
 

The Twelfth Thursday After Pentecost 
 

 August 20, 2026 - Morning Prayer 

Pentecost, Proper 15, Week 3, Rite II 

 
Opening Versicle 

Lord, (+) open our lips. 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia 

 
Invitatory and Psalter 

 
Venite     Psalm 95:1-7 

Antiphon: Thur: The Mercy of the Lord is everlasting: Come let us adore Him 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
    and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:* 
​ as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Antiphon: Thur: The Mercy of the Lord is everlasting: Come let us adore Him 

 

 
 



 

Psalm 87 
 

Antiphon:  Glorious things are spoken of you, O city of our God. 
​  
1      On the holy mountain stands the city he has founded; * 
        the LORD loves the gates of Zion 
        more than all the dwellings of Jacob.  
2      Glorious things are spoken of you, * 
        O city of our God.  
3      I count Egypt and Babylon among those who know me; * 
        behold Philistia, Tyre, and Ethiopia: 
        in Zion were they born. 
4      Of Zion it shall be said, "Everyone was born in her, * 
        and the Most High himself shall sustain her."  
5      The LORD will record as he enrolls the peoples, * 
        "These also were born there."  
6      The singers and the dancers will say, * 
        "All my fresh springs are in you."  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:* 
        as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Antiphon:  Glorious things are spoken of you, O city of our God. 

 
Canticle of Isaiah 40:10-17  

 

Antiphon:   The LORD, the mighty conqueror, brings with Him the prize of victory.  
 

Here comes with power the Lord God,* 
      who rules by his strong arm;  
Here is his reward with him, * 
      his recompense before him.  
Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; * 
      in his arms he gathers the lambs,  
Carrying them in his bosom, * 
      and leading the ewes with care.  
Who has cupped in his hand the waters of the sea, * 
      and marked off the heavens with a span?  
Who has held in a measure the dust of the earth, * 
      weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? 
Who has directed the spirit of the Lord, * 
      or has instructed him as his counselor?  
Whom did he consult to gain knowledge? * 
Who taught him the path of judgment, 
      or showed him the way of understanding?  



 

Behold, the nations count as a drop of the bucket, 
      as dust on the scales; * 
      the coastlands weigh no more than powder.  
Lebanon would not suffice for fuel, * 
      nor its animals be enough for holocausts.  
Before him all the nations are as nought, * 
      as nothing and void he accounts them. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:* 
      as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
  
Antiphon:   The LORD, the mighty conqueror, brings with Him the prize of victory.   

Psalm 99  

Antiphon:   Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God and worship Him upon His holy hill.    
  
1      The LORD is King; let the people tremble; * 
​ he is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.  
2      The LORD is great in Zion; * 
​ he is high above all peoples.  
3      Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; * 
​ he is the Holy One.  
4      “O mighty King, lover of justice, 

you have established equity; * 
​ you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob." 
5      Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 

and fall down before his footstool; * 
​ he is the Holy One.  
6      Moses and Aaron among his priests, 

and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, * 
​ they called upon the LORD, and he answered them.  
7      He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * 
​ they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them.  
8      "O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; * 
​ you were a God who forgave them, 
​ yet punished them for their evil deeds." 
9      Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 

and worship him upon his holy hill; * 
​ for the LORD our God is the Holy One.  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:* 
​ as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
  
Antiphon:   Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God and worship Him upon His holy hill.    
 



 

The Lessons and Canticles 
 

First Reading – Job 1:1-22 
 
There was once a man in the land of Uz whose 
name was Job. That man was blameless and 
upright, one who feared God and turned away 
from evil. There were born to him seven sons 
and three daughters. He had seven thousand 
sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke 
of oxen, five hundred donkeys, and very many 
servants; so that this man was the greatest of all 
the people of the east. His sons used to go and 
hold feasts in one another's houses in turn; and 
they would send and invite their three sisters to 
eat and drink with them. And when the feast 
days had run their course, Job would send and 
sanctify them, and he would rise early in the 
morning and offer burnt offerings according to 
the number of them all; for Job said, "It may be 
that my children have sinned, and cursed God in 
their hearts." This is what Job always did. One 
day the heavenly beings came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan also 
came among them. The LORD said to Satan, 
"Where have you come from?" Satan answered 
the LORD, "From going to and fro on the earth, 
and from walking up and down on it." The 
LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my 
servant Job? There is no one like him on the 
earth, a blameless and upright man who fears 
God and turns away from evil." Then Satan 
answered the LORD, "Does Job fear God for 
nothing? Have you not put a fence around him 
and his house and all that he has, on every side? 
You have blessed the work of his hands, and his 
possessions have increased in the land. But 
stretch out your hand now, and touch all that he 

