Stop Repression in Ecuador!

An Open Letter from International Scholars to the
Government of Ecuador

[Texto en espafiol abajo]

We, the undersigned academics from institutions around the world,
specialising in areas that include International Human Rights, Latin
American Studies, Indigenous Rights, Anthropology, Gender Studies,
International Relations, Criminology, Constitutional Law, Political
Sciences and Environmental Studies, among other connected fields,
express our deep concern regarding the ongoing repression of the
national strike in Ecuador and the grave violations of human rights
reported in recent days.

According to credible reports, the Ecuadorian authorities have
responded to peaceful demonstrations—organized in opposition to
the elimination of diesel subsidies, the public health services crisis,
and other austerity economic measures—with excessive and
disproportionate use of force, including the deployment of the
military, arbitrary detentions, disappearances and restrictions
on communication services. These actions have resulted in
numerous injuries, over 97 documented human rights violations, and
the tragic killing of Efrain Fuerez, a Kichwa community leader from
Cotacachi, Imbabura province, who was shot during the protests on
September 28, 2025.



https://www.omct.org/en/resources/statements/ecuador-uso-excesivo-de-la-fuerza-en-manifestaciones
https://www.omct.org/en/resources/statements/ecuador-uso-excesivo-de-la-fuerza-en-manifestaciones
https://alianzaddhh.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/B4-PARO-NACIONAL.pdf
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2025/09/29/fiscalia-investiga-la-muerte-de-un-manifestante-tras-difusion-de-video-que-muestra-agresion-militar/

We are particularly alarmed by the impact of this repression on
Indigenous peoples and Indigenous women, who have historically
faced systemic discrimination and violence. The militarization of
public security and the declaration of a state of emergency in several
provinces further heighten the risk of abuses and undermine
democratic guarantees.

Ecuador is bound by multiple international human rights
instruments, including:

e International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)

e American Convention on Human Rights

e United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (UNDRIP), which affirms Indigenous peoples’ rights to
self-determination, cultural integrity, and participation in
decisions affecting them (Articles 3, 18, and 19)

e |LO Convention 169, which requires states to respect
Indigenous peoples’ rights to consultation and participation in
matters affecting their lives; the

e Inter-American Court of Human Rights jurisprudence,
including Kichwa People of Sarayaku v. Ecuador (2012) and
Tagaeri and Taromenane v. Ecuador (2025), which reaffirm that
states must protect Indigenous peoples’ rights to life,
territory, and cultural integrity, and that militarized responses
or extractive projects without consultation violate these
rights.

The killing of Efrain Fuerez and the reported mistreatment of
detainees constitute serious breaches of these obligations.



Urgent Requests

We call on the Government of Ecuador to:

1. Immediately cease the use of excessive force and guarantee
the right to peaceful protest.

2. Conduct an independent, prompt, and impartial investigation
into the killing of Efrain Fuerez and all allegations of human
rights violations, ensuring accountability for those
responsible.

3. Guarantee the safety and rights of all citizens engaging in
peaceful protest, especially Indigenous peoples and women.

4. Lift any measures under the state of emergency that
arbitrarily restrict fundamental rights, ensuring compliance
with international standards.

5. Engage in genuine dialogue with Indigenous organizations
and social movements to address the root causes of the
protests.

The international academic community is closely monitoring the
situation. Continued violations will not only damage Ecuador’s
democratic institutions but also its standing in the global community.

We stand in solidarity with the people of Ecuador and reaffirm that
the right to protest is a cornerstone of any democratic society.

Signed,

= Gender and Prisons Network (Red Género y Prisiones), Latin America.

= Dr Mattia Pinto, Lecturer (Assistant Professor), York Law School, and
Deputy Director, Centre for Applied Human Rights, University of York,
United Kingdom



Dr Rebecca Smyth, Senior Lecturer in Law, University of Exeter, United
Kingdom

Dr Karin Friederic, Associate Professor of Anthropology, Wake Forest
University, United States

Prof Chris Thornhill, Professor of Law, University of Birmingham, United
Kingdom

Cristina Yepez Arroyo, Universidad de McGill, Ecuador

Alexis Medina, Associate professor of Latin American History, Université
Marie et Louis Pasteur, France

Paulina Serrano Tama, Post Graduate Teaching Assistant, University
College London United Kingdom.

Dr Paulo llich Bacca, Deputy Director of Dejusticia and Professor of
Legal Theory, Javeriana University Bogotd, Colombia.

