
                                                                                            
 

When Bias Gets in the Way: How to Recognize and Address Barriers  
to Supporting LGBTQ+ Students and Families 

Last Revised: April 10, 2025 
 

This resource list is a companion to the MDE LGBTQ+ Students Project’s virtual workshop “When Bias Gets in the Way: How 
to Recognize and Address Barriers to Supporting LGBTQ+ Students and Families” that is a part of the project’s A Silent Crisis: 

Creating Safe Schools for LGBTQ+ Students Online Training Series. 

 

Our unique experiences, identities, privileges and biases shape our perceptions of the world and how we act. In this 
interactive webinar, participants will explore the ways in which biases are formed and influence how we 

interact--consciously and unconsciously--with those around us. We will identify strategies for navigating our own 
biases, as well as collaborating with families and colleagues who may take actions that have the unintentional 

consequence of creating unsupportive or even harmful educational environments for their LGBTQ+ students. A 
foundational understanding of sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression is recommended, but not 

required. 

 

Resources 
 

Bias Overview 
 

Project Implicit: Bias Test (2011). Harvard University 

The Insidiousness of Unconscious Bias in Schools (2017). Brown Center Chalkboard, A Brookings Blog 

Creating an anti-bias learning environment [checklist] (2023). Anti-Defamation League 

Bias O 

Action Steps 
 

Don’t Talk about Implicit Bias Without Talking about Structural Racism (2019). National Equality Project 

Critical Practices for Anti-Bias Education (2020). Perspectives for a Diverse America and Teaching Tolerance 

Speak Up at School: How to Respond to Everyday Prejudice, Bias, and Stereotypes (2019). Teaching Tolerance 

What Do You Say to ‘That’s So Gay’ & Other Anti-LGBTQ+* Comments? (2023). National Education Association and 
Welcoming Schools 

Implicit Bias, Microaggressions, and Stereotypes Resources (2021). NEA Center for Social Justice 

5 Keys to Challenging Implicit Bias (2016). Edutopia 

Responding to Hate and Bias at School (2017). Teaching Tolerance 

What Can We Do? Bias, Bullying and Bystanders (Video) (2017). Welcoming Schools 

Building Support for Schools that Openly Affirm the Diversity of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (2014). 
Groundspark 

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2017/03/20/the-insidiousness-of-unconscious-bias-in-schools/
https://www.adl.org/sites/default/files/documents/2024-05/teacher-and-classroom-self-assessment-online-version.pdf
https://medium.com/national-equity-project/implicit-bias-structural-racism-6c52cf0f4a92
https://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/general/PDA%20Critical%20Practices.pdf
http://www.tolerance.org/publication/speak-school
https://hrc-prod-requests.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/welcoming-schools/documents/NEA_HRCF_Stop_Anti_Gay_and_LGBTQ_Comments.pdf?mtime=20200713131629&focal=none
https://www.nea.org/resource-library/implicit-bias-microaggressions-and-stereotypes-resources
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/keys-to-challenging-implicit-bias-shane-safir
http://www.tolerance.org/publication/responding-hate-and-bias-school
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgMANg9LaNM
https://cdpsdocs.state.co.us/safeschools/Resources/Groundspark%20Building%20Support%20for%20Schools%20Sexual%20Orientation.pdf


                                                                                            
 
Tools for Transformation. Social Transformation Project  

Bias, Bullying & Bystanders - Tips for Elementary School Educators. Welcoming Schools 

Best Practice Overview 
 

Statement and Guidance on Safe and Supportive Learning: Environments for LGBTQ Students (2016).  Michigan State 
Board of Education 

Toolkit: Creating Inclusive and Nondiscriminatory School Environments for LGBTQI+ Students (2023). U.S. Department of 
Education 

Confronting Anti-LGBTQI+ Harassment in Schools (2021) US Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights 

Guide to Being an Ally to Transgender and Nonbinary Youth (2022). The Trevor Project 

Best Practices for Serving LGBTQ Students: A Teaching Tolerance Guide (2018). Teaching Tolerance 

Resources for Supporting Families (2020). Family Acceptance Project 

A Practitioner’s Resource Guide: Helping Families to Support Their LGBT Children (2014). SAMHSA 

Schools in Transition: A Guide to Supporting Transgender Students in K-12 Schools (2015).  National Education 
Association 

Gender Inclusive Schools: Law, Policy and Practice. National Association of School Psychologists  

Supporting & Caring for Transgender Children (2016). Human Rights Campaign 

Navigating Supports for LGBTQ+ Students Receiving Special Education Services (2024). Welcoming Schools.  

 
 

Michigan Department of Education’s LGBTQ Students’ Project 

The Michigan Department of Education’s LGBTQ+ Students Project has supported Michigan educators for over 20 
years. Though previously supported by grants from the Michigan Health Endowment Fund, the project currently has 

no dedicated funding and is seeking new paths to sustain the work we do to build the capacity of Michigan schools to 
support the health, well-being, and educational outcomes of not just LGBTQ+ students, but all students in Michigan. 
We are currently working to sustain the project through fee-for-service offerings and by identifying other sources of 

funding. Please contact us if you are looking to contract the project for professional development or technical 
assistance services or if you need additional information or resources.  

 

Kim Phillips-Knope 
Project Lead, LGBTQ Students Project 
Michigan Department of Education 

kim@rootsofchange.us 
248-210-3523 

 

Laurie Bechhofer 
HIV/STD Education Consultant 

Michigan Department of Education 
BechhoferL@michigan.gov 

517-335-7252 
 

 

https://atctools.org/tools-for-transformation/
https://welcomingschools.org/resources/tips-for-elementary-school-educators-bias-bullying
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/SBEStatementonLGBTQYouth_534576_7.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1btrb5YRj-gHva_IrnU8GR-bZEFSrwYw8/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/ocr-factsheet-tix-202106.pdf
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Guide-to-Being-an-Ally-to-Transgender-and-Nonbinary-Young-People.pdf
https://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/2018-09/TT-LGBTQ-Best-Practices-Guide.pdf
https://familyproject.sfsu.edu/publications
https://familyproject.sfsu.edu/sites/default/files/documents/FamilySupportForLGBTChildrenGuidance.pdf
http://neatoday.org/2015/10/08/schools-in-transition-a-guide-to-support-transgender-students-in-k-12/
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/diversity-and-social-justice/lgbtq-youth/gender-inclusive-schools-faqs/gender-inclusive-schools-policy-law-and-practice
https://hrc-prod-requests.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/files/documents/SupportingCaringforTransChildren.pdf?mtime=20200713125239&focal=none
https://hrc-prod-requests.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/welcoming-schools/documents/Welcoming-Schools-Navigating-Supports-for-LGBTQ-Students-Receiving-Special-Education-Services.pdf
mailto:kim@rootsofchange.us
mailto:Bechhoferl@michigan.gov

