionally ridiculed urban districts like
Toledo or Akron®.,

In -addition, the pro-voucher organization Thomas B.
Fardham Foundation found* that

“ihe students who use vouchers 1o attend
private schools have fared worse academically
compared to their closely matched peers
attending public schools. The study finds
negative effects that are greater In math
than in English language arts. Such impacts
also appear to persist over time, suggesting
that the results are not driven simply by the
setbacks that typically accompany any change
of school.”

s _ Dkay. So maybe
- they don't owverall
outparform even
the state's
historically
lowest-

performing public schools. But at least they don't cost
as much, right?

Mot exactly.

Private Sector Options are Less
Efficient with Taxpayer Money

For the 2020-20271 =chool year, the average charter
school spent 513,426 per pupil from all sources™
The average public school district spent $13,346,
That's right. Ohlg's public-school districts spent less
than charter schools, even with local revenue, and
performed far better.

However, the allegedly more efficient private sector
education solution—charter schools—on  average
spent almost 1 out of every 4 dollars on non-
instructional administrative costs—nearly $3,000 per
student out of that 513,426, Meanwhile, Ohic’s public-
school districts only spent $1,856 per stiedent on
administrators—about 40% less per pupil®,

So dezpite spending more per pupil than the average
school district, Ohio's charter schools performed
significantly worse on state guality measures. From a
purely policy perspective, if you want to find the most
efficlent way to improve student achievement in Ohio's
schools, the state's public schools are the best way to
do that.

Yet lawmakers consistently find ways to invest
greater sums of taxpayers’ money in charter schools
and vouchers. The only plausible explanation for this
cantinued investment is politics.

Politics Trump Failure and
Scandal

Ohio's godfather of vouchers and charter schools—
David Brennan—admitted from the very beginning that
his effarts were purely political,

*This is a political, not education fight” Brennan said



in & 1599 interview with the Associated Press. "l cant
get anything if the governar doesn't back me"*

Brennan is the person most singularly responsible for
Ohio’s current infatuation with charter schools and
private school tuition vouchers.

& venture capitalist from Akron who made his first
fortune buying and selling off companies, Brennan
became a fixture in national and state Republican
politics thanks to the enormous sums of money he
contributed 1o them. And those contributions paid off
as the charter and voucher schools he ran hauled in
hundreds of millions of dollars, making him fabulously
waalthy™,

From the 1996-1997 school year until the 2021-2022
schoal year, Ohio taxpayers have sent more than $18.6
billion to charter schoals and private schools through
tuitlon subsidies™,

That 518.6 billion is roughly the size of the worldwide
LED pane! light market, or the fantasy spors market
in 2017 And it's more than what Ohic has spent on
higher education... for the last 7 years™

Adding to the size of the commitment 1o these options
is how the funding works.

For 24 years, charters and vouchers were funded by
deducting their funding from the state aid that was
going to the local school district the student would
have otherwlse attended.

Here's the problem: The amount deducted for charters
(and to a lesser extent, vouchers) was almost always
more than the student would have received from the
state if they had remained in the local public school.

For example, let's say the state says it should cost
4100 to educate a student in XYZ school district. But
the state expects the district to pick up half that cost
using local revenue. So, the state would send 850 to
educate the student and XYZ would raise local revenua
to cover the remaining amaount.

However, if that same student decided to goto acharter
school, the state would transfer 5100 to the charter
school 1o cover the student's costs, even though the
state would have provided half that cost to the local
school district. [t doesn't take leng for that district to
really feel the state rezource drain, and in fact in some
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cases, districts had to make up 25-40% of their state
aid with local revenue to cover their losses™,

Vouchers worked the same way, though, because they
tended to be a lower per pupil deduction, but the state
aid loss wasn't as egregious.

This funding scheme has changed now that the Fair
School Funding Plan was adopted in the 2021 biennial
budget, though it has yet to be fully funded.

Mow all the funding comes out of the same line item.
But if you aren't fully funding the educatlons of the
1.5 million students attending local public schools,
then any additional funding coming out of that pot
necessarily impedes the ability of the state to fully
meet the needs of the 90% of students who attend
local public schools.

