
 

Course Title: 
MT03: Open Annotation Tools and Techniques  

Instructor(s) Information: 
Maryann E. Martone, PhD, Professor in Residence, UC San Diego 
(http://orcid.org/0000-0002-8406-3871); Jon Udell, Hypothesis 
(http://jonudell.net/udell-resume.pdf) 

Audience Level: 
Intermediate. After the course introduction, students may follow a non-technical track or a 
technical track. 

Audience: 
Anyone interested in open web annotation, technologists developing annotation applications 

Course Description: 
Scholars are natural annotators, as the process of creating new knowledge requires building on 
what has come before. For decades web pioneers have imagined developing such a native and 
universal collaborative capability over the web. Annotation, particularly scholarly annotation, is 
distinct from current commenting systems in that annotations are addressed to a specific 
portion of a scholarly work, such as a statement, an object in an image, or a gene sequence. 
Engineered for the web and employing open standards, annotation becomes a ubiquitous and 
powerful layer on top of web content, allowing users to add to and interact over scholarly works 
in context.  And, like the web itself, annotations are dynamic, sharable, and searchable across 
contexts. 

In the last few years, web annotation has finally become a reality. Platforms such as Hypothesis 
allow users to create annotations on any web page or PDF. The W3C, the standards body for the 
web, has standardized web annotation, which means that an open standard for developing 
annotations is now available for web developers. 

In this course, we will provide an introduction to web-based annotation and explore its current 
uses. We will also offer hands-on tutorials directed toward both those interested in annotation 
itself and developers who want to incorporate annotation into their platforms. After the 
introductory part of the course, students may split into one of two tracks: a non-technical track 
that will provide hands-on training with the Hypothesis platform, or a technical track, where 
technologists can learn how to use Hypothesis and the W3C standard for more-advanced 
annotation applications.  

Course Learning Objectives: 
A participant in this course will at the end of the course be able to: 

●​ The difference between commenting systems and annotation 
●​ The difference between open web-based annotation and closed stand-alone tools 
●​ Use web annotation for personal note taking and information management 
●​ For group collaboration 

 

http://orcid.org/0000-0002-8406-3871
http://jonudell.net/udell-resume.pdf


 

Course Topics: 
This course will cover the following topics: 

●​ The history of web annotation 
●​ Current tools and opportunities 

 

Course Materials and Supplies: 
 

Required: 
●​ Please read https://blog.jonudell.net/2017/05/05/weaving-the-annotated-web/ 
●​ Please create an account on Hypothesis and install the Chrome extension if possible: 

https://web.hypothes.is  

Other Resources: 
●​ https://web.hypothes.is 
●​ https://hypothes.is/annotating-all-knowledge/ 

Other Helpful Information: 
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