Prof Luis Eslava, Professor of International Law, La Trobe University,
Australia

Flavio Carrera Verdesoto, Institute of Advanced Studies in Inequalities,
Ecuador & Mexico

Johan Arango Quiroga, PhD Candidate - Doctoral Researcher,
Northeastern University, United States

Red Feminismo(s) Cultura y Poder. Dialogos desde el sur, México,
Argentina, Brasil, Estados Unidos

Flavio Carrera, Associate Researcher, Institute of Advanced Studies in
Inequalities, Ecuador - Mexico

Dr Shaimaa Abdelkarim, Assistant Professor In Law, University of
Birmingham, United Kingdom

Dr Luna Borges, Lecturer in Law, Human Rights Clinic, Columbia Law
School

Dr Jason Haynes, Associate Professor of Law, University of Birmingham,
United Kingdom

Dr Rishika Sahgal, Assistant Professor in Law, University of Birmingham,
United Kingdom

Verdnica Potes Guerra, Profesora, Universidad Central del Ecuador,
Ecuador

Dr Lydia Morgan, University of Birmingham, United Kingdom

Johanna Romero Larco, docente investigadora, Universidad Nacional
de José C. Paz, Argentina.

Dr molly rosabelle ackhurst, Lecturer in Criminology, University of
Greenwich, United Kingdom.



Lydia Andrés Oleas, docente (UDLA, Ecuador) y doctoranda (FLACSO,
Ecuador)

William Enrique Echeverria Tigse, University of Coimbra, Portugal.
Charlotte Vercammen (Doctoral Researcher, University of Ghent,
Belgium)

Sebastian Oviedo, KU Leuven, Belgium

Dr. Lucia Berro Pizzarossa, University of Birmingham, United Kingdom
Alaina Kinol, PhD Candidate, Northeastern University, United States
Erick Guapizaca Jiménez, SJD Candidate, University of Michigan Law
School / Lecturer, Universidad Internacional del Ecuador

Viviana d'Auria, KU Leuven, Belgium

Dr. Meg Mills-Novoa, Assistant Professor, Energy & Resource
Group/Department of Environmental Science, Policy, and Management,
University of California, Berkeley

Dipa Desai, Ph.D. candidate, Northeastern University School of Public
Policy & Urban Affairs, United States

Lyvia N Rodriguez Del Valle, Profesora Adjunta, Escuela Graduada de
Planificacién de la Universidad de Puerto Rico, Recinto de Rio Piedras
Prof. Jeroen Stevens, KU Leuven, Belgium

Juan Salvador Velecela Chacén, Sorbonne Université, Paris, Francia.
Prof. Henrique Carvalho, University of Warwick, United Kingdom

Dr Silvana Tapia Tapia, Associate Professor in Law, University of
Birmingham, United Kingdom.

Katherine Velastegui Cérdova, London School of Economics, United
Kingdom

Katherine Velastegui Cordova, The London School of Economics and
Political Science, United Kingdom

Dr Manuel Capella, Universidad Catélica del Uruguay, Uruguay

Liliam Fiallo Monedero, Doctora en Derecho, Universidad Andina Simén
Bolivar, University of Massachusetts , Estados Unidos

Lola Yon-Dominguez, Escuela de Altos Estudios en Ciencias Sociales,
Paris

Dr Line Algoed, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium

Camilo Martinez |, Visiting Lecturer, FLACSO, Ecuador

Belén Mattos-Castafieda, Doctoral Candidate, Durham Law School,
United Kingdom



Tatiana Vasquez Parra. Master's student at the University of Granada,
Spain

Estefania Espin Armas, Doctoral Candidate, University of British
Columbia, Canada

Sara Tilleria Durango. Université Paris 8, CRESPPA-GTM. Francia

Maria Cristina Carrillo. Doctora en Antropologia, Investigadora
independiente

Sara Tilleria Durango. Université Paris 8, CRESPPA-GTM. Francia
Alejandro Andrés Peralta Chiriboga, Docente, Pontificia Universidad
Catolica del Ecuador.

Prof Mohammad Shahabuddin, Birmingham Law School, University of
Birmingham

Dr Josipa Sari¢, Co-Director of Centre for Critical International Law, Kent
Law School, University of Kent, United Kingdom.

Atina Krajewska, Professor of Law, University of Birmingham, United
Kingdom.

Lina Buchely, profesora asociada, Universidad Icesi, Colombia.

Jennie Stephens, Professor of Climate Justice, National University of
Ireland Maynooth

Jeremy Rayner, Senior Scientific Editor, Max Planck Institute for Social
Anthropology, Germany

Ludmila Ribeiro, professor of sociology, researcher at Center for Crime
and Public Safety Studies, both at the Federal University of Minas Gerais
Sharie Neira, Phd candidate in Sociology and gender studies, Université
Paris Cité, France.