has, and he will curse you to your face." The 
LORD said to Satan, "Very well, all that he has 
is in your power; only do not stretch out your 
hand against him!" So Satan went out from the 
presence of the LORD. One day when his sons 
and daughters were eating and drinking wine in 
the eldest brother's house, a messenger came to 
Job and said, "The oxen were plowing and the 
donkeys were feeding beside them, and the 
Sabeans fell on them and carried them off, and 
killed the servants with the edge of the sword; I 
alone have escaped to tell you." While he was 
still speaking, another came and said, "The fire 
of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep 
and the servants, and consumed them; I alone 
have escaped to tell you." While he was still 
speaking, another came and said, "The 
Chaldeans formed three columns, made a raid on 
the camels and carried them off, and killed the 
servants with the edge of the sword; I alone have 
escaped to tell you." While he was still speaking, 
another came and said, "Your sons and daughters 
were eating and drinking wine in their eldest 
brother's house, and suddenly a great wind came 
across the desert, struck the four corners of the 
house, and it fell on the young people, and they 
are dead; I alone have escaped to tell you." Then 
Job arose, tore his robe, shaved his head, and fell 
on the ground and worshiped. He said, "Naked I 
came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I 
return there; the LORD gave, and the LORD has 
taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD." 
In all this Job did not sin or charge God with 
wrongdoing.  

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

                ​  
 
 



 

                             A Song of the Lamb Dignus es​       ​  
         Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13 

Song of the Lamb Antiphon: I will offer in His dwelling, an oblation with sounds of great gladness; I 
will sing and make music to the LORD.   
 
Splendor and honor and kingly power * 
      are yours by right, O Lord our God, 
For you created everything that is, * 
      and by your will they were created and have their being; 
And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * 
      for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 
From every family, language, people, and nation, * 
      a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 
And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * 
      and to Christ the Lamb, 
Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * 
      for ever and for evermore. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
      as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Song of the Lamb Antiphon: I will offer in His dwelling, an oblation with sounds of great gladness; I 
will sing and make music to the LORD.   
 

Second Reading – Acts 24:1-23 
 
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up 
and go toward the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a 
wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now 
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official 
of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 
charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; 
seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to 
this chariot and join it." So Philip ran up to it 
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He 
asked, "Do you understand what you are 
reading?" He replied, "How can I, unless 
someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to 
get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the 
scripture that he was reading was this: "Like a 

sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a 
lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not 
open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was 
denied him. Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken away from the earth." The 
eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask 
you, does the prophet say this, about himself or 
about someone else?" Then Philip began to 
speak, and starting with this scripture, he 
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 
As they were going along the road, they came to 
some water; and the eunuch said, "Look, here is 
water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?" He commanded the chariot to stop, 
and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 
When they came up out of the water, the Spirit 



 

of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch 
saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, 

and as he was passing through the region, he 
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until 
he came to Caesarea. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God 

 
The Song of Zechariah Benedictus Dominus DeusLuke 1: 68-79 

Benedictus Antiphon: Let us serve the LORD in holiness, and He will save us from our enemies.  

Blessed (+) be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
      he has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
      born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, * 
      from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
      and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
      to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
Free to worship him without fear, * 
      holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
      for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
      by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God * 
      the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
      and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:* 
   ​ as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
Benedictus Antiphon: Let us serve the LORD in holiness, and He will save us from our enemies. 
 

