FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
BRISTOL, CT

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
August 23, 2026, 9:30 a.m.

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were
hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith.
God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not
be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to
build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and
deed.

+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

PRELUDE

WELCOME & GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

PRESENTATION

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of
baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus
Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy
Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.

Sponsors present the candidate:
| present Mila Cherie for baptism.

The presiding minister addresses parents:

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your
child baptized into Christ?

Response: | do.

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,

bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,

teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,

place in her hands the holy scriptures,

and nurture her in faith and prayer,

so that your child may learn to trust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed,

care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.



Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: | do.

The presiding minister addresses the sponsors:

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's
Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?
Response: | do.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly:
People of God, do you promise to support Mila Cherie and pray for her in her new life in Christ?
Response: We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
The presiding minister addresses parents and sponsors. The assembly joins in the responses.
| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Renunciation Question

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against
God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response:

| renounce them.

The presiding minister addresses the parents, sponsors and assembly.

Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word
you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you
delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the
baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us
up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of
baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.



BAPTISM
Mila Cherie, | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

L: You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.

The presiding minister continues:
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Mila with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence,
both now and forever. Amen.

Chrism
Mila Cherie, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the +cross of
Christ forever. Amen.

WELCOME WITH BAPTISMAL CANDLE

L: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in
heaven.

L: Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving
thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

An applause in celebration is offered.
GATHERING HYMN My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW 596

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

First Reading

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers
comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end.

A reading from Isaiah, chapter 51.

'Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lorp. Look to the rock from which
you were hewn and to the quarry from which you were dug. ? Look to Abraham your father and to
Sarah, who bore you, for he was but one when | called him, but | blessed him and made him many.

3 For the Lorp will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places and will make her wilderness like
Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lorb; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and
the voice of song. “Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation, for a teaching will go
out from me and my justice for a light to the peoples. °1 will bring near my deliverance swiftly; my
salvation has gone out, and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm
they hope. 8 Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth beneath, for the heavens will
vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Isaiah 51: 1-6



Psalm 138 (read responsively)

1 will give thanks to you, O Lorb, with my whole heart; before the gods | will sing your praise.

21 will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your

steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word above all
things.

3When | called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.

4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lorp, when they have heard the words of your
mouth.

°>They will sing of the ways of the Lorp, that great is the glory of the Lorb.

®The Lorp is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar.

"Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand against the fury
of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.

8You will make good your purpose for me; O Lorp, your steadfast love endures forever; do not
abandon the works of your hands.

Second Reading

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our
values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s
renewing work. God'’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of
ministry function to build up the body of Christ.

A reading from Romans, chapter 12.

'] appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be
conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what
is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

3For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than
you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God
has assigned. * For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same
function, °so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another.

®We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to

faith; " ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; ®the encourager, in encouragement; the giver,
in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God Romans 12: 1-8
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Gospel

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “‘the Messiah, the Son of the
living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of
Hades.

The holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

¥ Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say that the Son of Man is?” ' And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” '*He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” '® Simon
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” '” And Jesus answered him,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father
in heaven. '® And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not prevail against it. ' will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.” ® Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ Matthew 16: 13-20

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
(aimed toward Grades K thru 6™ but those younger are welcomed with an accompanying adult).

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Take, Oh, Take Me As | Am ELW 814 (4x)

L: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s
creation.

A brief silence.
God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and encourage your
faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your word of life to all the world.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our healer, we continue to pray for those on our prayer list. In addition we lift up to your care
these loved ones and concerns that we name aloud or in our hearts before you now...(time is allowed
for additions). Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Now may we lift up praise and thanksgiving for Restored Health, Life Celebrations and God Sightings
for which we are joyful...(time is allowed for responses). Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

GIFTS ARE RECEIVED - In gratitude for all God has given, you are invited to share a portion as the
offering plates are passed at this time. Thank You!

Offerings towards our Ministries are also welcomed by scanning this code with
your phone camera.




SONG OF GRATITUDE Praise and Thanksgiving ELW 689 (vs. 3)

L: OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share
freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER

Trusting in God's mercy, let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
The gifts of God for the people of God.

At Faith all are welcome to receive Holy Communion. You are invited to come forward by the center
aisle to fill in along the rail from the center to the sides. You may either stand or kneel to receive
bread (or gluten-free wafers upon request) and wine (or white grape juice) in pre-filled glasses. Empty
glasses can be placed in baskets provided as you return by the side aisles to your seat for silent
meditation. If you need communion brought to you, please notify the usher.

LAMB OF GOD ELW 195

L: POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love
freely, as you have shared with us.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.



+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always. Amen.

REMINDERS
(If you are giving a reminder, come stand in the chancel by the lectern as the altar is cleared).
SENDING HYMN Making Their Way ACS 979

SHARING OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Let us show a sign of peace with one another.

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, August 23, 2026
Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Dion

Musician: Jean Degan

Assisting Minister: Terry Gustafson

Lector: Heather Johnson

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Connor Pratt

Ushers: Jon Fitzgerald, Roy Tessman, Bob Cummiskey
Altar Guild: Denise Martin

Communion Assistants: Denise Martin and Heather Johnson
Greeters: Beth Dunn and Donna Ropp

Coffee Time: Arlene Creswell and Terry Gustafson

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #26763. Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-724528 and CCLI
#22340990. All rights reserved.

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, August 23, 2026

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Congregational Conversation and Elevated Coffee Time
2:00 p.m. Bristol Pride

3:00 p.m. Back to School Hike at Session Woods

Wednesday, August 26, 2026

6:30 p.m. Summer Bells

Thursday, August 27, 2026

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Al Anon

Saturday, August 29, 2026

10:00 a.m. Bristol Farmers Market to support MFN

Sunday, August 30, 2026

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Coffee Time




FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT 06010

Church Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@FaithBristolCT.org

Pastor Chris Dion, phone: 860.989.3507

Faith In Action...Attendance and Offering for the week of August 16, 2026
Facebook 4...YouTube 7...In Person 59...Total 70 ...Offering $3138.24

WELCOME STATEMENT

As the people of Faith Lutheran Church of Bristol, we recognize Jesus’ announcement of the
Kingdom of God as God’s embrace to all people. Embraced by God, we proclaim our

welcome unreservedly to all colors, all gender identities, all sexual orientations, all religions, all
cultures, all abilities, all ages and sizes, inviting all individuals to full participation in the life of our
community of faith.