Domenica Avila-Luna, Research Associate, King's College London.
Margot Jeanne Cohen, Department of Geography, University of
California, Berkeley

Manuela Picq, Amherst College, Massachusetts

Ina Shkurti, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA

Luis Martin Valdiviezo Arista, Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Peru.
Georgina Lily Gemayel, PhD Student, University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, USA

Sophia Nissler, PhD Candidate, University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill

Klaus Mayr, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Lena Lavinas, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro



= Danielle Purifoy, Assistant Professor of Geography, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill

= Ben Gilvar-Parke, Department of Geography, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill

= (Clara Mattei, Professora de Economia, The University of Tulsa USA

= Philip Mader, Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Development Studies,
UK

Texto en espariol:

iParen la represion en Ecuador!

Carta abierta de académicos internacionales al
Gobierno de Ecuador

Los académicos abajo firmantes, afiliados a instituciones de todo el
mundo y especializados en areas que incluyen los derechos
humanos, los estudios latinoamericanos, los derechos indigenas, los
estudios de género, las relaciones internacionales, las ciencias
politicas y los estudios medioambientales, entre otros campos,
expresamos nuestra profunda preocupacion por la represién que se
esta llevando a cabo frente al paro nacional en Ecuadory las graves
violaciones de los derechos humanos denunciadas en los ultimos
dias.

Segun informes fiables, las autoridades ecuatorianas han respondido
a las manifestaciones pacificas —organizadas en oposicién a la
eliminacion de los subsidios al diésel, la crisis de los servicios de
salud publica y otras medidas econémicas de austeridad— con un
uso excesivo y desproporcionado de la fuerza, incluyendo el
despliegue del ejército, detenciones arbitrarias, desaparicionesy
restricciones a los servicios de comunicacién. Estas acciones han
provocado numerosos heridos, mas de 200 violaciones
documentadas de derechos humanos y el tragico asesinato de Efrain
Fuerez, lider de la comunidad kichwa de Cotacachi, provincia de


https://alianzaddhh.org/incidentes-ddhh-paro-2025/
https://alianzaddhh.org/incidentes-ddhh-paro-2025/

Imbabura, que recibié un disparo durante las protestas del 28 de
septiembre de 2025.

Nos alarma especialmente el impacto de esta represion sobre los
pueblos indigenas y las mujeres indigenas, que histéricamente han
sufrido discriminacion y violencia sistémicas. La militarizacion de la
seguridad publica y la declaracion del estado de emergencia en
varias provincias aumentan aun mas el riesgo de abusos y socavan
las garantias democraticas.

Ecuador esta obligado por multiples instrumentos internacionales de
derechos humanos, entre ellos: el Pacto Internacional de Derechos
Civiles y Politicos (PIDCP), que garantiza los derechos a la vida, la
libertad y la reunion pacifica (articulos 6, 9 y 21); la Convencién
Americana sobre Derechos Humanos; la Declaracién de las Naciones
Unidas sobre los Derechos de los Pueblos Indigenas (UNDRIP), que
afirma los derechos de los pueblos indigenas a la libre
determinacion, la integridad cultural y la participacion en las
decisiones que les afectan (articulos 3, 18 y 19); el Convenio 169 de la
OIT, que exige a los Estados respetar los derechos de los pueblos
indigenas a ser consultados y participar en los asuntos que afectan a
sus vidas; la jurisprudencia de la Corte Interamericana de Derechos
Humanos, incluidos los casos Pueblos Kichwa de Sarayaku contra
Ecuador (2012) y Tagaeriy Taromenane contra Ecuador (2025), que
reafirman que los Estados deben proteger los derechos de los
pueblos indigenas a la vida, el territorio y la integridad cultural, y que
las respuestas militarizadas o los proyectos extractivos sin consulta
violan estos derechos.

El asesinato de Efrain Fuerez y los presuntos malos tratos a los
detenidos constituyen graves incumplimientos de estas obligaciones.



Pedidos urgentes

Instamos al Gobierno de Ecuador a que:

1.

Cese inmediatamente el uso excesivo de la fuerza y garantice
el derecho a la protesta pacifica.

Lleve a cabo una investigacion independiente, rapida e
imparcial sobre el asesinato de Efrain Fuerez y todas las
denuncias de violaciones de los derechos humanos,
garantizando la rendicion de cuentas de los responsables.
Garantice la seguridad y los derechos de todos los
ciudadanos que participan en protestas pacificas,
especialmente los pueblos indigenas y las mujeres.

Levante cualquier medida bajo el estado de excepcion que
restrinja arbitrariamente los derechos fundamentales,
garantizando el cumplimiento de las normas internacionales.
Entable un didlogo genuino con las organizaciones indigenas
y los movimientos sociales para abordar las causas profundas
de las protestas.

La comunidad académica internacional esta siguiendo de cerca la

situacién. Las continuas violaciones de derechos humanos no sélo
dafian las instituciones democraticas de Ecuador, sino también su
reputacién en la comunidad internacional.

Nos solidarizamos con el pueblo ecuatoriano y reafirmamos que el
derecho a protestar es una piedra angular de cualquier sociedad
democratica.
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