While enroliment In  private schools overall is
down about 15% since 2008=% and charter school
enmoliment remains below historic highs from about a
decade ago, the moeney for these schoal options has

exploded. Why?

Because the state legisiature has always increased
the per pupil funding going te charters and vouchers
to the point that the average charter school student
now receives $9,066 in state aid™®, The average high
school woucher student receives 57,500, and the
average K-8 student receives $5,500.

Meanwhile, the average local public-school student
receives 54,4400

Thiz fiscal disparity is the cpposite of what Chief
Justice William Rhenguist found in the landmark
Cleveland voucher case Zelman v. Simmons-Harris
that the Cleveland voucher program "in fact createld]
financial disincentives for religious schoaols, with
private, religious schools receiving only half the
government assistance ghven to community schools
and one-third the assistance given to magnet
schools.™

It would be one thing if charters and wvouchers
provided demonstrably better educational outcomes.
This funding conundrum would still be an issue, but al
least it wouldn't be one of quality,

However, as lald out earlier, charters and vouchers
provide demonstrably worse academic options for




the vast majority of students who use them. In some
cases, the poor performance is stupefying.

Take the Electronic Classroom of Tomaorrow (ECOT).
One year | looked at thelr performance, and | found
that of the nearly $100 million that went to ECOT,
all but abowt 32,000 of it came from districts that
outperformed ECOT on every report card measura™,

¥et ECOT collected nearly 57 billion in taxpayer funding
since 2007,

How?

Because ECOT was run by William Lager who,
after Brennan, was the largest contributor to Ohio
Republicans™. In fact, at nearly every graduation
ceremony ECOT had, there was a prominent Ohic
Republican politician speaking at it. House Speakears.
Senate Presidents. Governors. And even Tucker
Carlsons*.

Current Ohio Lt. Gov. Jon Husted was the only two-
time graduation speaker and received the only
honorary diploma the sehool ever gave when he spoke
the second time®™*,

Lager donated $1.4 million to mestly Republican
candidates between 2000 and 201 &=,

ECOT came crashing to earth in 2017 when the Ohio
Department of Education actually asked Lager to
prove he was educating all the kids taxpayers were
paying him to educate. Turned out he couldn’t prove he
was educating about a third of the students taxpayers
were funding him to educate.

Over the last three years of the school's existence,
Lager was found 10 owe Ohio taxpayers
§117 million™= despite him trying to block the
finding in Electronic Classroom of Tomorrow v, Ohio
Department of Education. And that was just in three
of its 16 years of existence. Not only that, but in the
school’s very first year of existence, a state audit

showed the school couldn't prove it was educating
about 3 of every 10 kids it was getfting paid to
Educa‘te“'“.

Since its inception, the school was always daing the
very thing that eventually shut it down - billing the
state for educating kids it couldn't prove it had. Yet
because of Lager's powerful political friends, it was
only ever ordered to repay taxpayers for this scheme
in 3 of its 16 years. As a reminder, over its lifetime,
the school collected mere than 51 billion in taxpayer
PTHOnEY.

The Auditor of State who caught ECOT in 2001-
Jim Petro—became the single largest reciplent of
Lager money. Lager would write in his self-published
book= that Petro "offered incredible oversight in
making the Ohio Department of Education do its job”

Again, politics, not policy, allowed Lager to rake in
more than 1 billion in taxpayer money. Even more
outragecus? At least the state could audit Lager’s
school 1o see if it was actually educating students.
Since 1996, more than $3.6 billion has been sent to
Ohia private schoals through the state’s voucher
programs. Mot a single penny has ever been audited
by the state. Mot a penny.

Now What

One would think that the ECOT scandal—the largest
taxpayer rip-off in the states history—would chasten
lawmakers into cracking down on charters and the
Cincinnati Enquirer story and other data would give
them pause to keep pouring money into private school
tuition subsidies.

