Quirrel’s fate

By Sumwan

A common question that is often asked is what happens to Quirrel after he is
encountered in Blue Lake and the Knight sits with him. He disappears after this
encounter, and his fate is unclear. However, there are only two possibilities for what

happens: either Quirrel moves to another unknown area, or he dies.

Considering his character’s background and his dialogue, it is more likely that he

dies after the encounter at Blue Lake. The evidence for this will be discussed below.

Meta evidence

One piece of evidence that frequently gets quoted is the name of the sprite for

Quirrel’s nail. It is called “quirrel_death_nail”:
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While sprite names cannot be used as main evidence, they do tell something about
the intentions of Team Cherry. All sprites with the word “death” in their name have

something to do with a character’s death:
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For instance, Zote’s shell after he dies in Greenpath is called “death_head” and the
sprite for his nail is called “death_nail”. That nail sprite is found in Greenpath after

he dies there.

death_head.png death_nail.png

Not a single sprite with “death” in its name is inaccurately named, therefore it can
be assumed that Quirrel’s nail sprite also does not have an inaccurate name. While
some sprites have strange names which are used internally by Team Cherry, such as
the Vengefly King being called “big buzzer”, none of these names are nonsensical

and always relate in some way to what the sprite is depicting.

In the first Reddit AMA, Team Cherry answered several questions about Quirrel:


https://www.reddit.com/r/gaming/comments/6rvds8/we_are_team_cherry_the_developers_of_hollow/

[-] ProJFURY [+1] 1& points T year ago

What happened to Quirrel after you met him in Blue Lake?

Il William_TeamCherry [+1][5] 40 points T year ago
He is no longer there.

[-] dhocke 7 points 1 year ago

What can you tell us about Quirrel?

-1 [PERCEEYIR < [+ 11051 31 points 1 year zgc
Quirrel is a light-hearted guy who just loves to explore and take in the sights. Spends some time with him whenever you can, he loves
that.

Below is a transcription of these questions and answers:

- What happened to Quirrel after you met him in Blue Lake?

William: “He is no longer there”

- What can you tell us about Quirrel?
William: “Quirrel is a light-hearted guy who just loves to explore and take in the

sights. Spen[d] some time with him whenever you can, he loves that”

Team Cherry consistently dodges the question of what happened to Quirrel, either
because they want people to figure it out for themselves, or they want to give
people hope that perhaps Quirrel is still alive. Whatever the reason, these
comments and the nail sprite name itself give some hints about Quirrel’s fate, but
ultimately the in-game dialogue will have to be examined to reach an actual

conclusion.



Quirrel’s age

After Monomon has been killed, Quirrel says to the Knight:

“Be on your journey then, and allow me rest a time. With the deed complete, I

begin to feel my age.”

He says he is finally beginning to feel how old he really is, since he was around
before the fall of Hallownest. From this point on, his voice also sounds very
different compared to how he sounded before; it appears to be more tired and

older.

Quirrel feels and sounds old after taking off Monomon’s mask, but what does this

mean for his encounter at Blue Lake?

Blue Lake

In the City of Tears, Quirrel talks about wanting to see the source of the city’s

perpetual rainfall:

“The rain seems to come down endlessly, though. I'd like to see where it all

comes from before I leave this Kingdom. What a sight it must be!”

Before he is planning to leave Hallownest, he wants to see Blue Lake first. This
dialogue is why many believe that Quirrel simply left Hallownest after he
disappears. The problem with this view is that it does not take into account

Quirrel’s character development.

When Quirrel meet Hornet in the official comic, he says that he is only an explorer:


https://youtu.be/pfpj8FPGozY?t=20
https://youtu.be/pfpj8FPGozY?t=20

HELLO UP
THERE!

I'™M ONLY AN EXPLORER,
I ASSURE YOU.

HERE MERELY
TO WITNESS,

THIS NAIL I CARRY
ONLY TO PROTECT
MY SHELL.