Third Reading – A reading from a sermon by Saint Baldwin of Canterbury, bishop (AD 
1125-1190) Ps. 43:89-90: CSEL 64, 324-326 
 

Every day we devoutly greet the most 
Blessed Virgin Mary with the angel's greeting 
and we usually add: Blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. After she was greeted by the Virgin, 

Elizabeth added this phrase as if she were 
echoing the salutation of the angel: Blessed are 
you among women and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb. This is the fruit of which Isaiah 



 

spoke: On that day the shoot of the Lord shall be 
splendid and radiant - the sublime fruit of earth. 
What is this fruit but the holy one of Israel, the 
seed of Abraham, the shoot of the Lord, the 
flower arising from the root of Jesse, the fruit of 
life, whom we have shared? Blessed surely in 
seed and blessed in the shoot, blessed in the 
flower, blessed in the gift, finally blessed in 
thanksgiving and praise, Christ, the seed of 
Abraham, was brought forth from the seed of 
David into the flesh. He alone among men is 
found perfected in every good quality, for the 
Spirit was given to him without measure so that 
he alone could fulfill all justice. For his justice is 
sufficient for all nations, according to the 
Scriptures. As the earth brings forth its buds, 
and as the garden germinates its own seed, so 
the Lord God shall bring forth justice and praise 
before all the nations. For this is the shoot of 
justice, which the flower of glory adorns with its 
blessings when it has grown. But how great is 
this glory? How can anyone think of anything 
more glorious, or rather, how can anyone 

conceive of this at all? For the flower rises from 
the root of Jesse. you ask: "How far?" Surely it 
rises even to the highest place, because Jesus 
Christ is in the glory of God the Father. His 
magnificence is elevated above the heavens so 
that he, the issue of the Lord, is splendid and 
glorious, the sublime fruit of earth. 

But what is our benefit from this fruit? 
What other than the fruit of blessing from the 
blessed fruit? From this seed, this shoot, this 
flower, surely the fruit of blessing comes forth. 
It has come even to us; first as a seed it is 
planted through the grace of pardon, then 
germinated with the increase of perfection, and 
finally it flowers in the hope or the attainment of 
glory. For the fruit was blessed by God, and in 
God, so that God may be glorified through it. 
For us, too, the fruit was blessed, so that blessed 
by God we may be glorified in him through the 
promise spoken to Abraham. God made the fruit 
a blessing for all nations.  
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
            and born of the Virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
            was crucified, died, and was buried. 
      He descended to the dead. 
      On the third day he rose again. 
      He ascended into heaven, 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
      He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins 
      the (+) resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 

The Prayers 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be thy Name, 
      thy kingdom come, 
      thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those 
      who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
      and the power, and the glory, 
      for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Suffrages (A)  
 
V.    ​ Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
R.​ And grant us your salvation.  
V.​ Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.​ Let your people sing with joy.  
V.​ Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R.​ For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    ​ Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R.​ And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.​ Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.​ Your saving health among all nations.  
V.​ Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.​ Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.​ Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.​ And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 

 
 



 

The Collects 
 

Collect for the Day (Proper 15) 
Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly 
life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the 
blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  

Collect for Guidance 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and 
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but 
may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Collect for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole  body of your faithful people is governed and 
sanctified:  Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy 
Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ Amen.  

 
The General Thanksgiving 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  
 



 

 

A Prayer of St. John Chrysostom 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to 
you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together 
in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be 
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. 
Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
The Angelus 

 
V. The Angel of the Lord announced unto Mary, 
R. And she conceived by the Holy Ghost. 
 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee, 
      Blessed art thou among women, 
      and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 
      now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 
V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord; 
R. Be it unto me according to thy word. 
 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee, 
      Blessed art thou among women, 
      and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 
      now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 
V. And the Word was made flesh, 
R. And dwelt among us. 
 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee, 
      Blessed art thou among women, 
      and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 
      now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 



 

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 
Let us pray: We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts; that as we have known the 
incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ announced by the message of an angel to the Virgin Mary, so by his 
(+)  cross and passion we may be brought unto the glory of his resurrection. Through the same Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer to Saint Michael 
 
Saint Michael the Archangel,  defend us in battle.  Be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of 
the Devil.  May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of 
God, cast into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen. 
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