Genesis 1

The Story of Creation.

In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth was without form or
shape, with darkness over the abyss and a mighty wind sweeping over the waters. Then
God said: Let there be light, and there was light. God saw that the light was good. God
then separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day,” and the darkness
he called “night.” Evening came, and morning followed—the first day.

Then God said: Let there be a dome in the middle of the waters, to separate one body of
water from the other. God made the dome, and it separated the water below the dome
from the water above the dome. And so it happened. God called the dome “sky.”
Evening came, and morning followed—the second day.

Then God said: Let the water under the sky be gathered into a single basin, so that the
dry land may appear. And so it happened: the water under the sky was gathered into its
basin, and the dry land appeared. God called the dry land “earth,” and the basin of water
he called “sea.” God saw that it was good. Then God said: Let the earth bring forth
vegetation: every kind of plant that bears seed and every kind of fruit tree on earth that
bears fruit with its seed in it. And so it happened: the earth brought forth vegetation:
every kind of plant that bears seed and every kind of fruit tree that bears fruit with its
seed in it. God saw that it was good. Evening came, and morning followed—the third
day.

Then God said: Let there be lights in the dome of the sky, to separate day from night.
Let them mark the seasons, the days and the years, and serve as lights in the dome of the
sky, to illuminate the earth. And so it happened: God made the two great lights, the
greater one to govern the day, and the lesser one to govern the night, and the stars.God
set them in the dome of the sky, to illuminate the earth, to govern the day and the night,
and to separate the light from the darkness. God saw that it was good. Evening came,
and morning followed—the fourth day.

Then God said: Let the water teem with an abundance of living creatures, and on the
earth let birds fly beneath the dome of the sky. God created the great sea monsters and
all kinds of crawling living creatures with which the water teems, and all kinds of
winged birds. God saw that it was good, and God blessed them, saying: Be fertile,
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multiply, and fill the water of the seas; and let the birds multiply on the earth. Evening
came, and morning followed—the fifth day.

Then God said: Let the earth bring forth every kind of living creature: tame animals,
crawling things, and every kind of wild animal. And so it happened: God made every
kind of wild animal, every kind of tame animal, and every kind of thing that crawls on
the ground. God saw that it was good. Then God said: Let us make human beings in our
image, after our likeness. Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of
the air, the tame animals, all the wild animals, and all the creatures that crawl on the
earth.

God created mankind in his image; in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them.

God blessed them and God said to them: Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and
subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living
things that crawl on the earth. God also said: See, I give you every seed-bearing plant on
all the earth and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your food; and to all the
wild animals, all the birds of the air, and all the living creatures that crawl on the earth, |
give all the green plants for food. And so it happened. God looked at everything he had
made, and found it very good. Evening came, and morning followed—the sixth day.
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Luke 2

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be
enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all
went to be enrolled, each to his own town. And Joseph too went up from Galilee from
the town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he
was of the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child. While they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and she gave
birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and keeping the night watch
over their flock. The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were struck with great fear. The angel said to them, "Do not be
afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Messiah
and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling
clothes and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host
with the angel, praising God and saying:

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests."

When the angels went away from them to heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
"Let us go, then, to Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us." So they went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known the message that had been
told them about this child. All who heard it were amazed by what had been told them by
the shepherds. And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart. Then the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as
it had been told to them.

When eight days were completed for his circumcision, he was named Jesus, the name
given him by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses,
they took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law
of the Lord, "Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord," and to
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offer the sacrifice of "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons," in accordance with
the dictate in the law of the Lord.

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous
and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the holy Spirit was upon him. It had
been revealed to him by the holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen
the Messiah of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to him, he took
him into his arms and blessed God, saying:

"Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for
my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel."

The child's father and mother were amazed at what was said about him; and Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is destined for the fall and
rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted (and you yourself a
sword will pierce) so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed." There was also
a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in
years, having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage, and then as a
widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple, but worshiped night and day
with fasting and prayer. And coming forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God
and spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.

When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

Each year his parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, and when he was
twelve years old, they went up according to festival custom. After they had completed
its days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, but his
parents did not know it. Thinking that he was in the caravan, they journeyed for a day
and looked for him among their relatives and acquaintances, but not finding him, they
returned to Jerusalem to look for him.

After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions, and all who heard him were astounded at
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his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him, they were astonished,

and his mother said to him, "Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have
been looking for you with great anxiety." And he said to them, "Why were you looking
for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" But they did not
understand what he said to them. He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and
was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus
advanced (in) wisdom and age and favor before God and man.

John 15:5

I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much
fruit, because without me you can do nothing.
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Luke 10:30-37

Jesus replied, "A man fell victim to robbers as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. They
stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead. A priest happened to be going down
that road, but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. Likewise a Levite came to
the place, and when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side.

But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved with compassion at the sight. He
approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them. Then he
lifted him up on his own animal, took him to an inn and cared for him.

The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction,

'"Take care of him. If you spend more than what I have given you, I shall repay you on my way
back.'

Which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers' victim?" He answered,
"The one who treated him with mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."

Luke 10:30-37 (Copy for shared reading by participants)
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Which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers' victim?" He answered,

"The one who treated him with mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."
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Luke 19:1-9

He came to Jericho and intended to pass through the town. Now a man there named
Zacchaeus, who was a chief tax collector and also a wealthy man, was seeking to see who Jesus
was; but he could not see him because of the crowd, for he was short in stature. So he ran ahead
and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus, who was about to pass that way.

When he reached the place, Jesus looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down quickly,
for today I must stay at your house." And he came down quickly and received him with joy.

When they all saw this, they began to grumble, saying, "He has gone to stay at the house of a
sinner." But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "Behold, half of my possessions, Lord,
I shall give to the poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times
over."

And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house because this man too is a
descendant of Abraham.

Luke 19:1-9 (Copy for shared reading by participants)
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And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house because this man too is a
descendant of Abraham.

How Mom or Dad Learned About Jesus, How | Learned About Jesus (Section Two -
#3)

How Mom or Dad Learned About Jesus How | Learned About Jesus
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