However, in the last year, Republican lawmakers have
introduced a universal voucher bill™* that would give
money to parents to spend anywhere—a local public
school, charter school, private school, home schoaol,
whatever. And at an additional potential cost to
tawpayers of §1.2 billion=,
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Alawsuitfiled this year in Franklin County™, Columbus
City School District v. State of Ohio, seeks to have the
courts declare the state's EdChoice voucher program
&5 unconstitutional under the state constitution. If
successful, the lawsuit would stop efforts to siphon
billions more tax dollars away from students in public
schools and give them as a tuition subsidy to parents
who already have chosen to send their kids to private
schools.

The Dhio Legiskative Service Comtnission has found
that as many as two thirds of voucher recipients never
attended a public school before taking a voucher™,

In a nutshell, the lawsuit says vouchers are a separate
system of schools, take money away from the 90% of
students who attend public schools, create greates
racial segregation, allow religlous organizations to
control public school money (which is forbidden in
the Ohio Constitution) and violate the Fourteenth
Amendment of the Chio Gonstitution.

Perhaps the most conceming outcome of Chio's
voucher program has been how it has clearly led to
White Flight. Of the 95 Ohio school districts that had
maore than 10 students take vouchers, 76 (accounting
for 87% of all vouchers) saw higher rates of White
students take them than the district's percentage of
White students overalf~,

On average, a student taking an EdCheice voucher Is
about 57% more likely to be White than the district they
leave. And about half of all EdChoice vouchers this
year come from districts whose voucher recipients are
75% more likely to be White than the district overal==,

In some cases, the racial disparity is stark. For
example, Princeton City Schools near Cincinnati is
only 22% White, yet 92% of the 265 voucher reciplents
from that district are White.

When Policy Matters Ohic looked at the Cleveland
voucher program in 2002, they found almost the exact

sarme racial breakdown then as there is now™.

Lawmakers have known for 20 years that voucher
programs are helping to re-segregate our schools,
in open violation of Brown v Board of Education.
Yet they've unhesitatingly increased state voucher
investment by several hundred percent™.

The state's top privatizer, Senate President Matt
Huffman has said that moving a universal voucher bill
will be his top priority in next year's budget™.

It is absolutely critical this lawsuit succeed, or at least
inspire some legisiative introspection.

There is hope. I've seen it befora.

In 2071, Ohio's legislative leaders let David Brennan re-
write charter school oversight law so he could defeat
a lawsult filed against him by schools he ran, Hope
Academy Broadway Campus v. White Hat Management,
LLC. Two years later, failing charters like the ones
Brennan ran got big state funding boosts, infuriating
high-quality charter school proponents®™

Advocates from both sides worked on a reform
package that reigned in much of the state’s egregiously
lax charter school oversight.For example, before
House Bill 2 passed in 2015, the Ohto Department of
Education didn't keep track of which for-profit charter
school operators ran which schools, Now they do,

House Bill 2 wasn't perfect. And H certainly wasn't
cutting edge. Bul it fixed some things. All because
the politics of the issue finally enraged the sector's
policy wonks enough to leave their ideological
entrenchments, wander through no-man’s land and
work with the other side on legislation that made a
difference.

One can only hope similarly brave and indignant peaple
once agaln venture over the top to save our kids'
educations. The Land Grdinance of 1785 set aside the
heart of every township in the Northwest Territory for
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“public schoels™ Jefferson's words.

The original “heart of it all” was public education.
In many ways, the idea that every child in every
community deserves education’s great promise was
the American Revolution.

Ohio has spent the last 237 years struggling to meet
Jefferson's dream. Butwe must. We cannot continue to
stray from America’s grand goal of ensuring that every
child, everywhere can realize their own greatness,

Only public education can help achieve those dreams
for every student. Two hundred and thirty-seven years
i= far too long a wait.

The time for diversion is over.

The time for commitment is now.

Stephen Dyer

Former Chairman of the Primary and
Secondary Education Subcommittee of the
Ohio House Finance and Appropriations
Commities

Maureen Reedy
Former Qhio Teacher of the Year and co-
founder of Public Education Pariners
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