In the Temple of the Black Egg, he says to the Knight:
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“Hello there! How delightful to meet another traveller on these forgotten roads.

In Queen’s Station, Quirrel specifically considers himself separate from the bugs of

Hallownest:

“The bugs of Hallownest must've been an impressive lot, building such grand

structures so far into these wilds.”

When Quirrel says that he wants to see Blue Lake before leaving, he thinks of
himself as just a traveller who is passing through Hallownest, not a returning

Hallownest citizen. He is unaware of his history, because he lost his memories.



When he enters the Teacher’s Archives, he recalls a few of his memories:

“Though much of my memory is blank, this place I recall”

In Blue Lake he says that:

“Here at last, I feel at peace. Twice I've seen this world and though my service
may have stripped the first experience from me, I'm thankful I could witness its

beauty again.”

As was mentioned above, he finally feels his age after Monomon’s death, and goes to

Blue Lake where he feels at peace.

He also tells the Knight at Blue Lake that:

“Hallownest is a vast and wondrous thing, but in as many wonders as it holds,

I've seen none quite so intriguing as you.”

This is a very final statement. Quirrel is an explorer and has seen all there is to see
in Hallownest, but none of it can compare to the Knight. There is nothing left for

him to discover anymore.

Quirrel said at the start of his journey that he would visit Blue Lake, but that was
back when he still thought of himself as an outsider. When he realises who he is and
the role that he played, there is no reason for him to leave Hallownest anymore.
And with Quirrel beginning to feel his age, it would be unlikely that he actually left

the Kingdom after his encounter in Blue Lake.



Quirrel’s nail

The main evidence for Quirrel dying instead of leaving Hallownest is that he leaves
his nail behind in Blue Lake. In his travels throughout Hallownest, he always
stresses how dangerous the lands are and that having a nail of good quality is of the

utmost importance.

In the Temple of the Black Egg he says:

“To persevere in this ruin, that old nail alone just won't be enough. Though

that's no problem! One only has to look around.”

At the Lake of Unn he once again talks about the dangers of Hallownest:

“Your nail looks a fine instrument, but it's showing signs of wear. I'd wager up
there it would take you far. Down here however, I suspect you'll soon meet

dangers the surface world can't match.

Hallownest is perfect for vigilant explorers like us. So tense and thrilling. In

this place, you're either alert or you're dead.”

There is no reason for Quirrel to leave his nail behind if he intended on actually
leaving Hallownest. He is beginning to feel his age, and he knows of the dangers
that Hallownest poses, especially to those with inadequate weapons. He would not

even make it outside of Hallownest without his weapon.

In the official comic, Quirrel also realises the many perils of the plains outside of

Hallownest:



HALLOWNEST ACCEPTS ONLY
THE STRONG.

ARE THESE PLAINS ITS CHALLENGE?

IF 50, IT'S ONE THAT FEW
WOULD PAsSS,

He says that the challenge of the area outside of Hallownest is “one that few would
pass”. If he did intend on leaving Hallownest, he would certainly have brought his

nail with him.

Lastly, Quirrel has dialogue in the Temple of the Black Egg that foreshadows his
death. He says about the nails of dead bugs:

“I'm sure they wouldn't mind were a fellow explorer to relieve them of their

tools. It's a kindness really. The dead shouldn't be burdened with such things.”

He recommends that the Knight takes the nail of one of those bodies in order to
replace their old nail, as he believes that a nail is a burden for a dead bug.
Meanwhile, he leaves his own nail behind in Blue Lake; Quirrel most likely died, and
leaving his nail behind makes sense as he previously said that the dead should not

be burdened with weapons.



Conclusion

Considering all the evidence, it is unlikely that Quirrel is still alive and merely
wandered off somewhere else, as this does not fit his character development and

his prior dialogue.

Since Quirrel is beginning to feel his age, feels at peace in Blue Lake, and leaves his
nail behind, it is more plausible that he died. There is nothing left for him in

Hallownest, all of his friends are dead, and he has no more purpose to fulfill.
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